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THE	CHRISTIAN	AND	SAVING	THE	EARTH:		
ENVIRONMENTAL	ISSUES	
By	Pr	Joshua	Yong	

On	 10th	 February	 2021,	 the	 Singapore	 Government	 unveiled	 the	 “Singapore	
Green	 Plan	 2030”,	 a	 nationwide	 movement	 to	 advance	 Singapore’s	 goal	
towards	being	a	“sustainable,	resource-efficient	and	climate-resilient”	country.	
Why	 are	 Singapore	 and	 so	many	other	 countries	 undertaking	 steps	 to	 tackle	
environmental	issues?	It	is	because	Singapore	and	these	countries	understand	
the	threat	that	environmental	issues	pose	to	this	world	and	the	people	living	in	
this	world.		

In	dealing	with	environmental	 issues,	we	 see	 the	emergence	of	 two	 camps	 -	
the	advocates	of	Environmentalism,	a	social	movement,	who	say	that	we	must	
go	all	out	to	save	this	world	and	the	climate	change	doubters	who	deny	that	
there	 are	 any	 environmental	 problems	 and	would	 not	 even	 acknowledge	 or	
think	about	these	 issues.	However,	a	more	tenable	position	seems	to	be	one	
where	 they	would	 acknowledge	 that	 there	 are	 environmental	 issues	 and	 are	
cognisant	 that	 various	 steps	 should	 be	 taken	 to	 address	 them,	 for	 it	 is	 a	
practical	 choice	 for	 self-preservation	and	 self-sustenance	 instead	of	 adopting	
an	ideology	like	Environmentalism.	

But	how	should	a	Christian	view	and	respond	to	these	environmental	issues?		

THE	EARTH	AS	GOD’S	CREATION	
First	of	all,	we	must	 recognise	 that	 this	world	 is	God’s	creation.	The	Psalmist	
says,	 “The	heavens	declare	 the	glory	of	God;	and	 the	 firmament	sheweth	his	
handwork”	(Psalm	19:1).	The	Bible	tells	us	that	after	God	created	all	things,	He	
declared	that	it	was	all	very	good	(Genesis	1:31).	In	the	very	beginning,	when	
God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth,	God	created	them	perfect.	There	was	
no	 imperfection	 or	 disharmony	 in	 God’s	 creation.	 Nothing	was	 out	 of	 place;	
everything	 operated	 in	 perfect	 balance	 and	 harmony.	 There	was	 no	 need	 to	
worry	 about	 waste,	 decay,	 or	 the	 exhausting	 of	 resources.	 Everything	 was	
created	with	its	perfect	order	and	function.		
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If	 God	 has	 created	 all	 things	 very	 good,	 and	 if	 God	 continues	 to	 sustain	
everything	in	His	creation,	then	why	do	we	see	imperfections	in	this	world?	We	
see	 thorns	 and	 thistles;	 we	 see	 decay	 and	 deterioration;	 we	 see	 resources	
depleting;	we	witness	natural	disasters	and	 the	 changing	of	 seasons,	 and	we	
see	all	sorts	of	environmental	issues	all	over	the	world	and	in	Singapore.		

The	reason	is	that	since	the	fall	of	mankind,	described	in	Genesis	3,	the	world	
has	 also	been	 affected	by	 the	 curse	of	 sin.	 Romans	8:22	 tells	 us	 that	 “…	 the	
whole	creation	groaneth	and	travaileth	in	pain	together	until	now.”	

Nevertheless,	even	though	the	world	has	been	affected	by	sin,	it	still	continues	
to	be	 the	world	which	God	has	created.	When	we	 look	at	 this	world,	we	are	
still	able	to	see	the	 infinite	wisdom	and	power	of	God.	God,	according	to	His	
sovereign	will	and	purpose,	can	and	does	continue	to	sustain	 this	world,	and	
according	to	His	own	time	and	purpose,	He	will	unfold	His	will	concerning	this	
earth.		

THE	PROBLEM	OF	ENVIRONMENTAL	ISSUES	
Knowing	that	this	world	belongs	to	the	Lord,	how	should	we	then	understand	
the	problem	of	environmental	issues?		

