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The world is a place where people give their own definition of success and failure. But often 

times, people’s own standards of success can, and will, be a recipe for disaster, as they are 

wicked and corrupt, and they only bring death to themselves.  

 

As Christians, we should use only God’s definition of success and failure which is already set. 

Godly wisdom leads a man to walk with God and to measure his success or failure according 

to God’s yardstick. So, what is a successful life according to God? 

 

A successful life is a life of prayer. Solomon was a man who was greatly blessed by the Lord 

with much wisdom and knowledge. But what made the initial stage of his life a success was 

his life of prayer. Solomon constantly prayed to the Lord, as seen in several verses/chapters in 

the Bible. His prayers showed his humility and his dependence on God. We too must live a life 

of prayer, a life of preoccupation with God. This means that our main priority in prayer is to 

seek God’s kingdom, not our selfish desires. We are to trust in the Lord to provide for our daily 

material needs. And, thus, we will not be bitter or jealous when others have more than us.  

 

A successful life is also a life where one walks right with the Lord. We can pray to the Lord all 

we want, but if our life is not one of godliness and spirituality, our supplications will never be 

pleasing to the Lord, and our prayers will not be heard. We are to thank God for setting the 

path for us to follow, and for guiding us. This is a very comforting assurance for Christians. 

We ought to be where the Lord wants us to be, and not where sinners are. The Bible tells us 

not to consent to sinners who entice us. And if we fall into temptations, we are to repent 

immediately.  

 

Lastly, a successful life is where one walks in humility with God, without harbouring any pride. 

1 Kings 9:6-9 also shows that God will not hesitate to curse us if we fail to walk right with 

Him. This is seen in God’s dealing with the nation Israel. Similarly, the church today will not 

exist if the people fail to walk right with God. 

 

What defines a successful life in the eyes of God is a life of prayer, while actively walking right 

and humbly with God. May we live such a life. 
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