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THE CHRISTIAN AND LGBTQ+

Overview
We have established the Christian commitment, to do the will of God, even as we live in a God-
defying world. One aspect of the world’s defiance of God has to do with the issues of gender
and sexuality ‒ the world’s rejection of God’s will revealed in His word, is encapsulated in the
acronym LGBTQ+. The whole issue continues to spark controversy, and is an emotionally-
charged topic for many, because of their personal experiences and personal struggles.

As we seek a Christian approach to this issue, we must consider: 1) the divine pattern, laid out
in God’s word; 2) the dangerous situation, that prevails in the world today; and 3) the
discerning response, that we as Christians ought to have.

Divine Pattern
The relevant biblical teaching can be broken down into three headings: God’s plan from the
beginning; the perversion of this plan; and God’s consequent prohibition of man’s rebellion in
this regard.

Plan

The divine plan is laid out in the narrative of Genesis 2:18-24. The elaborate details here are not
arbitrary, but rather emphatic: the special creation of man and woman, and their
complementary roles, are deliberately brought out. The crowning creative act of God, was the
creation of the woman to complete the man. This narrative forms the basis for the biblical
understanding of marriage: Jesus Himself referred to this account as laying the foundation and
setting the pattern of God’s design and intention for marriage and family.

Perversion

But this perfect plan of God was perverted by man since the fall. The perversion began early (cf.
Lamech, in Gen. 4:19), before the flood, and it comes up again after the flood: this was a
persistent rebellion. It persists right down to the present day.

Prohibition

It is no surprise, therefore, that God should have included express prohibitions against
homosexual behaviour in His word. It is prohibited in the Old Testament, in the law of Moses (cf.
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Lev. 18:22-25). It is prohibited in the New Testament (cf. Rom. 1:26-32). God’s prohibition
against homosexuality, against the whole spectrum of LGBTQ+, continues to be relevant today.
God’s standard has not changed; it is not updated to keep pace with the culture of the world.

Dangerous Situation
Now having established the biblical teaching on the subject, we have to consider the dangerous
situation we find ourselves in, as Christians in this world today. Again, we can consider the
particular danger of our situation under three headings: the new possibilities that exist now,
which did not before; the false perspectives that are becoming increasingly prevalent; the
societal pressure to conform, which is also increasing.

Possibilities

New possibilities have arisen due to advances in medical technology. For example, the ‘T’ in
LGBTQ+ can now be realised in a way that was simply not possible before, with hormone
treatment and other thing. Then also with advances in procedures like IVF, same-sex couples
can quite easily have children genetically related to themselves.

Perspectives

As we consider various perspectives that have been advanced concerning this issue, it does not
surprise us if false narratives come from the world: those who reject the truth of God’s word
will of course have their own ideas about the way things are and the way things ought to be ‒
but the problem is that even professing Christians, and Christian teachers, promote and
propagate some of these unbiblical falsehoods.

There are false perspectives of the nature of homosexuality. Some, for instance, claim that it is
genetic; something you are born with, or at least predisposed to genetically ‒ but this is simply
not true. To the best of my knowledge, not even any solid scientific basis for the idea; and it is,
more importantly, unbiblical ‒ scripture describes it as something unnatural. Moreover, saying
that homosexuality is as inherited or a heritable trait, misses the point: because even if it were
true, it would not make homosexuality right ‒ morality is not defined by genes. To answer the
question of right and wrong, reference must be made to a moral standard; and as Christians,
we have that perfect moral standard here in God’s word.

Others argue that the range of “options” presented by the acronym LGBTQ+, is really harmless:
no one gets hurt, as long as its consensual ‒ but that is also not true. Adultery and fornication
are harmful, even if “consensual”! Any deviation from God’s will is harmful ‒ He as Creator
knows what is best for us; we do not.
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Yet another false perspective about the nature of homosexuality is that it is a genuine
expression of love: if two people in the LGBTQ community really love each other, and they are
in a committed relationship, then that is something beautiful; to be celebrated, not condemned.
But this is based on a unbiblical idea of “love.” The biblical definition of love is inseparably tied
to God’s law. However deep the attraction or affection between two people may be, however
intense and profound their feelings toward one another may be, if their relationship is
condemned by God in His word, as something against His will for humanity, then no Christian
can call that relationship “love.”

Again, there are those but who say things like “if that is who you are, you must be true to
yourself” ‒ but what does that mean, “be true to yourself”? Who are you, and who am I, that
we should be true to ourselves? I didn’t make myself; you didn’t make yourself; I didn’t design
and determine what it means to be human ‒ God made us; He defines humanity, we don’t get
to define it. We shouldn’t be true to ourselves, we should be true to God! In fact, the gospel
requires us to deny ourselves: because we are corrupt! But if we like that corruption and
embrace it, how can we be saved from its consequences? God became a man and died on a
cross, and rose again from the dead, so that we could be saved from “who we are,” as sinners!
Ultimately all these false perspectives about the nature of homosexuality are refuted by the
biblical truth of the gospel itself: because the gospel requires, and promises, a change of nature.