The	issues	facing	the	earth	and	our	environment	are	well	documented.	Some	
of	the	key	environmental	 issues	which	have	been	 identified	 include	 industrial	
pollution,	global	warming,	deforestation,	waste	disposal,	and	closer	to	home,	
we	 have	 issues	 such	 as	 limited	 freshwater	 resources	 and	 the	 haze	 resulting	
from	forest	 fires	 in	 Indonesia.	Scientists	and	experts	are	very	 fearful	of	 these	
environmental	 issues.	Advocates	 for	 the	protection	of	 the	environment	have	
warned	 that	 the	 way	 we	 are	 using	 our	 resources	 is	 not	 sustainable.	 Some	
scientists	fear	that	if	the	world’s	economy	and	population	continue	to	grow	at	
their	 current	 pace,	 natural	 resources	 will	 run	 out	 by	 2040;	 some	 have	 even	
gone	so	far	as	to	say	that	earth	will	“expire”	by	2050.	

What	 is	 the	 world’s	 solution	 to	 these	 environmental	 problems?	 The	 United	
Nations,	in	2016,	established	the	2030	Sustainable	Development	Agenda	which	
set	forth	various	global	goals	which	are	“designed	to	be	a	blueprint	to	achieve	
a	 better	 and	 more	 sustainable	 future	 for	 all.”	 In	 2015,	 various	 countries	
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negotiated	and	adopted	 the	Paris	Agreement	where	 they	pledged	to	address	
the	 impacts	 of	 climate	 change.	 Various	 countries	 have	 pledged	 to	 make	
substantial	 changes	 to	 meet	 the	 goals	 of	 the	 agreement.	 In	 Singapore,	 the	
government	has	rolled	out	“The	Green	Plan”	 in	 line	with	this	agreement.	The	
plan	is	built	on	various	key	pillars	focusing	on	several	actions	that	would	work	
towards	sustainability,	the	reduction	of	carbon	emissions	and	carbon	footprint,	
the	 use	 of	 cleaner	 energy,	 energy	 efficiency,	 climate	 resilience	 and	 resource	
security.	These	are	short-term	solutions.	What	are	their	plans	beyond	the	next	
50	or	100	years?		

Others	 have	 a	 vision	 for	 a	 longer-term	 solution.	 Elon	 Musk,	 the	 founder	 of	
SpaceX	and	Tesla,	 is	working	towards	sending	humans	to	Mars,	with	the	goal	
of	making	humans	a	multi-planet	species.	Some	scientists	have	suggested	that	
we	 must	 colonise	 at	 least	 two	 planets	 for	 humans	 to	 survive	 beyond	 the	
“expiration”	date	of	2050.	Elon	Musk	estimates	that	we	will	be	able	to	send	a	
man	to	Mars	by	2026.			

There	 are	 some	 temporary	 and	 short-lived	 solutions	 and	others	 have	 sought	
for	some	relatively	longer-term	ones.	But	ultimately,	are	these	measures	really	
enough?		

These	solutions	are	not	enough,	for	they	have	missed	the	whole	issue	to	begin	
with.	 The	 cause	 of	 all	 these	 environmental	 problems	 is	 sin.	 God	 cursed	 the	
earth	 with	 thorns	 and	 thistles	 to	 remind	 man	 that	 this	 world	 is	 a	 temporal	
place;	 this	world	 is	 not	meant	 to	be	our	eternal	 home.	 These	environmental	
problems	ought	to	cause	the	sinful	man	to	realise	how	helpless	and	hopeless	
they	are	without	God;	it	ought	to	humble	mankind	cause	man	to	turn	to	God.	
Fighting	for	these	environmental	causes	is	a	distraction.		

THE	CHRISTIAN	AS	STEWARDS	OF	GOD’S	CREATION	
What	should	 the	Christian’s	attitude	be	 towards	 these	environmental	 issues?	
After	God	created	 the	heavens	and	 the	earth,	God	entrusted	 it	 to	Adam	and	
Eve,	giving	them	dominion	over	every	 living	creature	(Gen	1:26-28);	God	also	
provided	the	fruits	of	the	tree	and	plants	to	be	the	source	of	nourishment	for	
mankind	(Genesis	1:29-30).	After	the	flood,	God	also	gave	man	permission	to	
eat	meat	 (Gen	9:3).	God	has	 given	 these	 things	 for	man	 to	 enjoy	 (Ecc	 5:18).	
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Because	this	world	 is	created	by	God	and	was	entrusted	to	man,	we	must	be	
good	stewards	of	this	world	that	God	has	given	to	us.	The	world	still	belongs	to	
the	 Lord	 (Psalm	 24:1),	 but	 because	 it	 is	 entrusted	 to	 us,	 we	 must	 be	
responsible	for	the	use	of	these	resources.	To	have	dominion	over	the	things	of	
this	world	does	not	mean	 that	we	can	be	wasteful	or	 careless	with	what	we	
have.		

