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In 1 Kings 21:25-29, we see a once-in-a-lifetime offer to Ahab. Ahab was a wicked king (1 

Kings 16:29-30). In the sight of the Lord, he was more evil than kings before his reign in the 

Northern Kingdom. Ahab sold himself to do evil – almost likened to a prostitute, giving 

oneself to the devil and then doing greater wickedness. In relation to Naboth, we see Ahab’s 

greed and submission to the wicked scheme of Jezebel, his wife, who incited him to do evil. 

Ahab was unworthy of any favours from God (1 Kings 21:26). He did abominably. He 

actively pursued the worship of idols, especially those of the Amorites. Today, many in their 

total depravity are like Ahab, and many are deep in idol-worship. As we look at Ahab’s 

wicked and abominable life, it would seem that he was undeserving of any grace or mercy 

from the Lord. Yet, he was given an opportunity to know the Lord.  

 

The Lord saw the wickedness of Ahab killing Naboth and possessing Naboth’s land. God 

sees everything and we are always in His sight. Hearing of God’s judgment caused Ahab to 

be fearful. It is natural that one would feel that way and momentarily think of God when one 

is faced with adversity (1 Kings 21:27). But how often will one remain repentant when the 

adversity has passed? “Humbleth” in 1 Kings 21:29 shows that Ahab was subdued, depressed 

and low-spirited, even meditating on his impending punishment. This punishment caused 

Ahab to show some remorse and repentance as he rented his clothes, lay in sackcloth, fasted, 

etc. This was a different response from his past wicked response. God recognised this 

humility that Ahab now displayed, and God gave him the opportunity to acknowledge and 

receive Christ as He is the only one who can truly reform him. But Ahab’s humility was not 

deep enough for him to acknowledge that he needed a reformation of his life. He did not 

believe the God of Israel and continued in his wickedness (1 Kings 22). It was a humility of 

outward repentance and fear of judgment, without a true desire for regeneration or for the 

Lord’s guidance.  

 

Many think that they can do something to pay for their sins and thus escape punishment, but 

that is not possible. It is only by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ that we can be saved. Then 

we are to walk with the Lord every day of our life. Every seemingly mundane and ordinary 

experience is an opportunity for us to seek God’s will for us. Ahab should have been more 

interested in seeking God’s will and favour. God was good to Ahab, delaying His judgment 

till the next generation. But Ahab forsook the opportunity to live a life of continued 

obedience to God. God’s goodness and kindness to us must cause us to repent of our sins and 

to renew our mind and life, unlike Ahab’s momentary repentance. The only way our lives can 

be changed is to fill our mind with God’s Word and allow the Spirit to redirect our lives. 

Despite the evil we have done against God, He is merciful.  

 

We must humble ourselves and go to the Lord, seeking His forgiveness and His wisdom. 

When God shows His mercy and gives grace, it is so that we may know His will for us, and 

submit to Him. These are offers for us to obey and live for Him, seeking His will for us. 

When the Lord puts a stop to our advancements in life, it could be out of His mercy to show 

us how oblivious we have been of His will for us, and how we need to rethink our service (or 

lack of it) to Him. He has redeemed and bought us. Let us not waste the opportunities to serve 

Him. May the tender mercies of the Lord lead us to turn to Him. May we acknowledge His 

goodness toward us and repent and live in obedience to Him.  

 

Romans 2:4: “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 

longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” 
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