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Introduction (1 Kings 18:1-2) 

We live in a wicked society that will not accept godly men who show reverence for God. This 

was also the case in Israel under King Ahab’s rule. Influenced by his idolatrous wife Jezebel, 

King Ahab persecuted God’s prophets and led Israel to worship Baal. One of the prophets being 

persecuted was Elijah, who in this passage was used by God to bring His word to Ahab after 

being in hiding during the famine he prophesied would come. 

 

1 Kings 18:3-4 

The governor of Ahab’s house was Obadiah, a man who “feared the LORD greatly.” (1 Kings 

18:3). We may wonder why a God-fearing man was found serving in the house of an ungodly 

king. Spiritually, the two had nothing in common, yet Obadiah (like godly people such as 

Daniel and Esther) was placed in high authority in close proximity to such a king. Such 

situations appear puzzling, yet God has a good purpose in all thing. We see that many strange 

and unexpected circumstances occur in life, but those who fear God can rest in Him because 

He is a good God who makes no mistakes.  

 

In 1 Kings 18:4, we see that because of Obadiah’s position in Ahab’s kingdom, he was able to 

help save and hide a hundred prophets in a cave, feeding them with bread and water even 

though it was at his own risk.  Those who fear God will not be held back by the fear of man, 

but do what God has called them to do courageously.  

 

Just as Obadiah was used by God in the position he was in, we too can do God’s work in 

whatever circumstances God places us in.  Whether in a school with ungodly and vexing peers, 

or in a class with trying teachers, God can use us. Often times our life is not in our control and 

we cannot see a way out. But no darkness can shut out the light of the gospel and the Christian 

testimony. God wants us to shine for Him wherever we are placed, and He will enable us to 

fulfil His will.  

 

1 Kings 18:5-16 

While sent out by Ahab to search for grass to feed the animals to keep them alive during the 

famine, Obadiah met Elijah, who wanted to show himself to Ahab to deliver God’s message. 

While Obadiah initially hesitated to tell Ahab that Elijah was here as he was concerned for 

Elijah and worried that God would deliver Elijah miraculously such that he would not be found, 

Obadiah eventually agreed and told Ahab.  

 

Obadiah means “servant of God.” We too are servants of God, and we are to be concerned 

about fulfilling God’s will, even in dangerous situations. Just as Obadiah helped comfort God’s 

people, we too can be a blessing to others. Let us be expectant that God will use us, and open 

our eyes to the opportunities we have to serve Him. 
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