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Ahab is often synonymous with wickedness. His wife, Jezebel, is also associated with 

wickedness. They brought in idol-worship, plotted to kill Elijah, and Jezebel later killed 

Naboth. Ahab brought judgment upon Israel, and this wickedness was the result of Ahab’s 

wilful rejection of God. Following his example, the people also rejected God. It was not that 

God had not revealed Himself to them or blessed them. Neither were they ignorant of God’s 

Word. It was because man wilfully chose darkness over light.  

 

1. Ahab did not deserve blessing (1 Kings 20:1-12) 

King Benhadad, along with 32 other kings, besieged Israel. In such a time of helplessness, 

Ahab chose to compromise, and accepted Benhadad’s terms of peace. This was against God’s 

purpose. The nation of Israel was to be a sovereign state, and a witness for God. Instead of 

taking a stand and following God’s purpose, Ahab relied on his own might and wisdom in 

leading the nation. When Benhadad altered his terms of peace, Ahab, out of pride, disagreed 

to those terms. This drove the nations to war. Ahab did not seek God’s will. He cared more 

about his face. Yet, even in Ahab’s undeserving state, the Lord sought him out.  

 

Through a prophet, God revealed Himself to Ahab, showing mercies and blessings (1 Kings 

20:13). The Lord wanted Ahab to understand that the God of his fathers is the same God who 

is faithful. He wanted Ahab to know Him and to experience His presence with him. The Lord 

is a gracious and merciful God who is powerful to save him, despite how undeserving he was. 

Ahab obeyed and he saw how obedience to the Lord brought blessings. He experienced the 

presence of the Lord with him twice. The prophet was sent once again, and Ahab obeyed 

again (1 Kings 20:23). Ahab again experienced God’s Word speaking to his heart. For His 

purpose, God worked in Ahab’s undeserving heart. He blessed Ahab because of His honour 

and name (1 Kings 20:28). The Syrians’ god was the god of the plains. But the true God, 

Jehovah, is the God of all. God wanted Ahab to know Him through all those experiences of 

deliverance, goodness and blessings. This was the hand of the Lord working.  

 

2. Ahab spurned his blessings (1 Kings 20:31-42) 

Despite the blessings he experienced, Ahab continued in sin and compromise. God’s enemies 

troubled God’s people, but Ahab spared them to honour his own name. Benhadad was a sore 

enemy just a year ago, and now Ahab called him a brother. He went on to even make terms of 

peace. In making a covenant with Benhadad, he disobeyed God for it was an unequal yoked. 

 

3. Ahab faced the consequence of spurning his blessings (1 Kings 20:42-43) 

Ahab was punished to face a gruesome death. This consequence shows us the severity of 

disobedience to God’s Word. Benhadad was delivered into Ahab’s hand, and yet he let this 

enemy of God go scot-free. As a penalty for sparing Benhadad’s life (1 Kings 20:42), God 

took Ahab’s life. Upon hearing of God’s judgment, Ahab remained stubborn and unrepenting, 

angry at God for His judgment. 

 

Ahab’s heart was revealed despite God’s goodness. Instead of turning to the Lord and 

seeking him, he spurned the Lord. Ahab did not turn to God nor repent.  

 

May the example of Ahab remind us to check, and make sure of, our own salvation. We are 

likewise undeserving, yet has God sought us, wanting us to know Him. We cannot know 

Christ nor is there salvation for us if we turn our backs toward him. Have we been like Ahab, 

turning away in anger when God exposes our sin? Cry out to Christ as only Christ can save. 
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