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for sharings by YAFers regarding your studying of the Bible. Such 
testimonies sure bring much encouragement to the readers.

 In this issue we also recall 2 YAF events, our Retreat in 
March and Outing in May. May the reading of these reports 
bring back to mind the blessings received from these activities. We 
also get to know Edison better in the interview session with him.

 We pray that this issue of Water Brooks may encour-
age all to devote more time and effort in the study of the Bible. 
Please continue to pray for the Water Brooks Committee, led by 
Emerson, as we continue this area of ministry in the YAF. 

 God bless.

It cannot be emphasised more how important the Bible is to 
a Christian’s life. Yet many among us in YAF will be able to attest 
(with shame) as well how difficult it can be to be faithful in the 
studying of the Bible. Some may even be discouraged to study 
the Bible simply because there are so many things in it that 
are difficult to understand (especially to those young in faith). 
Whatever the case is, may God grant us the strength to persevere 
on and in good time, be rewarded with the joy that flows from 
God’s Word. We pray that the articles in this issue will benefit us 
in both encouraging and rebuking us to the studying of God’s Word.

 We have articles by Rev Koshy, AW Pink and JR Miller 
to teach us the importance of studying the Bible. It really is a 
privilege (not a burden) to be able to do so. The article by Har-
vey Newcomb gives practical tips how we can go about doing 
so. Yirong has done a write-up on 3 books recommended to aid 
us in studying the Bible. Many have also responded to the request 

Editorial
Haw Shuen Siang
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The Bible in Life
J.R. Miller

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” Colossians 3:16

Just how to use the Bible so as to get from it the help it has to give, 
perplexes many good people. Some have an almost superstitious 
regard for the book. They think that it’s physical presence will 
ward off dangers and bring blessings. Many a soldier, as he enters 
a battle, throws away his pack of cards—and puts a New Testa-
ment in his pocket and then feels safer. Some people suppose 
the Bible will answer their questions and mark out their duty for 
them in an infallible way. So when they have some serious prob-
lem which they cannot solve, they open the book at random and 
put their finger on a verse with their eyes closed, and take that 
verse as containing and inspired direction. But in no such way 
does the Bible offer to help us. It is not a fetish.

 It is meant to be a book of life to us—but it must be used                        
intelligently. It helps us from within, not from without. In one 
place we are exhorted to let the Word of Christ richly dwell in 
us. The Word of Christ consists primarily of all the very sayings 
of Christ which are preserved for us in the Gospels. There are 
not many of these—we can read them all in a little while. But 
they are the most wonderful words ever spoken. Then in a wider 
sense the Word of Christ includes all divine revelations. The 
Bible is a marvelous book. It contains lofty, spiritual teachings, 
which are meant to change earth’s wilderness into a heavenly 
garden.

 The Word of Christ does its work from within. Hence 
it must get into our heart and we must let it dwell in us. We can 
shut it out if we will. It cannot enter into our life unless we let it 
enter, nor will it stay with us unless it is hospitably entertained. 
It will not do anything for us either if we keep it out. A Bible ly-
ing on our table will not make known to us any of the wonderful 
revealings it contains—we must receive its words into our heart.

 A great deal of advice has been given in books and                 
sermons concerning the best way to study the Bible. The fact 
is, however, that not many people do study it. Many read books 
about the Bible —but not all of these read the Bible itself. Many 
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know a few bright and great verses—but know nothing about 
the book as a whole. They find a little garden spot here and there 
and visit it now and then, breathing the fragrance of the flowers 
and eating the fruits they find there—while the vast continent 
of the Scriptures lies unexplored beyond. If we read any other 
book as most people read the Bible—-we would never prop-
erly understand it. The Bible should be studied intelligently. It 
should be studied thoroughly, for every portion of it is profitable 
for instruction, for correction, for comfort, for help.

 If the Word of Christ is allowed to dwell in us rich-
ly, what will be its effect on our every day life? For one thing, 
it will transform our character. The Word of God is a lamp.                                           
Wherever it shines it reveals the faults, the flaws, the blemishes, 
the wrong things in hearts and lives. It shows us our selfishness, 
our envy, our jealousy, our lack of love, our doubts, our incon-
sistencies. We should count ourselves happy the day we discover 
a new fault in our life or character—not happy because the fault 
is there—but because we have discovered it, that we may rid                               
ourselves of it. Where the Word of Christ dwells—it reveals 
faults and cleanses.

“But cleansing is not enough. 
It is not enough not to do sinful things.”

 But cleansing is not enough. It is not enough not to do 
sinful things. Religion is not made up of negatives and “you shall 
nots.” Jesus says that His words are spirit and life. They are like 
seeds; seeds gathered from heavenly gardens and brought to 
earth. When planted in human hearts, things of heaven will grow 
there. In Derbyshire, England, there are said to be some flowers 
which are not found in the English flora. The story is that in the 
far away days of the Crusades a knight from Derbyshire went, 
with others, to the rescue of the Holy Sepulcher. When he came 
back, after years filled with brave deeds, this crusader brought 
home with him seeds of Oriental flowers, which he planted on 
his estates. They grew there, and now, centuries afterward, they 
are still growing. The Words of Christ are seeds brought from 
heaven. They were planted in this world and are now growing all 
over the lands where the gospel has gone. Every true Christian 
life is a little garden where love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, and other spiritual things are growing.

 The Word of Christ is to be a guest in our heart. Where 
His Word is thus welcomed and permitted to dwell, Christ                
Himself is guest. There is a story of a gentle and loving child who 
found her way into a loveless and prayerless home and stayed 
there, changing everything by the sweet, gracious influence of 
her life, until the home became a place of love and prayer. Wher-
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ever Christ is Guest—all of life is brightened, dull task work is 
made like angel ministry, friendships are sweetened, burdens are 
lightened, and commonplace circumstances are transfigured.

 The reason we have so little of Christ in our lives, and 
are so little like Him—is because we have so little of Christ’s 
Word dwelling in us. The housekeeper makes the home. She 
puts her own taste, good or ill, the beauty or the unbeauty of 
her own spirit, the gentleness or the ungentleness of her own 
heart—into her housekeeping and her homemaking. You know 
the woman by the home she makes. If the Word of Christ lives 
in us—it will be housekeeper in our hearts; and it will make the 
life like itself. If it is a guest in us, it will be homemaker too.

“The religion which the Word of Christ inspires, 
is sunny and songful.”

 Every influence of the Word of Christ is toward beauty 
and joy. Some homes have always a somber air. Some people’s 
religion seems to make them severe and ungentle. But that is not 
the Christly way. The religion which the Word of Christ inspires, 
is sunny and songful. Someone writes: “We want a religion that 
softens the step, turns the voice to melody, fills the eye with sun-
shine, and checks the impatient exclamation and harsh rebuke; a 

religion that is polite to all, deferential to superiors, considerate 
to friends; a religion that goes into the family and keeps the hus-
band from being cross when dinner is late; that keeps the wife 
from fretting when the husband tracks the newly washed floor 
with his soiled boots and makes the husband mindful of the 
door mat; that keeps the mother patient when the baby is cross, 
and amuses the children as well as instructs them; that projects 
the honeymoon into the harvest moon, and makes the happy 
home like the Eastern fig tree, bearing on its bosom at once the 
tender blossom and the glory of the ripening fruit.”

 If the Word of Christ dwells in us—it will make us help-
ers of others. It will so saturate and sweeten our thoughts, our 
dispositions, our tempers, and our feelings that the love 
of Christ will flow out in all our common speech. It will make 
our words gracious and kind. It will keep us from all bitter,                                                     
censorious, acrid, and hasty speech. It will inspire in us all helpful 
words. In no department of life do we more need to be divinely 
taught—than in the use of our tongues. Many people seem never 
to learn the fine art of Christian speech. Even in their efforts to 
do good, they speak unadvisedly, hurting when they want to help,                                                                                                                                        
making wounds of grief bleed afresh when they wish to give 
comfort. We need to pray continually for a gracious tongue—
that we may know how to sustain with words him that is weary.
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 The possibilities of helpfulness in speech are almost                 
infinite. One who has a consecrated tongue, a tongue thoroughly 
imbued with love, and completely under the sway of grace, can 
be the inspirer of all that is holy and beautiful in others, a com-
forter of sorrow, an encourager of those who are disheartened, 
a guide to inexperience, and in a thousand ways, a helper of                    
fellow pilgrims. We should think much of the ministry of our 
own speech. If only we learn how to use the marvelous power 
we have in our tongues for Christ , there is no danger that our 
lives will not be worth while.

 Another of the results of the indwelling of the Word of 
Christ is a joyful life. The Word of Christ puts psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs into our lips. Joy is a Christian duty. We do 
not begin to realize the need of joy in those who bear Christ’s 
name. In no other way can they truly and fitly witness for the 
Master. A Christian should never be discouraged, should never 
doubt the outcome of good from all that seems evil. A wailing,                          
complaining, fearing Christian is failing his Lord.

 In countless ways does the Word of Christ in the heart 
reveal itself in the life. It assures us of comfort in sorrow, of 
strength in weakness. It makes shining faces; it keeps songs                
always singing. It makes men bold, and women patient and kind. 
It blesses homes; it enriches and beautifies lives.
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From our correspondence we gather that in these strenuous days, 
there are not a few who deplore the fact, that they do not now 
have the time available for serious reading which they once had. 
Working conditions are so exacting, competition is so keen and 
ruthless, the pace has become so feverish—that the majority are 
too exhausted at the close of the day to apply themselves in the 
evening to anything which involves much effort. We sympathize 
with these weary toilers, and would offer to them the following 
remarks.