We	are	accountable	 for	what	God	has	entrusted	 to	us.	But	 it	 is	 important	 to	
remember	 that	 our	 motivation	 for	 living	 responsibly	 with	 regard	 to	 the	
environment	is	not	because	we	are	trying	to	“save	the	earth”	or	to	extend	the	
existence	of	mankind	on	earth	or	to	try	to	prevent	global	warming	or	deal	with	
climate	 change.	We	must	 be	 responsible	 because	we	 are	 stewards	 of	 God’s	
creation.	 However,	we	must	 remember	 that	 God	 has	 sovereign	 control	 over	
everything	in	this	universe	-	how	long	this	world	will	survive	and	how	long	our	
world’s	 natural	 resources	 can	 sustain	 mankind	 are	 in	 God’s	 hands.	 These	
should	not	be	our	worries.	 Rather,	we	must	 live	unto	 the	 Lord	which	means	
that	we	must	guard	ourselves	against	greed	and	covetousness,	which	are	also	
the	causes	of	many	environmental	issues.	We	are	to	enjoy	the	blessings	which	
God	has	given	to	us	in	His	creation.		

THE	CHRISTIANS	ANSWER	TO	ENVIRONMENTAL	ISSUES	
Concerning	the	environmental	issues	that	we	are	facing	today,	we	must	realise	
that	 trying	 to	 solve	 these	 problems	 in	 the	 environment	 is	 really	 the	 wrong	
focus.	The	Bible	tells	us	that	this	world,	as	we	know	it,	is	going	to	be	destroyed.	
2	 Peter	 3:7	 tells	 us	 that	 the	 heavens	 and	 the	 earth	 are	 “reserved	 unto	 fire	
against	 the	day	of	 judgment	and	perdition	of	ungodly	men.”	But	before	 that	
time	comes,	Christ	will	return	to	earth	one	more	time	to	rule	and	reign	for	one	
thousand	years.	During	 that	 time,	 the	world	will	be	 restored.	God	 is	 the	one	
who	 can	 put	 a	 halt	 to	 all	 these	 climate	 issues	 and	 problems.	 After	 that,	 the	
heavens	and	the	earth	as	we	know	it	today	will	be	completely	destroyed	and	
God	will	create	a	New	Heaven	and	a	New	Earth.		

In	light	of	this	truth,	what	are	we	to	do?	Just	like	Noah	in	his	day,	our	mission	
today	must	be	to	call	on	people	to	get	into	the	“ark.”		
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These	 environmental	 issues	 ought	 to	 humble	man.	 It	 shows	us	 how	helpless	
and	 powerless	 we	 are.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 it	 shows	 us	 what	 the	 effects	 and	
consequences	 of	 sin	 are.	 These	 problems	 ought	 to	 cause	 man	 to	 turn	 back	
unto	their	Creator.	As	Christians,	when	we	see	these	things	unfolding,	it	should	
not	trouble	and	worry	us.	We	are	reminded	that	God	is	still	on	the	throne	and	
He	will	fulfil	His	purpose	in	His	time.	As	such,	we	must	have	a	sense	of	urgency	
for	the	souls	that	are	still	outside	of	God’s	kingdom.	We	must	go	forth	and	tell	
the	world	of	their	need	for	the	Saviour.	We	must	call	upon	men	to	repent	of	
their	sins	and	to	turn	to	God	for	salvation.		

