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Asa, a king in the Southern Kingdom, reigned for 41 long years in Jerusalem. Meanwhile, the 

Northern Kingdom, Israel, was under the reign of an evil king, Jeroboam. The issue that the 

divided kingdom had was with their submission to God. The Northern Kingdom was idolatrous, 

so God had to punish them. Before Asa, reigned his brother Abijam (the first son of Maachah). 

Yet, we see a stark contrast between the reign of Abijam and Asa: the former reigned wickedly 

while the latter had his heart perfect with the Lord. Asa was likened to David, an example of 

loyalty to God. David sinned, but repented and did not turn to other gods. He trusted in the true 

God who has the power to forgive. 

 

The previous king, Abijam, was idolatrous and wandered away from God. However, Asa, did 

not abandon God. We sometimes observe that despite being born into a Christian home, 

divisions or conflicts may arise. One may follow the true God while another may wander off, 

doing right in their own eyes. It is important that each one of us makes our own choice on who 

we want to serve and obey. It is a blessing to have fellowships and relationships that may 

encourage us in the Lord, but it should not dictate our decision on who we choose to obey. 

Conversely, if we lack godly company, we should still love the Lord with all our heart, mind 

and strength. This is what a perfect heart with the Lord encompasses.  

 

Asa had a perfect heart with the Lord. He had the holy fear of God in mind. Asa understood 

that in order to truly walk aright, he had to first acknowledge the authority of God in his life. 

This should be an innermost acknowledgment, something that we possess in our thinking and 

conscience. As Asa began to reign, he quickly removed sodomy (homosexuality), as well as 

the idols of his fathers (1 Kings 15:12). Asa even removed his mother (Maachah) as queen and 

burnt her idol (1 Kings 15:13). This should be a warning to us not to blindly follow traditions 

that are displeasing to God. As Christians, we must be swift to remove any idols in our hearts 

and even be ready to face persecution from men. Do not fear men who can kill your body but 

not your soul; fear God who can kill both your body and soul. 

 

Can we remain discerning even when facing the many distractions of the world which are 

turning us away from God and His righteous authority over us? Our hearts must be found to be 

totally dedicated to God’s authority. Men may perceive us externally, but God searches our 

heart. To be perfect in heart with God would also mean an acceptance that God judges sin justly 

and will rebuke us accordingly.  

 

Although Asa started well, he did not end well. Asa later disobeyed God’s will as he was 

provoked and went to war against Baasha, king of Israel. He took all the silver, gold and 

treasures that were in the house of the LORD to form an alliance and scheme with an 

unbelieving, wicked king, Benhadad. Instead of seeking God’s will for him in this spiritual 

test, he turned instead to his own wisdom and to men. Hence, God punished him severely for 

his disobedience. Having a perfect heart with the Lord is not an easy task because sin will 

continue to persist even as we age. We should never be too sure of ourselves. We must 

constantly check our own heart, be humble and fear God. When we sin against God and he 

rebukes, let us turn back to Him. 
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