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EDITORIAL
By Haw Shuen Siang

D

ear YAFers,
We thank God for the
successful publication of
another issue of Water
Brooks. It has not been easy coming
up with this issue. The publication
subcom is truly glad to pull through
and complete this. All by God’s
grace.
The last weekend of October is a
special and meaningful weekend for
us. It is a time for us to remember the
16th century Reformation. 31 October
1517 was the date that Martin Luther
nailed his 95 theses, sparking the
reformation work. Living now in the
21st century, we must be thankful to
be enjoying the fruits of the work that
resulted in countless deaths of men
and women, put to death for their
new-found faith.
And so we look back at the
Reformation. In this issue, you will
find testimonies from Pr Joshua Yong,
Sis Eileen Chee and Sis Serene Lee.
They will be sharing on their thoughts
and lessons learnt from the FEBC
Reformation tours which they had
been able to attend. Pastor Dennis
then tells us that, moving on now, we
are part of the 21st century movement.
The battle for our faith is certainly not
over yet!

We thank God for bringing two new
friends to our YAF (since the
publication of the previous issue of
Water Brooks). We get to know Bun
Kouy and Lukas better through an
interview with them.
Happy reading! God bless.

MY REFORMATION
PILGRIMAGE TESTIMONY

By Pr Joshua Yong

F

or some, the Reformation
is something we would
hear about once a year.
Some would have known
a little bit more about the history of
the Reformation. For others, they
have studied the Reformation in
greater detail, through classes, books
and videos. Whether we are familiar
with the Reformation, which took
place nearly 500 years ago, the
Reformation is a very important event
in history that must continue to have
an impact on us even today; both on a
church and personal level.
Martin Luther - Wittenberg
When we think of the Reformation,
we cannot help but think of what
happened on the 31st October 1517.
On that day, Martin Luther nailed his
95 these, rejecting the practice of
indulgences, on the castle-church door
in Wittenberg. This castle-church
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which was called “All Saints
Church,” was the chapel annexing the
university in Wittenberg. It was
believed that in that church was kept
around 19,000 relics collected by
Frederick III.

" – the castle-church
“All Saints Church
Church"
in Wittenberg undergoing renovation

31st October was the eve of “All
Saints Day” (1st November). On “All
Saints Day”, the Roman Catholic
Church would venerate relics of saints
and martyrs; large crowds would
gather to view these relics, believing
that by venerating these relics, they
may find pardon for sins committed.
Taking opportunity of the people who
will gather, Martin Luther nailed his
95 theses the day before “All Saints
Day.”

The castle-church door of Wittenberg
Fun Facts: Wittenberg means “White
Mountain,” the name could describe the
mountain of knowledge, as it was the centre
of learning in the days of Martin Luther. It
was then the best place in Europe to study
Theology, Music and Law.

As was the custom in those days,
when a scholar wanted to call for a
public debate, they will post the items
to be discussed on the university’s
door. Luther was calling anyone who
was willing to discuss these issues
raised. On that same day, handwritten copies were also sent to the
Archbishop who was in charge of
indulgences. Within two months,
these theses which were written in
Latin were translated and copied and
were spread throughout Europe. This
sparked off the Reformation in
Europe.
But who is Martin Luther? Who was
this man who dared to stand against
the most powerful religious and
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political organisation in his time? One
of the most sobering thought
throughout this trip was the thought of
how God prepared the right man at
the right time to do His work. Before
what happened in 1517, let us see
how God had prepared Luther before
that.
Martin Luther – Erfurt
Erfurt was a nice, quiet but affluent
town in Germany. Its strategic
location and fertile land meant that it
was an economically thriving town.
Erfurt traded with woad through
which blue dye was produced.
Martin Luther was born in 1483 in
Eisleben, but in 1501, he began his
studies in the university of Erfurt,
graduating with his master’s degree in
1505. In 1505, Luther was about to
continue his pursuit in the study of
law, but when his life was spared
during a severe thunderstorm, he gave
up his academic pursuit to become a
monk in an Augustinian monastery in
Erfurt.

Volume 10 Issue 1

The monks lived a very strict life.
They gave themselves solely to prayer
and to work. Their day would begin at
2 am where they would head from the
dorm to the church to pray. They had
a chapter room where every day, a
chapter of the rules of the order of the
Augustinian monks were read to them.
The more rules you have, the more
rules you will break. Life for these
monks had always been, “I do
something wrong, I must be
punished.”
Being a monk, Luther thought that he
could receive forgiveness of his sins
through the confessional. But at the
confessional, each sin must be
confessed and as a perfectionist, he
often would spend hours confessing
minor sins, worried that he might
forget one sin. He wrote, “Sometimes
my confessor said to me when I
repeatedly discussed silly sins with
him, ‘You are fool. Man, God is not
angry with you, but you are angry
with God.’” Once Luther was so filled
with the guilt of his sins that he
whipped himself until he nearly died.
It was in the midst of this struggle to
find peace where he studied the
Scriptures and he read Romans 1:17“For therein is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to faith: as it
is written, The just shall live by faith.”
It was there where Luther testified
that he felt he was “altogether born
again.”

Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt. Luther
lived there from 1505-1511
1505-1511..

One thought that comes to mind in the
testimony of Martin Luther – God
prepares the instruments He will use.
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We often say that God can use anyone
no matter how weak to do His work
and fulfill His will. Yet God has also
chosen and prepared men in history,
bestowed upon them talents and gifts,
and used these men of discipline and
faithfulness for His service. Luther
had to go through the experiences of
his inability and failure to find peace
and salvation through works; the
education he received in Erfurt; the
discipline instilled in him in the
monastery; these were all God’s
preparation of Luther. While God has
used committed and faithful men like
Luther in the past, this also caused me
to think upon the need for us to
remain consecrated and faithful in
God’s service.
I pondered upon the influence that
Luther was living under when he was
in Germany and how the Lord could
deliver and free Luther, who was so
steeped in Roman Catholicism. For all
the brilliance and dedication of Luther,
on his own he could not do anything
to find peace. But he found peace and
deliverance simply through the study
and belief of God’s Word. This was
indeed God’s great mercy and
working. How were the people going
to break from the hold of the Catholic
Church? This reminds us of another
reformer whom God prepared and
used. This was one whom the Lord
freed from the grasped of the Catholic
Church, simply through the study of
God’s Word.
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St Mary
Mary’’s Cathedral, where Luther was
07
ordained as a Priest in 15
1507

John Calvin – Geneva, Strasbourg
John Calvin was born in Noyon,
France in 1509. God used him as the
theologian of the Reformation. With
the patronage of a wealthy French
family, Calvin studied in a college in
Paris before entering the university of
Orleans to study law and later to
Bourges to spend time in classical
studies. It was there he also studied
Greek which allowed him to study the
New Testament.
In 1533, John Calvin came under the
conviction of sin through the study of
Scripture. He wrote of the long
spiritual struggle he experienced
before finding peace and salvation in
the Lord Jesus Christ through the
studies of Scriptures - possibly
through the reading of passages like
Psalm 120.
Being persecuted in France, Calvin
fled to Basel where he completed the
Institutes of the Christian Religion in
1536, in Latin. He then went back to
Paris, France for a while where after
facing further persecution there he set
off for Strasbourg to find refuge there.
Due to the maneuver of military
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forces he was forced to stop by
Geneva. It was there he met another
French reformer, William Farel.

Reformation Monument in Geneva
Four important reformers: William Farel,
John Calvin, Theodore Beza, and John Knox.

It was there where Farel, persuaded
Calvin to stay in Geneva to reform the
church there. Calvin testified: “Then
Farel, who was working with
incredible zeal to promote the gospel,
bent all his efforts to keep me in the
city. And when he realized that I was
determined to study in privacy in
some obscure place, and saw that he
gained nothing by entreaty, he
descended to cursing, and said that
God would surely curse my peace if I
held back from giving help at a time
of such great need. Terrified by his
words, and conscious of my own
timidity and cowardice, I gave up my
journey and attempted to apply
whatever gift I had in defense of my
faith.” Calvin would minister in
Geneva from 1536-1538.
Facing struggles with the libertines in
Geneva, Calvin was kicked out of
Geneva. Martin Bucer then invited
Calvin to pastor a church in
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Strasbourg, which Calvin accepted.
From 1538 to 1541, he pastored the
church in Strasbourg. Before going
back to Geneva again in 1541.

Strasbourg, a beautiful city where Calvin
wanted to spend time in quiet study

The church Calvin pastored in Strasbourg

Strasbourg Cathedral

In contrast to the simple reformed
church, which Calvin pastored, we
noticed throughout this trip how grand
and elaborate the Roman Catholic
Cathedrals were. We can imagine the
kind of hold the Catholic Church had
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on the lives of the people then.
Whether the one in Erfurt, or
Wittenberg, in France, Strasbourg, the
Catholic Church spent a lot of money
to build these cathedrals.
One of the reasons why the Catholic
churches spend the time and effort to
do all this is because they wanted to
appeal to all the senses of the people –
sight, sound (organ), touch, smell.
Our guide shared that in the days of
the Reformation, the people were less
educated, more naïve, and poorer.
They were never exposed to grandiose
like this and seeing the grand sight of
these churches; they thought they
were brought closer to God.
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in the coffer clings, the soul from
purgatory springs.” The sale of
indulgences angered Luther. He saw it
as corruption within the Church. This
led to the nailing of his 95 these on
the castle-church door in Wittenberg.
At the invitation of Luther, a certain
young man, Philip Melancthon, was
invited to be he became a professor at
the university in Wittenberg when he
was only 21 years old. He would
become Luther’s co-labourer and
friend.