 First, God is no Egyptian taskmaster, laying upon us a 
burden grievous to be borne.

Bible Study
A.W. Pink

 Second, there is nothing more restful to the nerves and 
relief-bringing to an over-taxed mind, than half an hour spent 
alone with God; say five minutes in reading a Psalm or a portion 
from the Gospels, 15 or 20 minutes at the Throne of Grace—
thanking God for the mercies of the day, pouring out to Him 
our troubles, seeking fresh supplies of grace: and then reading a 
chapter from the Epistles.

 Third, retire to rest half an hour sooner than you have 
been doing, and rise that much earlier in the morning, so as to spend 
it with God, preparing yourself for the demands of the day.

 Fourth, be most particular in seeing to it that you spend 
several hours on Sundays, reading over God’s Word and edify-
ing books. It is not honoring to the Lord for you to rush from 
one meeting to another, and leave yourself little opportunity for 
private  devotions.

 But there is another class of young people or those not so 
hardly pressed by the exigencies of modern life, who write and 
ask us what we consider to be “the best way to study the Bible.” 
Recently it has struck us that the term “study” in this relation 
has an egotistical sound and savors of carnality. Is it not almost                                                                                                                                     
irreverent to employ this language here—a dragging down of 
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that each may receive a suitable portion. Neither the verse itself 
nor the context has any reference to partitioning off the Scrip-
tures, allotting one book to this dispensation and another book 
to that dispensation—which is a subtle device of the Enemy to 
rob God’s children of many needed parts of their spiritual bread.

“Above all, beg God to write His Word more legibly 
and fully upon the tablets of your heart.”

 Are we intimating, then, that the rank and file of God’s 
people should devote less time to the Scriptures—or that they 
should be encouraged to scan them superficially? No, indeed 

—God forbid! That against which we are here protesting is 
the God-dishonoring idea that His Word is merely a piece of                                                
literature, which may be “mastered” by a course of “study.” That 
which we would warn against is an undue occupation with the 
technical aspects of the Bible. By all means read and re-read 
the whole Bible through consecutively, so as to become ac-
quainted with its contents. By all means, “search the Scriptures                                                                                                                  
daily” (Acts 17:11) in order to test all you hear and read, “com-
pare” one part with another, so that you may obtain fuller light 
upon what is before you. Pray constantly for the guidance and 
illumination of the Spirit, that He may open to you its Divine 
mysteries; slowly ponder each word in every verse. Above all, 

the holy and unique Word of God to the level of mere human                                                   
productions? Is it a clear brain—or a sensitive conscience, which 
is most essential for profiting from Divine revelation? and which 
is more likely to be called into exercise by close “study”? “What 
method do you recommend for studying the Bible?” Does not 
such a question seem to indicate, that the inquirer supposes the 
Sacred Scriptures to be addressed chiefly to the intellect? The 
questioner may not be conscious of this (for the heart is very de-
ceitful)—yet is not that what is really implied? Can you imagine 
one who had received a letter from his sweetheart, proposing to 
sit down and “study” it? Would not that expression be altogether 
incongruous in such a connection?

 But has not God Himself exhorted us to “study” 
His Word? Where? In what passage? The actual term “study”                             
occurs but five times in the Bible. Twice in Proverbs (15:28; 
24:2) where it signifies to “meditate” beforehand; once in Eccle-
siastes 12:12; again in 1 Thessalonians 4:11, “Study to be quiet”; 
and finally, “study to show yourself approved unto God, a work-
man that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word 
of Truth” (2 Timothy 2:15), which is addressed to the preacher, 
and means he is to make it his paramount concern to endeavor 
to please God in all things, and is to spare no pains in equip-
ping himself to minister the Word in season to needy souls, so 
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beg God to write His Word more legibly and fully upon the                            
tablets of your heart.

 God’s blessed Word is not for dissection by the knife 
of cold intellectuality—but is to be laid to heart. It is not given 
for us to display our cleverness and “brilliance” upon—but to 
be bowed before in true humility. It is not designed for mental 
entertainment—but for the regulation of our daily lives. Far, far 
more important than “method”, is our motive when approach-
ing the Word. Not to acquire that which will puff us up in our 
own conceit—but that which will subdue pride and bring us as 
supplicants to the footstool of Mercy, is what we should seek. Of 
what value is a knowledge of the original Hebrew and Greek—
or a thorough acquaintance with the history, geography, and          
chronology of the Bible—if the heart be left cold and hard                                                                                                                        
toward its Author?

“God’s blessed Word is not for dissection by the 
knife of cold intellectuality—but is to be laid to heart.”

 We very much doubt then, if this word “study” is an              
appropriate one to apply unto our perusal of the inspired page. 
What would be thought of a child, away from home, saying he 
was going to “study” the letters he had received from his parents? 

And the Bible consists of a series of letters from the Heavenly 
Father to His dear children. Then let us cherish them as such, 
and act accordingly.

 As we wrote recently to two young friends in the Unit-
ed States, “I wonder if you will be surprised when I say that, I           
seriously doubt if God has called or requires you to ‘study’ His 
Word—what you need to do is FEED thereon. How much nour-
ishment would your body derive from a study of the chemical 
properties of cereals and fruits—or from seeking to ascertain 
the various sorts of soil in which they are grown or the differ-
ent types from which they are derived—or the meaning of their 
Latin names? None whatever! And I am persuaded that much 
of the modern ‘study of the Bible’ is equally profitless spiritually. 
True, such a study as I have mentioned above, would feed pride—                                                                                                                                    
acquiring a knowledge which many of your fellows possess not; 
but would it aid digestion?

 Would it not be more practicable to pay closer attention 
to securing a nutritious and balanced diet? Would it not be more 
profitable if you gave greater attention to the mastication of your 
food? So it is, dear friends, with our spiritual food.” “Desire the 
sincere milk of the Word—that you may grow thereby” (1 Peter 
2:2). That is the only nutritive food for the soul!
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 Dwell not so exclusively upon favorite books of                              
Scripture that you neglect others equally needful—but vary 
your reading, and then you will obtain a balanced diet. Mem-
orize a verse or two every day and meditate thereon whenever 
you have a few spare moments, even when journeying to and 
from your work, and then you will masticate your Food. Put the 
precepts into practice, heed the warnings of Scripture, and then 
you will assimilate what you have fed upon.

N.B.—It should hardly be necessary for us to point out, that this 
brief editorial is not designed for preachers and teachers.
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Harvey Newcomb (1803-1863) was a Congregational minister in England. 
He edited several journals, including the “Christian Herald,” and authored 178 
volumes, including fourteen on church history and many books for children and 
young people. Among his most popular works are The Young Lady’s Guide, 
How to Be a Man, and How to Be a Lady. Though excerpted from The Young 
Lady’s Guide, this booklet is valuable for men, women, and saints of all ages.

“Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman who 
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the 
word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15

 To a true child of God, nothing is so precious as the                         
volume of inspiration. It is like a mine of all sorts of metals and 

A Guide to Bible Study
Harvey Newcomb

precious stones, overlaid with gold and silver. That which is most             
necessary for the common purposes of life lies on the surface. 
These are the simple truths of the Gospel, which are essential 
to salvation. But below these are the iron, the tin, the copper—
the strong truths, the doctrines, the practical principles, which 
tax the powers of the mind to develop, but which give strength 
and consistency to the Christian character. Yet beyond these is 
an inexhaustible treasure of precious stones, every examination 
of which discovers new gems of surpassing luster and surprising 
beauty.

 The Bible is the charter of the Christian’s hopes, the deed 
of his inheritance. Is he a wayfaring man in a strange land? This 
book contains a description of the country to which he is bound, 
with a map of the way, on which all the crossways and by-paths 
are designated. Is he a mariner on the stormy ocean of life? This 
is both his chart and compass. Here he finds all the shoals and 
reefs distinctly marked, and monuments placed upon many 
dangerous places, where others have made shipwreck.

 Seeing, then, we have such a treasure put into our 
hands, it cannot be a matter of surprise that we should be                      
directed to search after the precious things it contains, nor that 
Christians should love to ponder its sacred pages. “Your word,” 
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says the Psalmist, “is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path” (Psalm 119:105). It is like a lantern, which sheds light on 
our path, amid the darkness of the night, to direct the steps of 
our feet. The sincere Christian will therefore search the Word of 
God, for a knowledge of His will, with more eagerness than he 
would search for hidden treasures of gold and silver. In obedience 
to the command of God, he will set his heart to the work. After 
the giving of the law, Moses says, “Set your hearts unto all the 
words which I testify among you this day” (Deu 32:46). To set 
our hearts upon any object implies such a love for it and desire 
after it, as leads to a strong determination to make every possible 
effort to obtain it; and this ought to be the settled and perma-
nent feeling of our hearts in regard to a knowledge of the will of 
God, as revealed in His Word. And, as we obtain this knowledge, 
we should imitate the Psalmist, who said, “Your word have I hid 
in my heart, that I might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). 
His object in hiding the Word in his heart was to know how to 
regulate his conduct so as not to sin against God. So must we 
hide the Word of God in our hearts, and for the same reason. 
We must study it as the directory of life. Whenever we open this 
blessed book, this should be the sincere inquiry of our heart: 

“Lord, what will you have me to do?” Let us come to it with this 
childlike spirit of obedience, and we shall not fail to learn the 
will of God.

