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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

SERMON ON THE MOUNT (II) 

 

LESSON SIX: TREASURES 

 

I. PASSAGE 

 

Matthew 6:19-21, “19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 

and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

 

II. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Lord is moving towards a section that deals with materialism. Materialism has always been a big 

problem for mankind. That include you and me who are children of the Most High God. Although we 

were born naked, we were almost immediately clothed, given food, a cover and a soft bed to sleep 

upon. And even when we die, under normal circumstances, we do not die naked. We will be dressed 

with our favourite wear, given a proper clean up, and lying as though we are “sleeping” in a coffin. 

 

However, we know without a doubt, when we die, we do leave this world totally emptyhanded because 

there is absolutely nothing we can bring with us to heaven. That includes those who go to hell. That is 

why Job is theologically right to say, “… Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 

return thither…” (see Job 1:21). 

 

From the time we were born, we were fed and being led all the way to independence. And we build 

our career and family, and even until we die, we are always surrounded by material things. But, 

between heavenly and earthly treasures, which one will we choose? 

 

III. TREASURE ETERNAL TREASURES (verses 19 to 20) 

 

The words “lay up” and “treasures” are from the same Greek word. The only difference is that one is 

a verb, and the other is a noun. Literally it means, Do not “treasure” for yourselves earthly “treasures.” 

It goes the same for verse 20: But, “treasure” for yourselves heavenly “treasures.” 

 

The word “lay up” gives the meaning of storing and accumulation. There is nothing wrong in storing 

and accumulation. It is what you are storing and accumulating that matters. In this passage, it is either 

earthly treasures or heavenly treasures. 

 

Earthly treasures are not meant to last. In the time of the New Testament, beside money, expensive 

garments are also highly sought after. These were garments made of high quality materials such as 

silk, scarlet and purple garments. But, no matter how expensive and high quality the precious garments 

are, they are still subjected to moth attack. Moths are similar to butterflies, except moths like garments 

while butterflies like flowers. Moths will leave holes in garments and as a result causing the beautiful 

garments to become unwearable any more. That was what the Lord meant here. 

 

Beside moths, rust can also destroy. Rust has the idea of eating. In those days, some would store up 

crops of the harvest like wheat, corn, barley, and take comfort in great barns of much provision that 

may last them a few lifetimes. But rust will corrupt them. It will eat into them like a disease left behind 

by worms, rats and other pests and they would become useless. This is what it meant here. 
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Beside moths and rust, thieves will also come in and steal the earthly treasures. Even if we build high 

walls, employ watchmen to keep watch, there is still possibility that they can be stolen. Do we really 

think we will have them forever? Is that our all consuming desire to be after earthly treasures that will 

not last and thinking they will always be found in our hand forever? 

 

Do not seek earthly treasures because they do not last at all. We may have them but we must not let 

them control us that we become slaves to them. 

 

What should we seek then? The Lord says in verse 20, “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:” It is 

almost the same thing in verse 19. We should not seek earthly treasures because they are not lasting. 

We should seek heavenly treasures because they are eternal. 

 

So, in other words, heavenly treasures are direct opposite of earthly treasures and will never be 

subjected to any corruption and will never be taken away by anybody. It is everlasting and it belongs 

to us forever. Be rich towards God is what it means by storing up treasures in heaven and seeking 

heavenly treasures. Many seek to be rich towards themselves. That’s why they are willing to be slaves 

for the world and kowtow to the demands of the world in return for more benefits and profits in terms 

of dollars and cents. No doubt they are rich materially, but they are definitely not rich spiritually 

towards God. 

 

One may be a poor man in man’s eyes, but in God’s eyes he is a rich man when he has sought after 

heavenly treasures. And his wealth is not measured by how much he has in the bank or how many 

properties he owned in his name. His wealth will be measured by his treasures in heaven. 

 

That’s why the Lord says in verse 21, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” This 

is the second lesson the Lord gave to us. 

 

IV. TREASURE GOD’S TREASURE (verse 21) 

 

We are to seek heavenly treasures because it is God’s treasures. And that is where our heart ought to 

be found. Money is important but money is not more important than God. Some people try to mock 

Christians by saying, ‘I won’t be foolish like you do. You think God is going to drop money from the 

sky. I can live without God. But I cannot live without money and I will earn money by my own hand. 

So, I don’t need God.’ 

 

How do we reply to them? Walking by faith from God’s perspective will lead us to answer: ‘Is not God 

the one who gives us a brain to think, and strong arms and legs to work a living? Without Him doing 

that, we are absolutely nothing. For this reason, we are thankful, for this is how He supplies and 

provides for us. All praise and glory be to God.’ 

 

Many have taken God for granted, including believers. That’s why the love of money is the root of all 

evil. Money is not evil in itself when it is used for the glory of God. It is the love of money that makes 

a whole world of difference. Our heart is not in seeking earthly treasures but heavenly treasures because 

these are God’s treasures. 

 

God’s treasures are God’s instructions laid down for us in His holy Word. They are good for us. They 

are good for us in building our faith together as His people. Our security is no more on earthly things 

but in God who provides and supplies all that we need in life. “Where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also.” Is God’s treasures found in our heart today? May God help us. Amen. 

 


