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In 1 Kings 18, the Northern Kingdom of Israel was already in great apostasy. The people 

turned away from God, bowing before and trusting in other gods. God had already warned 

the people of the drought as one of the curses if they disobeyed Him (Deut 28:15). The 

people were in dire need of water. Yet, they were so deep in sin that they did not see it as 

God’s chastisement. Hence, God sent Elijah to rebuke them (1 Kings 18:1-8). 

 

Standing Strong Alone in the Midst of a Wicked King (1 Kings 18:17-20) 

Elijah feared meeting Ahab, the wicked king, but he had the courage because it was God who 

told him to do it. Thus, he was confident of God’s protection. 

 

Ahab blamed Elijah for troubling Israel. There were many false prophets of Baal and of the 

grove (Asherah: known as the mother of Baal or consort of fertility gods). Many followed 

and worshipped these gods. Elijah challenged them, even in front of Ahab. 

  

We are often easily put into silence when in the presence of wicked or assertive people. 

When we have this trust in God in our lives, we can face even wicked leaders. 

 

Standing Strong Alone in the Midst of Unbelieving People (1 Kings 18:21) 

Elijah had to rebuke those who had turned away from God. It can be intimidating when you 

have to tell people who may have supported you, helped you, or been part of your life, that 

they are wrong. Do you have the courage to do so? 

 

The word “halt” has the idea of hopping or having no opinion, or limping as in not walking 

straight. Today, many professing Christians are halting between the world and God’s Word. 

We have the Word of God that tells us of the truth. We cannot claim to be of the LORD and 

live as if we are of the world! Will you stand for the LORD even when difficulties come? Or 

will you move to the other side? 

 

Standing Strong Alone in the Midst of False Prophets (1 Kings 18:22-40) 

1 Kings 18:22: Elijah stood strong for the LORD alone even against the great number of false 

prophets. As Christians, we must not be discouraged if we are God’s remnant. The ways of 

the world may seem attractive, but we must never compromise God’s Word. Like Elijah, we 

must stand strong even when alone. 

 

1 Kings 18:23-24: Elijah trusted God and challenged the gods of Ahab. The people needed to 

see God’s power. Today, we do not need miracles or other evidence to prove that God is true. 

Do not mistakenly try to win unbelievers without the Bible. We have the complete Word of 

God that is enough for us to defeat the claims of the world. 

 

1 Kings 18:25-29: Baal did not respond to the desperate calls of the people. Satan may trick 

people into believing that the idols have power, but idols have no power.  

 

1 Kings 18:30-40: Elijah repaired the altar according to the promise of God. The people knew 

that the altar represented the covenant of the LORD towards the twelve tribes of Israel. Elijah 

did not shout, cry aloud, dance around or cut himself like the prophets of Baal. He simply 

yielded to God, doing everything in accordance to God’s Word. 

 

The only way we can stand strong alone in the LORD is through Christ who has promised to 

preserve us even until the end, with God’s Word and the Spirit of God helping us to stand 

strong for Him. We must trust not in ourselves, but depend on God alone in all situations. 


