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Editorial 
Haw Shuen Siang 

about himself and gives us some 

encouragement in our service to 

God. Many have responded to 
sharing of thoughts on service in 

Truth BPC. May the sharing be 

edifying and encouraging to one 

another. 
 

Having found out more about 

service through this issue, may 

we reflect upon on how we have 
been serving God in Church and 

in our everyday lives at work and 

at home. We will be giving out 

the YAF service pledge forms for 
2012. Do pray about serving God 

in the YAF. 

 

Finally, we thank Sis Esther and 
the Water Brooks subcom for the 

faithful service this past year in 

seeing through 

the publications. 

We pray that 
God will 

continue to 

provide labourers 

to serve in the 
subcom. God 

bless. 

Thank God for the successful 

publication of another issue of 

Water Brooks. This issue, we 
focus on the theme “Service”, a 

very pertinent part of a 

Christian’s life. 

 
When we talk about serving God, 

a passage that often comes to 

mind is Romans 12:1-2. Have 

you wondered what it means to 
be a living sacrifice? Why must I 

be a living sacrifice? How can I be 

one? If you have been searching 

for answers to these questions, 
then you might be pleased to find 

them answered in the article by 

Dr Paul Ferguson. 

 
The Bible offers many wonderful 

examples of God’s servants for us 

to follow. In this issue we study 

two of them, Moses and Joseph. 

We read and learn of their 
successes and failures in service, 

for our education, edification and 

encouragement. 

 
We have an interview with Bro 

Charles. He shares with us more 
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The Supreme Act of Worship  
(Romans 12: 1-2) 

Rev (Dr) Paul Ferguson 

Within 30 years, the church had 
sent hundreds of missionaries to 

many parts of the world, 

including the Caribbean, North 

and South America, the Arctic, 
Africa, and the Far East. John 

Wesley was converted through 

the influence of these people. 

This was the first great wave of 

Protestant missionaries in the 
Reformation era.  

 
OVERVIEW 

 

 The Book of Romans can 

simply be divided into four parts 

– DOCTRINE  (Romans 1:1 - 

11:32); DOXOLOGY (Romans 

11:33 - 36); DEDICATION 

 (Romans 12:1 - 2); and DUTY 

 (Romans 12:2 - 16:27).  

The order is not without 

significance. Our comprehension 
of the great truths of salvation in 

Romans 1-11 such as election, 

justification, glorification etc. 

should first move our hearts with 
praise to God. Then flowing 

INTRODUCTION 

 During the eighteenth 
century a young Austrian man 

Nicolaus Zinzendorf of noble 

birth entered a small village 

church. He noticed a painting of 
the crucifixion of Christ on the 

wall. His eyes were drawn to it 

and especially the words at the 

bottom of the picture, “All this I 

did for thee, What hast thou 

done for Me?” As Zinzendorf 

contemplated these words, his 
heart was deeply moved. He left 

that church with a heart 

dedicated to live for Christ. 

Some years later, Zinzendorf 
founded a Christian village with a 

group of Moravians in Herrnhut 

in Eastern Germany. Although 

there were only 300 of them, they 
dedicated themselves to pray in a 

continuous cycle for 24 hours for 

the lost around them. This prayer 

meeting continued unbroken for 

an amazing one hundred years.  
 From this little village, the 

first missionaries were sent out. 
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naturally from this, our will 
should then be stirred to dedicate 

all our lives to God. Finally, as a 

consequence of this dedication to 

God, we can then exercise rightly 
our duty to our fellow men. The 

biblical pattern demonstrates that 

we must relate doctrine to our 

duties toward God and then to 
our fellow man. 

Here in Romans 12:1-2, the 

apostle deals with the next step 

which logically follows from the 
doctrinal and doxology section 

by the use of the word, 

“therefore.” Understanding of our 

dedication to the Lord gives the 

basic framework, which govern 

all the duties that follow. 
Dedication of mind, body and 

soul to the Lord is the root from 

which the fruitful life can only 

spring.  
God never intended us to be 

passive spectators to His grace. 

Our understanding of doctrine is 

not meant to be mere 

intellectualism, but should affect 
our daily lives as our creed and 

our conduct are intimately 

related. When we contemplate 

the amazing grace of God in 
giving His Son to die for us, then 

we can hardly be unwilling than 
to give ourselves for Him! Paul 

explains this sacrificial act of 

worship involves giving ourselves 

to the Lord in a sacrificial act of 
worship. 

 
(1) FOUNDATION OF THIS 

SACRIFICE (v1a) 

 Paul begins this section by 

calling every believer to a 

sacrificial act of worship, “I 

beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice.” This 

sacrifice is not an animal but 

ourselves. As he gives this 

beautiful appeal, Paul sets forth 
the foundation or motive for this 

sacrificial act of worship, “by the 

mercies of God.”  

 It is fundamental that 
believers live differently from 

unbelievers. It is equally 

fundamental that the reason we 

do so is different. Now there are 

many reasons why people serve 
the Lord – fear, guilt, personal 

advancement, pride, hypocrisy, 

peer pressure etc. All of these 

motivations are worthless. Paul 
here cuts through all of that and 
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reminds us that the true motive 
should be because of, “the 

mercies of God.” This is the same 

truth that the Psalmist declared, 
“What shall I render unto the 

LORD for all His benefits toward 

me?” (Psa. 116:12) 

 Now, the word translated 
“mercies” here is a plural one in 

the original. So, we need to 

understand what these many 

acts of mercy are. These are set 

forth in Romans 1-11, where we 

find in great detail the manifold 
mercies of God that have been 

extended to us.  

 The degree of our 

dedication is directly related to 
how we understand the truths of 

redemption, as “Love so 

amazing, so divine, demands 

my soul, my life, my all.”  We 
need to constantly remind 

ourselves of the truths of God's 

mercy such as,  

 
As it is written, There is 

none righteous, no, not 

one: There is none that 

understandeth, there is 

none that seeketh after 
God. They are all gone out 

of the way, they are 

together become 
unprofitable; there is none 

that doeth good, no, not 

one. (Romans 3:10-12) 

 Everyone in this meeting 

who is a believer fully deserves to 

be damned in the deepest hell. 

The reason that you are here, as a 
justified child of God, is not 

because there was anything good 

or attractive in you compared to 

others. Paul has made this clear 
in the ninth chapter of Romans,   

 

For He saith to Moses, I will 

have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whom I will 

have compassion. So then it 

is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but 

of God that sheweth mercy. 

(Romans 9:15-16) 

 The apostle Paul never got 

over these acts of mercy. Late in 

life he gives this testimony,  

This is a faithful saying, and 

worthy of all acceptation, 

that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief. Howbeit 
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for this cause I obtained 
mercy, that in me first Jesus 

Christ might shew forth all 

longsuffering, for a pattern to 

them which should hereafter 
believe on him to life 

everlasting.  

(1 Timothy 1:15-16) 

 
We don’t just experience 

God’s mercy in salvation. Despite 

all of our failures, we daily obtain 

mercy from the Lord. He could 
cut us off but He preserves us to 

use us for His glory. We are 

unfaithful to Him but He is never 

unfaithful to us and extends 
mercy and grace to us day after 

day. A man has to be very cold 

and backslidden not to be moved 

by meditating on the mercies of 

God.  
Take the world,  
but give me Jesus,  
All its joys are but in name;  
But His love abideth ever,  
Through eternal years  
the same. 
 

 The missionary CT Studd 

grew up in the late nineteenth 

century in a wealthy English 

home. He was educated at 

Cambridge University and 
excelled there at the sport of 

cricket on the international level. 

Additionally, he was the heir to 

a great fortune. Studd was 
young, educated, wealthy, and 

famous. He had everything the 

world believes is needful for true 

happiness.  
 Yet, Studd knew there was 

an aching void in his life.  A 

preacher who was involved in 

the DL Moody campaigns that 
swept England visited his home. 

Through the witness of this man, 

Studd was gloriously converted. 

He was a man who was 
wholehearted in his dedication 

to Christ and gave away his 

fortune to the work of God. For 

the rest of his life, Studd served 

as a missionary in China, India, 
and then Africa. When criticized 

for wasting his life on this cause 

he penned these words, “If Jesus 

Christ be God and died for me, 

then no sacrifice can be too 

great for me to make for Him.” 

What a convicting thought! 
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(2) CHARACTER OF THIS 

SACRIFICE (v1b-2a) 

 

 Paul explains that not only 

our motive must be right in 
dedicating our lives to the Lord, 

but the very nature of the sacrifice 

is critical. This is a universal 

sacrifice of all the “brethren.” This 

is something all of us are called to 

do – not just pastors or elders.  
It is a personal sacrifice, 

“present your bodies a living 

sacrifice.” This is OT language but 

the difference between the temple 
sacrifices and here is that Paul is 

calling believers to be the NT 

priest, as the offeror and also the 

offering. This is modeled on 
Christ who as the great High 

Priest gave His life as the offering. 

