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1. Desire unity 

“United we stand, divided we fall.” The world understands this. But why do we often see 

division and infighting in the churches of Christ, instead of unity? The church is the 

household of faith. Believers are members of the same family, not enemies in a battleground. 

The church, the Body of Christ, is made up of believers working together in their different 

roles for the body to function properly. It cannot work if certain individual parts are self-

willed instead of following God’s will. Within our church, we must love one another in truth, 

provoke one another to good works and encourage one another in the faith. We must not act 

in a self-righteous way, or without consideration for others even though we speak the truth. 

We must endeavour (Eph 4:3) to keep the unity of the church because it is most precious. To 

endeavour is to pursue with all diligence, and with urgency. 

 

2. What is this unity that we desire? (Phil 2:1-2) 

This unity is not to be obtained at all costs. It must be based on having the same love of 

Christ, thus leading us to love others rightly, and in truth. We must have the same love of 

God and His Word, the same affections, “being of one accord” (Phil 2:2). To be “of one 

mind” (Phil 2:2) is to live according to His Word, thinking biblically, judging biblically. It 

does not ignore sin, but desires that all be firmly grounded in God’s Word and to grow 

spiritually. Such a desire will guard against jealousy. We will desire for God’s will to be done 

in the lives of others and will praise God for how He is using our brethren to do His work. 

Believers share one Lord, one faith, and have common spiritual experiences because we 

know Christ. “If” in Philippians 2:1 means “since,” i.e. it is a reality. We have “consolation 

in Christ”: He guides and encourages us, and we find great consolation in His Word. 

“Comfort of love” (Phil 2:1) refers to the love of God that is shed abroad in our hearts, for He 

died for us and purchased our salvation, and no one can pluck us out of His hand. The 

“fellowship of the Spirit” (Phil 2:1) implies that the Spirit is there to guide us each step of the 

way, and to help us in our service. The “bowels of mercies” (Phil 2:1) are the rich mercies of 

God. How can our heart not be affected by all these? These must be experienced by every 

true believer, and thus we should be united in these things. 

  

3. Achieving this unity (Phil 2:3-4) 

Humility is needed for unity. Unity cannot be achieved “through strife (eg: table-thumping) 

or vainglory” (Phil 2:3) which is extreme self-pride and boastfulness, which seek to promote 

oneself. To serve pridefully is to serve self. Pride is also manifested in self-righteousness, 

where we bring others down in order to make ourselves look good. In our churches, we are 

blessed with much faithful teaching, but we must beware of knowledge remaining in the head 

without reaching the heart, causing us to be puffed up. We must not have a holier-than-thou 

attitude, waiting to catch the mistakes of others and to criticise the weak. Any knowledge or 

strength we have is from God, and not of ourselves. We must not neglect to see our own 

faults when we see those of others, because we are not better than our neighbour. We are all 

great sinners saved by grace and we need to repent of our sins daily. Hence, we must minister 

with lowliness of mind, having the desire for others to be restored, not put down. To “esteem 

other better than ourselves” (Phil 2:3) is to consider others before self. How do we view self 

in relation to others? Are we rebellious and overly critical to authorities placed over us? If we 

cannot have the right spirit in relation to those above us, what more those below us or equal 

with us? We owe it to those below us to build them up, not to tear down or despise them. In 

fellowship, we are not to be self-seeking, but seek to serve and to minister to others, and be a 

blessing to others. Christ is our great example of humility and service to others. May we as 

Christians be united in obedience to Him. 


