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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We often request for many things in our life. But what matters more than what we request for 

is the motive of our request. In 2 Kings 2:1-15, we see that Elisha made a godly request and 

how it was answered. 

 

First, we see the need and the reason for Elisha’s godly request. Elijah’s time on earth was 

almost up. The Lord was about to call him home, and Elisha had already been appointed to be 

his successor and to continue his ministry. This marked the beginning of Elisha’s prophetic 

ministry. Elisha wanted to be faithful in his ministry. Persistence and faithfulness in ministry 

require a lot of diligence, but it also comes with a godly request. Elisha wanted a heart for his 

people. Thus, he had to make a godly request as people’s lives were at stake, and he needed to 

minister to the people. 

 

Second, we see the content of the godly request. In 2 Kings 2:9, Elisha requested for a “double 

portion” of Elijah’s spirit to be upon him. In the Old Testament, the eldest son is given a double 

portion by his father. Here, Elisha regarded Elijah as his spiritual father. In asking for a “double 

portion” of Elijah’s spirit, Elisha wanted the Holy Spirit to be upon him for the purpose of 

serving God. Elisha made the request to Elijah, but only the Lord could answer and fulfil it. 

Elisha was also asking for wisdom and the fear of the Lord to be in him by receiving the Holy 

Spirit into himself. 

 

Third, we see the answer to the godly request. Shortly after, Elijah was caught up by a 

whirlwind. He had gone home to be with the Lord. (Technically, Elijah was dead, but he did 

not actually die.) Elisha took the mantle that his mentor had left behind and performed the exact 

same miracle that Elijah did, signifying that he had taken over Elijah’s ministry. When he 

visited the sons of the prophets, they acknowledged him and bowed down to him (2 Kings 

2:15). 

 

We need the Spirit of God to do His work and to help us remain faithful to Him. When we have 

the Spirit of God in us, it will be manifested by His working in our hearts for His power and 

glory. With the Spirit of God, we will serve the Lord for His glory. But first, we need to ensure 

that we are born again and that we are walking right with the Lord.  

 

Are you sure that your life is right with God? If not, confess and repent of your sins and turn 

to Him as soon as possible. 
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