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How and in what way does God provide for us? What does God’s providence mean? In 2 Kings 

8:1-6, the “woman” is the Shunammite woman referenced in 2 Kings 4. She had no children, 

and when she finally had a son, had to experience his death and then his resurrection. She 

experienced God’s providence in two ways: first, being able to give birth to a son, and 

subsequently, had her son brought back to life after he died.  

 

God can provide for us by giving us simple instructions, and we must obey Him. Through 

Elisha, God gave the woman His instruction: to leave Israel because a famine was approaching, 

and it would last seven years.  

 

Romans 8:28: “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose.”  

 

God’s providence is not something mystical. God often gives us clear instructions. Sometimes, 

when God’s instructions do not suit our will, we do not want to obey Him. And we make 

excuses by saying that we are not sure of what God wants us to do. Are we guilty of this? 

 

God’s instruction to the Shunammite woman was clear, and it required faith on her part to obey 

God, i.e. to leave Israel for seven years.   

 

When God wants to provide for us, He instructs us accordingly, and His instruction may 

sometimes seem humanly bizarre. To “sojourn” (2 Kings 8:1) means that the woman was 

going to be a pilgrim in a foreign land. She was to leave everything familiar to her (her land, 

house, etc) and go to the land of the Philistines even when there was no famine in Israel at that 

time. The woman was ready, and she obeyed. When we clearly know God’s instructions, we 

too must simply obey God, no matter how strange His instructions may seem, and whether we 

can or cannot understand.  

 

When seven years were up, the woman returned to Israel. She was met with a problem: her 

house and land had been taken (2 Kings 8:3). So, she went to seek help from the king.  

 

Sometimes, in obeying God, we may meet with hurdles. When that happens, God can provide 

through some form of process (eg: an appeal, a lawsuit, etc) to help us cross the hurdles. This 

could be God’s way of making His will clearer to us, or for us to bear a testimony for Himself 

in the process. On our part, we have to be diligent in following Him. When God’s will is clear 

to us, we must continue to obey no matter what difficulties are in our way.  

 

Do you believe that the life you are living is God’s will for you?  
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