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The Epistle to Philemon is a very short epistle. It was written when the Apostle Paul was in 

prison, probably in Rome. But unlike all the other prison epistles, this one was not written 

specifically to a church, but rather, to one person by the name of Philemon. Nevertheless, we 

can still learn many lessons from this very short epistle. 

 

The main context of the epistle is that by God’s grace, Onesimus had met the Apostle Paul, 

and had come to accept Jesus as his personal Lord and Saviour. Onesimus was a slave who 

had run away from his master Philemon. During the time of the Roman Empire, a slave 

master had total control over his slaves and had the liberty to treat his slaves however he 

desired to, including punishing them severely. This was especially the case towards runaway 

slaves who were caught. But the Apostle Paul wrote this letter to tell Philemon to do 

something different. 

 

This epistle teaches us about showing brotherly love. The Apostle Paul instructed Philemon 

to receive Onesimus not as a servant, but as a beloved brother in Christ. Just like what Paul 

instructed Philemon to do, we are also commanded by God to love our fellowmen and to also 

receive them. 

 

We can also learn about forgiveness. Paul offered to repay Philemon for anything that 

Onesimus had done wrong. He also constantly emphasized that Philemon should forgive 

Onesimus willingly. Thus, we too are to forgive everyone in our lives, just as the Lord has 

forgiven us countless times. The Lord Jesus Himself said that we are to forgive someone 

“seventy times seven’ times (Matt 18:21-22). 

 

It will not be easy to love and to forgive a sinner, but with lots of prayer and by the grace of 

God, we can all be loving Christians towards one another. 
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