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THE CHRISTIAN AND THE PANDEMIC

Overview
The current pandemic has loomed large over all of us for the past two years and more. Much
has been said on the subject of how Christians ought to think about and respond to the
pandemic. We will take this opportunity to consider some of these issues together.

Biblical Perspective
In order rightly to understand the place of disease in this world, we should remember that
diseases of all kinds came into the world after the fall. We know this, simply because God saw
that all He had made was “very good” (Gen 1:31). Thus diseases in general are reminders to us
as Christians, and pointers to the world in general, of the reality of sin.

Additionally, there is a biblical description of disease particularly associated with the end of the
world (Matt 24:1-8). The point here seems to be that such things ‒ wars, diseases, earthquakes
‒ which are reminders of the reality of sin, will continue on, as harbingers of God’s final
judgment against sinners.

Biblical Response
How does such an understanding inform our Christian, biblical response? First of all, the
Christian response clearly cannot be one of shock, or despair. God has told us that these things
will come to pass! Moreover, we understand why these things come. Nor should the Christian
response be flippant or uncaring. While we are not cast down by fear, we should recognise the
suffering and death that can result from diseases and pandemics such as this one. Thus the
Christian response should be compassionate and active: with prayer; with compassionate giving;
and with submission to authorities.

Conclusion
Again, as Christians, our response to the pandemic must be centred around the gospel. This is a
reminder of the great need of humanity: salvation from the wrath to come; forgiveness of sins
through Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of the world.
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