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In 1 Timothy 6:11 and 2 Timothy 3:17, Paul referred to the believer as the “man of God.” As 

the men and women of God, we are to follow and obey the Word of God. It is a high honour 

and privilege which God has given to us. He wants us to be men and women of God, to stand 

with Him on His side and do His work faithfully.  

 

In 1 Kings 13:1, there was a “man of God” from Judah. He was obedient and faithful to His 

God and refused the invitation of the king (1 Kings 13:7-9). However, later in 1 Kings 13:18-

19, he met an “old prophet in Bethel” (1 Kings 13:11) who said to him, “I am a prophet also 

as thou art” (1 Kings 13:18). And this man of God of Judah allowed himself to be misled by 

this old prophet in Bethel, and thus he disobeyed and sinned against God (when he ought to 

obey God all his life). Can we blame him? Yes, we can because he chose to obey the old prophet 

and to disobey God, thus losing his testimony. And God sent a lion to kill this man of God of 

Judah (1 Kings 13:24). After that the old prophet in Bethel felt very guilty because he knew 

that by his lie he had caused the man of God of Judah to sin (1 Kings 13:26-32). And he knew 

God was angry with him.  

 

So, be alert: when God works, Satan also works. Satan uses any opportunity to cause us to 

disobey God. Satan, with his demons, can even enter the church, and use preachers, teachers, 

and pastors to confuse us and to prevent us from knowing the truth. He can trick us to disobey 

and sin against God. Anything can be used as his tool to work out his evil plans. He will take 

advantage of the weakness of our flesh, eg: when we are angry without a cause, or when we 

are alone with the internet. We can so easily and very discreetly sin against God, and maybe 

no one will know! Will we succumb to the evil one? Will we forget God is watching? 

Sometimes we may purposely forget this truth. Then, Satan comes in. So, beware! We are not 

ignorant of his evil plan. He only has one agenda: he wants us to disobey God and fail in our 

Christian life. As long as he makes us do that, he succeeds. Are we going to let him succeed? 

 

To be called a man of God is a high privilege. It is not just a title. We are to live it out by 

obeying the Word of God for the rest of our life, in whatever situations. It is not easy, but we 

must pray and ask God for wisdom. Our fellow believers, people we admire, people who are   

godly and strong in faith may be our “old prophet in Bethel,” leading us to compromise our 

faith. We must choose to hold fast to God’s Word and choose to obey God. Do not just take in 

whatever is being preached because preachers may make mistakes. All hearers have the 

responsibility to be discerning. Make sure that all is according to the Word of God. God’s Word 

can change the heart of stone (a dead heart with no feeling) to a heart of flesh, alive and with 

feeling. That is the heart that God has given us since Jesus came into our hearts. All our life 

(not only at the start, or only at the middle, or only at the end), we are to listen to the pure Word 

of God and obey God.  

 

The man of God of Judah could have avoided being killed by the lion (God’s judgment) if he 

had listened to God all the way. He lost his testimony and this is forever engraved in holy 

scriptures. We truly must obey the Word of God all the way. May the Lord help us to keep and 

obey His Word always. 
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