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Introduction 

After Solomon's reign, Israel was divided into the Southern Kingdom of Judah and the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel. Judah consisted of the tribes of Benjamin and Judah, while 

Israel consisted of the remaining 10 tribes, of which the biggest was Ephraim. Israel, also 

referred to as Ephraim, was destroyed in 721 BC by the Assyrians after having 19 bad kings. 

The first king of Israel (the Northern Kingdom) was Jeroboam, a wicked king who became 

the benchmark for ungodly kingship. We see this in 1 Kings 16:25-26 (Omri), 1 Kings 22:52 

(Ahaziah), and 2 Kings 3:1-3 (Jehoram). In contrast, David was the standard of good 

kingship as seen in 1 Kings 15:11 (Asa), and 2 Kings 14:1-3 (Amaziah). Judah had several 

good kings and periods of revival, but was destroyed in 586 BC by the Babylonians. 

 

God was good to Jeroboam, in that when He split the kingdom of Israel, He gave 10 tribes to 

Jeroboam (1 Kings 11:34-38), promising to bless him and to be with him if he obeyed God 

and walked in His ways. But Jeroboam despised God's appointment and counsel, and rebelled 

against God. He was the first apostate king, and he led Israel to fall away.  

 

Jeroboam rebelled against God in the following ways: 

 

1. He changed the symbols of worship.  

The symbols of worship were the ark of the covenant and the mercy seat which represented 

the presence of the invisible, most high, Creator God. Jeroboam replaced this with the 2 

golden calves, which are visible, lowly animals; essentially replacing the Creator with the 

creature. The Roman Catholic Church today does this. It worships statues of Mary and the 

apostles who are but creatures. We thank God for the 16th Century Reformation that today we 

worship the living and true God.  

 

2. He changed the centre of worship. 

Jeroboam changed the physical centre of worship from Jerusalem to Dan and Bethel (1 Kings 

12:29). Fearing the influence of Judah on his people, he made worship convenient for the 

people so that they would not need to go to Jerusalem (God’s appointed place in Judah) to 

worship.  

 

Our worship must be God-centred, not man-centred. We must not demand that worship be 

made convenient for us, or according to what we feel like doing. Church leaders must not 

seek to grow their church by pleasing the people through worldly methods. God’s method is 

through the faithful preaching of His Word to all, whether young or old. And the Spirit of 

God can work miraculously in the hearts of the hearers, even the little ones. 

 

3. He changed the method of worship. 

Jeroboam changed the priesthood from Aaron and the Levites to the lowest of the people 

from any tribe. God’s work must be done by those who are called and suitable, not just 

anyone. 2 Timothy 4:3 warns that in the last days people, having itching ears, will heed false 

teachers. We must be careful that our teachers are biblical. Jeroboam also instituted a new 

calendar and new ceremonies. He changed God's pattern of worship to his own invented 

calendar and man-made ceremonies. We must not change the meaning of Scripture and God's 

instructions. May we pray for our spiritual leaders, elders, deacons that they will follow God's 

Word and will, such that decisions made in the church will be pleasing and acceptable to God. 
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