 But when we have learned our duty in God’s Word, the 
next thing is, to do it without delay. First, there must he an ear-
nest desire to know present duty, and then a steadfast and settled     
determination to do it as soon as it is known. The pressure of 
obligation rests upon the present moment; and, when present 
duty is ascertained, the delay of a single moment is sin.

 With these remarks, I submit a few practical directions 
for the profitable reading and study of the Holy Scriptures.

I. Read in a quiet place

Read the Bible in your closet or under circumstances which will 
secure you from interruption, either by the conversation of 
others, or the attraction of other objects. Do not attempt to fill 
up little broken intervals of time with the reading of God’s Word. 
Leave these seasons for lighter reading. Reading the Scriptures 
is conversing with God, who speaks to us when we read His holy 
Word. His all-seeing eye rests upon our hearts; and He knows 
whether we are engaged in solemn trifling. If we read His Word 
so carelessly as not to understand its meaning and drink in its 
spirit, we treat Him as we would disdain to be treated by an 
earthly friend. Let us, then, never approach the Word of God 
but with feelings of reverence and godly fear.
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 II. Prepare your heart and mind

Go to the Word of God with a preparation of heart. If we 
were going to visit some person of great importance, whose 
favor and esteem we wished to secure, we would take care to 
have everything about our persons adjusted in the most fitting                                   
manner. So let it be with our minds when we come to converse 
with God. Let us shut out all worldly thoughts and strive to                
secure a tranquil, holy, and tender frame, so that the truths we 
contemplate may make their proper impression upon our hearts.
 

III. Seek the aid of the Holy Spirit

Christ promised His disciples that, when the Holy Spirit would 
come, He would “guide you into all truth” ( John 16:13). With-
out His enlightening influences, we cannot understand the 
Word of God. And without His gracious influences, we 
shall not be disposed to obey it. But we have the most abundant                                     
encouragement to seek the aid of this divine Instructor. Christ 
assures us that God is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him, than earthly parents are to give good gifts to 
their children (Mat 7:11). Before opening God’s Word, there-
fore, we should pray that He would show us the truth, the rule 
of our duty, and incline our hearts to obey it; and, as we proceed, 

keep our hearts silently lifted up to God for the same object.
 

IV. Read with self-application

Whenever you have discovered any truth, ask what bearing it 
has upon present duty. If it relates to spiritual affections, com-
pare with it the state of your own heart. If it relates to the spirit 
and temper of Christians, in their fellowship with one another, 
or with the world, compare it with your own conduct. If it re-
lates to some positive duty, inquire whether you have done it. 
And, wherever you find yourself deficient, endeavor to exercise                   
repentance, and seek for pardon through the blood of Christ 
with grace to enable you to correct what is wrong.

V. Read the Scriptures regularly

A daily supply of refreshment is no less necessary for the soul 
than for the body. The Word of God is the bread of eternal life, 

“the food of the soul.” Take, then, your regular supplies that 
your soul may not famish. Choose for this purpose those sea-
sons when you are least liable to interruption—when you can 
retire and shut out the world, when you can best command 
the energies of your mind. There is no time more fit and suit-
able for this than the morning. Then the mind is clear, vigorous,                          
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unencumbered, and prepared to receive impressions. There is 
also a propriety in consulting God’s Word at the close of the day. 
But this depends much on the state of the body. If you become 
exhausted and dull after the labors of the day, I would rather 
recommend taking the whole time in the morning. But by no 
means confine yourself to these stated seasons. Whenever the 
nature of your pursuits will admit of your seclusion for a suf-
ficient length of time to fix your mind upon the truth, you may 
freely drink from this never-failing fountain the water of life.
 

VI. Study the Scriptures systematically

If you read at random, here a little and there a little, your views of 
divine truth will be partial and limited. This method may indeed 
be pursued in regard to reading strictly devotionally, but only 
when other time is taken for obtaining a connected view and a 
critical understanding of the whole Bible. The Holy Scriptures 
are like a dish of savory meats. There is almost every variety of 
style and matter. There is history, biography, argumentative and 
didactic essays, and poetry. Although these various kinds of writ-
ing are contained in a great number of books, written by  various 
authors, at different times, without collusion; yet a remarkable 
unity of design pervades the whole, and perfect harmony of                                                                                                     
sentiment prevails throughout. Everything, from the very                                   

beginning, points to the glorious plan of redemption revealed 
in the Gospel. Although we may, at first view, feel the lack of a 
regular system of divinity, yet a careful attention to the subject 
will discover Divine Wisdom in the present arrangement. We 
have here the principles of his government exhibited in living 
examples, which give us a clearer view and more vivid impres-
sion of them than we could obtain from the study of an abstract 
system. In the systematic and thorough study of the Bible, the 
following hints may be of use:

1. Grand design

Keep before your mind the grand design of the Scriptures, which 
is to convince mankind of their lost and ruined condition, make 
known the way of salvation, and persuade them to embrace it.

2. Aim to understand the meaning of the writer

Make it your constant aim to ascertain what is the plain and              
obvious meaning of the writer, for this is the mind of the Spirit. 
To aid you in this, observe the following particulars:

 (1.) Endeavor to become acquainted with the peculiar-
ity of each writer’s style. Although the Scriptures were dictated 
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argumentative work, or the particular instructions of God’s 
providence, if it be historical.

“But in reading commentaries, always bear in mind that 
they are the productions of fallible men, whose opinions 

are not to be taken for Scripture.”

 (4.) Where the language is difficult to be understood, 
pay strict attention to the context, and you will generally find the 
author’s meaning explained. But, if not, consider whether the 
difficult phrase is a peculiarity of the writer’s style. If so, look out 
the place where he has used it in a different connection, and see 
what meaning is attached to it there. But if this does not satisfy 
you, examine the passages in other parts of the Scriptures which 
relate to the same subject, and compare them with the one under 
consideration. This will generally clear up the darkest passages. 
But if you still feel in doubt, you may find assistance from con-
sulting commentators who have made themselves acquainted 
with the particulars I have mentioned; which, with a knowledge 
of the language in which the book was originally written, may 
have enabled them to remove the difficulty. But in reading com-
mentaries, always bear in mind that they are the productions of 
fallible men, whose opinions are not to be taken for Scripture. 
You may, however, avail yourself of their knowledge, without 

by the Holy Spirit, yet it was so done that each writer employed 
a style and manner peculiar to himself. This does not invalidate 
the evidence of their divine origin, but rather shows the wisdom 
of the Spirit. If the whole Bible had been written in a uniform 
style, it would have given opponents a strong argument against 
its authenticity. The lack of that uniformity furnishes conclu-
sive evidence that it could not have been the work of a single                                      
impostor. Again, a continued sameness of style would make 
the reading of so large a book as the Bible tedious and unpleas-
ant, but the rich variety presented by the various authors of this 
blessed book helps our infirmities and makes the reading of it 
pleasing and delightful.

 (2.) Inquire into the character, situation, and office of 
the writer; the time, place, and occasion of his writing; and the 
people for whose immediate use he intended his work. This will 
enable you to understand his allusions to particular circum-
stances and customs, and to see the practical application of the 
principles he advances.

 (3.) Consider the principal scope or aim of the book, 
or what was the author’s object, design, or intention in writing 
it. Notice also the general plan or method, which he has pur-
sued. This will enable you to discover his leading ideas, if it be an                                                                                                                                               



35 36

submitting your mind implicitly to their judgment. This you 
will be compelled to do because on many points, they differ in  
opinion.

3. Do not hurry

Do not task yourself with a certain quantity of reading at the reg-
ular seasons devoted to the study of the Bible. This may lead you 
to hurry over it, without ascertaining its meaning or drinking 
into its spirit. You had better study one verse thoroughly, than 
to read half a dozen chapters carelessly. The nourishment re-
ceived from food depends less on the quantity, than on its being                                                                                                                             
perfectly digested. So with the mind: one clear idea is better than 
a dozen confused ones. And the mind, as well as the stomach, 
may be overloaded with undigested food. Ponder upon every 
portion you read, until you get a full and clear view of the truth 
that it teaches. Fix your mind and heart upon it, as the bee lights 
upon the flower, and do not leave it until you have extracted the 
honey it contains.

4. Read in course

By studying the whole Bible in connection, you will obtain a 
more enlarged view of its contents and perceive more distinctly 

its unity of purpose. But I would not have you confine yourself 
entirely to the regular reading of the whole Bible in course. Some 
portions of the historical parts do not require so much study as 
that which is more argumentative and doctrinal; and some parts 
of the Word of God are more devotional than others are, and 
therefore better fitted for daily practical use.

 A very good plan is to read the Old and New Testaments 
in course, a portion in each every day. If you begin at Genesis, 
Job, and Matthew, and read a chapter every day, at each place, 
omitting the first and reading three Psalms on the Sabbath, you 
will read the whole Bible in a year, while on every day you will 
have a suitable variety. Besides this, the more devotional and 
practical books should be read frequently. The Psalms furnish 
a great variety of Christian experience, and may be resorted to 
with profit and comfort in all circumstances. This is the only 
book in the Bible, which does not require to be read in course. 
The Psalms are detached from each other, having no necessary 
connection.

