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EDITORIAL 
 

By Bro. Shuen Siang 

hank God for the 
successful publication of 
this latest issue of Water 

Brooks. In this issue, we focus on 
something that is related to our 
YAF theme for 2014 of being 
like-minded in Christ. The Water 
Brooks subcom decided on a 
topic to do with unity. 
 
In this issue, we will read articles 
that cover Biblical perspectives 
and practical advice on how we 
should regard unity formed 
between Christians of different 
doctrinal beliefs as us, non-
Christians and fellow brothers 
and sisters within the Church. 
Thank God for articles written by 
Pr Clement Chew, Sis Eileen 
Chee and Pstr Dennis. May the 
articles fulfill the objectives of 
the Publication, which is to 
Educate, Edify and Encourage 
the YAFers. 
 
This being the first issue of the 
year, we also welcome our new 
members and friends of the YAF. 
Thank God for bringing them 
into our midst! We have 
conducted interviews with them 

and we can read the interviews to 
get to know them better. 
 
Finally, thank God for bringing 
together the Water Brooks 
subcom for the year. This 
comprises of Joanna, who is in 
charge of the subcom, Yirong, 
Karen Lee and myself. Please 
pray for us as we serve in this 
subcom. 
 
Happy reading! God bless!  
 

UNITY – BE PERFECTLY 
JOINED TOGETHER 

 
By Rev. Dennis Kwok 

 
 

ow can our church be 
united? This is an 
important question we 

must answer. If our church is to 
be united by any other means 
than what God has designed for 
us, it would be dangerous. Many 
churches are united for wrong 
reasons such as common 
interests, background, race, 
personality, etc. This may be 
unity but it is not Christian unity. 
There is no Christian unity 
without Christ. Is Christ the 
reason why we unite ourselves? 
And what do we mean by unity 
because of Christ? There are 
many good and important 

T

H
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passages that teach the doctrine 
of unity in the Bible. One of 
them is 1 Corinthians 1:10-13. 
May the Holy Spirit be our 
Teacher as we learn the doctrine 
of unity from this passage. 1 
Corinthians 1:10-13, “Now I 
beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same 
judgment. For it hath been 
declared unto me of you, my 
brethren, by them which are of 
the house of Chloe, that there are 
contentions among you. Now this 
I say, that every one of you saith, 
I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; 
and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 
Is Christ divided? was Paul 
crucified for you? or were ye 
baptized in the name of Paul?” 
 
In order to establish a true 
Christian unity, we must be 
joined with God first. He is the 
One who brought us together. 
Without Him, we have no unity 
to speak of. Apostle Paul said, 
“Now I beseech you, brethren, by 
the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ…” This is the most 
important point in the doctrine of 
unity. True Christian unity is “by 
the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Upon what authority and 
basis is Apostle Paul addressing 
the Corinthian believers? It is not 
Paul’s big name. It is not any big 
shot who gave the most in the 
offering bag that should get the 
attention. Apostle Paul is calling 
all true believers to unite together 
in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. There is none other name 
that authorized our Christian 
unity. There is none other name 
whom we have in common. Of 
course there are those who may 
the same surname. Some are 
Gohs, many are Tans, yet 
whatever surname contributes no 
significance to our Christian 
unity. We all must bear the same 
name ‘Christian’ because of 
Christ. “By the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” we are united and 
joined together. Are we not? 
 

 
Apostle Paul continues in verse 
10 saying, “… by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you; 
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but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” Are you 
joined with God? To be joined 
with God is to receive Him. We 
are to submit to Him. We are to 
obey Him. Not everybody who 
comes to church are joined with 
God. In order to speak the same 
thing, in order that there be no 
divisions among you, in order 
that we may be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and 
same judgment, we must first be 
joined with God. What does it 
mean to join with God? To join 
with God is to believe in His Son 
for salvation. To join with God is 
to take Him and forsake all by 
faith. When this is established, 
only then can we proceed to join 
together with others to join with 
God. 
 
In the early days of the church in 
Jerusalem, every believer comes 
together in one mind and 
singleness of heart. They were 
undivided in their passion and 
purpose. There were no big ‘I’ or 
small ‘you.’ There were no 
discrimination between those 
who have and those who have 
not. Everyone comes together in 
the name of Jesus Christ who is 
their Lord and Saviour. Such a 
‘perfect’ united church is found 
in the book of Acts. Acts 2:44 

