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Israel is a testimony of the existence of a living and true God. The Lord continues to keep His 

promises, even till today. There were many times where Israel was a nation worthy of 

destruction, but was spared and taken care of by God. However, God also chastised and purged 

those kings who disobeyed Him. Knowing that we are a covenant people of God, we ought to 

be living and walking according to His ways.  

 

1. Jehoshaphat’s compromise, the root of Jehoram’s disobedience and compromise 

 

Jehoram (king of Judah) was the son of Jehoshaphat. When Jehoshaphat was king, he did right 

in God’s sight, but then failed when he compromised greatly by being unequally yoked when 

he helped Ahab (the wicked king of Israel). This compromise continued in the life of king 

Jehoram when he married Athaliah (Ahab’s daughter). This led him to commit much evil. “And 

he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab… and he did evil in the 

sight of the LORD” (2 Kings 8:18). 

 

Jehoram even followed the ways of his father-in-law in the worship of Baalim, which later led 

him to murder his own brethren as they advised him to worship only the Lord God of Israel (2 

Chron 21:13).  

 

Today’s parents ought to be wary of being compromisers as their children can be influenced. 

And God will surely punish compromisers.  

 

2. God’s faithfulness despite the wickedness of the people 

 

God could have judged immediately and eliminated all who sinned. “Yet the LORD would not 

destroy Judah for David his servant's sake, as he promised him to give him alway a light, and 

to his children” (2 Kings 8:19). And God kept His promise. This was God’s covenant with 

David that his kingdom and the kingdoms that will follow after will be established forever (2 

Sam 7:12-16). The Lord’s goodness and faithfulness is not dependant on us but on His promise 

(2 Sam 23:5). God keeps His covenant continuously.  

 

However, God, in His justice, will surely have to punish those who sin against His Word and 

will (2 Kings 8:20-25). He prepared a just punishment for Jehoram (2 Chron 21:5-7). He 

permitted Edom to rebel and to be at war with Judah, and also for Libnah to revolt. Jehoram 

was also then smote by sickness (2 Chron 21:18-19). This was because of his continued 

defiance against God whilst being egged on by his wife Athaliah who was wicked like her 

parents (Ahab and Jezebel).  

 

Despite our sins, God has not cast away His people, His elected ones. This is because of the 

covenant of grace that He has established with us through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The just punishment that we deserve has been paid for by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

If you have not yet believed Jesus, but have been spared still, it is because God wants you to 

go to Jesus and be saved.  

 

The Lord will not destroy the church, His bride. But we must be sure that we are in the light 

and are following Him. He has made a covenant and He will fulfil it. Thank God for His mercy 

and grace. 
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