However, our sacrifice is not to 

atone for sin, but is one of praise 

and thanksgiving. 
No one welcomes sacrifice 

naturally. We are selfish creatures 

by disposition and sacrifice is 

painful and costly. The key to the 
Christian life is not trying to 

simply get more blessings from 

God but giving all you are to 

God.  By contrast, most of 
contemporary Christianity is 

based upon the opposite premise 

of what Paul teaches here. 
Modern Christianity is all about 

what can I get from God. It is 

centred on the feelings of self 

and the wealth and material 
circumstances of self. That is a 

very good reason in staying 

away from such churches and 

their teaching. They have got 
wrong the very foundation of the 

Christian’s life. And if they are 

wrong on this, then what flows 

from this will also be wrong.  

This statement of Paul’s 
also reminds us that what we do 

with our bodies is important to 

God. Christianity is not just a 

religion that affects the mind, 
but it deals with the whole of a 

man. There are many professing 

Christians who are willing to 

give some of their money to God 
and a little of their time on a 

Sunday. But that is as far as they 

want to go. But Paul doesn’t 

start with these things. He makes 
clear that we are called to begin 

the pilgrimage of a believer by 

an act of surrender of our whole 

lives to the Lord, “present your 

bodies.” The degree that we 

understand and practice this will 
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affect our whole Christian lives.  
Now, Paul has already 

reminded us of the need to present 

our physical bodies to the service 

of the Lord in this book of 
Romans. In chapter six he uses 

the same Greek verb that is 

translated “present” in Romans 

12:1 but is translated “yield” there, 

“Neither yield ye your members as 

instruments of unrighteousness unto 

sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as 

those that are alive from the dead, and 

your members as instruments of 

righteousness unto God.” (Romans 

6:13a). 

This sacrifice of our bodies 

includes our minds, eyes, ears, 

hands, feet, and tongues. We are 
not to be yielding these as “as 

instruments of unrighteousness unto 

sin.” All too many Christians 

today are allowing their eyes and 

ears to watch and listen to things 

they should not. Their feet take 

them to places they should not be 

and their hands are serving the 
flesh rather than the Lord. Their 

tongues instead of being 

instruments to evangelise, 

encourage, and exhort to build the 
Body of Christ are all too often 

used to destroy and discourage. 

There are some other things 
to be noted about this sacrificial 

offering. It is to be: 

 

(a) A LIVING SACRIFICE – 
This is something that is to be 

throughout our whole lives. 

Every aspect of our existence 

should be an act of worship. It is 

not just what we do in the 
congregation of the saints that is 

important to God but our whole 

lives.   

 
(b) HOLY – This means our 

bodies must be kept away from 

unholy things. Believers cannot 

live for the world on Monday to 
Saturday and then turn up on 

Sunday and seek to serve the 

Lord. We cannot say to God, 

“take my sin and use it for Thy 
glory.” It is also the reason why 

we need to preach biblical 

separation and practise church 

discipline so that holiness is 
promoted. 

 

(c) ACCEPTABLE UNTO 

GOD – It is not about what 

pleases us in our lives, but what 
pleases God. So, every aspect of 

our lives must be lived with this 
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question: Does it please the Lord? 
 

(d) NOT CONFORMED TO 

THE WORLD – Paul commands 

in v2 using the imperative mood, 
“be not conformed to this world.” The 

word “world” here is the Greek 

word aion, which means the spirit 

of the age around us. This spirit is 

in continual rebellion against God 

and His word. It is the exalting of 
self and the debasing of God. This 

spirit can be seen in the world’s 

philosophies, fashion, art, music, 

dress, language, social habits, 
morals etc. It never changes from 

generation to generation. The 

word aion was defined by the NT 

scholar, Trench as, 

 

That floating mass of 
thoughts, opinions, maxims, 

speculations, hopes, 

impulses, aims, aspirations, 

at any time current in the 

world, which it may be 
impossible to seize and 

accurately define, but which 

constitute a most real and 

effective power, being the 
moral, or immoral 

atmosphere which at every 

moment of our lives we 

inhale, again inevitably to 
exhale.   

 

The verb here “conformed” refers 

to a conforming of the outward 

to a fashion or scheme, which 

does not reflect the inward 
reality of the new man in Christ. 

This fashioning or conforming is 

what happens when we allow 

our bodies to be used for the 

schemes and purposes of this 
world. 

 Christians are called to be 

non-conformists in the truest 

sense of this word. The Bible is 
very clear, “Love not the world, 

neither the things that are in the 

world. If any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him” 

(1 John 2:15). We are called to 

be out of step with the prevailing 

thinking and practices of the 
anti-God culture. Our lives are 

to be continually “transformed by 

the renewing of your mind.” There 

should be a marked contrast 

between believers and those of 

the world. For instance: 

 

(i) The world says glorify self, 
but the Christian is to humble 

self and glorify God. 
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(ii) The world says success is 

power, money, knowledge, but 

the Christian sees success as 

living for God.  
 

(iii) The world says money or 

knowledge is power, but the 

Christian sees God as 

sovereign and having all 
power.  

 

(iv) The world says live for the 

moment, but the Christian says 
live for eternity. 

 

(v) The world says if it feels 

good do it, but the Christian 
says if it pleases God do it. 

 

(vi) The world believes 

acquiring earthly treasures is 
the greatest priority whereas 

the Christian believes acquiring 

heavenly treasures is the 

greatest priority. 
 

(vii) The world seeks to live for 

self even if it hurts others, but 

the Christian seeks to live for 

others.  
The Apostle Paul was a man 

who walked out of step with the 

thinking of this world. He poured 

out his life for others, “Yea, and 

if I be offered upon the sacrifice and 

service of your faith, I joy, and 

rejoice with you all” (Philp. 2:17). 

He even rejoiced to suffer for 

others, “Who now rejoice in my 

sufferings for you, and fill up that 

which is behind of the afflictions of 

Christ in my flesh for his body's 

sake, which is the church” (Col. 

1:24). 

 Biblical and church history 

attests that the people God uses 

are those who swim against the 
tide of the prevailing spirit of 

the age around them. Enoch 

differed from the world he lived 

in as, “he had this testimony, that 

he pleased God” (Heb. 11:5). 

Amidst the corruption of the 

pre-Genesis generation when 

“the wickedness of man was great 

in the earth, and that every 

imagination of the thoughts of his 

heart was only evil continually” 

another man stood tall for the 

Lord. We are told, “Noah was a 

just man and perfect in his 

generations, and Noah walked with 

God” (Genesis 6:9). 

 We must all ask ourselves: 

Who are we living for? Do we 
have the same desires and 



 

 

12 

WATER BROOKS VOLUME 6 ISSUE 2 

ambitions as our unsaved 
neighbours and work colleagues? 

What is our prayer for our 

children? If people looked at our 

life today, would they see a 
difference? Are we walking a 

different direction from those 

around us?  

The call to such a life is not 

an unreasonable request. In fact, it 
is a most logical request as our 

“reasonable service.” For it is the 

reason for our creation, “For of 

Him, and through Him, and to Him, 

are all things” (Romans 11:36). 

Spurgeon put it well,  

 

I scarcely like this word 

sacrifice, because it involves 
nothing more than a 

reasonable service. If we 

gave up all we had and 

became beggars for Christ, it 
would display no such 

chivalrous spirit or 

magnanimous conduct after 

all. We would be gainers by 
the surrender. 

 

(3) EFFECTS OF THIS 

SACRIFICE (v2b) 

 

 One of the great results of 

living according to v1-2a is that 
your life, like Enoch’s, pleases 

God. It is then that you, “may 

prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of 

God.” There is no greater 

ambition than that. The highest 

form of worship is to do God’s 
will. What a privilege to know 

that we can do something that 

pleases our God. It doesn’t 

matter ultimately what the 
world thinks of you, as it will 

pass away. It only matters what 

God thinks of your life.  

 Daniel and his three 
friends, Hananiah, Mishael, 

and Azariah were young men 

who never feared to stand out 

from the prevailing culture. 

They were in Babylon but they 
never were of Babylon. From 

young they knew that the key to 

this life is to honour God in 

every areas of our lives.  
 The Bible never promises 

that such a non-conformist life 

will be easy, but it is possible. It 

wasn’t easy for Daniel in 
Babylon or Joseph in Egypt. 

The test we must apply to our 

lives is not is it easy or does it 

make us feel happy, but does it 
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please God. That was the aim of 
Paul himself, “Wherefore we labour, 

that, whether present or absent, we 

may be accepted of Him” (2 Cor. 