testified, “And all that believed 
were together, and had all things 
common.” Verse 46 recorded, 
“And they, continuing daily with 
one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to 
house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of 
heart.” And also in Acts 4:32, we 
read, “And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart 
and of one soul: neither said any 
of them that ought of the things 
which he possessed was his own; 
but they had all things common.” 
If we ever want to see a perfectly 
united church on earth, it must be 
this one in Jerusalem. However it 
is short-lived. We read later in 
Acts 6:1, “And in those days, 
when the number of the disciples 
was multiplied, there arose a 
murmuring of the Grecians 
against the Hebrews, because 
their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration.” This is 
the beginning of the rift and 
division that is causing the 
church to break up. Note that the 
threat to church unity in the 
church in Jerusalem was not 
from outside. It was also not due 
to doctrinal differences, but it 
arose from within and the issue 
was simply on food distribution. 
There were two groups namely: 
the Grecians and the Hebrews. 
They were all Jews. The 
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Grecians are the Jews who lived 
in some parts of Greece and they 
spoke Greek. They were the 
Greek-speaking Jews. While the 
Hebrews lived in Israel and they 
spoke Hebrew. They are the 
Hebrew-speaking Jews. They 
were all Jews, yet they choose to 
have divisions among 
themselves. What was their 
problem? The administration of 
food distribution! Perhaps the 
problem that they faced was truly 
legitimate and serious, but was it 
enough to justify a division? Are 
we going to split hairs because of 
non-doctrinal matters? If we do, 
it reveals how weak our Christian 
unity is. You may have heard 
many stories of churches which 
were divided over the colour of 
sanctuary carpets, the type of 
furniture and church building 
structure. But this is not the kind 
of biblical separation the Bible 
teaches us. We thank God that 
He works through the Apostles to 
solve the problem, otherwise the 
Jerusalem church will split into 
two groups. Something good 
came out of such a petty problem 
and this good made such an 
impact that changed the 
organization of the church ever 
since. The problem was solved 
with the implementation of 
deacons for the first time to assist 
the elders of the church in 

administrative matters. Problem 
solved! Is division the solution? 
No! 
 
Back to the church in Corinth, 
the problem of unbiblical 
division has surfaced. And the 
church was in danger not 
splitting into two parts, but into 
four different parts! It is possible 
that the elders and deacons were 
unable to handle such divisions 
happening in the Corinthian 
church because they themselves 
had fallen into taking sides with 
either one of the four groups. 
Therefore Paul the founding 
pastor has to come in to solve the 
problem. He said in verses 11 
and 12, “For it hath been 
declared unto me of you, my 
brethren, by them which are of 
the house of Chloe, that there are 
contentions among you. Now this 
I say, that every one of you saith, 
I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; 
and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.” 
The church should be one, not 
two, not four, but ONE! Paul 
says in verse 13, “Is Christ 
divided? was Paul crucified for 
you? or were ye baptized in the 
name of Paul?” Please do not 
think that Apostle Paul is 
advocating and supporting the 
fourth group which says ‘I am of 
Christ’? This group is in fact the 
most dangerous among the rest. 
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This group goes to the extreme 
by rejecting the Apostles sent by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. This group 
failed to realize that by rejecting 
the Apostles and their teachings 
were the same as rejecting Christ. 
For God has sent the Apostles to 
teach and preach the infallible 
Word to build up the infant 
church but this exclusive group 
has foolishly rejected them. Look 
at all the rhetorical questions that 
Apostle Paul gave, they were 
purposely asked with an 
emphatic ‘no’ answer to each 
question. Is Christ divided? No! 
Was Paul crucified for you? No, 
only Christ! Were you baptized 
in the name of Paul? No, only 
Christ! If we are truly in Christ, 
we would not be divided at all 
even though all of us may be so 
different from one another. We 
are many members, yet we form 
the same body, with Christ being 
our Head. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apostle Paul has given a clear 
picture of the kind of united 
church we ought to have. There 
should be no divisions among us. 
We must be perfectly joined 

together in the same mind and 
judgment which is Christian 
unity. The meaning of the word 
‘joined’ is significant. Apostle 
Paul used a medical term of 
being joined together to the 
joining process of broken bones. 
When a bone breaks, the whole 
body enters into an emergency 
state that whatever resources that 
are available will be used to fix 
the broken bone. What was 
broken must needs to be joined 
together again. Due to sin, our 
relationship with God was 
broken. But God desired to 
restore this relationship. That is 
the reason why Christ came. He 
came to restore this broken 
relationship through the way of 
the cross. Are you restored to 
God through Jesus Christ? There 
is no Christian unity without 
unity with God. And there is no 
Christian unity with those whose 
relationship with God is still 
broken. It is absolutely 
impossible to have the same 
mind and judgment with 
unbelievers. 
 
Believers are able to have the 
same mind and judgment because 
they are joined together with God 
through Christ. Having said that, 
we must acknowledge the reality 
of the spiritual state of 
Christendom today. What we see 

Christ the Head of the Church 
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today are the many different 
Christian denominations and 
groups that clearly divide 
Christians. As such, where is 
Christian unity? This may be 
difficult to answer. While we 
believe that all Christians ought 
to join together with God in the 
same mind and judgment, we do 
not join together with those who 
stand differently from us in 
doctrine and practice even 
though they may call themselves 
Christians. The evil one and his 
horde of demons have crept into 
churches and caused great 
confusion in the belief and 
understanding of the truth of 
God’s Word. Many are gullibly 
deceived and have deviated from 
the Truth. And this kind of 
unfaithfulness is nothing new to 
us for apostasy did happen 
several times in biblical history. 
But thank God that there is 
always a remnant that is 
preserved by His grace. The 
question is: are you part of this 
remnant? If you are, praise the 
Lord! While Christian unity is 
important, we must realize that 
there is a place for biblical 
separation that the church must 
uphold not only towards unbelief 
but also disobedience. 
 
