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1. Background 

 

The Syrians, under king Benhadad, besieged Samaria (2 Kings 6:24-29). There was a great 

famine. Food became so scarce that even an ass’s head and dove’s dung were valuable, and 

people ate their own children. God, in His mercy, delivered Samaria, showing His goodness to 

Samaria despite their sins. At times, God allows us to face difficulties so as to strengthen our 

faith and trust in Him (Isa 41:10). 

 

2. Do not doubt God’s Word 

 

The Word of God is certain, and we must hear it and respond in belief. God through Elisha 

declared that “a measure of flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel” 

(2 Kings 7:1). This would be a drastic difference from the time of the famine when dove’s dung 

cost five shekels. A lord responded in unbelief because of the hardness of his heart. Thus, 

Elisha prophesied he would not get to enjoy the blessing promised (2 Kings 7:2).  

 

Are we also hardened in heart, not taking God at His word? God is the God of miracles, who 

delivered Israel from the Egyptians, parted the Red Sea, brought down the walls of Jericho. 

Should we not believe what He says? The Person of God Himself must be the basis of our 

belief. Do we trust Him and put Him first, remembering how He has been faithful to us? We 

often face difficulties and opposition from those who reject biblical truths (eg: creation), but 

we must stand firm on God’s Word. 

  

3.  Do we doubt God’s Word and not believe that it will be fulfilled? 

 

God delivered Israel without Israel having to act. God can use the lowliest to do His work. God 

used the lepers to find the empty camp and then to share the news with the city. The king was 

sceptical, but God used a servant to propose that the king sent a few people to check it out. 

Truly, they found the camp deserted. And there was an abundance of food, just as God 

promised Elisha.  

 

We must have faith that God will fulfil His promises to the letter. Let us seek Him first and 

obey Him: keep the Lord’s Day holy, tithe in faith that God will provide, and be faithful to 

Him.  

 

As for the doubtful lord, he was crushed to death by the people, unable to taste of the food, just 

as Elisha prophesied. Many have heard the gospel and known of the blessings of salvation, yet 

in their rejection they are condemned, unable to enjoy the blessing. 

  

4. Conclusion 

 

To the world, keeping the Lord’s Day holy is not a financially feasible way of operating a 

business. But we must obey God and keep the Lord’s Day holy, and trust God to provide. 

Working on the Lord’s Day is like putting money into a bag with holes. God’s Word will 

always come to pass because of God’s character: He is sovereign, unchanging, faithful. We 

must have faith and not doubt, even when things seem contrary to human logic. Trusting and 

obeying is always good. We have many decisions to make: courses, schools, life partner, etc. 

Let us make godly decisions knowing that God’s Word is true and must be obeyed. All will be 

clear and fulfilled when Christ returns. 
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