5:9). 

 

But drops of grief can ne’er repay  
The debt of love I owe.  
Here, Lord, I give myself away,  
’Tis all that I can do! 
 
CONCLUSION 

 

(1) Many Christians hold back 

from yielding all to the Lord 

because they fear the 
consequences of such an 

unconditional commitment. Does 

God have all of you? Do you love 

Him with all your heart, mind, 
soul, and strength? Is there a part 

of your life that you refuse to 

surrender to him? Once when 

General William Booth, founder 
of the Salvation Army, was 

questioned why his ministry had 

been so successful he simply 

replied, “God has had all  there 

was of me to have.” 
 

(2) If you find it hard to serve the 

Lord and resist this world, then 

start reading the first eleven 

chapters of Romans. Remind 
yourself of the great mercies of 

God in your life. When a 

Christian grows cold in his walk 

with God, it is because he has 
lost sight of the grace of God. 

That is not the way to live and 

it is certainly not the way to die! 

Don’t live in a way when you 

enter eternity that you discover 
the things you thought were so 

important were in reality just 

vanity. Ray Stedman pointedly 

challenges, 
 

Now, what are you going 

to do with your life? Are 

you going to wrap it up in 
a napkin of affluence and 

bury it in forty years of 

self-indulgence? Well, that 

would be the dullest 
experience you could 

have. When you get before 

the throne of God, all you 

will find out is that you 
have wasted all those 

years. Oh, you will be 

there, if you know the 

Lord, but you will find you 

have wasted your life, and 
it will be worth nothing 

before his throne. And you 
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will have lived the dullest 
kind of existence. 

 

(3) There is nothing greater than 

serving the Lord. There is only 
blessing, when we surrender 

ourselves to God. God wants our 

first not our last and our best not 

the belated scraps of our lives. 

Determine in your heart to burn 
out for Him. Too many believers 

today are rusting out! We need to 

be dedicating daily all of our lives 

to the Lord. Many have dedicated 
then 10 or 20 years ago but have 

crawled off the altar! Christian - it 

is time to serve the Lord. It is time 

to stop being lukewarm. 
 

(4) Sinner – There is nothing in 

your life that pleases God. You 

can never begin to please God 
until you come to the Cross and 

plead for mercy. In order to have 

eternal life, you must surrender to 

the claims of the Gospel. There is 
no alternative. There is no other 

way. 

 

 

Rev (Dr) Paul Ferguson is the pastor 

of Calvary Tengah Bible-Presbyterian 
Church. He is also the Bible Study 

Leader of FCM NUS.  

 

The previous and subsequent sermons 

on the "Romans Series", together with 

other sermons, can be found on his 
blog: http://oldfaith.wordpress.com 

You are strongly encouraged to read 

them :)  

 

May you be edified by literature he 

has written, by God's grace.    
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Moses, A Faithful Servant of the LORD 
Arthur E Steele 

Egyptian. He took matters into 

his own hands and killed the 

Egyptian. When he was 
discovered, he thought that his 

fellow Israelites would have 

realised that God intended to use 

him to deliver them—Acts 7:25, 
"For he [Moses] supposed his 

brethren would have understood 

how that God by his hand would 

deliver them: but they understood 
not." The Israelites were not 

ready and Moses was not ready 

for God’s burning bush call. The 

fact that Pharoah sought to slay 
Moses and that he feared the 

people, were the reasons Moses 

fled to the land of Midian. Moses 

took a rather common job there 

taking care of sheep for Jethro, 
who became his father-in-law. 

 In God’s plan, Moses, 40 

years later, led his sheepfold to 

the backside of the desert to the 
foot of a mountain in Horeb. 

While there, God called Moses, 

then about 80 years old, in a most 

unusual way, out of a fire in a 
bush that was not consumed. The 

burning bush caught the attention 

OUR CALL IS A HOLY 

CALLING 

 An inward call to serve God 

is a call from the Creator of the 

universe, the sovereign Creator of 

the heavens and the earth. When 
we grasp this fact we have a 

stabilising conviction in our 

ministry. 

 When God first called 
Moses to serve Him, Moses 

appeared to live in the palace of 

Pharoah’s daughter. He received 

his education in Egypt—Acts 

7:22, "And Moses was learned in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 

and was mighty in words [an able 

speaker], and in deeds [a leader]." 

He, to some degree, was aware of 
his calling of God. "By faith" he 

refused to be adopted into the 

royal Egyptian family—Hebrews 

11:24, "By faith Moses when he 
was come of years, refused to be 

called the son of Pharoah’s 

daughter." His life seemed to be 

in focus and ready for God to use 
him, but in God’s eye, he was not 

ready. He witnessed a struggle 

between an Israelite and an 
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of Moses—Exodus 3:4-5, "And 
when the LORD saw that he 

turned aside to see, God called 

unto him out of the midst of the 

bush, and said, Moses, Moses. 
And he said, Here am I. And he 

[God] said, Draw not nigh hither: 
put off thy shoes from off thy feet, 

for the place whereon thou 

standest is holy ground." Your call 

to serve the Lord is a "holy 

calling." Remember always that 

your call is not from an earthly 
source, but is from the sovereign 

God who created the heavens and 

the earth. 

 About 1500 years after the 

call of Moses, the Apostle Paul 
wrote 2 Timothy 1:9—God "Who 

hath saved us, and called us with 

an holy calling, not according to 

our works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace, which 

was given us in Christ Jesus 

before the world began." Our holy 

calling is the result of God’s grace, 
and according to His purpose. 

The immediate response of Moses 

to God’s call is understandable, 

humanly speaking—Exodus 3:11, 
"And Moses said unto God, [1] 

Who am I that I should go unto 

Pharoah," and "[2] that I should 

bring forth the children of Israel 
out of Egypt?" 

 While Moses was in Egypt 

he had been somewhat brazen 

and somewhat self-assured but 
well-educated, according to 

Acts 7:22. Now after 40 lowly 

years in Midian, no longer 

feeling self-sufficient, he very 

naturally said, "Who am I that I 
should go to Pharoah and that I 

should bring the children of 

Israel out of Egypt?" God 

understood completely every 
detail concerning every 

Egyptian and every Israelite, 

including Pharoah, and He 

knew Moses whom He chose to 
call. God said concerning the 

Israelites—Exodus 3:7, "I have 

surely seen the affliction of my 

people which are in Egypt, and 
have heard their cry …"—

Exodus 2:24-25, "And God 

heard their groaning, and God 

remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with 

Jacob. And God looked upon 

the children of Israel, and God 

had respect unto them." 

 God was preparing Moses 

during his 40 years in Midian, 

in strange and unfamiliar 
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surroundings in God’s way, for 
the ministry to which God called 

him. Moses came to the place 

where he realised that he was 

unable in himself to accomplish 
the call. You know the rest of the 

account; the meetings with 

Pharoah, the miraculous signs, 

and the amazing change of the 

attitude of the Egyptians, and the 
Passover event. 

 Moses was well-educated 

according to the educational 

standards of Egypt, which 
education may have been helpful 

to him in attending to details as he 

led about 2 million Israelites from 

Egypt to the entrance of 
Canaan—Acts 7:22, "And Moses 

was learned in all the wisdom of 

the Egyptians and was mighty in 

words and in deeds." The very 
basic and most important 

qualification for the leadership of 

Moses and for us all is that we 

believe and obey God’s words. 
Exodus 4:14 states, "And the 

anger of the LORD was kindled 

against Moses." Moses, after 

receiving God’s call did not 

readily believe that God would 
equip him with the ability to 

speak God’s Word. God had just 

said in Exodus 4:12, "Now 
therefore go, and I will be with 

thy mouth, and teach thee what 

thou shalt say." 

 God gave an important 
answer to a question Moses 

asked—Exodus 3:13-14, "And 

Moses said unto God, Behold, 

when I come unto the children 

of Israel, and shall say unto 

them, The God of your fathers 

hath sent me unto you; and 
they shall say to me, What is his 

name? what shall I say unto 

them? And God said unto 

Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and 

he said, Thus shalt thou say 

unto the children of Israel, I 
AM hath sent me unto you." In 

verse 15, God said, "this is my 

name for ever"—I AM THAT I 

AM. God is saying that He is 
what He is without anything or 

without anyone else. In other 

words, He IS what He IS, and 

as Matthew Henry said, "He is 
what ever He was and ever will 

be." The writer of Hebrews 

said, "Jesus Christ the same 

yesterday, and to day and for 
ever" (Heb 13:8). Matthew 

Henry also said, "Being self-

existent He cannot but be self-
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sufficient, and therefore all-
sufficient and the inexhaustible 

fountain of being and blessing." 