The question this brings us to is:
where did the Catholic Church get the
money to build all these churches?
The answer was in the sale of
indulgences. This brings us back to
Wittenberg.
Luther – Wittenberg, Lutherhause
(Luther house)
In 1511, Luther moved from Erfurt to
Wittenberg to be a professor in
Theology in the university there. He
stayed in an Augustinian Monastery
which would later be dissolved. It was
then the struggle with the Catholic
Church began.
The Catholic church, in order to
finance the building of St Peter’s
basilica in Rome, commissioned a
man named John Tetzel, who went
around selling indulgences with a
jingle he sang – “as soon as the coin

Philip Melancthon

We were reminded in this trip that
God did not just use one man in the
work of the Reformation. Just as
Daniel had his three friends, so Luther
had others who co-laboured with him.
God used different men to play
different roles. Some were well
known by many, others were
unknown village preachers who
served faithfully where God has
placed them.
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Another important aspect of the
Reformation was the reformation of
the family. Personal reformation is as
important as the reformation of the
church. Luther saw the need to reform
the family as well. He wrote several
texts on the married life. Luther
married Katharina Von Bora a
runaway nun in 1525 in the church in
Wittenberg. The Reformation must
also be a reformation of the personal
life.
Luther - Worms
Having nailed his 95 these, in 1521,
Luther was summoned by the Roman
Catholic church to the Diet of Worms.
A diet was formal deliberative
assembly, where Luther was called
upon to answer for his writings.
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The reformers were men of conviction
who stood for what they believed is
God’s truth based on Scripture and
their conscience, at the expense of
their own safety and life.
As we think about convictions, we
cannot help but think of men like John
Hus who came years before Luther.
John Hus was a pre-reformer who,
because of the preaching of the
Gospel, was tried and burned at the
stake in the council of Constance in
1415. This was how strong their
convictions in the truth of the
Scripture were. How important it is
for our conviction to rest upon the
foundation of God’s Word.

John Hus was here sentenced to die
because he would not recant.

Martin Luther – Wartburg Castle
In this diet, Luther was asked if he
was ready to recant his writings on the
Reformation. It was there he declared,
“Unless I am convinced by the
testimony of the Scriptures or by clear
reason…, I am bound by the
Scriptures I have quoted and my
conscience is captive to the Word of
God. I cannot and will not recant
anything, since it is neither safe nor
right to go against conscience. May
God help me. Amen.”

In 1522, on the way back from the
diet of Worms, Martin Luther was
kidnapped by his protector, Frederick
the wise, to the Wartburg Castle.
There, Luther translated the New
Testament from Greek into German in
11 weeks. The reformers lived in very
urgent times, not knowing when the
next day would be the last, they
strived diligently in God’s work. The
reformers saw the importance of
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God’s Word in the lives of the
believers. This was one theme that
kept repeating throughout this trip.
We are indeed so privileged to have
the Bible that we can open and read
today. It was the power of the Word
of God that fuelled the Reformation.
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bringing about this spiritual
reawakening in the church. Personally,
it has been a profound experience of
witnessing God’s absolute
sovereignty throughout history.

Lord
Lord’’s Day service by the River Rhine

Wartburg Castle

Conclusion
Throughout this trip, we witnessed
God’s Providence - both in history
and in the present. How God prepared
and used the right people for His work
at His own timing. How the printing
press were invented. How these
reformers came to their understanding
of God’s Word independently yet at
the same time is a testimony to God’s
work in history. Every day today, we
still witness God’s providence. God’s
protection during the trip; good
weather throughout the trip; the
guides provided for; bad weather
preventing us from ascending the
Alps. More importantly, the lessons
that were so relevant to us learned
during this trip. Convictions
challenged and strengthened.

Swiss Alps with cows grazing

lm 46:1
-5 – “God is our refuge and
Psa
Psalm
46:1-5
strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the
earth be removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the midst of
the sea; Though the waters thereof roar
and be troubled, though the mountains
shake with the swelling thereof. Selah.
There is a river, the streams whereof
shall make glad the city of God, the holy
place of the tabernacles of the most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not
be moved: God shall help her, and that
right early.”

Mere words will not justify the
splendour of God’s great work in
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REFORMATION REFLECTIONS

