
Retreat Morning Devotion- 180318
Proverbs 16:3- Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established.

Opening song- 179- I am resolved
Prayer
Song 2- 310- I know whom I have believed
Message
Closing song- 210- Our best

Commit- trust
Works- actions, activities, possessions
LORD- Jehovah
Thoughts- intentions, plans, imaginations, inventions
Established- confirmed, fixed, render prosperous

Odd way of saying things
Compare

Proverbs 16:23- The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to
his lips.
Matthew 15:18- But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from
the heart; and they defile the man.
1 Timothy 6:10- For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows.

Active effort on the Christian to keep him mind and heart on the Lord
If not- evil will proceed out and manifest as sins in our lives

We always say- nip the problem at the bud

Proverbs 4:23- Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
Isaiah 26:3- Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee:
because he trusteth in thee.

But here, the emphasis is different

Thy works- your labours, the fruit of your labours
Consequence of sin
What are you busy with? What are you trying to achieve in life?
God places us in jobs, schools all by his sovereign will
There is a purpose why we are there- and to achieve His will

Commit- Have you committed your works unto the Lord?
Being committed is a good thing- responsible
What do you aim to achieve in the work? For self? For recipient?
Do you hold on to what you have and are doing? To achieve your own
purpose?
2 years- stayed too long at a job, need to quit and find new job?
and with every new job, need to ask for higher post and higher pay? what is
the end? CEO and a bungalow, and retire at 40?



Commit thy works unto the Lord
Remember the work is not yours- but God's
it is to understand that everything that God has given for us to do under the
sun
To achieve not for self or recipient but- 

glorify His name- so we must shine for God, let the world see Jesus in
us, and not us
point others to Christ- all that we do, lead others to know Jesus as the
only Lord and Saviour
submit ourselves to God for His use- end up we do things for God, in
His ways, and not to achieve our earthly goals

It is all given to us by God
and we have to do a good job
our reasonable service

Indeed it is very needful that we ensure that do not say

this is the real me- I am not being a hypocrite and just acting as I feel and not
pretending
there is nothing praise-worthy in being a hypocrite, pretending to do good to gain
acceptance, nor being true to yourself to continue sinning

It is always true

Matthew 15:18- But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from
the heart; and they defile the man.
Matthew 7:20- Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

But we are referring here to Christians, born again and redeemed by the blood of Jesus
Christ

very important Christians check why they are not following the things prescribed in
the bible- are you saved? Are you obedient because you are a child of God?

Now we come to the thoughts, inner man

Thoughts- intentions, plans, imaginations, inventions
Our will, inner man and purpose

tainted with sin- always seeking to preserve and glorify self
that’s why- 1 Timothy 6:10- For the love of money is the root of all evil:
which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

What occupies our mind?
zealousness for God and His word?
jealousness for God and His name?

As a Christian
warring between old man and new man

Old man- Still in the flesh- attracted by the things that satisfies
the flesh- cause us to sin
new man- led by the Spirit- understands and want to obey God

struggle of the mind is very terrible



Romans 7:18- For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no
good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that
which is good I find not.
Romans 7:19- For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I
would not, that I do.

When we commit our works to the Lord
we surrender all our earthly activities to the Lord
we will no longer be satisfying the body, but giving all to the Lord
we will then live as what God wants us to do- takes a lot of prayer and
discipline

Thy thoughts shall be established
confirmed, fixed, render prosperous- settled, at peace
further strengthens our conviction not to doubt but to trust in God

Proverbs 13:6- Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but
wickedness overthroweth the sinner.

The more we obey God, the more God will lead us in His pathway
So this verse

Proverbs 16:3- Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be
established.
speaks to Christians, children of God
daily struggles of the old man and the new man
remedy- commit your works to the Lord- do all to the Lord

shun away from sin, flee against temptation
say no to sin right from the start- others will get the message

and thy thoughts shall be established- he will give the victory
2 Timothy 1:12- For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am
not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.


