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Introduction 

Pride was the first sin of Lucifer and this sin continues to be committed by man, even in the 

church. It is a defiance of God and His Word, so we as God’s children must strive to resist 

pride in our lives. 

 

2 Kings 1:1-3: King Ahaziah was the son of Ahab and was a wicked king. He walked in the 

ways of his father, Jezebel and Jeroboam. Ahaziah fell through a lattice from the upper chamber 

and became sick. He wanted to seek Baal-zebub rather than God, wanting to hear something 

favourable. Pride drives us to seek messages that we want to hear, things of our own 

imagination to comfort us, instead of what God wants us to hear. This is self-deception.  

 

2 Kings 1:4-8: Elijah prophesied that Ahaziah would not recover, and he told it to Ahaziah’s 

servants. He was a true prophet, speaking honestly and directly. He did not add or subtract from 

God's Word. Pride makes us refuse God's Word and reject His servants. The messengers 

believed Elijah and delivered the news to Ahaziah. Yet in his pride, he refused to hear God’s 

message. Likewise, when we are proud, we shut our minds to God's Word. Pride makes us 

complacent and distracted with other thoughts, and this is to our own destruction. In our pride 

we ignore godly counsel and leaders, making foolish decisions although we have been told the 

truth. 

 

2 Kings 1:9-12: Ahaziah, in his arrogance, tried to kill the prophet instead of hearing him. 

When we are in sin, the words of God's messengers will prick us and if we are proud we will 

reject and persecute them. The captain of fifty sent to summon Elijah commanded Elijah to 

come down. Elijah sent fire to consume him and the fifty men. We must respect authorities 

placed by God over us. The second captain did the same and was consumed similarly, without 

learning from the first captain’s mistake because of pride.  

 

2 Kings 1:13-16: However, there is favour from God when we refuse to sin the sin of pride. In 

contrast to the previous two captains, the third captain entreated Elijah humbly. Thus, he was 

spared and Elijah went with him. God will give favour to those who humble themselves. James 

4:6 reads, “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth 

grace to the humble.” We should not promote ourselves or trust in ourselves, but let God be 

our Guide. 

 

2 Kings 1:17-18: Because he continued in his pride, Ahaziah was punished and died exactly as 

prophesied by Elijah. Ahaziah died in his pride. He saw the punishment on the captains. He 

saw the captain who was spared. Yet, he did not learn nor humble himself. We must learn from 

past experiences. The more we rely on ourselves in pride, the more God will have to humble 

us. These experiences teach us that we can do nothing on our own, and God must be exalted.  

 

Conclusion 

We must be careful of pride which can come especially when we have served God and we start 

to think that we are doing well. God will humble us and teach us to give Him glory and to serve 

by His strength. We must not rob God of His glory. If we continue to be wayward when God 

warns us through messengers, we will end up like Ahaziah, dying in our pride. We must learn 

to receive messengers from God, even when it comes from those near to us or lower than us.  

 