These	environmental	issues	are	very	real.	The	Christian	is	not	pretending	that	
these	 issues	 do	 not	 exist.	 But	 our	 response	 and	 our	 answer	 to	 these	 issues	
must	be	a	Biblical	one	and	the	urgent	need	today,	in	light	of	these	issues,	is	to	
call	upon	man	to	turn	to	God	and	to	acknowledge	Him.	
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THE	CHRISTIAN	AND	SAVING	THE	POOR:		
COMMUNITY	SERVICE	
By	Rev	Dennis	Kwok	

INTRODUCTION	
Community	service	 is	part	of	 the	Social	Gospel	movement.	 It	 is	 important	 for	
us	 to	 have	 the	 right	 biblical	 perspective	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 saving	 the	 poor.	
What	does	it	mean	to	save	the	poor?	It	means	to	give	them	the	gospel	of	Jesus	
Christ.	

What	is	the	gospel?	The	Bible	has	defined	for	us	what	the	true	gospel	of	Jesus	
Christ	is	in	1	Corinthians	15:3-4,	“For	I	delivered	unto	you	first	of	all	that	which	
I	 also	 received,	how	 that	Christ	died	 for	our	 sins	 according	 to	 the	 scriptures;	
And	that	he	was	buried,	and	that	he	rose	again	the	third	day	according	to	the	
scriptures.”	This	 is	 the	message	which	Christians	have	been	commissioned	to	
preach	and	teach	to	the	whole	world	of	unbelief	and	spiritual	darkness.	How	
then	did	the	gospel	become	a	social	gospel?		

What	is	social	gospel?	According	to	Wikipedia,	the	“Social	Gospel	was	a	social	
movement	 within	 Protestantism	 that	 applied	 Christian	 ethics	 to	 social	
problems,	 especially	 issues	 of	 social	 justice	 such	 as	 economic	 inequality,	
poverty,	alcoholism,	crime,	racial	 tensions,	 slums,	unclean	environment,	child	
labour,	lack	of	unionisation,	poor	schools,	and	the	dangers	of	war.	It	was	most	
prominent	 in	 the	early	 20th	 century	United	 States	 and	Canada.	 Theologically,	
the	 Social	 Gospelers	 sought	 to	 put	 into	 practice	 the	 Lord’s	 Prayer	 (Matthew	
6:10):	“Thy	kingdom	come,	Thy	will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.”	They	
typically	were	postmillennialist;	that	is,	they	believed	the	Second	Coming	could	
not	happen	until	humankind	rid	itself	of	social	evils	by	human	effort.”	

What	is	wrong	with	the	social	gospel	movement?	How	does	it	affect	the	gospel	
ministry	 of	 the	 church	 today?	 In	 this	 article,	 we	will	 learn	why	we	 as	 Bible-
believing	Christians	must	have	nothing	to	do	with	the	social	gospel	movement,	
and	 why	 we	 must	 avoid	 making	 community	 service	 a	 part	 of	 the	 church’s	
mission.	May	God	help	us.	
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HISTORY	&	DEVELOPMENT	OF	SOCIAL	GOSPEL	MOVEMENT	
The	 Social	 Gospel	 movement	 was	 born	 in	 the	 late	 19th	 century	 in	 America	
which	was	deemed	as	a	Christian	nation.	“At	that	time,	liberal	Christians	within	
the	Protestant	church	began	tackling	social	reform	in	what	has	become	known	
as	 ‘social	 Christianity,’	 or	 sometimes	 ‘Christian	 socialism,’	 which	 was	 later	
adapted	 into	 the	more	moderate	 ‘Social	Gospel.’	 Its	purpose	was	 to	 fight	 for	
social	 justice	 and	 tackle	 issues	 such	 as	 poverty,	 unemployment,	 civil	 rights,	
pollution,	drug	addiction,	political	corruption,	and	gun	control.”	(Adapted	from	
Bill	Moyers	Journal).	

There	were	 three	 key	 American	 leaders	 of	 the	 Social	 Gospel	movement.	 (1)	
Washington	Gladden	(1836-1918),	a	Congregational	pastor,	who	‘sympathized	
with	workers	and	urged	them	to	seek	unity	in	Christianity’;	(2)	William	Dwight	
Porter	Bliss	(1856-1926),	an	Episcopal	priest,	who	worked	with	the	Knights	of	
Labor	and	Socialist	party;	and	(3)	Walter	Rauschenbusch	(1861-1918),	a	Baptist	
pastor	 and	 theologian,	 ‘called	 for	 a	 democratic	 cooperative	 society	 to	 be	
achieved	by	nonviolent	means’.	(Adapted	from	Bill	Moyers	Journal).	