By Eileen Chee

P

eople who love to listen to
stories will love church
history; and people who
love God, His word and
His children will love church history.
Church history is this one big epic
story that demands to be retold over
and over again. Generations after
generations must pass on these
beloved accounts, as well as continue
their part in the writing of church
history. For me, the story of the
church has always had this strong
hold over me. I do not mind listening
umpteeneth times to the faithful
exploits of the dear old saints. When
FEBC announced that there was a
Reformation tour (and for that, her
very first Reformation Tour), I knew I
had to go for it, even if it meant I had
to be on a shoestring budget.
Nevertheless, thank God for His kind
provision!
I admit I was thrilled at the prospect
of going to Europe as well. It is a land
so distant that I thought I could only
read in books or watch on television. I
was keen to learn more about the
European culture, taste their foods
and hear people speaking German and
French for myself. I regretted not
being more well-informed on the
modern history of Germany, France
and Switzerland, for that would have
helped me to appreciate these places
better. However one thing for certain
is that, despite their glorious history,
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these countries have long forsaken
biblical and traditional Christianity.
There is little or no thought of religion
and God. I can see that the people are
comfortable with their lives and desire
not to think about the reality after
death. I wonder -at which point in
history did the effects of the 16th
Century Reformation die off
permanently? What had swallowed up
the good fruits? This is something that
I should have been more conscious
about during the trip. However, I do
see that Bible-Presbyterianism in
Singapore would also come to nought
if my present generation (and of the
future) continue to love the world
more than God's word. We would
have nothing for the next generation
to inherit except sin and apostasy. It is
a scary thought, especially in the light
of a spiritually darkened Germany,
France and Switzerland.
Slowly, the excitement gave place to
contemplation. As stories of the
Reformers were told and discussed, I
could not help but think about my life
and how I have been serving God.
Martin Luther, John Calvin and
Ulrich Zwingli could do so much for
God because they had given their
whole lives to God so unreservedly.
Not only did God bless them with
spiritual gifts, He also granted them
the grace to help them improve on
their gifts by and by. They used their
gifts for God's glory – to build up
God's people and promote His truths.
Their wives were also godly and
gifted women who gave their all to
doing God's work, albeit quietly at
their own homes. The point is, God
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uses greatly those who surrender their
entire being - energy, intellect, spirit
to Him to use. I know I am holding
back much from God. I struggle to be
wholly at His disposal, yet also
desiring to be more used and more
effective in the place He has called
me to serve.
In a trip that has a theme in history, it
is inevitable for us to visit museums.
Even though I have not visited a
single museum in Singapore, I know I
enjoy museums very much and so
indeed I really enjoyed the visits at
the museums there! I reckon they are
better than textbooks? By the way,
most of the museums we went to have
much to do with Martin Luther. This
could be due to the fact that Germany
still recognises and respects Martin
Luther as her national hero even till
today. At Wittenberg, we had
Lutherhaus where the personal and
public life of Martin Luther was well
told through its exhibits. Then at
Erfurt, we could then see for
ourselves the kind of monastic life
Luther lived, whereas at the castle of
Wartburg, we glimpsed at his study
room where he confined himself to a
diligent translation of the Scriptures.
For something more than Martin
Luther, the International Museum of
the Reformation at Geneva would be
a good place. In fact, it devotes a few
sections to John Calvin. Still, I wished
John Calvin were alive. He spoke so
little of himself in his writings. I
would love to ask him personally how
he lived out his emblem of a burning
heart offered up to God despite his
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many weaknesses and limitations.
What kind of a situation was he in
when he designed and drew the
emblem? How did he know where
God wanted him to serve? How did he
find time to study the Scriptures?
What was his method when he studied
God's word? I just have so many
questions for the Reverend John
Calvin.
The Alps in Switzerland was my
favourite place in the entire trip. At
the moment the sight of the towering
snow-capped mountains entered my
vision, my heart was immediately
lifted up to remember and adore our
Creator God. I finally understood
what “hushed with wonder” meant.
Not only did the mountains bear their
witness to God, the sparkling waters,
lush greenery and pretty flowers all
around also joined in to give their
testimonies! Not only do they tell me
that God has made them, they also tell
me how lovingly God takes care of
them. “Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they toil not, neither
do they spin: and yet I say unto you,
that even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these” (Matt
6:28-29). How much more God has
been taking care of me, and will
continue to care for me and provide
for me!
If all these could already take my
breath away, I cannot imagine how
awed I would be when I stand in the
presence of the glorious Christ one
day. No wonder the angelic beings
and saints “rest not day and night,
saying Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
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Almighty, which was, and is, and is to
come” (Rev 4:8). Being reminded that
I belong to a great and Almighty God
who is also my Redeemer, Father and
Master, why should I withhold myself
from Christ and still have a part of my
heart remain in the world?
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2nd REFORMATION
PILGRIMAGE (ENGLAND &
SCOTLAND) AND MY THREE
KNOTS

By Serene Lee
Chinese Knot （中国结）

This Reformation trip has been
beneficial to me. I now appreciate
church history more and am inspired
to study this subject further, not just
to know it generally. Church history
encourages me tremendously, for it
shows that God has never ceased to
care for the Church. He raised up men,
used and helped them to fight His
battles. He the Sovereign God turns
the hearts of kings and ruler, scholars
and peasants, priests and clergymen
whithersoever He will. Church history
glorifies God.

Protestant Reformer John Calvin and his
emblem-- "My Heart I Offer to You Lord,
Promptly and Sincerely."

Firstly, let me say that these knots are
positive and not negative. Each knot
represents something close to my
heart and which I believe is God-given.
Thank God for this 2nd Reformation
Pilgrimage, which reminded me of
my Chinese Knot. We visited Oxford
and Cambridge universities where
reformers such as William Tyndale,
John and Charles Wesley, George
Whitefield, Thomas Cranmer, Hugh
Latimer and Nicholas Ridley were from.
I had my first deep impression of
Cambridge from my Chinese Knot – a
Chinese Poet, Xu Zhi Mo （徐志摩）
wrote a beautiful poem on Cambridge
about bidding farewell to this
charming place. (You may read this
poem and the English translation at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%B
E%90%E5%BF%97%E6%91%A9)
It is a joy to be able to visit this place
which I first learned of back in my
secondary school days. It is a greater
joy still to see the place where faithful
servants of God gathered together at
the ‘White Horse Tavern’ to discuss
Luther’s writings and Erasmus’
recently completed Greek New
Testament. This proves to be the
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“kindling fire for the larger English
Reformation as a whole”.
English Knot （英国结）
My English Knot started from the
poem on Cambridge in seed form –
how beautiful the poet painted that
place – that he is willing to be a
waterweed in the flow of the River
Cam! In my heart, the desire to visit
England germinated. But it was after
my O-level and later A-level that it
grew strong and I wanted to go
England for further studies. So I
applied for various scholarships but it
was not God’s will.
So I was especially grateful that after
these many years, the Lord granted
my wish to visit this land which from
my teenage years, I had wanted to go.
The gratitude was deeper because it
was not just a tour but a pilgrimage,
with spiritual significance, and not
simply sight-seeing. How good is the
Lord we adore and worship! He
satisfied my English Knot in such a
wonderful way!