 The other books were, for the most part, originally writ-
ten like a sermon or a letter. They have, for convenience, since 
been divided into chapters and verses. If you read a single                                             
chapter by itself, you lose the connection; as, if you should take 
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up a sermon and read a page or two, you would not get a full 
view of the author’s subject. I would therefore recommend that, 
in addition to your daily reading in the Old and New Testaments, 
you always have in a course of thorough and critical study some 
one of the most difficult and fruitful of these books. But, if you 
attend the Sabbath school, either as teacher or pupil, the lessons 
there studied will be sufficient for this purpose.

 Before beginning the study of a book, you ought to take 
an opportunity to read the whole of it rapidly at one sitting, in 
order to learn the author’s scope and design. You will find this 
a profitable practice whenever you have time for it. You will be 
especially interested to review, in this way, the books you have 
studied. The more thoroughly they have been studied, the more 
deeply will you be interested in the review. You will find great 
advantage from the use of a reference Bible and concordance. 
By looking out the parallel passages, as you proceed, you will 
see how one part of the Scriptures explains another and how                 
beautifully they all harmonize.

“Note every promise and every prediction. 
Observe God’s faithfulness in keeping His

 promises and fulfilling His prophecies.”

5. Inquire on certain subjects

In reading the Scriptures, there are some subjects of inquiry, 
which you should carry along with you constantly.

 (1.) What do I find here which points to Christ? Unless 
you keep this before your mind, you will lose half the interest 
of many parts of the Old Testament, and much of it will appear 
to be almost without meaning. It is full of types and prophecies 
relating to Christ, which by themselves appear dry, but when 
understood are most beautiful and full of instruction.

 (2.) The Bible contains a history of the church. Endeavor 
then to learn the state of the church at the time of which you 
are reading. From the commencement, you will see a gradual 
development of God’s designs of mercy, and a continually                 
increasing light. Take notice of what period of the church you are 
reading, and from this you may judge of the degree of obligation 
of its members—for this has been increasing with the increase 
of light, from the fall to the present day, and it will continue to 
increase to the end of time. Note also the various declensions 
and revivals of religion, which have occurred in every period 
of the church, and endeavor to learn their causes and conse-
quences. By this, you will become familiar with God’s method of                                                                                                                                    
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dealing with his  people; from which you may draw practical 
lessons of caution and encouragement for yourself.

 (3.) Inquire what doctrinal truth is taught, illustrated, 
or enforced in the passage you are reading and what principle is 
recognized. Great and important principles of the divine gov-
ernment and of practical duty are often implied in a passage of 
history, which relates to a comparatively unimportant event. Let 
it be your business to draw out these principles and apply them 
to practice. Thus, you will be daily increasing your knowledge of 
the great system of divine truth.

 (4.) Note every promise and every prediction. Observe 
God’s faithfulness in keeping His promises and fulfilling His 
prophecies. This will tend to strengthen your faith. You will find 
i profitable, as you proceed, to take notes of these several matters 
particularly. At the close of every book, review your notes and 
sum them up under different heads.

6. Study Jesus

Read the Gospels with great care for the purpose of studying 
the character of the blessed Jesus. Dwell upon every action of 
His life and inquire after His motives. By this course, you will 

be surprised to find the Godhead shining through the manhood 
in little incidents, which you have often read without interest. 
Look upon Him at all times in His true character, as Mediator 
between God and man. Observe His several offices of Prophet, 
Priest, and King. See in which of these characters He is acting at 
different times, and inquire what bearing the particular action 
you are considering has upon His mediatorial character. Observe 
also the particular traits of character which appear conspicuous 
in particular actions—such as power, energy, manly hardihood, 
dignity, condescension, humility, love, meekness, pity, compas-
sion, tenderness, forgiveness, etc. Take notes, and when you 
have finished the course, draw from them, in writing a minute 
and particular description of His character. This will be of great 
service to you as a pattern. You will also, by this means see a 
peculiar beauty and fitness in Christ for the office He has under-
taken, which you would not otherwise have discovered. But do 
not stop with going through this course once. Repeat it as often 
as you can consistently with your plan of a systematic study of 
the Holy Scriptures. You will always find something new, and 
upon every fresh discovery you can revise your old notes.

“In the biographies of the Bible, study the 
motives and conduct of the characters described.”
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their actions are bad, look back and inquire into the cause of 
their backslidings. If you discover it, you will find a way-mark to           
caution you against falling into the same pit.

“When you read of particular mercies or 
judgments, look back for the cause.”

8. Poetry and instruction

The poetical and didactic parts of the Scriptures are scattered 
throughout the whole Bible. These abound with highly wrought 
figures. This is probably owing partly to the insufficiency of or-
dinary language to express the lofty and sublime ideas presented 
to the minds of the writers by the Spirit of truth, and partly to 
the method of communicating ideas which always prevails in the 
infancy of language. Endeavor to understand the figures used. 
They are often taken from prevailing habits and customs, and 
from circumstances peculiar to the countries where the Scrip-
tures were written. These habits and circumstances you must 
understand, or you will not see the force of the allusions. Others 
are taken from circumstances peculiar to particular occupations 
in life. These must also be thoroughly studied, in order to be un-
derstood. But where the figures are drawn from things perfectly 
familiar, you will not perceive their surprising beauty and exact 

7. History and biography

In reading the historical and biographical parts of Scripture,            
observe the following.

 (1.) The histories contained in the Bible are the histo-
ries of God’s providence. Notice His hand in every event, 
and inquire what principle or law of His moral government is                                             
exemplified, carefully observing its application to nations, com-
munities, and individuals.

 (2.) When you read of particular mercies or judgments, 
look back for the cause. In this way, you may discover the                        
principles on which God administers His most holy, wise, and 
just government.

 (3.) In the biographies of the Bible, study the motives 
and conduct of the characters described. If they are unconverted 
men, you will learn the workings of human depravity, and dis-
cover what influence a correct religious public sentiment has in                                                                                                                                
restraining that depravity. If they are good men, you will see 
in their good actions living illustrations of the great doctrines 
of the Bible. Endeavor to learn by what means they made such             
attainments in holiness, and strive to imitate them. If any of 
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fitness to express the idea of the sacred penman, until you have 
carefully studied them and noted the minutest circumstances. 
Beware, however, that you do not carry out these figures so far 
as to lead you into fanciful and visionary interpretations.

9. The prophets

The books of the prophets consist of reproofs, exhortations, 
warnings, threatenings, predictions, and promises. By carefully 
studying the circumstances and characters of those for whom 
they were written, you will find the principles and laws of God’s 
government set forth, in their application to nations, communi-
ties, and individuals. From these you may draw practical rules 
of duty, and also learn how to view the hand of God in His                       
providence in different ages of the world. The predictions                                                                                                                             
contained in these books are the most difficult to be understood 
of any part of the Bible. In reading them you will notice,

 (1.) Those predictions whose fulfillment is recorded in 
the Bible, and diligently examine the record of their fulfillment. 
You will see how careful God is to fulfill every jot and tittle of His 
Word.
 (2.) There are other prophecies, the fulfillment of 
which is recorded in profane history; and others still which 

are yet unfulfilled. To understand these, it will be necessary 
to read ancient and modern history, in connection with the                
explanation of the prophecies, by those writers who have made 
them their study. Attention to this, so far as your circumstances 
will admit, will be useful in enlarging your views of the king-
dom of Christ. But beware of becoming so deeply absorbed 
in these matters as to neglect those of a more practical nature; 
and especially be cautious of advancing far into the regions of                                                         
speculation as to what is yet future.

10. A whole book

You will find it an interesting and profitable employment,                            
occasionally to read a given book through, for the purpose 
of seeing what light it throws upon some particular point of 
Christian doctrine, duty, practice, or character. For example, go 
through with Acts with your eye upon the doctrine of Christ’s 
divinity. Then go through with it a second time, to see what light 
it throws on the subject of Revivals of Religion. Pursue the same 
course with other books and in respect to other subjects. In this 
way, you will sometimes be surprised to find how much you 
have overlooked in your previous reading.

 The foregoing suggestions may appear formidable                 
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because of the time and study requisite to carry them into                    
execution. But it is to be remembered that the young Chris-
tian has his lifetime before him, and that his great business is to                                                                                                           
obtain a knowledge of divine things. The plan is not sketched 
with the expectation that everything here recommended will be 
accomplished in a single year, but with the view of laying out 
business for life. 
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John 5:39-43
“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye 
might have life. I receive not honour from men. But I know you, that 
ye have not the love of God in you. I am come in my Father’s name, 
and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive.”

Jeremiah 2:8
“The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the 
law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the 
prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not 
profit.”

Search the Scriptures
Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy

 Today’s passage is an extended discussion of the last of 
the four witnesses of His deity which Christ cited, namely the 
Scripture. The term “Scriptures” in verse 39 is a reference to 
the whole of the Old Testament. Jesus commanded the Jews 
to “search the Scriptures.” The word “search” is an imperative 
or command. It literally means “diligently study.” Jesus was                         
commanding them to diligently study the Scriptures. The Jews 
were known to be diligent students of the Scriptures. They                 
appeared to have much respect for it. Yet there was something 
wrong with their study of the Scriptures. Their obvious fault was 
that they did not recognise the Lord Jesus about whom the 
Scripture testifies.