Let us seek to have the same 
mind, which was also in Christ 

Jesus. When we have the same 
mind, we will also give the same 
judgment. Personal opinion does 
not matter anymore. It is all for 
the good for Christ’s church. Do 
not let our personal likes or 
dislikes divide us. We do not 
fellowship with one another until 
we are fellowshipping with God. 
Christian unity must always 
begin with God, and with Christ 
in the power of the Holy Spirit 
before we can be united with one 
another. If there is truly 
fellowship with God, cliques will 
not be formed but fellowship 
groups that will unite one another 
in the bond of Christian love. 
 
 
 

 
 
Look out for those outside of 
your fellowship group and 
include them in your fellowship. 
How wonderful is our fellowship 
if we see people who are lonely 
find Christian love and care in 
our fellowship! How wonderful it 

Jesus is Our Lord 
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would be to hear that absent 
members, or a fallen brother or 
sister in Christ being restored to 
the fellowship because someone 
bothered to remember them in 
prayer and include them in the 
fellowship? How encouraging it 
would be to see mature 
Christians lending a helping hand 
to restore those who are 
depressed, weak, and in trouble. 
Let us cherish the Christian unity 
that we have for Christ’s sake 
and be perfectly joined together 
with God in the same mind and 
judgment. May God help us. 
Amen. 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER 
DENOMINATIONS? 

 
By Pr . Clement Chew 

 

Christian denomination 
is a religious body 
identifiable by its name, 

doctrine and structure of 
government within the Christian 
community.1 Some common 
Christian denominations include 
the Lutherans, the Anglicans, the 
Methodists, the Baptists as well 
as the Presbyterians. Any person 

                                                
1 See the Wikipedia webpage List of Christian 
Denominations available at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Christian_den
ominations. 

should be able to identify the 
belief and manner of church 
governance based upon which 
denomination the church 
belongs. 

Church history is replete with 
contentions between major 
denominations. An example 
would be the frequent clashes 
between the Baptists and the 
Presbyterians over the mode of 
baptism. The Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists and Baptists 
were also formed out of their 
refusal to conform to the beliefs 
and practices of the Anglicans. 
 
On the other hand, the 20th 
century has seen increased 
ecumenical cooperation between 
churches sparked by the World 
Council of Churches (WCC). An 
example of such cooperation in 

Singapore is the GoForth 
Conference in Singapore. This 
conference is organised by the 
National Missions Movement of 

Singapore “to challenge 
Christians to arise and fulfil the 
Great commission whenever they 
may be”. The conference touts 
itself to be “a triennial, 
interdenominational gathering of 
like-minded Christians from all 
ages, ethnicities and walks of 
life.” This year’s conference is 
held from 9 – 11 July with the 

 
A
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theme “The Whole Church in the 
Whole World”. The goal is to 
encourage every Christian “to 
reach and restore the lost to His 
Kingdom through Jesus Christ” 
and thus “must be strategically 
equipped and mobilised.”2 
 
This interdenominational 
cooperation is also evidenced 
among so-called Calvinistic 
churches. The recent New 
Calvinism movement has seen 
greater theological flexibility and 
cooperation between various 
pastors of various denominations, 
associations and mega churches. 
Men claiming to hold on to the 
Reformed, Calvinistic tradition 
such as John Piper and Tim 
Keller are now joining hand-in-
hand with other “Calvinists” who 
claim to be Charismatic and non-
cessasionists such as Al Mohler. 
The result of such cooperation is 
stunning, with TIME magazine 
in 2009 placing New Calvinism 
as third on the list of “ten ideas 
changing the world right now”.3 
 
The question then must be asked: 
should there be fellowship 
between Christian 
denominations? If so, to what 
                                                

2 See GoForth 2014 at 
http://www.goforth.org.sg/index.php/en/.  
3 For an insight into New Calvinism, see E S 
Williams,  The New Calvinists: Changing the 
Gospel (London: Wakeman Trust, 2014). 

extent should we fellowship with 
Christians of other 
denominations? 
 

Fellowship among Churches 
 

The term “fellowship” in the 
from the Greek koinōnia. This 
term occurs 20 times in the New 
Testament. It has basically two 
domains of meaning. The first 
domain basically has to do with 
association. The second domain 
involves the idea of contribution, 
communication and distribution. 
Such contributions are often 
given as a token of the intimate 
relationship between two parties. 
When this involves Christians, it 
is because of the common faith 
and bond they share in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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The Scripture indicates that there 
is cooperation and fellowship 
between churches in the New 
Testament times. For example, 
churches often made collections 
to help poor saints in other places 
such as Jerusalem (see 1 Cor. 
16:1; 2 Cor. 8:1-4). There was 
also frequent communication 
between the various local 
churches of Paul’s time. For 
example, in Romans 16:16, Paul 
wrote to the Romans that “the 
churches of Christ salute you.” 
(Note the plural in the term 
“churches”). Another example 
can be found in Colossians 4:16 
where Paul exhorted the epistle 
written to the Colossians should 
be read also to the church in 
Laodicea. There was also another 
epistle written to the Laodiceans 
which was to be read in the 
church in Colossae. These 
examples show that fellowship 
between churches is not only 
Biblical but ought to be 
encouraged. 