Our God, who calls us, enables us 

and accomplishes His purpose 
through us as our Sovereign 

Lord—Colossians 1:16, "all things 

were created by him and for him." 

He is our God, the Creator: the I 

AM who has called us unto His 
service. Our call is a holy calling. 
 

GOD MEANS WHAT HE 

SAYS 

 Both the Old Testament and 

the New Testament refer to Moses 

as a faithful servant of the Lord—
Numbers 12:7, "My servant 

Moses … is faithful in all mine 

house." Hebrews 3:2, referring 

back 1500 years also identifies 
Moses as a faithful servant, says, 

"Moses was faithful in all his 

house." We learn much from the 

Life of Moses. God took special 
notice of the daily activities of 

Moses—Numbers 12:3, "Now the 

man Moses was very meek, above 

all men which were upon the face 
of the earth." God said in 

Numbers 12:8, "With him will I 

speak mouth to mouth." Here is 

what Matthew Henry states, 

"Moses was a man of great 
integrity and tried fidelity. He is 

faithful in all his house. That is 

put first in all his character, 

because grace excels gifts, love 
excels knowledge, and sincerity 

in the service of God puts a 

greater honor upon a man and 

recommends him to the divine 

favor more than learning 
abstruse speculations and an 

ability to speak with tongues." 

Moses wrote the first five books 

of the Bible, which we know as 
the Pentateuch and the Torah. 

Jesus said, "he [Moses] wrote of 

me" (John 5:46). Note also the 

words of Philip under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit in 

John 1:45, "We have found 

him, of whom Moses in the 

law, and the prophets, did 
write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 

son of Joseph." Jesus said in 

Luke 24:27, "And beginning at 

Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the 

scriptures the things concerning 

himself." Paul reminds us in 

Romans 15:4, "For whatsoever 

things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning 

that we through patience and 
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comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope." 

Moses had seen the greatness of 

God so often over the years, since 

his call at the backside of the 
desert. God’s miraculous power 

was revealed constantly, the 

parting of the Red Sea, the supply 

of manna and the quails, the 

military victories, the healing of 
the serpent’s bites, etc. These are 

recorded for our learning today. 

God’s grace and care for His 

people were daily in evidence to 
the children of Israel. 

 I would like to refer to two 

accounts in the leadership of 

Moses that God chose to record, 
which were recorded I believe for 

our learning and warning as 

ministers of the Word of God. 
 

THE SENDING OUT OF THE 

SPIES AT KADESH BARNEA 

 The Israelites had completed 
a very difficult 11-day trip from 

Horeb to Kadesh Barnea. 

Especially note that God had led 

the way miraculously with a pillar 
of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 

by night. God had a clear 

command with a specific promise 

through Moses to the people—

Deuteronomy 1:21, "Behold, 
the LORD thy God hath set the 

land before thee: go up and 

possess it, as the LORD God of 

thy fathers hath said unto thee; 
fear not, neither be 

discouraged." God had already 

led them all the way from 

Horeb to Kadesh Barnea, 
nevertheless, the elders of the 

people said, according to 

Moses, Deuteronomy 1:22, 

"And ye came near unto me 
every one of you, and said, We 

will send men before us, and 

they shall search us out the 

land, and bring us word again 

by what way we must go up, and 

into what cities we shall come." 

This was an amazing request by 
a delegation of elders in light of 

God’s clear command to 

Moses. God’s miraculous way 

was the best way. It was visible 
and supernatural. God’s Word 

also records the disappointing 

response of Moses—

Deuteronomy 1:23, "And the 
saying pleased me well: and I 

took twelve men of you, one of 

a tribe." Moses went along with 

the delegation, instead of taking 
a stand for the Word of God. 
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God allowed them to go their 
way, knowing the hearts of the 

committee. 

 The account in Numbers 

chapter 13 begins with God, 
surely knowing the consequences, 

telling them to go ahead. "And the 

Lord spake unto Moses saying," 

and verse 2, "Send thou men, that 

they may search the land of 
Canaan, which I give unto the 

children of Israel." The 12 spies 

after 40 days brought back their 

reports. There were 10 that 
brought back an "evil report," 

which affected the whole 

congregation. Numbers 14:2, 

"And all the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and 

against Aaron." Numbers 14:4, 

"And they said one to another, 

Let us make a captain, and let us 
return into Egypt." They did not 

believe that God meant what He 

said. They contradicted God’s 

Word. He as a result decreed that 
any man over 20 at that time 

would not enter the Promised 

Land. In Numbers 14:29, God 

said through Moses, "Your 

carcases shall fall in this 
wilderness; and all that were 

numbered of you, according to 

your whole number, from 
twenty years old and upward, 

which have murmured against 

me." Numbers 14:33, "And 

your children shall wander in 
the wilderness forty years, and 

bear your whoredoms, until 

your carcases be wasted in the 

wilderness." Numbers 14:34, 

"After the number of the days in 
which ye searched the land, even 

forty days, each day for a year, 
shall ye bear your iniquities, 

even forty years, and ye shall 

know my breach of promise." 

The punishment was severe and 

actually took place. God’s 

Word was clear. The unbelief 
and murmuring were real. The 

majority of the people were 

wrong. Joshua and Caleb were 

right. 
 The majority of the 

Israelites and likely all the 

elders of the congregation liked 

the suggestion that a select 
group be designated to study 

the next step in moving into the 

land of Canaan. As I have read 

over the years, debates and 
discussions over ecumenical 

issues, the tendency of 

organisations is to form a 
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committee to "study and analyse" 
problems. In committees that deal 

with problems there is a real 

inclination to seek peace at any 

price. Moses at the time was 
pleased with the suggestion that 

the delegation of elders made to 

spy out the land and determine 

the best way to enter the land. 

God was not pleased with the 
analysis of the report that the 10 

delegates made, which 

encouraged the unbelief and the 

murmuring of the people. God’s 
displeasure with the unbelief of 

His Word resulted in the 40 years 

of wandering in the wilderness 

until all those who were over 20 
years old at the time had died. 

This became the reason Moses 

spoke and wrote the book of 

Deuteronomy. Hebrews 3:17 says, 
"But with whom was he grieved 

forty years? was it not with them 

that had sinned, whose carcases 

fell in the wilderness?" Hebrews 

3:18-19, "And to whom sware he 

that they should not enter into his 
rest, but to them that believed not? 

So we see that they could not 

enter in because of unbelief." 
 

 

SMITING THE ROCK AT 

MERIBAH 

 Numbers 20 recorded a 

lesson Moses learned the hard 

way. He failed to believe that 
God meant exactly what He 

said. He failed to believe God’s 

words. The account begins with 

Numbers 20:7-8, "And the Lord 
spake unto Moses saying, Take 

the rod, and gather thou the 

assembly together, thou, and 

Aaron, thy brother, and speak 
ye unto the rock before their 

eyes; and it shall give forth his 

water, and thou shalt bring 

forth to them water out of the 
rock: so thou shalt give the 

congregation and their beasts 

drink." 

 The next two verses record 
the partial obedience of Moses 

to the very words of the Lord—

Numbers 20:9-10, "And Moses 

took the rod from before the 

LORD, as he commanded him. 
And Moses and Aaron gathered 

the congregation together 

before the rock, and he said 

unto them (note the human 
tone of the next words), Hear 

now, ye rebels; must we fetch 

you water out of this rock?" At 
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that time Moses and Aaron were 
no doubt upset with the 

murmuring of the people. They 

called the people "ye rebels" 

which they were. But then they 
focused the attention on 

themselves. "Must we fetch water 

out of this rock?" Numbers 20:11 

records the result of the reasoning 

of Moses, "And Moses lifted up 
his hand, and with his rod he 

smote the rock twice: and water 

came out abundantly, and the 

congregation drank, and their 
beasts also." 

 Why did Moses smite the 

rock rather than speak to the rock 

as the Lord specifically 
commanded? In today’s language 

many would say "no big deal." 

Moses could have reasoned first 

of all that the Lord created the 
special rod that he held and 

besides he remembered that God 

instructed him to smite the water 

of the Egyptian river (Exod 7:17) 
and He also instructed him to 

smite with the rod the dust of the 

Egyptian land (Exod 8:16). After 

all, Moses could have also 

reasoned that God had ordered 
him to smite the rock in a similar 

situation in Horeb (Exod 17:6) to 

provide water for the people. 
Therefore to them there really 

was no significant difference 

between the words speak and 

smite and that the Lord 
probably meant smite when He 

said speak—of such is the logic 

of the natural man. 

Furthermore, Moses and Aaron 

could claim that they were 
under pressure by the unbelief, 

the murmuring and charges 

brought by the people. 