 Believe in Christ of the Scriptures to have its blessings: 
Verse 39 tells us that the Jews thought that through the Scrip-
tures they would receive eternal life. But memorising the Bible 
verses or learning certain principles and facts of the Bible do 
not guarantee eternal life, especially when the learner altogether              
ignores the Christ of the Bible. Knowledge of the Bible that 
does not lead one to a submissive faith in Christ will not grant                 
eternal life. Without believing in the Lord Jesus Christ no one 
can be saved. So let us be warned that it is possible to know a lot 
about the Bible and its teachings, and yet not be saved. Only by                         
accepting in faith the Lord Jesus, about whom the Bible testifies, 
can one have eternal life.
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 Interestingly, the Jews were going to Jesus Christ very           
often. Most of them sought Him in order that their physical 
needs might be met. However, they did not accept His claim that 
He is the Son of God sent by the Father. They were unwilling to 
submit their hearts to His divine authority. That’s why Jesus said, 

“ye will not come to me that ye might have life” (v.40). The truth 
behind their rejection of His deity is that they did not possess 
the love of God (v.42). If they had loved God they would have 
listened to what He had said about Christ in the Scriptures.

THOUGHT
If you read the Bible but reject the Authority of Christ, you gain 
nothing.

PRAYER
Grant me grace to learn the Scripture with an obedient spirit.
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1 Peter 2:1-2 
“Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and 
envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:”
  
James 1:21 
“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, 
and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save 
your souls.”

 In 1:22-25 Peter presented the importance of God’s 
Word in the regeneration of people. In this second chapter of 
his epistle his thought progresses to the growth of believers by     
feeding on God’s Word (2:2). 

The Pre-Requisites for
Growth in the Word
Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy

   The apostle firstly tells us how believers must prepare 
themselves to grow through the in-take of God’s Word.                                                                                                                                         
Abstinence from sin is a pre-requisite for our growth in the Word. 
So in verse 1, Peter exhorts us to “lay aside” sins. They should 
not be allowed in our lives, if we were to grow in the Word. 
  
 Five categories of sins that hinder one’s growth in the 
Word are mentioned. Interestingly, all the five groups of sins 
mentioned here refer to the way we relate with others. They are 
our sins, which offend others. This warning against such sins ties 
in with Peter’s emphasis on truth and brotherly love in chapter 1 
verse 22. However, it does not mean other kinds of sin do not af-
fect spiritual growth. It is just that offences against fellow breth-
ren must be dealt with for they will hinder our spiritual growth.

 Let us understand the nature of these sins that hinders 
our growth. First, “All malice.” The word ‘malice’ denotes ‘a 
spirit of ill will with a desire to get even.’ A child of God should 
not entertain thoughts of retaliation. Second, “All guile.” The                
original word for ‘guile’ has the idea of ‘deceit’. Christians should 
never knowingly engage in any deceitful business or practices. 
Third, “Hypocrisies.” It is pretence. Our natural tendency is 
to paint a perfect picture of ourselves and the worst possible                    
picture of the one whom we got into trouble with. Let us not 
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‘cover up’, but confess what we are before the Lord. Fourth,            
“Envies.” It is an unwarranted desire for something that belongs 
to someone else. This unconsciously creates a feeling of resent-
ment against the owner. Envy and jealousy are like two sides 
of a leaf. Believers must rejoice in one another’s progress. Fifth, 

“Evil Speakings.” Christians must take great care to guard their 
mouth from uttering words with evil motive and purpose. Evil 
communications can greatly curtail Christian growth. These five 
sets of sins are not only marks of spiritual immaturity but also 
hindrances to one’s spiritual growth. Abstinence from these sins 
will draw us one to another and to God.

 The next pre-requisite for spiritual growth is a strong de-
sire for the sincere milk of God’s Word. Christians’ desire for the 
Word must be like the new-born babies’ intense craving for milk. 
Only with that kind of desire for the Word can Christians grow. 
Souls that don’t crave for sin will crave for the Word.

THOUGHT
“Sin kisses, but kills.” “The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin 
will keep you from the Bible.”

PRAYER
Lord, let Thy Word increase, and sin vanish from my heart.
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1 Peter 2:2-3
“As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”

Acts 20:32
“And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified.”

 The strong desire for God’s Word must be met with the 
provision of ‘sincere milk of the Word.’ The word ‘sincere’ has 
the meaning ‘unadulterated’ or ‘pure.’ Believers must feed on the 
pure teaching of God’s Word to grow well.

The Process of
Growing in the Word
Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy

 We must be concerned with the kind of materials 
that our young believers read, especially with the plethora 
of so-called Christian books, tapes and videos available so                        
easily everywhere. New Christians must be helped with sound                                                                                                                              
teaching of the Word that they may know God’s will correctly 
and adequately.

 If you lack regular intake of the ‘sincere milk’ of God’s 
Word, you will have great problems with your spiritual growth. 
Do you have your regular intake of good spiritual food?

 You must daily read the Bible and meditate upon it to 
attain good spiritual growth. Psalm 1:2-3 says, “But his delight is 
in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”

 You must not forsake the assembly of the saints, where 
the Bible is expounded faithfully. Attend a biblical church 
and listen attentively to the Sunday sermons. Participate in its               
Sunday School and other Bible Study. Attending public lectures 
offered by sound Bible Colleges or Seminaries will enable you to 
grow further in the Word. Reading good Christian periodicals is 
also a good means of receiving the sincere milk of the Word.
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 Peter’s exhortation to spiritual growth ends with a 
brief discussion of what motivates a person to grow spiritually. 
He puts it as “If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious” 
(v.3).

 Those who have had the initial taste of God’s grace and 
goodness through the gospel of salvation can grow into greater 
knowledge of His grace. Peter’s emphasis is that growth will nev-
er occur without first having the experience of God’s grace. The 
grace of God in Christians’ hearts is a motivation to lay aside 
sins and to desire the pure teaching of God’s Word. Those who 
have no desire to put aside their sins and to learn God’s Word are 
those who had not tasted the Lord’s grace of salvation.

THOUGHT
“He that doth not hear the Word of God to his renovation, shall 
hear it to is condemnation.” - C.H. Spurgeon

PRAYER
Thy Word, Lord, do I esteem more than my necessary food 
( Job 23:12).

Sharings
 by YAFers
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I thank God for inspiring and                                          
preserving His word for me. God’s 
word never fails to speak to me in 
all situations. In times of trials and 
depression, God’s word is a source 
of comfort. In times of uncertain-
ty and lost, God’s word provides                                  
assurance and direction. In times 
when I am spiritually dry and                                                 
lethargic, God’s word rebukes me 
and draws me back to Himself. 

Reading God’s word is like God 
communicating with me. Without 
God’s word, we will be so vulner-
able to the distractions and trou-

bles of this world. I pray that all 
of us will not take God’s word for 
granted even though it is so readily 
accessible to us in Singapore. May 
the Lord grant us His grace that we 
will continue to protect and defend 
His word against the attacks of the 
devil even in these last days.

“The words of the LORD are pure 
words: as silver tried in a furnace 

of earth, purified seven times. Thou 
shalt keep them, O LORD, thou 

shalt preserve them from 
this generation for ever.” 

Psalm 12:6-7

JOANNA

Our relationship with God is 
personal and we have to make an 
effort to love God. To do so, we 
must  set aside a specific amount 
of time to study the word of God 
every day.
 

Personally, I will usually begin my 
day by reading from the “Read 
Pray Grow (RPG)” bible read-
ing guide as well as the bible after 
I get up from bed.  Lately,  it has 
been a struggle for me to wake up 
early and study at home during my 
working days and so  I will usually 
study God’s word at my workplace.

While studying the word of God, 
I would usually ponder how I can 
personally apply them to my life. As 
I travel to and fro from my work-
place, I will also listen to  the  ser-
mons and hymns from my mp3 
player.
 

Time devoted to the word of God 
is time devoted to God. As we study 
the word of God, let us strive to be 
diligent and be persistent to seek 
the Lord.

CHAO WEI
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God's Word and me

It is a privilege that God not only 
saved us but also gave out His                     
inspired and perfect Word to guide 
in our journey to our eternal home. 
In appreciation to this gift, I take 
a challenge to complete reading 
the whole Bible in a year. Each day 
I begin with prayer followed by 
reading of two or three chapters. 
Though these chapters are long for 
an in-depth study yet central chap-
ter theme or outstanding sections 
offer good meditation and princi-
ples for application into daily life. 
I mark them together with difficult 
passages which give me challenges 
to seek the correct understanding 
later. Similarly, in the evening I read 
a chapter before night rest. This is 
also accompanied by marking and 
attempt to meditate and apply to 
life experiences. 

CHARLES SANG

However, it is not without its 
challenges. Sometimes, it may be 
hard to go through the process                
especially if the chapters are long. 
Besides, the danger of liturgy can 
easily creep in especially in pas-
sages as genealogies. Finally, more 
than often traveling to a new en-
vironment or exhaustion cause an               
interruption to the daily program. 

It is therefore my prayer and 
desire that the Lord may strength-
en me to read, understand and                    
apply His Word into my life. 
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Reading my Bible

Rev Quek once said that we are 
not to study our Bible like how 
we study our secular subjects by                                   
intense reading and memorising.

We are to study our Bible by 
intense reading, memorising, med-
itating and applying it to our lives.

While I do not profess that’s how 
I study the Bible all the time, I do 
try to go through the Bible with 
some degree of intensity and inter-
nalization, praying that the Holy 
Spirit will illumine my mind and 
heart.

FRANCO

A quick guide would be as such:

1. Overview- Get to know more 
about the background of the book 
and passage first

2. Preview- Read the introduction 
of the verses to know the context of 
the passage

3. Inview- Read the relevant text 
slowly and reread it to understand 
it, and highlight the verses that God 
speaks to you

4. Review- This is the most diffi-
cult part, going back to the passage 
or verses again 1 day later, 1 week 
later and so on. With this last step, 
we will allow the Word of God to 
continue to be in our minds, help-
ing us to know the verses better and 
allowing God to use His Word to 
guide us.