Volume 10 Issue 1

Museum, the Wesley Chapel and
Museum, the Cowper and Newton
Museum, the John Bunyan Museum,
the William Carey Museum, the John
Knox House and Museum, the
universities of Oxford and Cambridge,
the Scottish cities of St Andrew’s and
Edinburgh and many churches and
other places. Every place gave me a
glimpse of the history and the life of
the people involved, teaching me of
their faith and the faithfulness of God.
One little room in the John Wesley
House moved me deeply – it was just
a small room with an open Bible on a
small table and a small kneeling stool
in front of it. It struck me that it was
how John Wesley read his Bible – in a
kneeling position. What devotion and
reverence! And what a lesson and
rebuke to me. I pray and hope to love
the Word of God as he loved it.
In the Museum of Metholism were
many exhibits, including signs
showing “John Wesley’s instructions
on hymn singing” which I find to be
very good reminders:

Christian Knot （基督结）
This is the knot that envelopes all
knots. Although this knot came later
than the previous two knots in my life
chronology (I was saved during my
Junior College days), it is the most
important. It defines who I am; it
explains my life, my purpose, and my
chief end. And it is what this trip is all
about.
We visited many places: the
Westminster Abbey, the British
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The Cowper and Newton Museum
also left a deep impression on me. I
love the hymns by Cowper
(pronounced as ‘Cooper’): These is a
Fountain, God Moves in a Mysterious
Way, O for a Closer Walk with God
and others. More so, I feel a deep
connection with him because of the
experience of depression he went
through. His was a sad and miserable
life, yet it was also a joyful and
meaningful one because he found God,
or rather, God found him, and gave
him meaning and purpose in his life.
God also granted him sweet Christian
friendship with John Newton and
others.
Throughout the trip, we also had daily
evening devotion led by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo, who also encouraged us
to go up and share our thanksgiving
and testimony. Those were sweet and
blessed times. I had wanted to go up
to share mine but I was too slow and
missed the opportunity. I thank God
now I can write it down and share it
with the YAFers. All praise and glory
to our wonderful Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ!
LESSONS LEARNT FROM THE
21ST CENTURY REFORMATION

By Rev Dennis Kwok

Past Attacks!