Numbers 20:3 says, "And the 
people chode with Moses, and 

spake, saying, Would God that 

we had died when our brethren 

died before the LORD!" The 
first blow to the rock by Moses 

produced no water. That was 

his effort. With the second 

blow, God produced His 
miracle. This account reveals 

that here was a time Moses 

focused attention on himself as 

he was ministering to the 
people. Moses and Aaron both 

were, spiritually speaking ready 

to take credit for the miracle. 

They said, "must we fetch you 

water out of this rock?" The 
Lord revealed their sin when 

He said—Numbers 20:12, "And 
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the LORD spake unto Moses and 
Aaron. Because ye believed me 

not, to sanctify me in the eyes of 

the children of Israel, therefore ye 

shall not bring this congregation 
into the land which I have given 

them." They took to themselves 

personal glory and failed to glorify 

the Lord. "Man’s chief end is to 

glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever." What a temptation it is 

to take just a little credit for the 

miracles the Lord performs in our 

ministries. God means what He 
says. 

 Moses had lessons to learn 

that he did not know that he 

needed to learn. Moses wanted 
deeply to enter the land that God 

had promised to Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob. That desire was ever 

with him together with the 
consuming desire to obey and 

serve God. We must read the 

heartfelt request of Moses as the 

children of Israel nearly 
completed the 40 year journey 

and were close to entering the 

Promised Land—Deuteronomy 

3:25-27, "I pray thee, let me go 

over, and see the good land that is 

beyond Jordan, that goodly 

mountain, and Lebanon. But the 

LORD was wroth with me for 
your sakes, and would not hear 

me: and the LORD said unto 

me, Let it suffice thee; speak no 

more unto me of this matter. 
Get thee up into the top of 

Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes 

westward, and northward, and 

southward, and eastward, and 

behold it with thine eyes: for 

thou shalt not go over this 

Jordan." 
 Moses felt God’s 

punishment deeply, but he 

knew and declared that God 

was "right." Moses said in his 
last words to the people in 

Deuteronomy 32:4, "Just and 

right is he." God’s way is 

always the best way. Even 
though Moses did not enter the 

Promised Land, the God of 

creation personally buried his 

body and assured him of eternal 
life in glory. We see the 

assurance of this when Moses 

and Elijah appeared with Jesus 

in the land, on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. We too shall 

be with the Lord. "The Bible 

tells me so." God means what 

He says. 
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GOD IS GREAT AND GOD IS 

RIGHT 

 God commanded Moses to 

write a song which would be a 

testimony of God’s attributes, care 
and judgement, contrasted to the 

indifference of His people, the 

Israelites. God especially desired 

that the below age 20 group at 
Kadesh Barnea, now 40 years 

older, would read and memorise 

the song, the last words of Moses 

to the people. God said in 
Deuteronomy 31:19, "Now 

therefore write ye this song for 

you, and teach it the children of 

Israel: put it in their mouths, that 
this song may be a witness for me 

against the children of Israel." 

Deuteronomy 31:22 tells us, 

"Moses therefore wrote this song 
the same day, and taught it the 

children of Israel;" and 

Deuteronomy 31:30, "And Moses 

spake in the ears of all the 

congregation of Israel the words 
of this song, until they were 

ended." 

 Moses introduced his words 

as the words of the Creator of the 
heavens and the earth. 

Deuteronomy 32:1 says, "Give 

ear, O ye heavens, and I will 

speak; and hear, O earth, the 
words of my mouth." David 

said in Psalm 19:1, "The 

heavens declare the glory of 

God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handywork." The 

words of David are similar to 

the heartfelt expression of 

Moses in the introduction to his 

song. 
 Moses then expressed the 

need for the Word of God daily 

in our lives. Deuteronomy 32:2 

says, "My doctrine shall drop as 
the rain, my speech shall distil 

as the dew, as the small rain 

upon the tender herb, and as the 

showers upon the grass." All of 
us, whether in the pastoral 

ministry or not, daily need the 

light rain, the dew, and the 

showers that come from God’s 
Word. Moses perhaps reflecting 

on his own ministry is saying 

that God’s Word by his mouth, 

the doctrine, must drop on 
everyone just as the small rain 

falls on the tender herb and as a 

shower of rain falls upon the 

grass of the field. Our preaching 

of the Word must be from a 
personal conviction from the 

heart as well as from the head. 
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Moses states his settled conviction 
in Deuteronomy 32:3, "Because I 

will publish the name of the 

LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto 

our God." He resolved at Meribah 
never again to fail to sanctify 

[glorify] the Lord in the eyes of 

the people. 

 Moses also in the 

introduction of his song said of 
God, "He is the Rock." Jesus who 

is God manifest in the flesh is also 

called the Rock. The Apostle Paul 

said, referring to the children of 
Israel on their 40-year journey—1 

Corinthians 10:4, "And did all 

drink the same spiritual drink: for 

they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed them: and that Rock 

was Christ." The Jesus whom 

Paul preached was God "manifest 

in the flesh," the same God whom 
Moses said was great, who was 

right, and who was just. He 

referred to God as the Rock, 

speaking of His unchanging 
sovereignty, our sure foundation, 

and the Author and Preserver of 

His Word. Moses after 40 years 

serving God, said in his last words 

to the people—Deuteronomy 
32:3, "ascribe ye greatness unto 

our God." God is great, God is 

just, and God is right. 
 Moses spoke clearly and 

with conviction to the 

assembled children of Israel. He 

especially wanted the 60-year 
old and younger crowd to hear 

his song. Note the next two 

statements he made after calling 

God "the Rock"—

Deuteronomy 32:4, "his work is 

perfect: for all his ways are 

judgement." What an accurate 

and important statement! In our 
ministries, questions are raised 

from time to time, that tend to 

reflect on the attributes and 

sovereignty of God. We are 

aware of the spiritual problem 
and so did Moses. He rested in 

the knowledge that God’s ways 

are always perfect and that his 

ways are always according to 
his infinite knowledge and 

always according to His 

accurate and infallible 

judgement. Isaiah, the prophet 
of God, referring to the Word 

of God emphasised the 

difference between the thoughts 

and ways of God and the 
thoughts and ways of man. 

Isaiah 55:9-11, "For as the 

heavens are higher than the 
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earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than 

your thoughts … So shall my 

word be that goeth forth out of my 

mouth: it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that 

which I please, and it shall 

prosper in the thing whereto I sent 

it." 

 Moses also in the 

introduction to his song called 

God a "God of truth" (Deut 32:4). 
Jesus made essentially the same 

statement in John 14:6, "I am the 

way, the truth, and the life." God 

through the Son created 
everything that exists in the 

universe. As the Designer and 

Creator, He alone knows 

everything about everything all 
the time and all at the same time. 

As the Creator, He alone can say, 

"I am the truth." What a privilege 

and what a fact that we are called 
personally by the Creator of the 

universe and called according to 

His grace to accomplish His 

purpose. 
 As Moses arrived near the 

entrance to Canaan Land, I am 

sure that he reflected on the divine 

intervention of God during the 40-

year journey. He was quick to 
declare to everyone that God’s 

work is "perfect" and that 
always "just and right is He." 

God is Great and God is Right. 

Moses was a faithful servant of 

the Lord. 
 Our calling to serve the 

Lord is a heavenly calling. It is 

a call by the sovereign God, 

Creator of the heavens and the 

earth. God means exactly what 
He says. His words are eternal, 

unchanging, settled in heaven, 

preserved, and committed to us 

today as faithful stewards. 
 Our God who calls us 

means what He says. He is 

sovereign, He is great, and He 

is right, always. What a 
privilege and honour to serve 

Him. What a blessed hope we 

have. The day will come when 

we will actually be with our 
Lord, which is "far better." 

 
Dr Arthur Steele was Chancellor of 

Clearwater Christian College, Florida, 

USA. The above message was delivered 

to graduating class of 2005 at the 30th 

Commencement Exercises of the Far 

Eastern Bible College, held at Calvary 

Pandan Bible-Presbyterian Church, on 

the Lord’s Day, May 8, 2005. It was 

published as an article in The Burning 

Bush. (Volume 12 Number 1, January 

2006) 
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Joseph and His Life of Service 
Ho Xiao Wei 

family to Egypt. In fact, his whole 

life was a service to God. 

Although Joseph never served 
God in any purely religious area, 

he still served the Lord in his 

God-appointed daily vocation. 

This is because he performed his 
roles not apart from the Lord, but 

as unto the Lord. This article will 

look at some instances of 

Joseph’s service to God, from the 
time he served in his father’s 

house to the time he served in 

Pharaoh’s court. From there, we 

will draw some principles that 
can be applied in our own 

Christian service. May Joseph’s 

fine example of service to God be 

one that every Christian will 

emulate. 
 