May God have mercy on all of us, 
that we can get the most out of His 
Word, which He has so graciously 
revealed to us, His children, that we 
may know how to please Him.
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I came from a church which empha-
sized loads on Christian living, but 
barely on doctrines, as the leaders 
believe that doctrines divide. Hence, 
though I was an active Christian for 2 
years and attended foundation classes 
organized by the church and know 
many verses in the Bible, I was lost                                                                                                                    
when Franco tried to discuss with 
me about Calvinism, predestination, 
biblical separation, etc, when we were 
courting. He encouraged me strongly 
to attend Sunset Gospel Hour (the 
present Sunset Gospel Fellowship) 
and Far Eastern Bible College to study 
the Bible. God has been gracious. 
Through the various means, such as 
the various Bible studies that we have 
and are attending, the writings, the 
sermons that we have heard and the 
lectures in FEBC, we have grown a bit 
more familiar with the Bible. Here, I 
would like to share my experience at 
FEBC, on how it has helped me much 
in the studying of God’s word:

SARA It has been more than 10 years 
since I first stepped into the com-
pound of FEBC and we have not 
stopped since, attending at least 
one of the night classes each semes-
ter. Every class has been very benefi-
cial, as the lecturer has the benefit 
of 2 hours each time, to go deep 
into God’s word and share with us 
precious lessons from the Book of 
Life. Through God’s servants like 
Rev Timothy Tow, Rev Khoo, Rev 
Quek and Rev Koshy, i grew to 
love the books in the OT and NT. 
There are gems in all the books. 
One of the more recent classes 
that we have attended, left a very 
deep imprint in me - the book of 
Ecclesiastes, taught by Rev Koshy. 
Vanities of vanities. All are indeed 
vanities under the sun. Only in God 
alone can we find satisfaction and                 
meaning in life. 

We attended the classes to furth-
er understand the Bible and along 
with it, to grow in Christ. But as Rev 
Quek mentioned oftentimes, when 
more is given, more is expected. I 
sometimes wondered if I should 
stop going, so that I won’t be guilty 
of not doing what I should, since I 
don’t know. But I have no excuse. 
We are supposed to keep growing 
in Christ and God will not excuse 
us for the sin of omission. And the 
only way to grow in Christ, is to 
know His Word - both written and 
living. The struggles are aplenty. 
Discipline is a big issue.To keep to 
the assignments and to do regular 
studies (especially for the weekly 
quizzes by Rev Quek) are very 
tough acts as we also have other 
commitments and interest. And 
to commit to a night of study (or 
two) means that we have less time 
for other things (legitimate or not). 
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Spiritual lethargy is also another 
struggle. There are days when I just 
don’t feel like taking the classes, es-
pecially now with 4 kids to handle, 
Franco is very clear that we should 
go as a family and I am given no 
option, except which class to take. 
I am very thankful to God for that, 
for franco knows that I need much 
spiritual nourishment, especially 
during those times. Though I may 
not be able to listen to the lectures 
on site, by being there and see-
ing how everyone is drinking in 
the lessons, I do feel inspired to 
want to hear what they have tasted. 
And franco would make sure that I 

would have the recordings to listen 
to. I am truly thankful for this kind 
gesture. I remembered many times, 
especially nearing exam times or 
assignments hand up time, Franco 
would be there encouraging me on 
and not allowing me to call it quits. 
:) God knows I need such ‘persua-
sions’. 

I have often thank God that in 
Singapore, we are so privilege to be 
able to learn much from the many 
learned teachers of the Bible. Our 
desire is that our children will too, 
learn to see that studying the Bible 
is vital and non-negotiable. 

“Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 

the word of truth.”

II Timothy 2:15
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Striving to Faithfully Keep
the Habit of Reading the
Bible Daily

Keeping faithful the habit in                   
reading Bible daily is not easy to 
some Christians. I often hear from 
some friends of mine how they give 
up haft-way in doing this vital act in 
Christian life. Some are busy with 
their secular work. Some are sleepy 
when they approach to Numbers, 
or Kings. Are you so? So do I. 

I remember when I was working 
in my secular job, although my 
work was so busy but I always kept 
the habit of reading Bible daily.              
Began with 3 chapters in Old Testa-
ment (started from Genesis) in the 
morning and ended of a day with 
3 chapters in the New Testament 
(started from Matthew) at mid-
night. I kept that habit for several 
years. With 6 chapters per day I 
could have completed once in few 

VAN HIEU months. What blessed and ben-
eficial I had when I performed this 
habit! First of all, I was fed by the 
spiritual daily bread. Secondly, 
it helped me whenever my pastor 
preached I was able to know the 
characters and where the passage 
is found. I was also enlightened, 
by the help of the Holy Spirit, 
when my pastor preached in some                            
passages which I had read but had 
not understood it. I found it so 
blessing to me and I appreciate this 
habit. Indeed, it is not in vain.

Yes, keeping reading Bible daily 
with 6 chapters per day is not 
an easy act for me now. I am not 
finding an excuse for it but I have 
to confess that there are many                                           
assignments which I am required 
to submit on time thus sometimes 
I have stolen the time of my habit. 
Though I know that I have daily 
devotion in FEBC during Prayer-
Group time and in Chapel-Hour 

time but it is not enough for me. 
My spirit is striving for keeping this 
habit. I cannot give up it easily. 

May the Lord help me to contin-
ue to keep this good habit! May 
the Lord also help you in reading 
His Holy Word daily! Though we                  
acknowledge that our time is 
limited for work, for study, for                            
family, but let us strive for keeping 
it as a habit in our life. Let us also 
strive for giving up our laziness and                                                                                 
sleepiness whenever we approach 
God’s Word. Pray for the divine              
illumination of the Holy Spirit you 
may surely love His precious Word, 
and, surely, your sleepiness will go 
away. 

“He [the Lord GOD] wakeneth 
morning by morning, he wakeneth 

mine ear to hear as the learned” 
(Isa 50:4).
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The study of God’s Word has been 
an integral part of my life ever since 
I came to know the Lord more per-
sonally at my very first YF Camp in 
the year 2000. Prior to that, I never 
touched my Bible, apart from bring-
ing it to church on Sundays. After the 
camp, God gave me a strong desire to 
know Him more and be closer to Him 
and thus I spent time reading books 
and meditating on His Word. I bought 
commentaries and Christian literature 
and studied God’s Word on my own. I 
thank God for YF meetings whereby I 
could listen to the preaching of God’s 
Word weekly. They have played a very 
crucial role in my understanding of 
and grounding in God’s Word. 

In the recent years, I have had the
privilege of studying God’s Word full 
time at FEBC, and it has been a most 
wonderful and blessed experience. 
Almost everyday, I got to receive the 
faithful teaching of God’s Word. The 
Bible is so beautiful and it is so pow-

XIAO WEI erful. I believe much of my growth 
in the Christian faith is attributed to 
the power of the Holy Spirit work-
ing through His Word to transform 
me into the  image of Christ. Apart 
from the Word of God, I would have 
no proper guidance in life, and I am 
sure my life would be in shambles 
right now. 

I also thank God that the nature 
of my full-time work right now is such 
that I get to study the Bible everyday. I 
wake up not dreading having to work, 
but looking forward to another day of 
studying God’s Word. At times, it is 
very difficult to understand certain 
passages of the Bible, and I have to 
research and read a lot of materials, 
in order to understand the passage at 
a deeper level, and I end up becoming 
a bit “xian”. May God forgive me for 
that. But I thank God that each time 
I find the answer, it is so rewarding. 
Digging into His word takes effort, 
but the blessedness that one receives 

after finding that rare treasure by the 
illumination of the Spirit is so good. I 
also struggle with always consciously 
remembering that it is the Holy 
Spirit who helps us to understand 
His Word, and that without Him, we                                 
cannot understand Scripture rightly. 
So I pray that God will help me to                           
always remember to pray constantly 
for the Holy Spirit’s help in studying 
His Word.

Lastly, I pray that God will help me 
to always study the Bible devotionally.



