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Jeroboam was the first king of Israel, the Northern Kingdom, and he introduced idolatrous 

worship. Jeroboam’s son was killed by the second king, Baasha, an evil king who warred 

against the Southern Kingdom that was ruled by the godly king Asa. Baasha’s son was killed 

by the third king, Zimri. A week later, Zimri was killed by Omri, the fourth king. 

All these evil and wicked kings who were full of hatred toward God and fellow men were 

judged by God. God knows the deeds of the wicked and will punish them, even using the 

wicked to judge and punish the wicked (Hos 8:1-7). 

Compromised Idolatry (King Jeroboam) 

Jeroboam changed the form of worship of God by asking Israel to worship God through two 

golden calves. He placed them at two convenient locations for the people to worship so that 

they do not have to travel to Jerusalem. He encouraged the people to worship God through 

idolatrous ways that were against God’s Word. 

Compounded Idolatry (King Omri) 

1 Kings 16:23-27: Omri followed in the wicked, idolatrous ways of Jeroboam, but his ways 

were even more wicked. He made the worship of the golden calves more organised and 

systematic by coming up with statutes (Micah 6:16). Jesus Himself has denounced the scribes 

and Pharisees for corrupting the perfect law of God by adding their own man-made rules to it 

(Matt 15:3-9). We must make sure that we stick strictly to God’s Word, not departing to the 

left nor to the right, not subtracting nor adding to the Scriptures. God’s Word is sufficient. 

Jeroboam first compromised God’s Word by encouraging the worship of God through the 

idolatrous worship of the golden calves and it became worse in the time of Omri. 

Do not allow even a little leaven to come in, for it will leaven the whole lump (Gal 5:9). 

When we allow a little bit of bad doctrine or behaviour to enter in, it will spread quickly. We 

must nip it in the bud. Today, many theological seminaries, which were once biblical, have 

fallen away because they have compromised God’s Word. We must not simply use the most 

faithful Bible version, not only read and study it, but also believe and obey it. 

Complete Idolatry (King Ahab) 

1 Kings 16:28-33: The fifth king was Ahab, the son of Omri. His sins were even more wicked 

than all the wicked kings before him. He married Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal (meaning: 

a worshipper of Baal). Now, Ahab did not even feel the need to worship God, unlike 

Jeroboam and Omri, but he worshipped Baal, one of the heathen gods. He also “made a 

grove” (1 Kings 16:33). The Hebrew word for “grove” is “asherah” which refers to a 

Phoenician goddess. Under Ahab, the land was completely given to idolatry, all through the 

wicked influence of his wife, Jezebel (Rev 2:20). The Northern Kingdom became worse and 

worse in terms of their religion and moral conduct. God eventually judged them by sending 

the Assyrians to conquer them in 721 B.C. 

Conclusion: We must not be unequally yoked with unbelievers (2 Cor 6:14). God has already 

warned us clearly that unbelievers will turn us away from Him (Deut 7:2-5). Do not enter into 

any kind of relationship with unbelievers thinking that we can convert them or that we will 

never be influenced by their worldly and ungodly ways. We must be discerning. Be yoked 

together with good, godly men or women who really know and love the Lord. It only gets 

worse when we take God out of our lives. If we have God and His Word in our lives, and we 

love the Lord and obey His Word, it will only get better. 
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