These	 movement	 leaders	 took	 Jesus’	 message	 “love	 thy	 neighbour”	 into	
pulpits,	published	books	and	spread	the	social	gospel	far	and	wide	within	and	
beyond	 the	 American	 soil.	 Charles	 Sheldon,	 a	 Congregational	 minister,	
explained	the	idea	behind	the	social	gospel	in	his	1897	novel	“In	His	Steps”.	He	
wrote	that	to	be	a	Christian,	one	needed	to	walk	 in	Jesus’	footsteps.	And	the	
book’s	slogan,	“What	would	Jesus	do?”	became	a	central	theme	of	the	Social	
Gospel	 movement.	 (Adapted	 from	 The	 Conversation	 Australia	 and	 New	
Zealand	publisher	of	research-based	news	and	analysis).	

The	 Social	Gospel	movement	 impacted	 not	 only	within	 the	 Protestant	 circle,	
but	also	the	Roman	Catholic	Church.	As	such,	the	Social	Gospel	movement	was	
also	at	work	alongside	other	movements	 such	as	 Liberalism,	 Ecumenism	and	
Charismatism.	Even	then,	it	did	not	stay	within	the	Christian	world.	It	sought	to	
also	 promote	 interfaith	 activism	 from	 other	 faiths	 and	 religions	 which	 were	
seeking	 the	 social	 good	 of	 mankind.	 Anyone	 from	 any	 social,	 or	 religious	
background	could	be	part	of	this	Social	Gospel	movement	as	long	as	they	were	
committed	to	the	transformation	of	social	structures.	
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EXAMINING	KEY	TEACHINGS	UNDER	SOCIAL	GOSPEL	

DOING	SOCIAL	GOOD		
This	is	the	key	message	of	the	Social	Gospel	movement.	It	is	supported	by	the	
second	table	of	the	Decalogue:	Thou	shalt	 love	thy	neighbour	as	thyself.	And	
this	is	regarded	as	the	second	greatest	commandment	by	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	
(see	Matthew	22:39).	Without	a	doubt,	Christians	are	to	commit	themselves	to	
do	 good	 as	 part	 of	 their	 obedience	 and	 testimony	 for	 Jesus	 Christ.	 There	 is	
nothing	 wrong	 for	 a	 Christian	 in	 doing	 good	 works,	 helping	 the	 community	
whenever	 an	opportunity	 arises.	However,	 it	 is	 important	 to	note	 that	doing	
good	 works	 is	 not	 the	 Great	 Commission	 at	 all.	 The	 primary	 role	 of	 every	
Christian	 and	 every	 Christian	 church	 is	 to	 preach	 the	 true	 gospel	 of	 Jesus	
Christ.	

The	main	problem	with	the	Social	Gospel	movement	is	that	it	deals	mainly	with	
man’s	 earthly	 issues	 such	 as	 poverty,	 alcoholism,	 civil	 rights,	 etc.	 Those	who	
are	convinced	by	the	social	gospel	seek	to	apply	Christian	ethics	and	principles	
to	social	problems.	Doctrines	of	sin,	salvation,	the	Bible,	God’s	eternal	kingdom	
and	many	other	Christian	doctrines	are	seriously	undermined.	

The	 Social	 Gospel	 movement	 has	 certainly	 neglected	 the	 most	 important	
problem	 of	 man	 which	 is	 sin.	 This	 is	 what	 the	 Great	 Commission	 seeks	 to	
address.	 The	church,	especially,	must	never	be	distracted	 from	what	 she	has	
been	called	to	do	in	the	first	place.	All	evangelism	efforts	must	go	towards	the	
advancement	of	God’s	 kingdom	 in	 the	 saving	of	 souls	and	 the	building	up	of	
the	saints	in	these	last	days.	

