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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

SERMON ON THE MOUNT (II) 

 

LESSON ELEVEN: JUDGING 

 

I. PASSAGE 

 

Matthew 7:1-6, “1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 

judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 3 And why beholdest thou 

the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how 

wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine 

own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly 

to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast 

ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.” 

 

II. INTRODUCTION 

 

Christianity today is confusing to the world. The reason is because Christians themselves are confused. 

Christians are supposed to preach and teach the Bible, which is God’s Word, and be shining lights to 

the unbelieving world. But, when some of them do not know the Bible rightly, and therefore, they 

applied wrongly, it becomes confusing to the world. Therefore, it is important for us who are God’s 

children, know our Bible well and rightly. 

 

While pointing out the truth, it is important that errors be highlighted and corrected at the same time. 

It is crucial not only to identify the true light, but it is also important to identify the false lights. This 

is judging. However, some disagreed and believed it is wrong to judge one another. They quoted 

Matthew 7:1 and claimed that this is what the Lord Jesus Himself taught the disciples in the Sermon 

on the Mount. 

 

Should Christians judge or not? It is important that we understand the Lord’s teaching on judging 

rightly, and not become confused. Otherwise, we will misquote His Word and teach wrong doctrine. 

Matthew 7:1 does not stand alone. This verse needs to be understood correctly in the immediate 

context. This lesson is to help us understand the Lord’s teaching concerning judging in Matthew 7:1-

6. May the Holy Spirit be our Teacher. 

 

III. STOP WRONG JUDGING (Verses 1 to 2) 

 

After reading verse 1, we must not stop there and form a doctrine out of it. This is a dangerous method. 

God’s Word must be understood in its context. If not, we will make God say what He did not say. We 

will then misrepresent Him and teach falsehood. Many false doctrines are formed using such a 

dangerous method. We must avoid this and always understand God’s Word in its CONTEXT. 

 

Verses 1 and 2 must be read together. The Lord is dealing with a common problem among men. It is 

the problem of wrong judging. From time to time, we pass judgments, whether small or great. It is 

almost our second nature. We like to make comments and form opinions on the things we see and 

information we receive. However, there are times which the things we see and information we receive 

are not complete and do not present the whole picture. When that happens, we fail to find out the whole 

truth and make the necessary clarification. As such, we passed unfair and wrong judgments. 

 

This is what the Lord wanted us to avoid. That’s why He said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged. For 

with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 

to you again.” 
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When we make wrong and unfair judgment, we will be held responsible by God for what we have 

done. The Lord did not mean that it is wrong for us to make judgment. However, it is wrong to make 

wrong judgment. Wrong judgment must be stopped. This is against God’s character who is always just, 

righteous and fair. As His children, we must also be like Him, to be just, righteous and fair. 

 

And being just, righteous and fair, God will deal with us accordingly when we passed wrong judgment. 

God takes this very seriously. As such, we must not take it lightly. We must make sure with due diligent 

to find out the truth before we make any form of judgment. Stop wrong judging. 

 

IV. CULTIVATE RIGHT JUDGING (Verses 3 to 5) 

 

In learning to stop wrong judging, we must cultivate right judging. The Lord gave an illustration of 

how we are to cultivate right judging. It is the use of the mote and beam which are found in the eye. 

Interestingly, the Lord painted a picture about a man with the beam in his own eye who is trying to 

help another friend with a mote in his eye. 

 

This man has totally missed the beam in his own eye which is a bigger problem than the other person’s 

mote in his eye. And the Lord called such a man “hypocrite!” It is indeed hypocritical and ironic how 

one can ignore his own bigger problem while addressing other people’s seemingly smaller problem. 

 

The solution here is not giving one’s right to judge others if his own problem is smaller than others. 

The Lord gave the solution. The man is to remove the beam in his own eye first. After that is done, he 

can see clearly and is in a better position to help the man with the mote in his eye. 

 

It is always necessary for us to do self-examination of our own spiritual life. Many a time, we harbour 

a critical spirit and always on the look-out for other people’s faults. The moment someone makes a 

transgression, we are all ready to pound and launch our attack. We fail to watch out for our own 

spiritual conduct, be it in thought, word or deed. 

 

Again, the Lord has proven His point that it is not wrong to judge. If it is wrong to judge, even after 

the removal of the beam of his own eye, the man should just mind his own business not to bother about 

the mote in the other person’s eye. Yet the Lord said that the one who has own beam removed should 

be able see clearly now in order to remove the mote in the other person’s eye. We are to cultivate right 

judging. 

 

V. JUDGING WISELY (Verse 6) 

 

The Lord continues His teaching on judging to verse 6. This is a difficult verse. While we are to stop 

wrong judging and cultivate right judging, the Lord “sidelined” a group of people whom we are to 

judge wisely. They are labelled as dogs and swine which are quite demeaning to be called such in those 

days. 

 

Dogs were scavengers which were ferocious and mercilessly tore apart their prey. They were false 

believers who are resistant and stubborn to the truth. Swine were referred to as unbelievers who are 

outright wicked and profane in words and behaviour. Both false believers and unbelievers were 

scoffers and they blasphemed God willfully and not ignorantly. To such, the Lord says, ‘Do not give 

that which is holy to the false believers,’ and ‘Do not cast pearls to the unbelievers.’ They were going 

to abuse the truth, defame God’s name and attack God’s people. 

 

We must judge wisely. For those who refused to believe after we have shared with them the truth, if 

they respond with great resistance, we must leave them alone. To those who are receptive to the truth, 

by all means, we are to continue to reach out to them. But to those who are resistant and become hostile 

to our Christian faith, we must leave them alone. Let us judge wisely. May God help us. Amen. 