Finally, there are false perspectives concerning the proper Christian response to the LGBTQ
movement. Some say, “Christians should not keep harping on about this; we shouldn’t major on
this ‒ after all, Jesus never talked about it, so why should Christians?” We have already seen,
however, that Jesus spoke definitively concerning the biblical ideal of marriage: that is already a
contradiction of the LGBTQ position.

There are those who are angry at Christians for being unloving: “Christians should be more
positive,” they say, “more affirming; it’s not helpful to keep talking about sin.” Indeed, we do
not want to be unkind to anyone; we do not want to look down on anyone, or turn a blind eye
to their struggles ‒ there are many, even Christians, who do struggle against these kinds of
wrongful desires; we don’t discount that ‒ to some extent we sympathise: this painful struggle
against sin and against sinful desires is the experience of every true Christian. Even the apostle
Paul exclaimed, “O wretched man that I am!” But we cannot seek to minimise sin, just because
we are struggling against it. In fact, it would not be loving of anyone to make light of my sin,
just to make me feel better. The proper Christian response involves a rebuke of sin, and a
restoration to the truth, away from sin.

There are also those who say that our response as Christians should be to affirm and embrace
those in the LGBTQ community: there should be LGBTQ Christians; they should be ordained to
ministry; they should have equal rights. But again, the issue of “equal rights” is really out of
place in this context. From a Christian perspective, we are indeed all equal, whether LGBTQ or
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otherwise; all equal ‒ equally made in the image of God; equally bound to obey God and
worship Him only; we have all equally failed to do that; all equally fallen from His perfect
standard; all equally condemned by His perfect justice; and we may all equally be saved by the
atoning death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. That is our equality ‒ and that
equality continues in the church: we are all equally bound by the laws that God has laid down.
Someone who is living in wilful disobedience to God cannot be affirmed and embraced by
Christians, and certainly cannot be ordained to ministry; and that applies equally to all forms of
persistent, wilful disobedience and sin.

We do, indeed, desire to welcome those in the LGBTQ community to be Christians! But here,
again, the gospel applies equally to all ‒ anyone who would be a Christian must repent of his or
her sins and come to Christ in repentance, and be saved through His blood.

Possibilities

In addition to these false perspectives, against which we must be on our guard, there is also a
great deal of pressure exerted by society at large, to conform to the view that the LGBTQ
lifestyle is acceptable and good. This is something that we find very much promoted in the
media: news coverage is generally positive; the realm of entertainment greatly supports it;
celebrities endorse it; movies and TV shows present it in a positive light. Everywhere there is
the impression given that this movement represents the moral progress and advancement of
our society, and those who do not conform are vilified. Increasingly, we find legal force being
brought to bear on this issue.

Without going into the details of such cases, the point here is this: because of this pressure, you
will not be able to keep silent, or keep your head down. The pressure is such that nothing less
that complete affirmation will be required of you by our contemporary society: you cannot
remain on the fence! The issue will surely come up, and you will be forced to make a stand.

Discerning Response
That brings us to our final point: on this issue of homosexuality, we as Christians living in
contemporary society cannot keep quiet; we are required by God to give an answer, and we will
be asked by the world to give an answer ‒ where do you stand on this issue? So how can we, as
Christians seeking to glorify God, respond rightly? There are two aspects to our response that
we ought to keep in mind: discernment; and direction.

Discernment

By discernment I mean to say that we have to walk a fine line. We should not be going around
“looking for trouble” ‒ we recognise that this is a sensitive and emotionally-charged issue for
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many people. Of course, just because it is a sensitive issue for people, does not mean we should
affirm it! But it is a genuine struggle for many, and we don’t want to trample all over that. We
should ask ourselves, what am I trying to achieve?

At the same time, we cannot afford to be compromising in our stand: we cannot keep quiet for
fear of offending people; we cannot condone the LGBTQ lifestyle or movement. Remember the
experience of Lot, in Genesis 19:12-14. We must pray for discernment, that we may be
uncompromising, without being unnecessarily and unprofitably provocative.

Direction

That brings us finally to the “direction” that will help to guide our discerning response. What is
really needed is the gospel, and our response must direct people to the gospel. The root
problem of humanity is sin: all these issues that we discuss here can be traced to this source,
and the solution to all these difficulties, the message that the world needs to hear, is the
message of the gospel.

We must recognise, first of all, that we need this message too. A focus on the gospel helps us to
avoid any semblance of self-righteousness, because we preach this message as those who,
being sinners, have experienced for ourselves the truth of the gospel. This must be the
direction of our response: look to yourself first, make sure of your own salvation ‒ have you
experienced the transforming power of the gospel? Then point others ‒ with love, but without
compromise ‒ to this message: you are not unique in being a sinner; I am too, but I was
changed, and by God’s grace, you can be changed too.

People may not want that; they may reject that; we cannot force this on anyone ‒ but our
purpose is to point to the message that change is possible. You and I are condemned before
God, but we don’t have to stay that way. There is hope, because of God’s grace, because the
Lord Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, took our sins on Himself, and suffered the full
penalty due for them, died for us, and rose again, conquering death on our behalf. Though we
have no righteousness of our own, His righteousness can be imputed to us.
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