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In building things, the plans and designs are to be followed exactly. Things that are not in the 

plan are to be removed. Adonijah did not care for God's plan or purpose. Do we care about 

God’s plan or design for us in this new year? What does He want us to do in 2022? If we act 

according to our own will and not God’s will, what we do will be worthless in His sight.  

 

Adonijah designed plans for himself, seeking to promote himself. Are we like him, making 

selfish and self-exalting plans with no regard for others or God? The name Adonijah is a good 

name, being derived from the words “Adonai” (meaning Lord and master) and “Jah” (meaning 

LORD, Jehovah). He was David’s fourth son (2 Sam 3:2-4). As Ammon and Absalom have 

died and little is known about Chileab, Adonijah became the natural heir to David’s throne in 

the eyes of man, and in Adonijah’s own eyes.  

 

However, it was God’s will for Solomon to be king (2 Chron 22:6-13). Yet, Adonijah ignored 

this and exalted himself in pride, much like Lucifer and his sin of pride. Adonijah wanted to 

be known by man, and to be king, by his own design. Beware of the desire to be exalted! God 

has a plan for each one of us. We must do with all our might what God has given us to do. We 

must not try to usurp somebody else’s position or seek to appear better in the eyes of others. 

Wherever God has placed us, we are to do His will and what is pleasing in His sight. 

 

Adonijah had good connections with powerful people, but in the end he knew his plan was not 

according to God's will and he could not rely on his connections to become king. Though he 

feared Solomon, he did not repent or seek forgiveness, but clung to superstition by clinging to 

the horns of the altar, believing he would not be killed in the presence of God. We do not need 

to know everything, we just need to walk in His way step by step, seeking His guidance daily 

by reading His Word, praying, and asking to be filled by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Adonijah was fearful, but his heart remained unrepentant and hardened against God's will. He 

sought Solomon’s favour by bowing before him so he would not be killed, but he did not seek 

forgiveness. We must see the sinfulness of our sin and seek to root out sin in our lives. When 

we have sinned against God, we must sincerely come before Him, ask for His forgiveness, 

repent, and ask for His help not to commit the same sin again. We must get rid of sin at its root 

the moment we are convicted of it by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Adonijah was goodly in physical stature, but not spiritually. He continued to seek kingship by 

sneakily speaking with Bathsheba (1 Kings 2:17), hoping to use her to influence Solomon to 

give him Abishag (David's wife), and thus usurp the king’s authority. Bathsheba told Solomon 

of this. Seeing through Adonijah’s plan, Solomon ordered Adonijah’s execution.  

 

May our ambitions and desires be according to God's plan. We must not be sneaky and sly, but 

seek His will in all things. May we seek to glorify God with our lives, spending our time as 

youths to serve Him, rather than wasting our time on vain, worldly things.  
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