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How do we seek God’s help? How do we pray? What are our prayer items? Do we pray for 

health, relationships with family and friends, assignments in school, etc? Much of Christianity 

today has been influenced by the “Faith Movement” which claims that our words and speech, 

through repetition, have the power to obtain God’s blessings on us. Disguised as biblical, it 

hides a philosophy that is driven by lust, carnality and a fleshly will for the things of this world. 

It results in prayers that are unbiblical and that displease God. What then should be our priority 

in prayer? 

 

1. Acknowledge God’s Sovereignty 

 

God had given Solomon a “blank cheque,” and Solomon, even at a young age, was led by God 

to ask for wisdom. Solomon made this request for the good of his people. He acknowledged 

God’s covenantal and special relationship with the people of God, and desired that the glory of 

God would continue throughout his reign. He testified of God’s hand in his father’s life, that 

despite there being many wrongs in David’s life, God kept him. This was not Solomon’s vain 

flattery but his giving to God His rightful glory. Solomon was acknowledging that God had the 

perfect plan for him, to be carried out in His perfect time.  

 

This acknowledgement of who God is in our lives must be the pattern of our prayer. Solomon 

prayed in readiness to submit to God’s will. So must we. 

 

Parallel to Solomon’s ruling, he exalted God in his leading of the people. He acknowledged 

that he could not do anything without God. This must likewise be in our hearts and minds: we 

cannot do anything without God. Do we recognise God’s hand in everything? 

 

2. Acknowledge our Responsibility  

 

Solomon recognised the greatness of his appointment and service. The people that God had 

called him to lead belonged to God. Likewise, in all areas of service and areas of life, we are 

accountable to God. We are to do our best. Solomon’s benevolent request was because he 

desired to serve and help God’s people. His confidence in prayer came by knowing that the 

Lord would attend to his needs in helping His people. How often do we pray for others? Do we 

pray for even one soul? God will be pleased when we pray not just for ourselves, but also for 

the good of His people and for the glory of God.  

 

When we acknowledge God’s sovereignty and our great responsibility before Him, then only 

will we be able to make requests that are acceptable to God. However, we must be careful not 

to treat this as a formula to trick God into hearing our prayers. God knows and sees our hearts. 

Instead, we must work on our desire to help God’s people and to bring glory to God. The Lord 

will bless according to His will. In the scriptures, Jesus also taught us how to pray through the 

Lord’s Prayer. Let us follow the biblical way of praying, as revealed to us in God’s Word. 
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