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1. Introduction (1 Kings 22:41-42) 

 

God’s Word is the absolute standard that determines what it is right or wrong. Our acceptance 

of His Word must also be with the knowledge that we are always in the presence of the Lord. 

As such we must live in light of how God sees and evaluates our life. 1 Kings 22:41-42 gives 

us a brief introduction to Jehoshaphat who ruled Judah when Ahab ruled in Israel. His mother 

was Azubah and he reigned from 35 years of age for 25 years. 

 

2. How he did that which is good (1 Kings 22:43, 45, 46) 

 

(a)  1 Kings 22:43: Jehoshaphat walked in all his father Asa's ways. Asa was a good king, 

walking in David's ways (1 Kings 15:11-13). First, we see the extent of his good works: he 

walked in "all" the ways of Asa. Likewise, the heart’s desire of every Christian must be to do 

all that is right in God’s sight. Next, we see that Jehoshaphat was persistent in doing right as 

he “turned not aside.” He had a heart to obey God and wanted to please him by “doing that 

which was right in the eyes of the LORD.” 

 

(b)  1 Kings 22:45: In 2 Chronicles 17:7-19, Jehoshaphat sent Levites to teach in Judah and 

was courageous in fortifying the cities and army to protect Judah. His attitude to do right was 

centred on God’s Word.  

 

(c)  1 Kings 22:46: His attitude towards sin was that of hatred (1 Kings 15:12) as his father had 

done. He removed the remnant of the sodomites. Judah was to be a holy nation, a witness to 

the world. He was serious about sin and did not treat it lightly. 

 

(d)  1 Kings 22:47: He made sure that he does right. Edom had previously been subdued under 

Judah (2 Sam 8:14, 2 Kings 8:20) and this continued until after Jehoshaphat's time. In doing 

right in other areas, he did not neglect to continue doing right and ensured the Edomites 

remained subdued. 

 

3. How he did that which was wrong (1 Kings 22:43-44) 

 

(a)  1 Kings 22:43: One weakness of Jehoshaphat was that he did not do enough: “the high 

places were not taken away.” As 2 Chronicles 17:6 states that “he took away the high places 

and groves,” this must mean that some, but not all, the groves were taken away.  

 

(b)  1 Kings 22:44: He compromised in order to make peace with Israel (2 Chron 18:1-3). He 

compromised in battle, joining hands with Ahab, despite the prophets warning of defeat. He 

compromised in marriage, giving his son to marry Ahab’s daughter Athaliah, who later tried 

to end the kingly line. The peace he sought with Israel was not based on truth. He compromised 

in business (2 Chron 20:35-37) by building ships with Ahaziah. He finally learnt his lesson 

when God chastised him, breaking his relationship with Ahaziah, and stopping his compromise. 

  

4. Conclusion 

We also live in the sight of the Lord, guarding against the devil. We must beware of our 

relationships with unbelievers and not be unequally yoked. We must have the right view of 

doing what is right in all areas, and with persistence, based on God's Word, and understanding 

the sinfulness of sin. God will one day evaluate our lives. How will He judge our lives? Though 

we are imperfect, let us learn from our sins and repent, and turn to Him. We must persistently 

fight against sin because sin shames Christ’s name and hurts our testimony.  

 