Separation between Churches 
 

On the other hand, the Bible also 
commands us to practice Biblical 
Separation. The classic passage 
on Biblical Separation is none 
other than 2 Corinthians 6:14-
7:1. “Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath 
righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord 
hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel? And what agreement 
hath the temple of God with 
idols? for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive 
you, And will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty. Having therefore these 
promises, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” 
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The Bible also commands 
believers to separate from all 
disorderly brethren who are 
wilfully rebelling and sinning 
against God (2 Thess. 3:6-15). In 
2 Thessalonians 3:6, Paul writes, 
“Now we command you, 
brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not 
after the tradition which he 
received of us.” The term 
“disorderly” is a military term 
which describes a soldier as 
being out of the ranks. In the 
context of 2 Thessalonians 3, it 
refers to brethren who are lazy 
and refused to work despite 
repeated warnings (c.f. 1 Thess. 
4:11). The whole purpose of this 
separation is that the brother may 
be admonished by the separation, 
that he may be restored to the 
right practice of the truth. 
 
The Bible also teaches us to 
separate from false teachers and 
their teachings. In Romans 16:17, 
God’s Word says, “Now I 
beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid 
them.” Romans 12:1-2 adds, “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable 
service.  And be not conformed 
to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.)” A Christian must also be 
separated from all worldly 
philosophies and practices.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
On the other hand, a Christian 
must bear in mind that Biblical 
Separation is not infiltration, it is 
also not isolation. The passage 
that best explains this is John 
17:14-16 – “I have given them 
thy word; and the world hath 
hated them, because they are not 

False Disciples 
& False 
Brethren 
(as well as 
disorderly 
brethren who 
are wilfully 
sinning against 
God) 

False Teachers 

False Doctrines 
(eg. Worldly 
philosophies & 
practices) 

Separation 
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of the world, even as I am not of 
the world. I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil. They are 
not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world.”  
 

BIBLE SEPARATION 

INFILTRATION 

INSOLATION 
 
 

Fellowship and Separation 
 

Bearing the principles of 
fellowship and separation in 
mind, Bible-believing churches 
ought not to fellowship with any 
denomination or church that 
involves itself with the false –
isms that are plaguing the 
Christian world today. These 
false –isms include Modernism, 
Post-Modernism, Ecumenism, 
Neo-Evangelicalism, 
Charismatism and Neo-
Fundamentalism. In addition, 
Bible-believing churches ought 
to separate themselves from any 
denomination or church that 
engages itself in sinful and 
worldly practices. These include 
use of seeker-sensitive 
techniques (such as those 

popularised by Rick Warren) as 
well as Contemporary Christian 
Music. A preacher who is invited 
to such churches to preach ought 
to reject the invitation. 
Otherwise, if he indeed accepts 
the invitation, he is duty-bound 
to preach against the errors 
practiced by such churches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                   UNITY? 
 
 
An historical application of this 
principle can be seen in the 
formation of the Bible 

Yes to 
Charismatism! 

No to 
Charismatism
! 

BIBLE 
is right! 

POPE 
is right! 
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Presbyterian Church in America. 
The Bible Presbyterian Church 
(BPC) split from the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC) 
based upon three issues. The first 
two issues were due to a 
contention against amillennialism 
and the practice of smoking and 
drinking. This contention was on 
the basis of separation from a 
wrong theology as well as 
unbiblical practice. In addition, 
there was also an issue on how 
missions was to be conducted. 
The OPC felt that they should 
only support Presbyterian 
missions. But the BPC felt that 
they should support missions of 
other Bible-believing churches 
regardless of whether they were 
Presbyterian. On this issue, the 
BPC applied the principle of 
fellowship and avoided the 
extreme of being isolationist. 
 
But what about interaction at a 
personal level? A person may be 
invited to participate in Bible 
studies or prayer meetings with 
other Christians in the work 
place or in educational 
institutions. Some of these 
sessions may involve Christians 
whose denominations are part of 
the false –isms which are 
plaguing the Christian world. In 
such cases, the Bible-believing 
Christian should politely decline. 

Given the opportunity, he or she 
should also state the reasons for 
the separation. On the other 
hand, a group of Bible-believing 
Christians should encourage 
others to attend Bible studies or 
fellowship meetings whereby 
God’s Word is faithfully declared 
so that they may know the truth. 
 

 
Unity must be based on  

God's Truth 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

A Christian is allowed to 
fellowship with other 
denominations provided this 
fellowship is based upon Christ 
and the truth of His Word. 
Whenever the truth of God’s 
Word is compromised, whether 
in teaching or practice, a 
Christian must practice 
separation. The basis of 
fellowship should not be based 
on results or affections, but 
solely upon God’s forever and 
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inerrant Words of everlasting 
life. Amen. 
 
 

WHAT KIND OF UNITY CAN 
BELIEVERS HAVE WITH 

UNBELIEVERS? 
 

