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INTRODUCTION

Overview
We are beginning a series studying various aspects of Christian life in this world, dealing
particularly with some issues relevant to our times. It is important for us as Christians to think
about these things, as we have been saved for a purpose, and given a mission by our Saviour
and Lord. We are not drifting through this life, waiting for the next: but we are actively seeking
to serve the Lord and perform His will.

It is this call to comprehensive Christian service that we find in Romans 12:1-2. This will serve as
our introduction to this series, as we consider the motive of our service, the matter of our
service, and themanner of our service to God in this world.

Motive of Service
Paul has been systematically laying out the gospel: all have sinned; if we are to be saved it must
be by grace alone, through faith alone; thus we have great assurance in God’s electing love,
because He is faithful to His promises. But in grounding the call to Christian service, Paul
focuses on one particular aspect of the gospel: “the mercies of God.”

In other words, we are besought here to offer our willing service to God, whole-heartedly and
without reluctance, in response to His mercies revealed in the gospel. We live as Christians in a
non-Christian world, committed to serve the God who has saved us out of this world and out of
the destruction to which it is headed.

Matter of Service
But what is our service to God? In what does it consist? What exactly are we called to present
to God, when we are called to serve Him? Paul calls this service a presenting of our bodies as a
“living sacrifice” unto God. This is simply a description of a life surrendered to do the will of God,
because the body that performs all the activities of life has been presented as a sacrifice to God.
This, remember, is a deliberate and voluntary act, flowing directly from the gospel. We are
called here to offer willingly to God what is already His: our lives, body and soul, purchased by
the blood of Christ.

This means that our lives must be holy, consecrated, set apart for God’s service. After all, the
sacrifice that was given for us, was holy and pure! We have been given new life in Christ: but
not so we can fill this new life with all the filth of the old. Then also, our lives must be
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acceptable ‒ and they can be, because of Christ! This is not a privilege we should ever take for
granted: that through Christ we can bring to God what is acceptable to Him.

Paul calls this our reasonable service, meaning that nothing else is acceptable: this is what God
requires. To try to serve God our own way, with our own inventions, is futile. But just as to offer
to God what He does not require is vanity, so also to withhold from God what He does require
is sin. To offer our lives to God, and yield ourselves to do His will, is our reasonable service: to
hold back any part of our lives would be to trample on His grace.

Manner of Service
How then are we to render this service to God? Paul reminds us here of our situation, as
Christians in a non-Christian world. It is important for us to remember that this world ‒ this
system constructed and operated by fallen man ‒ is not benign or even neutral.

Yet for all its opposition to God, this world also seeks to bring all of us into conformity to its
principles and ways. There is great temptation and pressure for us to live our lives not in
accordance with God’s will, but in accordance with worldly principles: to seek after our own
pleasure, rather than God’s; to chase material wealth and carnal ambitions.

We must actively seek, therefore, not to be conformed to the world, but rather to be
transformed, as Paul says, by the “renewing” of our minds. Our minds need to be fed,
nourished, with spiritual truth. We need to “desire the sincere milk of the word,” as Peter says
(1 Pet. 2:2). This requires great diligence on our part, but there is also a great reward: because
when we seek the will of God, and do it, we will prove for ourselves that it is “good, and
acceptable, and perfect.”
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