Be Accountable and Fear God 

 

Firstly, at a tender age of 

seventeen years old, in his 

father’s house where he tended 

the flock alongside his brothers, 
Joseph served with a great sense 

of accountability. When his 

brothers were unfaithful in their 

Introduction 

 

Joseph is one of the only two men 

in the Bible whom the Bible 

records not a single fault. A brief 

survey of Joseph’s life (Gen 37-
50) would lead one to see God’s 

providential hand in it, bringing 

Joseph from his father’s house in 

Canaan to Potiphar’s house, to 
the jail where the king’s prisoners 

were kept, and finally to 

Pharaoh’s court, where he served 

second only to Pharaoh. All these 

were in preparation for the great 
work he was about to do for God 

in God’s redemption plan (Gen 

50:20). Joseph was the prime 

instrument used by God to bring 
Jacob and his family to the womb 

of Egypt, where the children of 

Israel were fed and nurtured, and 

multiplied from seventy five men 
to about two million mouths, 

before Moses led them out of 

Egypt the house of bondage.  

 
However, Joseph’s service to God 

must not be limited only to his 

role in bringing Jacob and his 
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man. This means that he has to 

obey God no matter what, even if 

it is at the expense of the wrath of 

man. Man may make life very 
difficult for the Christian, but he 

must never compromise his faith 

and obedience to God. 

 
Be A Blessing and Good 

Testimony 

 

Secondly, while Joseph served in 
Potiphar’s house, the Lord was 

with Joseph and made all that he 

did to prosper in his hand (Gen 

39:2-3). The Lord blessed even 
the heathen Egyptian’s house for 

Joseph’s sake (Gen 39:5). Joseph 

continued in his honest and 

responsible ways, such that 
Potiphar entrusted all that he had 

to Joseph, trusting him 

completely (Gen 39:6).  

 
From this we learn that the 

Christian can be a great source of 

blessing to others, even to the 

unbelieving world. The best 
blessing the Christian can bring to 

an unbeliever is the Gospel. 

Thus, the Christian must be a 

“walking epistle” for the Lord (2 

Cor 3:3), that others might come 
to believe in Christ. Every 

keeping of the flock, Joseph 

brought unto his father their evil 

report (Gen 37:2). While some 

may think of Joseph’s act as some 
form of backbiting in order to 

gain his father’s favour, it was in 

fact the right thing to do. Joseph 

was his brethren’s keeper, and 
also had to answer to his father 

regarding the state of the flock. 

Hence, in spite of the ill feelings 

his brothers would have toward 
him for exposing their evil 

behaviour, Joseph spoke the 

truth, not fearing what man might 

think of him or do unto him. 

Joseph was a responsible honest 
man of integrity in his service.  

 

Likewise, a Christian in his 

service to God must be honest 
and responsible. He must do 

whatever God has called him to 

do to the best of his abilities, 

serving whole-heartedly, knowing 
that he has to answer to God. He 

must also be his brother’s keeper 

to make sure that his co-labourer 

is performing his duties well, and 
if he is not, the Christian must be 

a source of encouragement or 

rebuke to ensure that he does. 

The Christian in his service to 

God must also fear God above 
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over him (Gen 39:9). Joseph 

knew that even if he could hide 

the matter from man’s eyes, he 

could never hide it from God’s 
piercing gaze. Thus, he never 

abused his master’s trust and 

more importantly, with the fear of 

God in his heart, Joseph never 
sinned against the Lord in this 

incident. He did not yield to the 

temptations that came his way 

during his service. As a result, 
Joseph was placed in prison. This 

example further reiterates the 

principle of being accountable to 

the Lord and having the fear of 

God in one’s heart, as previously 
mentioned in Joseph’s tending of 

his father’s flock. 

 
Depend on God and Glorify 

Him 

 

Thirdly, in Joseph’s interpretation 
of the dreams of Pharaoh’s butler, 

baker and Pharaoh himself, 

Joseph always took care to 

ascribe to God the glory, for he 
acknowledged that it is the Lord 

who gives both the dream and the 

interpretation of it (Gen 40:8; 

41:16). Joseph recognized that he 

had no ability of his own, but it 
was all of the Lord’s doing. 

Christian must shine forth as a 

good testimony for Christ 

wherever he serves, by being 

trustworthy and dependable. It 
must be known that you are a 

Christian. People serving around 

you must be able to see your good 

works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven (Matt 5:16). In 

addition, success in a Christian’s 

service is only possible if the 

Lord’s presence is with him. This 
means that the Christian must 

first of all be where God wants 

him to be. He must choose the 

right area of service, according to 

God’s will, only then will the 
Lord be with him and bless his 

service. It is the Lord’s presence 

with the believer that brings 

success in his service. This 
success may not always be in 

terms of material gain.  

 
Be Conscious of God’s Presence  

 

Joseph’s service in Potiphar’s 

house was brought to an abrupt 

end when Potiphar’s wife accused 
him of trying to rape her. Yet in 

the midst of her continual 

persistent seduction, Joseph was 

always conscious of the Lord’s 
presence and His watchful eye 
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you to be and doing what He has 

called you to do. One’s whole life 

must be a service to God. If God 

has called a Christian to be a 
student, then he ought to serve 

God as a Christian student. If 

God has called a Christian to be a 

businessman, then he ought to 
serve God as a Christian 

businessman. Wherever God has 

placed you in your life, there you 

ought to serve Him. This is done 
by being a good testimony for 

Christ, serving with integrity, 

diligence and humility in the 

Lord’s strength, with the fear of 

God and always seeking to glorify 
His name and witness for Him.  

 

Having considered Joseph’s life 

of service, may each of us take 
some time to reflect on our own 

service to the Lord, be it in the 

church or in our secular 

vocations. If there be any 
shortcomings, 

may we by 

God’s grace 

make an effort 
to change and 

serve Him 

better. 

 

 

Hence, he never tried to rob God 

of the honour due unto His name, 

but mightily exalted His name 

instead.  
 

Likewise, when the Christian 

serves God today, he must realize 

that if he is able to do anything at 
all for the Lord, it is most 

definitely not by his own intellect 

and strength. The ability to serve 

the Lord comes from the Lord 
Himself. Service to God is not by 

might, nor by power, but by 

God’s spirit (Zec 4:6). Except the 

Spirit of the Lord fill a man for 

his service, he cannot serve God. 
Thus, the Christian must not be 

proud and feel that he is 

indispensible. Rather, he must 

always humble himself before the 
Lord, and ask Him for divine 

wisdom and help through prayer. 

Also, the Christian must seek 

every opportunity to magnify the 
name of Christ and witness for 

Him. 

 
Conclusion 

 

From Joseph’s service to God, we 

learn that service to God is not 

just limited to the church. Service 
to God is being where God wants 
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An Interview with Bro Charles Sang 

By God’s grace, Bro Charles has travelled a long way from 

Kenya, Africa to Singapore, to study in FEBC. With the help 
of Shuen Siang, we get to know him better :) 

 

1. Hi Charles, thank you for agreeing to the interview for Water 

Brooks. For a start, can you introduce more about yourself?  

 

Hi, I am a third child. I was born a sinner to a mixed family of a saved 

mother and unsaved father. While young, my parents, especially my 

mother, used to send my siblings and me to Children Sunday school where 

our aunties were teachers. Though I attended the Sunday school almost 

regularly, there was no change within me except my personal strives to be a 

good and obedient boy, especially to my parents. However, my sinful 

condition could not allow me to do so fully.  

As I grew, I began to understand my sinfulness in the light of the 

teachings I had received. But the year 1993 (as I look back now), the Lord 

convicted me of my sins one afternoon while I was with my brother, 

discussing about life. There and then, I saw my hopelessness. Many 

questions that were raised then in my mind were answered by a sermon 

preached on the following Sunday worship service I had attended and that 

was where I received Jesus as my personal Saviour. All praise and thanks 
be unto God through Christ for what He has wrought in my life.  

As for my personal spiritual growth, I have Deuteronomy 10:12-13 as 

my text for the year.  

Other than that, to keep my  

life going in this world,  

my favourite food is ugali and  

mursik (sour milk) and while in  

Singapore, my favourite fruit is  

durian. 
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An Interview with Bro Charles Sang 

(continued...) 

 
2. How was it like trying to settle in Singapore when you first came? 

What were the biggest differences in culture you face? 

 

Well, leaving my home, family, Christian friends and relatives was 

not easy especially knowing that it will take some years before I return. 

Getting to Singapore, it was a mixed reaction. The main difficulties came 

as a result of culture shock and language differences. Singaporeans speak 

Singlish while I speak English affected by my dialect. This situation led to 

miscommunication and misconception on a few occasions.  Secondly, the 

code of dressing greatly varies with my home country. While Singapore is 

more Western, my place, especially where I grew, still remains 

conservative.  

