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To deceive is to cause someone to believe something that is not true. This can be done through 

telling half-truths, or by withholding certain information from the person. It can be done for 

personal gain, or out of fear. One such example is scams, where millions of dollars are lost 

every year through lies and deceit.  

 

By its very nature, the heart is deceitful. Although we are saved, the remnant of the flesh is still 

within us and we still have this deceptive tendency. We must be aware of this, otherwise we 

will refuse to acknowledge and get rid of our sin. The worst deception is when we deceive 

ourselves into thinking that we are saved when we are not.  

 

Deceitfulness concealed (2 Kings 8:7-9) 

Ben-hadad (king of Syria) was sick and asked his servant Hazael to enquire of Elisha if he will 

recover (2 Kings 8:8). The repeated use of the conjunction “and” in 2 Kings 8:9 implies that 

Hazael did everything purposefully, apparently showing his faithfulness to the king.  

 

When he met with Elisha, he referred to the king as Elisha’s son (2 Kings 8:9). Since the king 

was over Syria and over his servant Hazael, it shows how much lower Hazael viewed himself 

compared to Elisha. This apparently showed Hazael’s humility.   

 

Deceitfulness exposed (2 Kings 8:10-12) 

Elisha told Hazael that the king would recover from his sickness (2 Kings 8:10). Yet, Elisha 

knew from the Lord that the king would be killed after his recovery. Knowing Hazael’s deceit, 

Elisha then fixed his gaze on Hazael (2 Kings 8:11), and Hazael felt ashamed, possibly because 

he knew the intentions of his own heart. And Elisha wept, for he knew what evil Hazael would 

do to the children of Israel (2 Kings 8:12).  

 

Calling Elisha “my lord” (2 Kings 8:12), Hazael continued to maintain a posture of humility. 

But all Elisha saw was the wickedness of Hazael’s heart.  

 

Deceitfulness manifested (2 Kings 8:13-15)  

In 1 Kings 19:15-17, we are told that God had already revealed to Elisha that Hazael would 

become king. The evil that Hazael would do stemmed from the evil in his heart.  

 

While Elisha exposed Hazael’s wickedness in 2 Kings 8:12, Hazael denied that he would do 

such evil (2 Kings 8:13).  

 

Upon returning to the king, he told the king only half the truth: that he would recover from his 

sickness. Thus, he showed the deceitfulness of his heart, exposing his desire to be king. 

 

Then, Hazael killed the king by suffocation (2 Kings 8:15) and usurped the king’s throne. 

 

Application  

God’s Word is like a mirror showing the blemishes on our face. God’s Word is precious to us 

because it teaches us to be holy. Are we willing to let God’s Word expose the filth in us so that 

we will get rid of the filth? The process may be painful, but we must guard against the sin of 

deceit, and let God’s Word mould us. When we fear God, we will not fear what others may 

think of us, or the consequences of owning up to our mistakes. This will help us to grow in 

Christ-likeness every day. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