By Sis. Eileen Chee 
 

et's face it- Christians are 
more in contact with non-
Christians than with 

Christians in any week of the 
year (except church camp) 
because of the need to earn a 
living in the world. Furthermore, 
in any place, the number of 
unbelievers is always greater 
than the number of believers. 
Singapore herself is home to ten 
religions, but Christians in 
general make up only 9.8% of a 
population of 5.5 million. This 
percentage might even be 
reflected in your Facebook's list 
of friends and your phone's 
contact list!  
 

 

 
The question “What kind of unity 
can Christians have with 
unbelievers” is really a needful 
and practical question. However, 
in asking what kind of unity, this 
question is assuming that there 
are a few kinds of unity. If one 
wants to seriously go down the 
list of the various aspects or 
categories,  he/she will never get 
to the end of it and thus, will 
never have a firm position on 
this. 
 
The principle must be taken from 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18. This 
passage is the single, most clear-
cut expression of God's will for 
Christians in their relationship 
with non-Christians. This 
principle will be like a smoke 
detector – in whatever kinds of 
unity you have in mind or wish 
to have with unbelievers, it will 
sound out an alarm when it 
senses smoke clouding out your 
relationship with God.  
 
The words that are relevant to 
answering this question are really 
just contained in the expression 
“unequally yoked”.  The phrase 
“unequally yoked” is a 
compound word in Greek and its 
emphasis is in the word 
“unequally”. In Greek, there are 
two words for the English word 

L

Unity between 
Christians and  
Unbelievers? 
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“another”. One means “another 
of a different kind” and the other 
means “another of the same 
kind”. Thus, the words 
“unequally yoked” can be re-
rendered as “to be yoked with 
another of a different kind”, as 
opposed “to be yoked with 
another of the same kind”.  
 

The Difference 
 

How different is a Christian from 
a non-Christian? The Apostle 
Paul continued on this thought of 
difference in the following 
illustrations. The table below will 
show very clearly that the 
Christian and the non-Christian 
are on two extreme ends of the 
pole. 

 
Righteousness versus 

Unrighteousness 
 

The believer is righteous, by 
virtue of Christ being his 
Righteousness who fulfilled 

perfectly God's law on his behalf, 
and also his own life being 
characterized by uprightness and 
adherence to the law of God. The 
standard of righteousness is 
God's law wherein God reveals 
His holiness. The believer loves 
God's law (Psa. 119:97) and 
strives to be holy, even as God is 
holy (1 Pet. 1:16). For the 
unbeliever, he is unrighteous, or 
in other words, lawless4. He does 
not care what God says in His 
word, even if he takes an 
intellectual or academic interest 
in it. The unbeliever totally 
rejects God's law. He prefers to 
live by his own rules which are 
often selfish and self-centered. 
There is no common ground 
between righteousness and 
lawlessness. 
 
 
 
 
 

Light versus Darkness 
 

Light and darkness never co-
exist. One comes after another. 
When there is light, it is just 
purely light; where there is 
darkness, it is simply darkness. 
The plainest distinction is 
between white and black. When 
                                                
4 The letter “alpha” is prefixed to the Greek word 

for “law”, thus showing a negating of the law.  

Believer Unbeliever 
Righteousness Unrighteousness 
Light Darkness 
Christ Belial 
He that 
believeth 

Infidel 

Temple of God Idols 

RIGHTEOUSNESS UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 
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the children of Israel enjoyed 
light in their Jewish quarters, the 
Egyptians languished in total 
blackness. In this plague, the 
children of Israel saw most 
clearly that God was on their 
side. Believers are called 
“children of light, and the 
children of the day” (1 Thess. 
5:5). Children of light are to do 
one thing and that is to “watch 
and be sober” (1 Thess. 5:6). 
How about those in darkness? 
“For they that sleep sleep in the 
night; and they that be drunken 
are drunken in the night” (1 
Thess. 5:7). Do you ever see alert 
persons having dialogues with 
people who sleep like a log? Or a 
non-intoxicated man running a 
marathon with a drunk man?  
 
 
 
 
 

Christ versus Belial  
 

Think upon Christ. Who is 
Christ? He is the Anointed One – 
the chosen and only one 
appointed to save sinners. How 
did He come to do this work? 
With earnestness - “My meat is 
to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work” (John 
4:34); with humility - “For even 
the Son of man came not to be 

ministered unto, but to minister” 
(Mark 10:45); with compassion - 
“...he was moved with 
compassion on them, because 
they...were as sheep having no 
shepherd”; with longing - “For 
the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). Then consider 
Belial, which is another name for 
Satan. This particular name of his 
means worthlessness and 
wickedness. The deeds of Satan 
are absolutely without any worth 
and value in God's eyes, for he 
does nothing for God's kingdom 
but only to rebel, destroy and 
overthrow. Followers resemble 
their leaders.The follower of 
Christ serves God but the 
follower of Satan serves the 
world.  
 

He that believeth  
versus an Infidel 

 
He that believeth walks by faith 
while the infidel or unbelieving5 
walks by sight. The former takes 
the strait and narrow way which 
leads to life but the infidel takes 
the broad way which leads to 
destruction (Matt. 7:13-14). The 
saints of God led victorious lives 
because it was all by faith (cf 
Heb. 11). They trusted in the 
                                                
5 Once again, the letter “alpha” is prefixed to the 

word “faith” to negate it.  