T

he person of Jesus Christ
was under attack in the first
four century. His nature
being fully God and fully
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man in one person was finally stated
and affirmed by the Council of
Chalcedon (AD 451) against all the
erroneous views of Docetism,
Ebionism, Arianism, Apollinarianism,
Nestorianism, and Eutychianism.
The word of Jesus Christ was under
attack in the fourth century in
particular the inspiration of Scriptures.
There
were
many
spurious
‘scriptures’ floating around during
that period. It has caused many
confusion
since
there
were
contradictions and false teachings in
these ‘scriptures’ such as the
Apocryphal books taken by the
Roman Catholic Church to be part of
the Word of God. It was the Council
of Carthage (AD 397) that affirmed
once and for all the canon of the Holy
Scriptures of 66 books which includes
only the 39 Old Testament books and
the 27 New Testament books. All
other ‘scriptures’ were rejected.
From around the fifth century
onwards, the church entered into a
dark period called ‘The Dark Ages.’
The
church
was
under
the
ecclesiastical power of the Roman
Catholic Church (RCC) ruled by iron
fists of the Pope for a thousand year.
This millennium was a dark one
because the salvation of souls was
literally in the hand of the RCC’s
ruling. You can imagine the work of
Jesus Christ in the salvation of man
was under attack for a thousand year!
However, thank God He raised up
faithful men from the 14th to 16th
century to challenge the RCC. The
16th century Protestant Reformation
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marks the victory of the biblical
doctrine of salvation by grace alone
through faith alone in Jesus Christ
alone giving all glory to God alone
over the RCC’s erroneous doctrine of
salvation by works.
Present Attack!
The word of Jesus Christ was under
attack again in the 20th century
leading on even till today in the 21st
century. This time it is not the
inspiration but the preservation of the
Scriptures that was undermined.
Without preservation, inspiration
would be meaningless.
The attack on the preservation of
God’s Word takes on two forms. First,
it is on the translation. Since the 17th
century, the standard Bible for the
English speaking people has always
been the Authorised Version which is
equivalent to the King James Bible of
1611. The Authorised Version is
based on the traditional Hebrew
Masoretic Text for the Old Testament
and Textus Receptus for the New
Testament. This is the majority text
and has been well used for nearly 4
centuries. However in the beginning
of the 20th century, modern versions
of the English Bible began to flood
the market. And these modern
versions were based on two ancient
texts namely the Vaticanus and
Sinaiticus texts. One was found in one
of the oldest libraries in Vatican, and
the other was actually found discarded
in the dump at a monastery on Mount
Sinai. These two manuscripts had
many corrections made on them and
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in many parts differed from the
traditional and majority texts. But
modern scholars took them to be most
precious and valuable, and as a result
the English translations of these
‘ancient scriptures’ flooded the
market. And soon, these modern
versions began to replace the
Authorised version in many churches
and Christian organizations due to
their easy readability. By far, the New
International Version (NIV) is
considered the most successful of
them all. Today majority of churches
including the RCC use the NIV Bible.
A simple comparison shows that all
the English versions of the Bible
including the KJV are not the same.
In many places, they differ in
meaning. Which has the correct
reading? All cannot be correct at the
same time. Only one of them is
correct, but which one? The Devil has
succeeded in causing the preservation
of God’s Word to be undermined
through different translations. And the
attack continues.
Second, it is on the copy of the
original. The original Scripture is
called the autograph. The copies of
the autograph are called the apographs.
And it is from the apographs that the
translations
were
made.
The
implication for concluding the
translations are not preserved
perfectly is a serious one. It means
that the apographs were not copied
perfectly. In other words, there are
mistakes in them. No one will dispute
that only the autograph is perfect,
however we do not have them with us
anymore. What we have is the
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apograph. If this apograph contains
mistakes, then it means God did not
preserve His word perfectly for us. Is
this not a blatant attack on the word of
Christ? If God has not preserved His
Word for us perfectly today, then
what do we have? A Bible that has
mistakes and yet no cause for worry?
Who will you believe, God or man?
This is the spiritual fight for us in this
21st Century Reformation.
Truth Will Prevail!
Because of this spiritual fight, the
existence of Truth BPC became a
reality. This is clearly and certainly by
the sovereign will of God. Our church
name ‘Truth’ serves as a reminder
that we can do nothing against the
truth but for the truth (2 Cor 13:8).
‘Truth will out’ is what the late Rev
Timothy Tow always reminded his
students in Far Eastern Bible College
(FEBC). In early 2002, a new
controversy arose in FEBC. It was the
teaching
of
Verbal
Plenary
Preservation (VPP). What does VPP
mean? “Verbal” means “every word
to the jot and tittle” (Psa 12:6-7, Matt
5:18). “Plenary” means “the Scripture
as a whole with all the words intact”
(Matt 24:35, 1 Pet 1:25). So VPP
means the whole of Scripture with all
its words even to the jot and tittle is
perfectly preserved by God without
any loss of the original words,
prophecies, promises, commandments,
doctrines, and truths, not only in the
words of salvation, but also the words
of history, geography and science.
Every book, every chapter, every
verse, every word, every syllable,
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every letter is infallibly preserved by
the Lord Himself to the last iota. This
is a wonderful teaching that is
completely
Bible
based!
Unfortunately it was opposed and
resisted by Life BPC which was at the
time closely joined with FEBC, under
the same pastor and principal Rev
Timothy Tow. In the end, Rev Tow
resigned as pastor of Life BPC, and
started a new church in March 2003.
He continued to be principal until the
Lord called him home to glory in
2009.
Since the issue of VPP broke out in
2003, it did not remain with Life
BPC-FEBC. For more than two years,
Calvary Jurong BPC has been staying
clear of this sensitive issue for fear of
splitting the church. It was until 2nd
October 2005, the pastor of Calvary
Jurong announced the official church
stand for anti-VPP position. Prior to
this, a strong appeal was already made
to the Board of Elders against making
such a hasty decision, but it was in
vain. After the official announcement
was made, our next step was crucial:
to submit or to leave. However, for all
who have been filled with the Spirit of
God and obedience to the perfectly
preserved Word of God, the answer
was obvious. That marked the end of
our commitment and likemindedness
in the church that we have grown for
many years. If we were to adopt an
anti-VPP position, then what we are
telling the whole world is that we
Christians do not have the complete
and perfect Word of God in our hands
TODAY. And will not Christians
become a laughing stock and shame
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to the name of Christ? Indeed, if the
Christian Bible is not perfect,
infallible and inerrant today and it is a
thing of the past, “then is our
preaching vain, and your faith is also
vain. Yea, and we are found false
witnesses of God; … If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are
of all men most miserable” (1 Cor
15:14-15, 19). As a result, five
deacons and two full-time staff
workers, unwilling to submit to an
anti-VPP stand, resigned from their
offices at the end of the year 2005.
Together with many others who love
the Lord and His Word, came together
to pray for God’s leading and mercy.
It was for such a time as this, Truth
BPC was born on 1st January 2006 at
Calvary Pandan BPC premises to take
a firm stand on the doctrine of VPP.
And time really flies, soon on 3rd
January 2016, we are going to
celebrate the 10th Anniversary of
Truth’s existence, God willing.
Indeed, Truth has prevailed and will
continue to prevail!
Be Faithful To The End!
Our earnest contention for the
inerrancy and infallibility of an extant
Bible in the original languages is not
an act of schism but of the highest
form of love for both God and man.
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This is what we must understand and
learn from our fight in this 21st
century Reformation. It is a love that
is completely and fully guided by
Truth. And we are intent on teaching
“all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27)
faithfully; we can do no less. The
doctrine of VPP promotes God and
glorifies Him, for it testifies of His
character as One who is the same
yesterday, today and forever. Our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ being
the Living Word has given us His
Written Word says, “Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but My
WORDS shall not pass away” (Matt
24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33). Is
this divine statement not clear enough?
As we stand for God’s truth, what it
really means is we must obey the
Truth by our life even more than by
our mere confession of it. Indeed the
Truth has set us free, and now we are
able to please God now. And the way
to please God is to obey and love Him
with all our heart, soul and mind. Let
us do His will faithfully if we truly
believe that He has preserved His
Word perfectly for us. May we never
forget why Truth B-P Church exists
for such a time as this! Will Truth
BPC remain faithful to the end? Let
this be your prayer and mine that we
learn our lessons well in this 21st
Century Reformation. May God help
us. Amen.