TOWARDS	A	BETTER	WORLD	
This	 is	 also	 the	 aim	of	 the	 Social	Gospel	movement.	 By	 and	 large,	 the	 Social	
Gospel	 leaders	 are	 postmillennialist,	 asserting	 that	 Christ’s	 second	 coming	
could	 not	 happen	 until	 the	 world	 has	 rid	 itself	 of	 all	 social	 evils	 by	 human	
efforts.	Holding	on	to	this	belief	and	understanding,	they	build	on	the	premise	
that	 the	world	will	 get	 better	 and	 better.	 They	 look	 forward	 to	 a	 crime-free	
society,	a	kinder	and	 loving	world	when	the	Lord	returns.	However,	the	Bible	
teaches	otherwise.	 The	world	will	 not	 get	better	 (see	2	Timothy	3:13).	 If	 the	
Lord	returns	when	the	world	is	at	 its	best,	why	will	He	still	want	to	judge	the	
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world	 and	 destroy	 the	world	 in	 the	 end?	 It	 does	 not	make	 sense	 at	 all.	 The	
world	 will	 only	 be	 at	 its	 best	 when	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 rules	 in	 the	 millennium	
kingdom.	

WWJD	
“What	would	Jesus	do?”	is	a	slogan	of	the	Social	Gospel	movement	that	saw	its	
popularity	 peak	 in	 the	 US	 during	 the	 1990s.	 The	 acronym	WWJD	 became	 a	
trend	and	 the	 letters	were	engraved	 in	bracelets	or	wristbands	 to	 serve	as	a	
reminder	to	one	to	act	in	a	manner	that	would	demonstrate	the	love	of	Jesus	
in	 all	 situations.	 This	 trend	 has	 somehow	 disappeared,	 but	 the	 principle	 has	
not.	

Such	a	question	is	not	wrong	in	itself.	It	is	good	to	always	ask	ourselves	“What	
would	Jesus	do?”	so	that	we	will	always	follow	what	Jesus	would	do	if	He	were	
in	 our	 shoes.	 However,	 it	 must	 always	 be	 supported	 by	 the	 Holy	 Scriptures	
because	only	then	will	we	know	what	Jesus	would	really	do	in	our	situations.	It	
will	 not	 be	 based	 on	 our	 ideas	 and	 concepts	 but	 the	word	 of	 God.	 There	 is	
always	 a	 danger	 in	 making	 assumptions	 about	 what	 Jesus	 would	 do	 in	 our	
situation	 by	 applying	 situational	 ethics.	 Having	 a	 good	 knowledge	 of	 God’s	
Word	will	prevent	us	from	being	making	this	mistake.	

GOD’S	LOVE	ONLY	FOR	THE	POOR?		
The	 Social	 Gospel	 movement	 targets	 a	 specific	 group	 of	 people	 who	 are	
destitute,	deprived	and	in	need	of	social	justice	and	financial	help	due	to	their	
underprivileged	circumstances.	What	about	those	who	are	wealthy,	respected,	
and	have	never	gone	through	any	form	of	disadvantaged	circumstances	in	life	
at	 all?	 They	 too	 need	 to	 hear	 the	 gospel	message	 as	well.	 In	 fact,	 the	 Bible	
speaks	of	the	difficulty	and	even	near	impossibility	for	rich	people	to	enter	into	
the	kingdom	of	heaven	(Matthew	19:23).	

This	brings	us	back	to	the	primary	mission	of	every	true	church	of	Jesus	Christ.	
God	 loves	both	 the	poor	as	well	as	 the	 rich.	 It	 is	not	 the	poor	who	need	 the	
gospel	more.	All	men,	whether	rich	or	poor,	have	sinned	and	come	short	of	the	
glory	of	God	(Romans	3:23).	If	the	church	pays	more	attention	to	the	poor	by	
focusing	on	their	social	needs,	 the	welfare	department	will	 likely	overtake	 its	
role	and	prominence	over	the	evangelism	department.	
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BEWARE	OF	SOCIAL	GOSPEL	
Jesus	did	not	come	to	earth	to	preach	a	social	gospel.	He	came	to	save	sinners	
who	are	lost	in	their	sins.	Yes,	the	Lord	showed	deep	compassion	for	the	poor,	
the	 sick,	 and	 the	 outcasts	 of	 society.	 He	 took	 care	 of	 them.	 He	 paid	 special	
attention	to	them.	But	it	was	not	their	physical	wellbeing	that	was	on	His	mind;	
He	 cared	 for	 the	 destiny	 of	 their	 souls	 which	 was	 why	 He	 came.	 Jesus	 also	
ministered	 to	many	 others,	 not	 just	 the	 poor,	 the	 sick	 and	 the	 outcasts,	 but	
also	the	rich,	powerful	and	influential	people	in	society	such	as	the	Pharisees,	
the	rich	man,	the	Roman	centurion.	