73 74

Personal Sharing on the 
Study of God’s Word

“The law of the LORD is perfect,           
converting the soul: the testimony of 
the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple. The statutes of the LORD 
are right, rejoicing the heart: the                                                            
commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the 
LORD is clean, enduring for ever: 
the judgments of the LORD are true 
and righteous altogether. More to be 
desired are they than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold: sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb. Moreover 
by them is thy servant warned: and in 

KAREN
keeping of them there is great reward.” 
(Ps 19:7-11)

The blessings which I have received 
from the study of God’s Word 
cannot be adequately expressed 
through words; I can only echo 
the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 
19:7-11 in praise of the excellency 
of God’s Word.  Thank God that 
as His child, He has given me the                                                                                         
ability, by the indwelling pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit within me, 
to understand and to appreciate 
His divinely inspired Word, the 
very Word of life that are able to 
change life. Thank God also that 

He has given me the privilege and 
opportunity to be instructed in 
His Word under godly teachers 
through FEBC classes, Bible study 
groups as well as through sermons 
preached during the past five years 
of my Christian life. All these have 
helped greatly in my personal study 
of God’s Word as I spent time to 
review and meditate on lessons 
taught. I also have a personal Bible 
study plan of my own, whereby I 
would spend my Quiet Time either 
in the morning or night on a study 
of a book of the Bible, using a good 
Bible study guide to help me.  The 
other morning or night would be 
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spent meditating on a particular 
text of the Bible, whereby I would 
try to study the passage in its                                                                        
context and learn as much as I 
can with the help of Bible study 
resources like Bible dictionary, 
encyclopedia and books on man-
ners and customs of the Bible, after 
which I would try to come up with 
a sermon outline (consisting of the 
proposition of the text, and its ac-
companying main and sub-points), 
applying what I have learnt under 
my homiletic teacher Rev (Dr) 
Quek. The reason for this choice of 
Bible study in the other part of the 
day is so that I may learn to handle 
God’s Word by myself, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit, and at the same 
time also, that I may improve in my 
handling of God’s Word. When I 
have the time, I would write out a 
full sermon and apply it to myself. 
It is like “preaching” to myself as I 
study the select portion of Scrip-
ture, and I am always very blessed 

by what the Word of God has to 
teach me. I find that when I spend 
one part of the day studying the 
Bible this way, it helps me to really 
sit before God and His Word with 
a still and quiet heart to receive the 
things He would want to teach me 
through His Word, and does so de-
pending a lot on the Holy Spirit to 
reveal to me the things to learn. I 
find myself more actively interact-
ing with the Word of God, which 
serves as a good supplement to 
the more passive feeding received                                                                     
during the other part of the day 
when I spent my QT studying the 
Bible using a Bible study guide.

There are many struggles I faced 
in my personal study of God’s 
Word during my Quiet Time. One 
of which is the quality of study, 
which oftentimes get compro-
mised with the lack of time. This is 
a real struggle I faced when I am in 
FEBC, when I needed to finish by 

my personal Quiet Time before a 
certain time in order I may do my 
duties or prepare for lessons by a 
certain time in the morning. It is a 
struggle, because I need to spend a 
long time to study and understand 
God’s Word, but at the same time, 
I need to also fulfill other respon-
sibilities expected of me. Another 
area in which I struggled in is the 
pace in which I proceed in my 
study of God’s Word. In order to 
have a quality study of God’s Word, 
sometimes I find myself going at a 
very slow pace. Many times think-

ing about the things I needed to 
learn and study about God’s Word 
and the pace in which I am pro-
ceeding, I feel very overwhelmed 
and discouraged. God’s Word is so 
deep, and so rich, and so much I 
can learn. Nevertheless, I pray that 
I would not be distracted by my 
struggles and my weaknesses but to 
always ask the Lord to help me to 
be faithful in studying His Word in 
my own personal time, making use 
of every opportunities to do so, and 
to be a diligent student of His Word 
till my faith turns to sight. May the 
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Love for Thy Word

Love for Thy Word, O Lord, Love for Thy Word
Thine own dear breath, O Lord, Within Thy Word

Fill me with zeal to find In each and ev’ry line
Riches of Truth so fine: Gems from Thy Word!

Love for Thy Word, O Lord, Love for Thy Word
Life-giving streams afford From all Thy Word!

Let all thy glory shine Forth, from Thy Book Divine
Into this heart of mine Life from Thy Word!

Love for Thy Word, O Lord, Love for Thy Word
Make my soul cleave, O Lord, Unto Thy Word

Give to my heart this day, This blessedness, I pray
Both to hear and obey All of Thy Word!

(Lyrics: Anon.)

Lord help me love Him and love 
His Word more and more each day.
“How sweet are thy words unto my 
taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth!” Psalms 119:103

Praise God for the perfectly in-
spired and perfectly preserved 
Word of God in our hands today 
that we may know our Creator God 
in a very special way. Interview

with Edison Chee
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1) Could you share with us how the LORD saved you?

My eldest sister, Eunice, brought me to 
Life Church when I was at a very young 
age (around 5-6). She probably tried to 
share the gospel with me as well, but 
I think I was too “blur” to understand 
anything. It wasn’t until Primary 4 when 
I heard the gospel again from my tuition 
teacher that it meant something to me. 

One night at the Christian centre after 
my tuition, he passed me a tract which 
talked about punishment for sins and 
going to hell, which struck me with fear. 
I prayed the sinner’s prayer that night 
for forgiveness and told my mum I 
wanted to go to church. So I attended 
the Sunday School at the centre 
together with my friend. 

In just a few weeks my friend stopped 
going, and although I decided to keep on 
attending, I remember that I was kind of 
a loner there and stopped going eventually.

My sister, Eileen, started going to Jurong 
Calvary, and invited me for the YF Camp 
when I was in Secondary 1. That was 
when I was introduced to a lot more of 
God’s Word and I attended worship service 
and YF regularly from then on. However, 
my faith was still weak and I struggled 
a lot with sin. i recall very clearly that 
my spiritual life then was a roller coaster 
ride every week. I would desire to repent 
after going for Sunday worship, but the 
moment I went back home it was if my 
resolve melted straightaway, and lived and 
behaved like a non-Christian in school for 
the rest of the week. I grew really tired 
of this kind of life.The VPP thing came up, 
and the church was about to split and I 
thought that was a good time for me to 
“get out of it all” unnoticed, and I did.
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Fast forward to 2007/08, I remember 
the fateful day I was going back to 
camp to book-in when I saw a bible 
verse printed on a Christian school bus. 
My heart was gripped for that short 
moment, but I quickly brushed it off. 
On hindsight, that was definitely God’s 
providence and part of His plan in 
drawing me back unto Himself. 

Somehow the thought of going back 
to church kept popping up in my head 
occasionally from then on, but training 
was tough and I would rather rest 
on Sundays. When I was nearing my 
ORD, I started going to Truth for 
Sunday worship for one or two times, 
which led me to go to YF and so on. 
This was when I really started to live 
life as a Christian, thirsting for God’s 
Word and giving up sins in my life. 

2) Please share with us about your family and
what you are doing currently.

I have 3 siblings; 2 elder sisters and 1 
older brother - Eunice, Ernest and Eileen. 
Both my parents and my brother are 
unbelievers. My dad’s working at ESSO, 
climbing towers and stuff I think, and my 
mum’s a stay-home housewife. My eldest 
sister, 38, is married to a doctor and have 
two girls. My brother, 35, got married last 
year, and had a baby boy in November 
2011. Eileen is serving full-time at FEBC.

I’ve just finished my 3rd year in the 
School of Art, Design & Media (ADM) 
majoring in Visual Communication. Just 
a couple of weeks ago my 10-week 
internship was completed, by God’s 
grace and strength. Summer holidays just 
ended for me and I’ve started school in 
the 4th and final year of my programme.



83 84

Many people have asked me what do I 
“do” or what is “Visual Communication”. 
Confession: when I’m lazy I would just 
reply “Graphic Design”. However it’s a 
poor explanation of what it really is. 
If I could, I would just say that Visual 
Communication is communicating visually. 
It sounds silly, but if you really want 
to know what it is, start asking yourself 
questions. For example, look at the church 
camp 2012 poster; “Why red clouds and 
orange skies?”; “Why only one knight?”; 
“Why is he holding a banner and not a 
sword?”... Well, hope you get the gist 
of it.

3) Please share with us some of the blessings the
LORD bestowed upon you since you join YAF 
(for the past 6 months).

One blessing which I cherish the most is 
the sharing session during YAF meetings. It 
is a lot different from what I experienced 
in YF, and I learned a lot just by listening 
to the YAF men sharing about their lives.

4) In particular, could you share with us how
you have been blessed in the study of God’s 
Word (personal devotion, Bible study, etc.)?

I recently started on a plan to read 
the Bible cover to cover again. I finished 
the first 5 books of the OT during my 
internship and I have been very much 
comforted by God’s Word in many instances. 
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Sometimes I would be wondering what I 
would work as after I graduate from school 
next year, and the account of the children 
of Israel waiting upon God’s guidance in the 
form of the pillar of cloud/fire taught me 
to simply walk by faith. 

5) Do you have any favourite passage or verse
from the Bible? Please share.

My favorite verse is Colossians 3:2, “Set your 
affection on things above, not on things on 
the earth”. I chose this verse when I was 
in secondary school and struggling with sin, 
and used it as a constant reminder and 
direct command from God to go through 
each day. Another one which I learned in 
YF Camp 2011 from Pr Joshua Yong, is 
Matthew 1:23. Not the verse per se, but 
the name “Emmanuel”. The thought of God 
coming to be “with us” is a great source of 
encouragement and never fails to humble me.

6) How would you like to encourage fellow 
brethren in the study of God’s Word?

The book I’m reading now which the 
YAF gave me for my birthday, “Abiding 
in Christ” by Andrew Murray taught me 
an important lesson which can be 
applied to our study of God’s Word.

God is our Wisdom, our Righteousness and 
our Sanctification. While it is our human 
responsibility to read and keep God’s Word 
in our hearts, it is not so much our efforts
which will draw us close to Him. There 
were times when reading my Bible became 
a chore because it was something I had to 
do. What I learned was that by simply 
putting my faith and trust in Jesus to 
sanctify me and to increase my love for 
Him and His Word, the burden of just 
having to read my Bible rolled away.



87 88

Today, I have a better understanding of the 
verse “the just shall live by faith”.

7) Are there anything else you would 
like to share?

