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It is natural to stay away from people who hate, despise or dislike us. It is also natural for us to 

want to get even. Even as new creatures in Christ, we sometimes have this attitude. But should 

we always be hateful and feel this way? The Lord Jesus reminded us in Matthew 5:43-48, that 

we are not to hate our enemies, but to love and pray for them. Enemies here refer to our personal 

enemies. 

 

1. What it means to make no peace with the enemy. Besides our personal enemies, there 

are enemies of God. With enemies of God, we are not to have any peace, dealings, relationship, 

or idea of supporting them to further do works that are against God. We are also not to take 

justice into our own hands or retaliate against them. It is up to God to deal with them in His 

own timing. We will eventually see God’s vengeance on those who constantly do evil. If we 

join them, we will also receive God’s vengeance. God is just and will bring justice to those 

who are against Him. 

 

Elisha called a prophet (referred to as “the young man” in 2 Kings 9:4) to go to Ramoth-gilead 

and anoint Jehu, “the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi,” to be king over Israel (2 Kings 

9:3). And Jehu was an evil man who was used by God. The young man prophet faithfully did 

as Elisha instructed. God’s instructions to Jehu to smite the house of Ahab (2 Kings 9:7) was 

already known among the prophets. This can be traced back to 1 Kings 21:21: “him that pisseth 

against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel.” It means to kill and cut off the 

family of Ahab and those who worship Baal. 

 

2. God’s plan can work out through evil men. When Jehu knew about his anointing as 

king, he had this evil desire to take the throne. His fellow captains saw this opportunity to 

become important people, thus they supported Jehu hastily. Jehu continued to worship the god 

of Jeroboam. It is important to note that God did not give him this wicked way of doing things. 

He already had a wicked heart. God can give us the opportunities, but we are still accountable 

to God and will be held responsible. 

 

Jehu then showed off how he was supposedly fulfilling the will of God. Jehu went to Jezreel, 

and came to Joram, son of Ahab (2 Kings 9:16). Ahaziah (nephew of Joram, king of Judah) 

was also there. Jehu smote Joram (2 Kings 9:24). This was also a consequence of Jehoshaphat’s 

compromise, making peace with enemies of God. 

 

3. God is merciful and can forgive even the evil ones who turn back to Him. You may 

ask: why was the suffering inflicted on Joram, instead of his father, Ahab? In 1 Kings 21:29, 

we read that Ahab humbled himself before God, thus God did “not bring evil in his days: but 

in his son’s days…” Is this unfair? Ahab was the evil one, but he repented. Joram, however, 

continuously sinned in his life. 

 

It is not for man to take vengeance against our enemies. God in His sovereign plan will execute 

His will in His perfect way. Our emotions are usually involved unnecessarily when we try to 

get back at someone. We ought to let God handle the situation and stay wary of making peace 

with God’s enemies. 
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