LIGHT DARKNESS 
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promises of God and prayed 
without ceasing as they 
journeyed to heaven. On the 
other hand, those who did not 
believe fumbled their way 
through life and were like “a 
wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed” (Jas 1:6) 
because they were without faith. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Temple of God versus Idols 

 
The believer is the temple of 
God. It is where God dwells here 
on earth. Instead of a physical 
building, the temple is the body 
of the believer. God himself says 
that “I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them” (2 Cor. 6:16). 
God's glory resides in the temple 
(cf Ezek. 10). However, when the 
priests and Israelites brought in 
idols and settled them down in 
every corner of the holy place 
(Ezek. 8), God's glory departed. 
Since idols are forbidden in the 
lives of believers, should not 
believers also take care that idol-
worshippers be not an influence 
in their lives? 
 
 
 

 
 

The Disunity 
 
Having seen the inequality 
between Christians and non-
Christians, the next important 
thing to consider is the act of 
yoking. This will determine what 
kind of unity the Christian can 
have with unbelievers, if any at 
all. Yoking is basically using a 
“heavy wooden frame to tie two 
draft animals together for pulling 
heavy loads”.  Thus it is only 
reasonable to put two animals 
with similar height, stride and 
even temperament together to 
accomplish the task.  
 

 
Just as the Apostle Paul 
elaborated on the difference 
between Christians and 
unbelievers, he also expanded on 
the idea of yoking in the same 
breath. He used five words to do 
so, namely, “fellowship”, 
“communion”, “concord”, “part” 
and “agreement”. 
 

HE THAT 
BELIEVETH INFIDEL 

TEMPLE OF GOD IDOLS 
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In this passage, the “fellowship” 
really means to be in partnership. 
One prime example of a 
partnership can be found in Luke 
5:7 and 10. James and John were 
partners together with Simon 
Peter in the fishing industry. In 
this partnership, each had to 
contribute to purchase and 
maintain fishing equipment. 
They must plan their schedules 
and worked hard together. Profits 
and gains were shared out while 
losses had to be borne by 
everyone. This speaks of a very 
close cooperation where 
everyone involved has a stake in 
the business. There is a common 
purpose and activity. Do 
righteousness and 
unrighteousness share a common 
purpose and activity? 
 
On the other hand, “communion” 
also has the meaning of 
“participation or “fellowship”. It 
is very close to the above idea of 
partnership, but in this case, this 
is more of a close mutual 
relationship and involvement. 
Parties put in their heart and soul 
in the relationship, working hand 
in hand to make it work. There is 
giving and taking; there is a 
sharing of lives together. Yet, 
light and darkness are mutually 
exclusive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   LIGHT              DARKNESS 
If you know what a symphony is, 
you would understand what 
“concord” is. A well-known 
conductor, pianist and composer 
heard the Vienna Pilharmonic 
Orchestra for the first time in 
1897 and said this even in 1960, 
“...a life-altering impression, 
because it was this sound of the 
orchestra that I have experienced 
ever since — I have the feeling: 
this is the way an orchestra 
should sound; the way it should 
play. I had never heard the 
beauty, this calmness of the 
sound, that sort of glissando, the 
manner of vibrato, the string 
sound, the blend of woodwinds 
with the strings, with the brass, 
the balance of the brass in 
combination with the percussion 
contributing together to the 
overall sonority of the orchestra. 
For me, this impression was 
definitive, and now I would like 
to anticipate a point and tell you 
this: this sound, 1897, is the same 
today.”6 Although the orchestra 
is made up of many different 
instruments, each could still give 

                                                
6 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna_Philharmonic 
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its characteristic sounds without 
compromising the harmony. 
What unites them is the music 
score. Christ and Belial will 
never sing the same tune!   
 
To have a “part” in something 
means “to be joined in”, while 
“agreement” is “to be in 
company with”. The one who has 
faith will find it hard to join in 
the activities of those who have 
not faith, for one is spiritual and 
another is carnal. God hates idols 
and surely in His temple, He 
does not want to be found 
together with idols.   
 

Application 
 
There is an unevenness between 
a Christian and a non-Christian. 
As such, to have any kind of 
unity between the two, in the true 
sense of its word will be most 
forced and unnatural because it 
demands a common purpose, 
belief, life and activity. 
Therefore, it is very clear to see 
that marriage between a believer 
and a non-believer is out of the 
question because two 
diametrically opposite natures 
have to be made one.  
Furthermore, to be best friends 
with an unbeliever is also most 
difficult for that means one has to 

give up or sacrifice his own 
purpose, belief, life and activity.  
This does not then mean we can 
never be friends with the 
unbelieving people in our lives, 
or work with people of another 
faith. Christians ought to be 
cordial, friendly, kind, good and 
gentle towards them, and also to 
put their best foot forward in 
cooperative assignments, tasks 
and projects. However, a line has 
to be drawn. We may think we 
can just inch closer till we reach 
the limit but the command is to 
“come out from among them, 
and be ye separate” (2 Cor. 
6:17). As a distinctly peculiarly 
people, we cannot be the same or 
even similar with the unbelieving 
world in the words we speak, the 
music we listen, the clothes we 
wear, the values we hold, the 
dreams we harbour etc. If we by 
our closeness with them, start to 
resemble them, then God will 
take away His fatherly blessings 
from us (v18).  
 