"Holding forth the word of life" (Philippians 2:16)
"Holding fast the faithful word" (Titus 1:9)
18
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INTERVIEWS -Getting to Know Bun Kouy & Lukas!

Q1. Can you share with us your salvation story?
Lukas: About my salvation story, it all began at the age of 7 or 8. I
couldn't remember it well, but it was around that time. The firstt time I
hear about Christ was at home. My father told me about Him. Then I
started joining the children Sunday school and I experienced the
feeling of joy and wanting to know about Him and the Bible stories.
So that is how I got saved.
Bun Kouy: Thank God for His salvation through the Lord Jesus
Christ. When I was 16 years old, I came to know the Lord Jesus
Christ as my Lord and Saviour. I knew that I was a sinner, but by
God’s grace I am saved from my sins (Rom 3:23). At that time, one of
my brothers came to me and shared with me from God’s Word about
salvation and he asked me to read the Bible and pray with him so that
I can learn more about salvation from the Bible (Eph 2:8 For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God). Therefore, I thank God for everything that He has done in my
life, and for Jesus who suffered and died on the cross to save me
from my sins. I repented from my sins and believe in Jesus Christ and
was born again. I realized that my life from the beginning until now
would be hopeless and empty, and that without God’s grace and
mercy, I would end up in hell.
I thank God for calling me to study in FEBC that I may know more
about His Holy Word. I’d like to thank God especially for the doctrine
of Eschatology which I learned last semester. By the power of God’s
Word, my spiritual eyes were opened to know the truth and the will of
God for the future and the end times. Therefore, I can understand
God’s view of the world. I realized that I am living in this world for a
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short time and not forever. I asked myself how long can I live in this
world and serve God. I do not know but only God knows and I am
very sure of my calling to study God’s Word full -time in FEBC, I
believe that everything God has planned for me, I just have to trust
and obey Him and do my best for God.
So now, all I can do is to obey God’s Word with humility of heart, to
study and serve God faithfully in these last days. I thank God for His
Word which always reminds me of what God had done for me. I pray
for my spiritual life as a child of God and that I may do the will of God
according to God’s Word so that I might be able to serve God
faithfully in my future ministry.

Q2. How do you usually do your Quiet Time?
Lukas: Well, for my Quiet Time, I followed the apps that I
downloaded from the PlayStore (found in many smart phones). It is a
King James Bible application, with the verses popping out at the
notification dashboard. Every day there will be a new verse to
meditate on, and to memorize. To be honest, I don't use the RPG for
my personal quiet time. Now, how do I deal with my Quiet Time? It's
easy, I first pray, then meditate on the verse of the day. Meditating on
the verse is not enough for me because I may fall asleep. I will write
what I understand about the verse and write down in my notebook of
what it reminds me, teach me, and how I can apply it into my life. This
will usually take me 5-10 minutes, then the other 10 minute I would
spend the time to pray. That is how I do my quiet time.
Bun Kouy: For my Quiet Time, I would wake up early in morning and
read the Bible. Then I pray for myself, family and pray for some of my
friends as well as for my country, etc…

Q3. Do you have any favorite verse or hymn that you can
share with us? Any role models in the faith?
Lukas: My favorite verse always changes once in a year. This year is
James 1:12 (Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love him.). My favorite hymn is "It is Well with
My Soul" and “Be Thou My Vision”. Role model in my faith is my
father.
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Bun Kouy: My favorite hymn is “Trust and Obey”. Because when I
sang that song it’s encouraged me to trust and obey Him only and no
other ways. My favorite verse is Psalm 31:1 (In thee, O Lord, do I put
my trust; let me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy righteousness.)