However, these among others were easily overcome by the friendly 

relationship Truth B-P Church and other believers extended to me. With 

God’s help even through them, I tried to understand the culture, language 

and general life here and learn where and how to fit into it.  

 
3. How were you called to serve God in full-time ministry? 

 

My calling to the full time ministry begins with the conversion of my 

father. As the head of the family, he led a brief family worship every 

evening before we go to sleep. It involved singing, sharing, brief 

exhortation and prayer. However, he was handicapped by illiteracy. We 

(my siblings and I) used to read the scriptures to him at our free time. He 

grew spiritually and was elected to serve in a small church in the village 

where most of the old folks were also illiterate.  

His struggle to feed the church was not an easy task for him and us 

who used to read the scriptures to him. His preparation turned to be a 

Bible discussion time as we all tried to understand the scriptures. His 

struggle as an illiterate person left a burden in my heart for by God’s 

grace, we are privileged to be literate. When I joined secondary school, I 
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An Interview with Bro Charles Sang 

(continued...) 

 
had a desire to join Bible school after the completion of my studies but 

this was only a transient thing. My backsliding in secondary school till 

my second year in Polytechnic did not allow me to do so but instead, I 

pursued another career.  
However, while in my third year in Polytechnic after coming back to 

the Lord, the same burden came with much intensity. This led me to 

promise God that if it is His will, to let me pass my exams. However, it 

was not an easy thing to leave everything in order to go for full-time 

ministry. The job I had secured did not give me any joy until in 

December 2004, when I made my application to Bomet Bible Institute 

and began my studies in January 2005. 
 

4. Were you already serving in your home Church when you received 

the call? What areas of service were you serving in? 

 

Yes, I served in the Children Sunday school and Youth Ministry. These 

areas also helped me to understand my inability and inadequacy to serve 

and thus stirred up the urge to train for full-time service.  
 

5. Can you share with us the joys and blessings you have received 

while serving God? 

 

For sure there are many blessings for serving the Lord. Here are only 

two, to name a few. First and foremost is the spiritual blessing that comes 

while preparing sermons or Bible lessons. This first one helps keep our 

spiritual growth in addition to maintaining our quiet time. In the personal 

preparation to serve, especially in the ministry of the Word, I first partake 

of the joys of understanding the scriptures and its blessings upon 

obedience. Without this joy and blessing, the whole preaching can hardly 

bless others too. This explains the reason as to why the moment a 

preacher of God’s Word ceases in his spiritual growth, the whole 
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An Interview with Bro Charles Sang 

(continued...) 

 congregation begins to cease to grow through his ministry and vice versa.  

Secondly, it is a great joy and blessing to see people transformed and 
grow through the ministry of the Word. It is wonderfully joyful to see 

young people grow in the church and stand firm in the faith despite the 

many temptations they encounter in the world  as well as the whole 

church transformed to be a good witness of God’s goodness and grace in 

the society.  

 
6. How will you encourage those who are feeling lethargic in service 

to continue serving God?  

 

Quitting service is not the solution because of two basic reasons. 

Firstly, the cause of lethargy is not the service but one’s poor personal 

relationship with Christ. In fact, service should be a blessing and not a 

burden that kicks one out of serving his/her Saviour. Secondly, every 

believer is saved to serve God. We have left our service to the world and 

Satan to serve the living and true God (1 Thes 1:9).  

The solution is to repent of the sins that have crept into our hearts that 

quench our love for God, His Word, and people. It is important to pray 

that the Lord will search our hearts for the sins that we may repent of 

them as soon as possible. In addition, allow the ministry of the Word 

under the working of the Holy Spirit to purify us and build us in Christ. 
 

7. Any last words to the YAFers? 

 

YAF age is the time to make many important decisions in life that can 

either build or destroy our future. Thus, may we in this New Year resolve 

to walk closer with our God that every  

decision we make will be God’s desire for us.  
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What Are Your Thoughts on Service in Truth BPC? 
Here are some thoughts from fellow YAFers... 

Benard Too 

 

Praise and thanks be to God for the salvation He has given through Jesus. 

If it had not been the Lord I would not be enjoying the joy of salvation I 

now have. My stay in Truth BP Church has been a great blessing. The 

preaching of the word of God every Sunday besides the group fellowships 

has moved me more closer to my God. The evangelism in obedience to 

Christ’s great commission has been enjoyable. Though at times the 

message may not be welcomed, we still rejoice because our Master was 

also rejected by those who desired damnation than life. My participation 

in the church choir has encouraged me to study and understand more of 

music and how to sing especially hymns for the glory of God. May the 

Lord continue to bless Truth BP Church, the pastor, and all the full time 

servants together with other departmental leaders and representatives, that 

we may continue to encourage one another in God’s words.  
Hebrews 10: 25 “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching.” 

Chaowei 

 

As a child of God, we are all called to 

serve Him. Each member in the body of 

Christ has a function to play. 2011 was 

the first year I served in Church as 

an usher (once a month) and it has been 

a privilege to serve Him. God has never 

desired that I serve Him because I feel 
like I have to. Instead, He wants me to 

find joy in serving Him. May we be 

reminded to be faithful and willing in 

serving Him, to the glory of His Name. 
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Charles K. Sang 

 

“Sweet Hour of Prayer” 

 

Communion with God in Prayer is one of the believer’s best time. It grows 

even sweeter when brethren of the same mind, heart and spirit gather 

together every Wednesday night to pray as a church. It is a great joy when 

believers know that it is an essential area where the power of the Church 

rests in both her purpose and ministries. 
 

Nonetheless, it is not without any challenge. The common one comes 

when we are too tired because of our busy day that sometimes we are 

tempted to come to meet the King unprepared. 

 

Thus, may we all not only treasure this sweet Hour of Prayer but also may 

the words of Christ’s gentle rebuke to His three disciples sound fresh in our 

inner ears saying, “Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation, the spirit 

indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41 

 

Xiao Wei 

Service is one of the greatest privileges God has given to me. He does not 

need me to serve Him, but He, in spite of my many weaknesses and 

failures, chooses to use me. What an honor God has bestowed upon lowly 

creatures like us, as to make us fit to partake of His work. Sometimes I 

forget this fact, and treat certain areas of service as a drudgery. I have not 

served Him always to the best of my ability, and I have often lacked joy 

when I serve Him. May God help each one of us to always remember the 

privilege of service. 
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Shuen Siang 

 

We are saved to serve. This 

is a commonly heard 

phrase echoed by many 

people. I believe that when 

one knows and 

understands what his 

salvation entails, there is 

no reason for the person 

not to want to serve His 

Lord, God. Thank God for 

enabling me to serve Him 
in various ministries of the 

Church. Serving God is a 

commitment that will take 

up time and energy but the 

joy and blessings that 

follow, more than makes 

up for them. Serving God 

is a time of exercising our 

faith in Him and an 

opportunity for us to 

depend on Him for 

wisdom, strength and 

grace. As sinful man, we 

fail at times even in 

service. But it is at 

moments like these that we 

see God at work, making 

right our wrongs that 

things turn out for good in 

the end. Such are the 

encouragement and lessons 
God gives us when we 

serve Him. Thank God. 

Esther 

Serving in Sunday School as a teacher 

has been a journey coupled with a lot of 
fear, but at the same time, blessings. 

Fear, because I fear to be unfaithful, 

and to teach amiss. I will never forget 

how I was deeply imprinted with the 

reminder from Mark 9:42 "And 

whosoever shall offend one of these little ones 

that believe in me, it is better for him that a 

millstone were hanged about his neck, and 

he were cast into the sea." I think I was 

taught this during one of the teacher's 
retreats or during one of the church 

camps.  

 

However, at the same time, I have 

learnt a lot. Thank God for faithful 
brethren in Christ who are willing to 

give feedback and also point out my 

errors. I also learn that I must be 

humble to accept the rebuke and to 
make up for my errors by explaining to 

the children clearly again where I could 

have taught wrongly.  

 
Indeed, the teaching of God's word is 

such a heavy responsibility. Each time I 

serve, I pray that God will make me 

realise how weak I am and how much I 
need His spirit's guidance in pointing 

me to understand and teach God's word 

rightly.  
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Sara 

I grew up in a church which emphasized lots on service and I thank God 

for that. We are saved to serve. We are taught on how to serve and to keep 

on serving despite being down. And in His own good time, I was 

introduced to the Bible-Presbyterian churches, which emphasized why we 

ought to serve. 