 
 

       OR 
 
Which do you want - unity with 
God or unity with unbelieving 
friends/colleagues? 
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INTERVIEWS --  
Getting to Know New Members and Friends!  
 
A warm welcome to... 
 

                                  
 
 
Grace           Jocelyn              Clement          and           Samuel! 
 
 
Q1. Can you share with us your salvation story? 
 
Grace: I came to know Christ at a young age, but it was only when I turned 
16 that I truly believed in our loving Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Being brought up in a Christian home, I was introduced to Christ and the 
Bible stories that told of the marvelous and great God we have. By that, 
many would have assumed that I would accept Christ immediately then. 
However my curiosity about the existence of God never failed to satisfy me 
and I would often doubt His existence unless I saw or experienced his ‘holy 
enactment’ per se. Perhaps I was waiting for a direct confrontation like that 
with Paul, but whatever the case, it showed how little faith I had. Then 
again, God is gracious in providing me strong Christian friends and 
relatives who would encourage me through their personal experiences to 
believe in the Almighty God. And I too, eventually learned that life is 
uncertain in many ways. As humans, we are weak, fragile and bound by 
limitations. So then, what can carry us through situations beyond our limits 
to control them? Only God can!  
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Thankfully we have a God who exists! Because we are aware of our 
weaknesses, we therefore learn to humbly depend on God. So having 
understood that, I came to believe in the only true and living God, our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Jocelyn: I remember 2 occasions when I said the sinner's prayer when I was 
a young kid, probably in primary school. Not sure what the age was. The 
first occasion was during Sunday school, when we were asked, two by two, 
to have a session with Mrs Chan, and she shared with us the salvation story 
using the colours from the Wordless book, but on a glove. I remember 
saying the sinner's prayer then. 
The second time was with my mum, who sat me down and said the sinner's 
prayer with me. She then wrote down the date on a Bible which I still have 
today. The date is 9/8/13. 
However, I would say I only had the assurance of salvation in Secondary 3, 
through circumstances in life which showed me how God was working in 
my life, and how real He was to me. I thank God for His working and 
guidance through these years, and the assurance that He is my Saviour and 
Lord. 
 
Clement: I'll just briefly share my salvation story. My parent sent 
me to a Presbyterian primary school and there I heard the Gospel 
and believed on the LORD Jesus Christ. I can't remember when 
exactly I received Christ, but it was around Primary school time I 
think. On and off my Christian relatives did share Christ with me. I 
think both school and relatives played their part in helping me to 
believe in Christ. At that time, all I knew was to believe and knew 
nothing much about the Bible. 
 
Samuel: Growing up in a Christian family, I came to know 
Christ from a young age. Through the numerous Bible 
stories and lessons, I came to accept Jesus Christ. 
 
Q2. How do you usually do your Quiet Time? 
 
Grace: I do my Quiet Time in the mornings, reading the Christian’s Daily 
Remembrancer by Pastor James Smith. Once in a while, I would pick up 
good Christian literature to read. 
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Jocelyn: I usually choose a book (so far only within the New Testament) 
and read it through briefly, and re-read again more in depth, writing down 
lessons which I learn in a notebook. 
I refer to some commentaries or books sometimes when I am unsure of some 
portions.  
On days when I miss, I will read a devotion from Charles Spurgeon's Book 
of Faith, which I have as an app on my phone, so I will read it on the way to 
work, before I start my day. 
 
Clement: Just two simple things: 1) God's Word  and 2) prayer. 
This are the two most essential ingredients. God's Word can 
sanctify and teach a Christian to be more Christ-like. A Christian 
can also draw strength from God through prayer and also pray for 
others. 
 
Samuel: I do my Quiet Time in the morning using a 
devotional guide. 
 
Q3. Do you have any favorite verse or hymn that you can share 
with us? Any role models in the faith? 
 
Grace: I have a favourite verse and psalm. Proverbs 3:5-6 constantly 
reminds me to trust in the Lord. Psalm 118 is a very encouraging psalm as I 
meet life’s trials. It also tells of God’s goodness in leading us through ways 
that we least imagine it to be but through ways He wants it to be. That’s the 
wonderful thing about God! 
 
Dr Timothy Tow is my role model in the faith as I am very encouraged by 
his strong faith in God and zealous service for Him till the end. 
 
Jocelyn: One of my favourite hymn is "Come Thou Fount", because of the 
last stanza which says "Prone to wander Lord I feel it, Prone to leave the 
God I love. Here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above" 
I really relate to this part of the hymn, where I know I am tempted by the 
things of the world, and my heart is really prone to wander, so it is a 
reminder for me, to not give my heart to anyone or anything else, but to 
God, and that He may keep me till I meet Him in heaven. 
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As for role models, if currently living I don't think I have particularly 
identified or zoomed down anyone as a role model. But most sisters in 
Christ whom I've grown up with (both in current church and past church in 
Jurong) have taught me and guided me through the years in different areas in 
my life and I thank God for them. 
 
