
Notes of YF message on 14 May 2022  – “Jeroboam: The Outcome of Provoking God” 

Text: 1 Kings 14:1-20         Speaker: Rev Clement Chew 

Notetaker: Amalthea Wong 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

The word “provoke” means to anger. To provoke the most fearsome God is unthinkable, yet 

we see that Jeroboam provoked the Lord to anger repeatedly throughout his life. 

 

The Insincerity in Provoking God to Anger (1 Kings 14:1-6) 

Jeroboam’s son was sick. Although Jeroboam had not sought the prophet Ahijah’s counsel 

throughout his 22 years’ reign (1 Kings 14:20), he now desperately needed help from Ahijah. 

He did not visit Ahijah personally but sent his wife in his place. He even instructed her to 

deceive God’s prophet by disguising herself. But Ahijah, despite his poor vision, knew she was 

Jeroboam’s wife because the Lord revealed it to him.  

 

Are you also insincere in seeking God? God knows all of our thoughts and deeds. We cannot 

only think about God in times of desperation or when we desire to gain something. Nor should 

we take God’s grace and mercies for granted, forgetting Him once our prayers are answered. 

God must be at the forefront of our minds all the time. Only then, will our motives and deeds 

be directed to God’s glory. We must seek God for Christ’s sake, not for our own sake. 

 

The Vileness of Provoking God to Anger (1 Kings 14:7-9) 

We recall in 1 Kings 13 the prophet (“a man of God out of Judah,” 1 Kings 13:1) who had 

faithfully brought God’s prophecy of judgment against Jeroboam for his idolatrous rule (1 

Kings 13:1-3). When Jeroboam wanted to harm the prophet, God dried up Jeroboam’s hand. 

When he pleaded for mercy, God restored his hand (1 Kings 13:4-6). God was very merciful 

and good to Jeroboam despite his many sins. As for the prophet, God slew the prophet using a 

lion right after he disobeyed God (1 Kings 13:24-25). God punished the prophet to show that 

those who disobeyed Him will be punished, regardless of who they are. God had both warned 

Jeroboam and given him many opportunities to repent of his sins. Yet, Jeroboam continued in 

his gross idolatry and wicked ways, provoking the Lord to anger. His provocation of the Lord 

to anger was especially vile in view of God’s goodness and holiness. 

 

Are we likewise provoking God to anger? Let us examine ourselves, and remember God’s 

mercies. We must humble ourselves in repentance and reverence before our most holy God. 

 

The Judgment from Provoking God to Anger (1 Kings 14:10-15) 

The word “cast” (1 Kings 14:9) means to have nothing to do with God. God was aware of 

Jeroboam’s insincerity. God’s judgment upon the house of Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:11) reflected 

Jeroboam’s perverse rule in God’s sight so much so that his descendants were not worthy of a 

proper burial. We cannot run away from the consequences of provoking God to anger. He will 

seek us out and judge. When we provoke God, there will be no joy in our walk with God. We 

will be far from God and will not be happy even with riches and good results.  

 

The Spiritual Impact of Provoking God to Anger (1 Kings 14:16-20) 

Jeroboam’s sins led the people of Israel to sin and resulted in years of idolatry. Our sins and 

the consequences of our sins will surely influence those around us in some way. We must be 

very careful. We can hurt, discourage, or stumble both older and younger believers by our 

sinful actions. The consequences of our sins are serious and can be long lasting. 

 

See the seriousness of provoking God to anger. May we help one another not to provoke God 

to anger, but to provoke one another unto love and good works (Heb 10:24). 
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