 

MEMBERS'
ARTICLES

I love to eat Sashimi!
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I have grown up in the Youth and Student Fellowship since I 
was 18. My spiritual growth was built up in this environment. 
Through many camps and retreats I knew my God much more 
and my desire to serve him begun at these times. Therefore I 
cherished this blessed time with all of you although time was 
limited during the FEBC mid-term break. Indeed, this retreat 
was a blessed time to me, first was because I could learn God’s 
holy Word, and second was to be a partaker of the blessed                      
fellowship with you all. Yes, thank God so much for your                                                                                                                                             
fellowship and encouragement, and how you shared your love 
with me, especially the blessed time in the men-dorm. Above 
all, I thank Him for His Word which I have heard and am still 
meditating upon.

YAF RETREAT 2012
Personal Reflection

by Van Hieu

 In the beginning when I got the form for registration for 
the retreat, I decided to sign up because I knew it would be a 
great blessed time to me. Though my friends could not join me 
in this retreat but I did not regret to be there with you. Thank 
God so much for making this good decision. Through the Word 
of God, I have found that I lacked many things to be zealous in 
doing His work. 

 I realised that doing God’s work requires a thank-
ful heart, not a “sacrificial heart”. One cannot say he sacrifices 
something which he does not own. Likewise, everything I have 
is from the Lord: time, physical needs, spiritual needs, and even 
my own soul. Christ sacrificed Himself for me, and “gave himself 
for us [me], that He might redeem us [me] from all iniquity, and                
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” 
(Tit 2:14). I don’t have anything to sacrifice for Him when I do 
His work, but rather with a thankful heart things get done by 
His sufficient grace. Thank God for saving me to serve Him.

 Doing God’s work is not with a jealous heart but it must 
be done with a zealous heart, and counting it as a great privilege 
to do the Lord’s work. However, sometimes I was jealous for 
the idleness of someone who does not want to join me in doing 
God’s work in the church (my church). And, sometimes I have 
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not been patient with them and started to complain. This think-
ing is wrong and needs to be corrected by God’s Word. 

 Yes, when we gather to do God’s work in the church, 
there will have many different ideas, and sometimes they are also 
very strange and unacceptable. So, how should we reject his/her 
ideas without offense? Thank God so much for reminding me 
through the messages, especially the principles for abounding in 
the Lord’s work. First, one must think the work that he does is of 
the Lord. Secondly, his work must be appointed by God. Thirdly, 
he must do it as unto the Lord. Fourthly, he must wait for God’s 
time. And lastly, co-laboring with one another in God’s work is a 
must! Indeed, when one practices these principles, surely there 
is no offense, but a great encouragement for others to join and 
abound in God’s work, glorify His name and enjoy the reward of 
Him.

 May the Lord always remind me with this message                
whenever I do His work. Thank God so much for your good 
work which is shown in this organization. May the zealousness 
in you and in me be bountiful in abounding in doing God’s work.
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One of the most enjoyable moments in YAF is the outing. It 
was on Saturday afternoon on the 5th of May 2012, when we 
headed to Changi Beach for our outing. Brother Emerson came 
to pick us from the College, to meet the other YAFers who were 
going with us. The sky was clear enough, and a cool breezing 
blow of moderately strong wind from the sea, cooled us as we 
sat comfortably under  the coconut tree.  A time of sweet sing-
spirational songs of glorifying God began, and after singing, 
brother Charles shared with us on Psalms 104. His topic on “A 
Wonderful Creator” was specifically relevant to us, as we saw 
how wonderfully God created all the beautiful things for us to                                                                                    

YAF OUTING  
05.05.2012

Personal Reflection
by Bernard Too

acknowledge His Greatness. The flying planes at only about 
150m above our heads, shew how wonderfully God has endued 
man with wisdom. After the sharing, we played a game. The 
aim of the game was to help us to reflect our spiritual life and                                 
resolution of our daily living. 
          
 After the game, we took a boat and crossed the sea. 
While on the other side, it was like we were somewhere out 
of Singapore. The way people dressed and behaved was quite                                         
different. There were several bicycles backed besides the road, 
and after paying some fee, each one took a bicycle of his choice 
and we went further through a rainforest with small hills and                                                                                                                                
valleys as we circle. We came to a certain point where cycling 
was prohibited. We met the wild pigs who also were enjoying the 
wild life. So, we had to pack our bicycles and walk besides the sea 
shore looking at the beatiful scene of the sea. The crabs attracted 
our attention as they went in and out of their holes.  There were 
many things  which manifested God’s glory. The psalmst said, 
“Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou 
hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot 
be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak 
of them, they are more than can be numbered,” (Psalm 40:5). 
Indeed it is marvelous, our God is a great God, and His work 
manifest His glory.
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 After viewing the beautiful scenery, we came back                       
cycling. And at around 6:30 pm, we were back and after return-
ing the bicycles, we gathered together in one of the restaurants 
around for dinner. After dinner, everyone was ready to get back 
to the boat. As we walked to board a boat, we met some people 
who were lining up, to meet a certain man with familiar spir-
its. I wished that people would go to Christ rather than to him. 
We came back again by boat to where we had packed our van. 
Thanks be to God for the safety throughout our retreat. It was 
a wonderful experience especially for me. I was fed God’s word, 
followed by enjoyable moments of cycling and witnessing God’s 
goodness. By the end of it, though I was so much tired, I really 
enjoyed.  The outing was very enjoyable. It was a time of both 
spiritual and physical exercise. May God’s name be glorified.
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The first book is “How to Study the Bible” by R.A. Torrey

Torrey divides his book into 2 parts. He entitles his first part 
“Methods of the Most Profitable Bible Study” and the second 
part “The Fundamental Conditions of the Most Profitable Bible 
Study”.

Books to Read
by Yirong

 For the first part, Torrey introduces 7 methods to study 
the Bible. They are namely Individual Book Study, Topical Study, 
Biographical Study, Study of Types, Study of Books of the Bible 
in the Order given in the Bible (from Genesis to Revelation), 
Study of the Bible in Chronological Order and lastly Study of 
the Bible for Practical Usefulness in Dealing with Men.

 Torrey provides extensive examples for the Individu-
al Book Study and Topical Study which is quite useful for the                
beginner. 

 Torrey lists out 8 conditions for his second part. And 
they are the student must be born again, a love for the Bible, 
a willingness to do hard work, a will wholly surrendered to 
God, the student must be obedient to the Bible’s teachings, a                          
child-like mind, regard the Bible as the very Word of God and 
lastly Prayerfulness. 

 “We cannot all be profound students of nature; we can 
all be profound students of Scripture. Many an otherwise                        
illiterate person has a marvelous grasp of Bible truth. It was                
acquired by study. There are persons who have studied little else, 
who have studied the Scriptures, by the hour, daily, and their                                
consequent wisdom is the astonishment and sometimes the                                                                                                     
dismay of scholars and theologians” (R.A. Torrey)
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The second book is “Things Hard To Be Understood” by                
David Cloud.

“WE DO NOT QUESTION THE BIBLE.”

“WE DO NOT QUESTION THE 
AUTHORIZED VERSION OF THE BIBLE.”

“WE DEAL WITH A WIDE VARIETY 
OF PASSAGES WHICH ARE MISUSED BY 
CULTS AND OTHER FALSE TEACHERS.” 

(These are statements made by the author)

 The book is divided into 2 parts. The first part are sugges-
tions for dealing with Bible difficulties. And the second part are 
hard passages commentary.

 I would suggest that you peruse the first part of the book. 
And that you use the second part of the book for reference                   
after you have done your homework, that is, you have diligently               
studied the Bible on your own.

The third book is “Methodical Bible Study” by Robert A. Traina

 The author explains principles used for Bible study, 
namely, Observation, Interpretation, Evaluation and Applica-
tion, and Correlation. And the author summarizes these                   
principles with 7 words: see, inquire, answer, summarize,                                         
evaluate, apply and associate.

 Now you would need a fair bit of time to read and study 
this book. Be prepared to put in time and effort if you would 
pick up this book.

 “If, then, a particular approach to the Scriptures is to be 
valid, it must bear a substantial likeness to the Scriptures them-
selves. Now the Scriptures are distinct from the interpreter and 
are not an integral part of him. If the truths of the Bible already 
resided in man, there would be no need for the Bible and this 
manual would be superfluous. But the fact is that the Bible is 
an objective body of literature which exists because man needs 
to know certain truths which he himself cannot know and 
which must come to him from without. Consequently, if he is to                       
discover the truths which reside in this objective body of                                                                                                                                    
literature, he must utilize an approach which corresponds in               
nature with it, that is, an objective approach.”
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 “..., induction, is objective and impartial; for it demands 
that one first examine the particulars of the Scriptures and 
that one’s conclusions be based on those particulars. Such an                     
approach is sound because, being objective, it corresponds to 
the objective nature of the Scriptures. It produces hearers rather 
than speakers, and the nature of the Scriptures requires hearers.” 
(Robert Traina)

 I would like to recommend a Bible Study Software 
“SwordSearcher”. (Windows-based)

 The software contains Bibles in different languages, 
Books, Dictionaries and Commentaries, Maps and illustra-
tions. One particularly useful study tool is Treasury of Scripture 
Knowledge. This tool provides quick reference to verses in the 
Bible related to the verse you are studying. This helps us to apply 
the principle Scripture interprets Scripture in our study of God’s 
Word. God’s Word is its own best interpreter. 

 ( Just a side note, Rev Koshy, Rev Quek and Dr Khoo are 
using the software)

 A word of Caution: No matter how good or useful man’s 
writings are, they are still man’s words, that is, they are not                     
perfect. Only God’s Word is perfect and infallible. All things 
must be examined by God’s Word.

News
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