Q4. How are you adapting to life in Singapore? What do
you like most here/miss most back in your country?
Lukas: Adapting life in Singapore is fast for me, not difficult like in
Indonesia. What I like the most here in Singapore is the transport
system. It may sound weird to you, but not for me. This is because
back in my country we do have buses, but not like here and we don't
have MRT in my state except in West Malaysia. What I missed most
in my country are my two younger sisters, my elder sister, and my
parents as well.
Bun Kouy: In Singapore, I get to live in FEBC with all brothers and
sisters in Christ from other counties. I like to study God Word in
FEBC. Sometimes I feel that studying in FEBC is difficult for me but I
still enjoy to learn God’s Word more and to grow in my spiritual life. I
also like to fellowship with one another and serve God in church and
in school. What is I like most in Singapore is the food in FEBC.
However, what I missed most in my country is my family and my
hometown.

Q5. What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
Lukas: What I enjoy doing in my free time? I enjoy playing basketball.
I am not skillful, but bouncing the ball and throwing it into the net is
fun.
Bun Kouy: For me, when I have free time I like to read the Bible in
my own language, listen to the sermons, exercise and read some
books and news.

Q6. Lastly, share with us something that we still do not
know about you!
Lukas: What you don't know about me, and soon you will is, I like to
bake cakes and do a little cooking.

21

Water Brooks

Volume 10 Issue 1

Calvin's Wisdom
On Authority in the Church
"Whatever authority is exercised in the Church ought to be
subjected to this rule -- that God's law is to retain its own
preeminence, and then men blend nothing of their own, but only
define what is right according to the Word of the Lord."
"Ours the Church, whose supreme care it is humbly and
religiously to venerate the word of God, and submit to its authority."
"A soul, ... when deprived of the word of God, is given up unarmed to the devil for
destruction. Now then, will not the first machination of the enemy be to wrest the sword
from the soldier of Christ? And what the method of wresting it, but to set him a doubting
heart whether it be the word of the Lord that he is leaning upon, or the word of man?
Christian faith must not be founded on human testimony, not propped up by doubtful
opinion, not reclined on human authority, but engraven on our hearts by the finger of the
living God, so as not to be obliterated by any colouring of error."
"[The RC doctrine of the infallibility of the Church] They ascribe to the Church an
authority independent of the word; we maintain it to be annexed to the word, and
inseparable from it."
On the Person and Works of Christ
"In treating of things respecting Christ, such reverence ought to be observed as not to
know anything but what is written in the Word of the Lord... It is not lawful for us to
allege anything of Christ from our own thoughts."
"The whole gospel is contained in Christ."
"There is no part in our salvation which may not be found in Christ."
" I greet Thee, who my sure Redeemer art,
My only Trust, and Saviour of my heart!
Who so much toil and woe
And pain didst undergo
For my poor, worthless sake;
And pray Thee from our hearts,
All idle griefs and smarts,
And foolish cares to take.
Thou art the King of mercy and of grace,
Reigning omnipotent in every place;
So come, O King! And deign
Within our hearts to reign
And our whole being sway;
Shine in us by Thy light, And lead us to the height
Of Thy pure, heavenly day."
(Two stanzas of Calvin's hymn Salutation to Jesus Christ; transl.by Mrs H. B. Smith)

22

Water Brooks

Volume 10 Issue 1

Recommended Readings

Christianity through the
The Story of the Church
Centuries: A History of the by A.M Renwick & A.M
Christian Church
Harman
by Earle E. Cairns

Five English Reformers
by J.C Ryle

Sketches From Church Peril and Peace:
History: An Illustrated Chronicles of the Ancient Church
Account of 20 Centuries by Mindy & Brandon Withrow
of Christ's Power
by S.M Houghton

Foxe's Book of Martyrs Martin Luther: Heart
of the Reformation
by W. Grinton Berry
by Edwin P. Booth

A Glimpse of the Life & Calvinism in History
Works of John Calvin
by N.S McFetridge
by Timothy Tow
[Available for free
download:
http://febc.edu.sg/assets/pdf
s/febc_press/A%20Glimpse
%20of%20the%20Life%20
and%20Works%20of%20Jo
hn%20Calvin.pdf]

John Calvin: Revoluntionary,
Theologian, Pastor
by Williston Walker

An Abridgement of
The Secret Providence of God
Calvin's Institutes
by John Calvin
by Timothy Tow
(Edited by Paul Helm)
[Available for free
download:
http://febc.edu.sg/assets/pd
fs/febc_press/An%20Abrid
gment%20Of%20Calvin's
%20Institutes.pdf]

23

Water Brooks

Volume 10 Issue 1

Truth YAF Program (Nov – Dec 15)
DATE
7 Nov
21 Nov
5 Dec

19 Dec
24 Dec

TOPIC
Ezekiel – Following Christ By
Being A Watchman (Ezekiel
33:1-16)
YAF AGM and Elections
John the Baptist – Following
Christ By Decreasing Ourselves
(John 3:22-36)
Mary or Martha -- Following
Christ by Choosing the Better
(Luke 10:38-42)
YAF Carolling

SPEAKER
Pr James Tan
Pr Joshua Yong
Pr Joshua Yong

Pr Joshua Yong

OBJECTIVES OF NEWSLETTER
For the EDIFICATION,
EDIFICATION EDUCATION
& ENCOURAGEMENT of our members

TYAF BIBLE STUDY

Topic
Topic:: Book of Proverbs
First and third Saturdays of the
month when there are YAF
meetings
Time: 6pm Venue: Room 03-06
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