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Deaths and destructions are because of sin. When God created, He created all perfect. But sin 

came in by man when Satan tempted Eve.  

 

In 1 Kings 16:2, Jeroboam (the first king of the Northern Kingdom) was used as a standard; 

and Baasha was said to continue to sin “in the way of Jeroboam.” Thus, the whole house of 

Baasha would be judged (1 Kings 16:3).  

 

When Baasha died, his son Elah became king. But Zimri (Elah’s army captain) conspired 

against Elah and killed him (1 Kings 16:9-10). Thus, Elah’s reign was for two short years only 

(1 Kings 16:6, 8). Zimri then became the next king, but his reign lasted for seven days only (1 

Kings 16:15).  

 

Are deaths and destructions the only way to address the sin problem? Luke 13:1-5 tells us that 

there is another way, i.e. “except ye repent” (Luke 13:3). 

 

How does God bring about repentance? Hebrews 12:3-6 says that we are to resist and strive 

against sin, and that God who loves us “chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 

receiveth.”  

 

When we fall into sin, we must confess and repent quickly. Otherwise, God may chasten us in 

order that we return to Him. Thus, when we experience the heavy hand of God on us, we must 

quickly turn back to God. Thank God for His love for us.  

 

Let us reflect on the goodness of our God, and ask ourselves: “What am I doing for the cause 

of Christ?” God will reward those who, by His grace, endure in the faith. 

 

Deaths and destructions are God’s judgment on sinners. We too must repent of our sins, lest 

we be destroyed. May we live lives that are in obedience to the Word of God. And may we be 

active in the work of the Lord, serving our Lord and Saviour who loves us. Amen. 
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