 

Through various service, whether it be in the front (such as leading a 

committee) or at the back (such as sermon notes taker, administrative 
duties, etc), I have learnt much about God and His love for me and His 

people. How so? We are sinners saved by grace. Each in different stages of 

maturity and preferences. Sparks fly when parties within the group refuse 

to agree. It’s through such conflicts that I was forced to examine myself 

and seek repentance from God. I have learnt that many things that I felt is 

important, is actually not that important after all. I have learnt that the 

souls of the people we are serving for and serving with, are more important 

than personal preferences. Doctrinal truths and the biblical manner in 

doing things (such as evangelism and worship) must be held on to, but 

personal preferences cannot be treated as dogma.  

 

When I see my weaknesses exposed (even just to myself) during service, I 

see even more God’s love for me, for despite and in spite of me, He still 

loves me and even more incredibly, He still wants me to serve Him. 

Service is an honor. It is a privilege given by the Master to His servants. 

And every time I serve, I am blessed. When I was serving in the YAF 

Exco, those were blessed years of getting to know others in the exco better 

and working together as a team. And when I saw how God provided for 

speakers, finance, venues, etc, I was reminded so much of His providence 

and care for even all these little things. Our great God.  

 

Serve. It is one great means to learn more about God, ourselves and how 
to apply biblical truth, such as loving others, even when they don’t see 

exactly what we mean. And it is also only right to serve the King of kings 

and the Lord of lords who loved us so much that He sent His only 

begotten Son to die for us, with our whole heart, soul and mind. He 

deserves our all. ☺ 
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Karen Lee 

I thank the Lord for giving me many opportunities to serve Him after He 

made me a child of His four years ago. To be able to serve the Lord is my 

privilege, knowing that it is not because I am inherently good in myself or 

that I possess a brilliant mind or special talents that make my service 

acceptable, but that it is solely because of what the Lord has done for me. 

If the criteria for the Lord’s service is an inherent goodness, a brilliant 

mind or special talents, I truly have none of them. Thank God that Jesus 

Christ came to save me by His life, death and resurrection, and called me 
out of darkness into His marvelous light, that I should serve sin no more 

but my living Saviour. Thank God that though I have no special talents or 

merits that I may boast about, God is gracious to give each of His children 

at least one spiritual gifts that they may use in His service for the work of 

the ministry, and for the edification of His people, and because I have been 

washed in His blood, hands tainted no more with sin, even a simple act of 

offering one a cup of water in His Name will be remembered and rewarded 

by Him (Matt 10:42). The Lord is good – to have saved me, and to 

empower such a weak vessel like me to do something for the cause of the 

Almighty God, wherever He places me, and to accept the deed done in His 

Name, with clean hands and pure hearts, no matter how small and 

insignificant it may be in the eyes of men. 

 

With more opportunities to serve as the years go by, and with increased 

knowledge of the One whom I am serving, and of my own weaknesses, I 

see how unworthy and undeserving I really am to serve Him—He being 

such a great God, me so small, and so small in so many ways. I often 

could not comprehend how an Almighty God and a God who is most holy 

would be pleased to use finite man, limited in many ways, and often times 

very weak to do His holy work. For instance, one may be given the 

privilege to teach God’s Word in the teaching ministry and may do his 

level best to ensure that he prepares and delivers God’s Word faithfully 
and accurately, but as best as the human teacher may be, he is still not 

infallible, and he is not serving with a heart that is sinlessly perfect. Yet, 

despite all these, the Lord is gracious to use finite and weak man, and to 

provide him with every help needed to serve Him rightly. Ought not we, 

then, see service as a privilege and serve the Lord humbly, and with a 
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Serene 

Hindsight is the best sight: Serving in the Translation Ministry 

 

Thank God now I understand why I was in a Chinese congregation for 

about six years, enduring the loneliness due to lack of fellowship with 

people of my age group. I followed my stepmom to the church in the 

Chinese congregation. Most of the folks were either married with young 

children or the young children themselves.  

 
The Lord in His time led me to another church and then to Calvary 

Jurong, but after six long years. Looking back, it was reading the Chinese 

Bible and hearing Chinese preaching  that greatly helped me to be do 

translation now. Of course there is also the love for the Chinese language 

that God gave me since secondary school days. 

 

I enjoy serving Him in this ministry and wonder if some day He might 

send me to China! All in His time and will. Meanwhile, may I be faithful 

in the areas He has given me to serve. I realize that service is a means of 

grace, it is an important way to help us grow in grace and knowledge of 

Jesus. Thank God for this privilege!  

(continued) 

heart that fears Him and one that is constrained by His love? May we not 

serve the Lord out of vain glory, and rob God of His glory, when it is the 
Lord who is the One who gives us the privilege to serve, and it is Him 

who enables us to do so. May we always seek to actively encourage and 

help others in the service of our Saviour, and labour alongside with them, 

to spend and be spent for the cause of Christ.  
 

1 Samuel 12:24 “Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your 

heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you.” 

 

I pray that the Lord will help me to grow in His grace and knowledge, to 

learn of His ways and to be diligent student of His Word, that I may serve 

Him rightly, and to do so not by mere externality but by my life. May the 

Lord be pleased to help the weak me. 
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Emerson 

 

I would like to share about my experience serving in the Truth 

Children’s Fellowship (TCF). In a few months time, TCF would be 5 

years old and I thank God for the privilege of serving in this ministry. 

TCF meets every week during the school term and each time we meet 

we would recite the theme verse Deuteronomy 6:5 “And thou shalt love 

the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

might.” This may be a simple verse to memorise, but its implications 

are tremendous. How am I able to serve in TCF such that the children 

whom I come into contact with will be able to love God better with all 

their heart, soul and mind? Truly it is only by God’s grace and nothing 

good in me. The theme is not only a good reminder to the children, but 

also for me as I serve in this ministry. A reminder that I must serve 

God with all my heart, soul, mind and even strength. It is so easy to be 

caught up in just doing the physical work and forget to involve the 

heart, or to be so “zealous” but in the wrong manner. 

 

I began my journey is TCF by serving as a Games i/c. The role of the 

Games i/c is to conduct meaningful and interesting games for the 

children (which is usually the last activity for the TCF meeting). When 

the activities are conducted well, it is a joy to see how the children can 

apply God’s word in the games and to enjoy themselves in the process. 

As time went on, I was assigned to the primary department (pri 1-3) to 

aid the children in their learning during counsel time. It was through 

these times that my interaction with the children grew. Sister Audrey 

was the department leader and she diligently prepared worksheets 

weekly. By God’s timing and providence, sister Audrey approached me 

to help in the crafting of the weekly worksheets. Through her guidance, 

I learnt how to create worksheets that would help the children 

remember the messages better. From this experience, I see the 

importance of helping our co-labourers to grow in service, and I hope 

to do like wise in the coming days.  
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Franco 

 

I thank God for salvation so free and so rich in my Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. When I was a very young Christian, I was very sensitive to my 

duties as a Christian, in my personal walk, in evangelism or to serve in 

different ministries in the Church. But as the years went by, as the many 

cares and concerns of this life crept in, God’s service became more difficult, 

more time-consuming, more burdensome and even at times, less important. 
It took a lot of reflections and repentance to get out of that mindset and 

attitude, to the point that it is still a struggle today. 

The things that I have learnt about service to the Lord are as follows: 

1. I was saved to serve Him. Ephesians 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 

we should walk in them.” 

2. I am equipped to do it through the scriptures.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 

may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 

3. I am God’s channel for His greater purposes. Romans 6:13 “Neither 
yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 

yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members 

as instruments of righteousness unto God.” 

4. I will be judged, one day, by my maker. 1 Cor 3:12-15 

5. It is a joy to serve God. Psalms 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: 

yea, thy law is within my heart.” 

I do pray, that in my pilgrim’s journey to the Celestial City, I will cling on 

to Jesus, all the way. 

(continued) 

By serving in TCF I had learnt the importance of personal example, for 

the children are greatly influenced by the examples of the adults and 

teachers. It is also a great joy to see the students grow in faith of 

knowledge of God and I hope that more would come and serve in this 

area so that we may all love the LORD with all our heart, soul and 

mind. 



 

 

   

Other Articles on Service 
Do take time to read these other articles readily available online as well :) 

1. The Two Talents (Charles Spurgeon) 

http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/0175.htm 

 

2. Christ the Example of Ministers (Jonathan Edwards) 

http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/example.htm 

 

Upcoming Event! 

WATER BROOKS VOLUME 6 ISSUE 2 

YAF Retreat 2012 

16 - 18 March 
Theme: Zealous of Good Works (Titus 2: 14) 

Venue: Aloha Changi Fairy Point Chalet 2 

Speaker: Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy 

 

Retreat is a time to Reflect on how we have been and to Resolve to do better for 

the LORD 
 

Book your leave early!  
 