I think they all have different life lessons to share, because of they different 
life experiences, which has guided me and helped me at various points in my 
life. They have also watched out for me and encouraged me along the way. 
 
As for people in history, Charles Spurgeon's works have encouraged me a 
lot. Probably not as a role model per se, but his writings have many-a- time 
encouraged me in the faith. 
 
Clement: Maybe I'll just share a verse. I don't really have a 
particular favourite. One verse that I like is Revelation 2:10. It 
reads "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, 
the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; 
and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.". This verse tells me to be 
faithful no matter what happens in life. For role models, I don't 
think I have a particular favourite. But one that I like is Job. He 
been through much persecution, but he was faithful unto death. 
He's a good role model for every Christian. 
 
Samuel: My favourite verse is Isaiah 40:31. 
 
Q4. How has it been different in the YAF as compared to your 
previous fellowship group? 
 
Grace: YAF and YF are two different things altogether. For example, the 
messages and sharing sessions in the YAF addresses the challenges and 
needs of the life of a young adult whereas that of the YF caters to needs of 
students in their youth. That said, I feel that even as a young adult, the 
messages in the YF are still applicable and practical in providing a 
foundation to how we should lead our Christian lives. 
 
Generally speaking, the YAF mentally prepares me in the role of an 
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individual entrusted with greater responsibilities (as an employee, mother, 
educator etc. ) whereas the YF provides a basic groundwork in the values 
that a Christian should possess. 
 
Jocelyn: Different role, being a member and being in a leadership position. I 
think being in a leadership position you have more responsibilities to 
fulfil. Also in YAF, the concerns in life are different; in YF most were about 
studies, school exam and etc. Whereas now is more of work, and how to be a 
testimony at work, more thoughts and sharings about the family. While 
spiritual struggles are still very much similar, or present in both sides, 
probably the approach and mentality to managing them is a bit different. I 
think in YAF we have more head knowledge, and most probably have a 
certain foundation, and it is the struggle of really putting what we know into 
practice. While in the YF its probably more of building up foundation, 
knowledge. But of course there is still a need to put into application what we 
have learned, but probably not so much ingrained yet. 
 
Clement: Glad to be one of the younger ones in YAF now as 
compared to YF. Now I have older ones to look up to in YAF. I 
think the older ones, having been through more in life, can be good 
role models for me. 
 
Samuel: They are pretty much the same since the current 
YAF is made up of similar people who were in my previous 
fellowship group. 
 
Q5. What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 
 
Grace: In my free time, I enjoy doing craft work, playing the piano, 
photography, exploring new places in Singapore, watch documentaries, 
hanging out with friends or relatives, traveling or playing with animals. 
 
Jocelyn: Catch up on sleep!  
I quite like reading, but sometimes too lazy to pick up a book as don't want 
to end up reading halfway without finishing it. 
 
Clement: Interesting question. Er... when I am really, really, really 
free, I'll go fishing. When I am free, but not as free, maybe I'll go 
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for some exercise or maybe watch some documentary on YouTube 
or do some other things. It depends. I do swimming nowadays. 
 
Samuel: I enjoy reading or exercising in my free time. 
 
Q6. Lastly, share with us something that we still do not know 
about you!  
 
Grace: I used to play the trumpet. 
 
Jocelyn: (Quite a random question) Anything under the sun? I wished I 
could draw real life portraits, because I think it makes wonderful gifts. 
 
Clement: Hmm... another interesting question. Maybe I shall 
share something negative and something positive. Let's start with 
the negative one. When I was young, I was very mischievous. One 
of the things I did was to use a catapult to shoot at chickens which 
was reared by others... that was in Malaysia. But thank God I did 
not kill any of the chicken. Then after that I got a "lecture" from 
the owner. (please do not try this anywhere, anytime. just sharing 
my experience) Now for the slightly positive one. I like going 
fishing. Fishing gets me closer to nature and helps me relax, 
especially when all around me is quiet. Fishing gives me great 
surprises when I do not know what will be my next catch. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" 
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OBJECTIVES OF NEWSLETTER 
 

For the EEDDIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN, EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN 
& EENNCCOOUURRAAGGEEMMEENNTT of our members 

 

Truth YAF Program (Aug – Sep 14) 
DATE TOPIC SPEAKER I/C 

2/8 Combined meeting with 
Gethsemane YAF TBC Shuen 

Siang 
9/8 No Meeting 

16/8 Be Blameless and Harmless – 
Phil 2:14-18 Pr Joshua Yong Oneness 

23/8 Church Bible Study Rev (Dr) Quek 
Suan Yew - 

6/9 Receive our fellow brethren in 
the Lord – Phil 2:19-30 Pr Joshua Yong Unity 

13/9 No Meeting 

20/9 Beware of evil workers – Phil 
3:1-3 

Rev (Dr) Jeffrey 
Khoo Oneness 

29/9 Church Bible Study Rev (Dr) Quek 
Suan Yew - 

 
 

 

TTYYAAFF  BBIIBBLLEE  SSTTUUDDYY  

 

Topic: Book of Proverbs 
First and third Saturdays of the 

month when there are YAF 
meetings 

Time: 6pm Venue: Room 03-06 


