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In 1 Kings 11, we see King Solomon's sin of marrying strange wives which kindled the anger 

of the Lord. He had 700 wives and 300 concubines. His love for them implied the lust of his 

flesh and the lust of his eyes. And they turned his heart away from God. He followed after 

their sinful ways, and he brought their idolatrous worship into Israel causing the nation to fall 

into the sin of idolatry. Even the wisest man Solomon fell because he did not obey God’s 

Word. He walked in his own sinful ways. 

 

Why would Solomon listen to these gentile women who worshipped idols? He listened to 

them because he loved them, and he wanted to please them. Solomon wrote most of the book 

of Proverbs, warning people of strange women who would turn their hearts away from God. 

And yet, Solomon himself allowed his heart to be deeply attracted to these strange women 

and to marry them. 

 

When a man loves a woman blindly, whatever the woman wants him to do, he will do, even 

at the cost of his Christian testimony and his faith. Solomon loved these strange women 

blindly, maybe because they were outwardly beautiful. But this must not be the main criterion 

for man when he looks for a future wife.  

 

Proverbs 7:25-27 tells us how dangerous and deadly the heart can be. Solomon knew the truth 

and he wrote the truth, but he did not follow the truth. To know is one thing, but to obey is 

another. Are you obedient to the truth? Or do you just hear and accumulate biblical 

knowledge without making any change to your life? Solomon was definitely a born-again 

believer who knew God's Word very well. He had no excuse to sin against God by marrying 

the gentile women.  

 

Deuteronomy 17:18-20 tells us that Solomon copied God's law in a book, but he did not copy 

God's law into his heart. Solomon wilfully departed from the Lord. You may have the Bible 

in your hands and in your handphones, but do you have God's Word in your heart? You hear 

God's Word every week, but do you fear Him? 

 

Although Solomon’s heart was not perfect with God, he still worshipped God and offered 

sacrifices 3 times a year in the temple. We can come to church every Sunday and attend all of 

the worship services, yet our hearts can still be very far away from God.  

 

Solomon went after the depraved pagan idols because he disregarded God's Word. If this was 

the case for the wisest man on earth, then what hope do we have? Let this example of 

Solomon drive us to greater dependence upon the Lord our God. 

 

In God’s chastisement of Solomon, we see God's mercy. God graciously sent Solomon 

warnings to awaken his conscience and to bring him back to repentance. We have reason to 

believe that he humbled himself before God, begged for pardon, and returned to the Lord. For 

Solomon then published his repentance in the book of Ecclesiastes, where he bitterly 

lamented his folly and madness, and wanted others to take heed of such evil which he had 

done, and to fear the Lord, and to obey His commandments. 

 

Have you angered God? Or have you kept God's Word in your heart? I pray that you will 

choose the latter. Keep God's Word faithfully and live a life that is pleasing in His sight. 
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