Beware	 of	 the	 Social	 Gospel	movement.	 It	 is	 not	 a	movement	 that	 seeks	 to	
glorify	 God,	 but	 man.	 It	 is	 man-centered,	 and	 not	 God-centered	 or	 Bible-
centered.	Let	us	always	remember	that	the	primary	role	of	every	true	church	
of	 Jesus	 Christ	 is	 the	 fulfilment	 of	 the	 Great	 Commission.	 The	 world	 needs	
Jesus	 for	 the	 cleansing	 of	 their	 sins,	 and	 not	 a	 Saviour	 to	 put	 food	 on	 their	
tables,	 clothes	on	 their	 back	or	 give	 them	a	 roof	over	 their	 heads.	 Let	 us	 go	
forth	 and	 preach	 the	 gospel	 faithfully.	 Let	 this	 be	 our	 priority.	 As	 for	 the	
physical	welfare	of	the	poor	and	needy,	let	us	help	whenever	we	are	given	the	
opportunity	to	show	forth	our	Christian	love	and	compassion,	but	certainly	not	
at	the	expense	of	the	gospel	truth.	Let	us	not	forget	to	share	the	gospel	as	we	
help	others	in	need.	May	God	help	us.	Amen.	 	
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THE	CHRISTIAN	AND	EQUALITY:	
INCLUSIVITY		
By	Bro	Samuel	Joseph	

INTRODUCTION	
“Inclusivity”	 is	 a	 word	 that	 is	 often	 heard,	 and	 a	 concept	 that	 is	 often	
championed	today.	It	brings	to	mind	the	idea	of	a	society	where	everyone	has	
a	place,	and	no	one	is	excluded;	everyone	is	equal	and	treated	on	equal	terms.	
Hence,	on	the	surface,	“inclusivity”	seems	unequivocally	to	be	a	good	thing.		

However,	a	problem	arises	when	this	superficial	idea	of	“inclusivity”	is	used	to	
criticise	 the	 practice	 of	 biblical	 Christianity.	 It	 is	 sometimes	 alleged	 that,	 for	
example,	 prohibiting	women	 from	 holding	 the	 office	 of	 Pastor	 is	 an	 offence	
against	 inclusivity	 or	 opposition	 to	 the	 legal	 recognition	 of	 homosexual	
partnerships	 is	 an	 obstacle	 in	 the	 path	 to	 freedom	 and	 equality.	 The	
prevalence	of	these	allegations	and	similar	 issues	in	the	world	today	makes	it	
all	 the	more	necessary	 for	us	as	Christians	 to	 consider	 the	 idea	of	 “equality”	
based	on	the	Bible.				

THE	BIBLICAL	BASIS	FOR	EQUALITY		
It	 must	 be	 recognised	 from	 the	 outset	 that	 the	 Bible	 is	 not	 by	 any	 means	
against	equality.	In	fact,	the	scripture	provides	the	only	consistent	basis	for	the	
very	concept	of	equality!	The	facts	of	 life	clearly	show	us	that	people	are	not	
equal:	 some	 are	 richer,	 some	 are	more	 capable	 or	 talented,	 some	 are	more	
famous,	some	are	more	charismatic,	and	so	on.	The	assertion	that	people	are	
actually	equal	then	requires	a	basis,	and	that	basis	must	be	derived	from	one’s	
view	of	the	origin	of	humanity.		

The	 secular	 view	 is	 that	 humanity	 originated	 through	 a	 process	 of	 biological	
evolution,	driven	by	random	genetic	mutations	coupled	with	the	mechanism	of	
natural	 selection.	 If	 true,	 this	 process	 has	 been	 going	 on	 throughout	 human	
history,	 and	 continues	 today;	 therefore,	 the	 secular	 view	 would	 seem	 very	
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clearly	to	support	the	notion	that	humans	today	are	not	all	equal	‒	some	must	
be	further	along	in	the	evolutionary	process	than	others.	The	door	is	open	(and	
some	 have	 stepped	 through	 it	 already)	 for	 anyone	 to	 assert	 that	 his	 or	 her	
particular	group	is	superior	to	others.	Furthermore,	the	secular	view	is	without	
any	 consistent	moral	 basis	 to	 insist	 that	 equal	 treatment	 is	 a	good	 thing	 or	
unequal	treatment	is	a	bad	thing.		

