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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

SERMON ON THE MOUNT (II) 

 

LESSON SEVEN: SINGLE OR EVIL EYE? 

 

I. PASSAGE 

 

Matthew 6:22-23, “22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body 

shall be full of light. 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore 

the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!” 

 

II. INTRODUCTION 

 

In the last lesson, we have learnt how it is important for us to lay up treasures in heaven rather than on 

earth. These heavenly treasures are the knowledge of God found in His Word that will change our life 

for Him. The more we know Him, the more our life is changed for Him, and the richer we are before 

Him. These are the treasures that will be everlasting and they belong to us forever. No one can take 

that away from us.  

 

However, earthly treasures will continue to be potential snares used by Satan to catch our heart through 

our eyes and our flesh, even to the stirring up of our pride to want more. Because of the love of money, 

we dream of them. We pursue after them. And in so doing, we end up storing treasures on earth rather 

than in heaven. We will seek to be rich physically towards ourselves but not rich spiritually towards 

God. 

 

As God’s children, we must not give ourselves the liberty of a choice. When we like it, we follow 

Christ. When we don’t like it, we follow the world. No, we should not and must not do that. 

Unfortunately, many Christians are guilty of it. Materialism is a serious issue which the Lord is 

addressing to His disciples whether their eye is single or evil. 

 

III. THE EYE THAT IS SINGLE (verse 22) 

 

The basic function of the eye is to see. And this function of sight is described as the light of the body. 

It depends on the condition of the eye whether the body is light or darkness. When the eye is single, 

the whole body is full of light. The word “single” has the meaning of joining together as one. In other 

words, we are shown God’s will and direction and what should we do? We should follow, and join 

together as one with God so that we follow His will and direction. In so doing, it will make our whole 

body full of light. 

 

This is what God wants us to have: an eye that is single. In other words, when we follow God’s will 

and direction, we are doing that which is good, right, and wellpleasing to God. Nothing else should 

take His place. And in conjunction with the previous lesson on treasures, God will bless us because 

we will be laying up treasures in heaven and we are seeking to be rich towards Him. That is why our 

whole body is full of light. This proves we are on the right path. 

 

Spurgeon wrote “A heart professedly set upon heaven but held in bondage to earth is like an eye 

blinded by the intrusion of a foreign substance, involving the unfortunate owner of it in darkness. There 

is no such thing as seeing spiritual things while the soul's windows are fastened up with shutters of 

worldliness. If thy motive be single — if thou hast only one motive, and that a right one — the master 

one of glorifying God — if thy eye be single. When a man’s highest motive is himself, what a dark 

and selfish nature he has; but when his highest motive is his God, what brightness of light will shine 
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upon all. Two leading principles cannot rule in one heart; they cannot both be master. Either sin or 

grace will engross the whole heart; neither will submit to compromise.” 

 

How true! The eye that is single will remain faithful to God and that includes his motive that determines 

the path that he is going to walk. It becomes clear what his motives are according to where he is going. 

If he is walking according to God’s will and direction, then he is in on the right path.  

 

IV. THE EYE THAT IS EVIL (verse 23) 

 

If our eye is not single, then it becomes an eye that is evil. An eye that is not joined together as one 

with God is considered evil. We who have single eye join with God as one. However, if we try to join 

with God and at the same time join with another, our eye becomes evil. With such an evil eye, the light 

of the body becomes darkness. 

 

We are supposed to follow God’s will and direction only. But the moment we try to follow any other’s 

will and direction, we end up having an evil eye. And we caused our whole body to be full of darkness. 

And God will not be pleased with us and bless us. 

 

Phil Newton wrote concerning light being darkness and the spiritual implications, “This is where Jesus 

sets forth a most interesting oxymoron: ‘If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the 

darkness!’ Keep in mind that "light," in this context, refers to understanding that governs one's life. If 

the "eye is bad," if that part of the person that should be single-minded in devotion to Christ has mixed 

motives and double-minded desires, then the whole understanding is "darkness." Jesus did not say that 

the understanding was 'in darkness', but rather it "is darkness." Sin affects the motives and desires and 

pursuits of life. Such a person's life is governed by sin and not by Christ. What makes it worse is that 

this person is convinced that he understands the gospel, Christianity, and righteous living. You cannot 

tell him anything. His understanding is "darkness," but he does not know it. He is totally blind to truth. 

He may know lots of facts and may have the ability to discuss theological issues, but his understanding 

is "darkness" so that he does not profit by what he knows in terms of how he behaves or deals with 

life-issues. He has embraced a form of Christianity that Christ does not approve. He has sought to 

straddle the fence of the gospel and the world, or he has created his own form of religion that satisfies 

him, and he does not realize that everything that he sees is bound by darkness. Like the hypocrites that 

Jesus has already exposed, he does his religious duty with selfish motives - to be noticed by others. He 

thinks he sees. He is convinced that he understands. But Jesus declares that the light of his 

understanding is darkness.” 

 

As Christians, we must ensure our eye be single and not evil. This is the only way that our whole body 

be full of light. We must always walk according to God’s will and direction. There will be many tests 

of our faith along the journey of our life on this earth. Beware not to let the eye become evil. Otherwise, 

we will stop reading the Bible. We will stop praying. We will stop all contact from any Christian 

fellowship. We will end up wanting to have nothing to do with God and His people. And the light that 

is supposed to be in us will become darkness, and how great is that darkness! This is serious. We must 

pray earnestly that none of us will end up in this category. May God help us. Amen. 