The	 biblical	 view,	 however,	 does	 have	 a	 consistent	 basis	 for	 the	 moral	
assertion	that	all	human	beings	are	of	equal	value	and	dignity.	“And	God	said,	
Let	us	make	man	in	our	image,	after	our	likeness:	and	let	them	have	dominion	
over	the	fish	of	the	sea,	and	over	the	fowl	of	the	air,	and	over	the	cattle,	and	
over	all	the	earth,	and	over	every	creeping	thing	that	creepeth	upon	the	earth.	
So	God	 created	man	 in	his	own	 image,	 in	 the	 image	of	God	 created	he	him;	
male	 and	 female	 created	 he	 them”	 (Genesis	 1:26-27).	 Because	 all	 human	
beings	are	made	in	the	image	of	God,	we	are	all	of	equal	worth	and	dignity.		

Moreover,	 unequal	 or	biased	 treatment	of	 others	 is	 expressly	 condemned	 in	
scripture	 as	 fundamentally	 incompatible	 with	 the	 Christian	 faith.	 “My	
brethren,	 have	not	 the	 faith	of	 our	 Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	 the	 Lord	of	 glory,	with	
respect	of	persons.	 For	 if	 there	come	unto	your	assembly	a	man	with	a	gold	
ring,	in	goodly	apparel,	and	there	come	in	also	a	poor	man	in	vile	raiment;	And	
ye	have	 respect	 to	 him	 that	weareth	 the	 gay	 clothing,	 and	 say	unto	him,	 Sit	
thou	here	 in	a	good	place;	and	say	to	the	poor,	Stand	thou	there,	or	sit	here	
under	 my	 footstool:	 Are	 ye	 not	 then	 partial	 in	 yourselves,	 and	 are	 become	
judges	of	evil	thoughts?”	(James	2:1-4).		

THE	BIBLICAL	LIMITS	OF	EQUALITY			
In	contrast	to	the	world,	which	has	no	real	basis	for	equality,	and	sets	no	real	
limits	on	equality,	the	biblical	view	provides	this	basis	for	equality	in	the	design	
of	God	and	sets	limits	on	equality	according	to	the	will	of	God.	That	is	to	say,	
while	God	has	told	us	in	His	word	that	all	are	equally	made	in	His	image,	He	has	
also	made	it	clear	that	all	are	not	equal	in	terms	of	biblical	roles	and	functions	
in	the	family	and	the	church.		

The	Bible	has	clearly	defined	that	men	and	women	are	not	“equal”	in	terms	of	
their	roles	in	a	marriage.	“Wives,	submit	yourselves	unto	your	own	husbands,	
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as	unto	the	Lord.	For	the	husband	is	the	head	of	the	wife,	even	as	Christ	is	the	
head	of	the	church:	and	he	is	the	saviour	of	the	body.	Therefore	as	the	church	
is	subject	unto	Christ,	so	let	the	wives	be	to	their	own	husbands	in	every	thing.	
Husbands,	 love	 your	 wives,	 even	 as	 Christ	 also	 loved	 the	 church,	 and	 gave	
himself	for	it”	(Ephesians	5:22-25).	Moreover,	the	biblical	roles	of	a	pastor	and	
elder	are	subject	to	biblical	qualifications,	which	preclude	women	from	being	
appointed	to	these	roles.		

Essentially,	 no	 one	 has	 the	 right,	 biblically	 speaking,	 to	 claim	 “equality”	 or	
“freedom”	to	indulge	in	what	is	contrary	to	the	will	of	God.	For	example,	from	
the	 biblical	 perspective,	 homosexuals	 do	 not	 have	 the	 “right”	 to	 marriage,	
because	no	one	has	the	“right”	to	redefine	marriage.	It	is	an	ordinance	of	God;	
He	alone	defines	 it,	 and	He	has	defined	 it	 as	 the	union	of	one	man	and	one	
woman,	for	life.	To	deny	that	there	is	any	such	thing	as	a	homosexual	“right”	to	
marriage	 is	 not	 to	 treat	 such	 individuals	 unequally;	 in	 fact,	 it	 is	 precisely	 by	
denying	this	“right”	that	we	do	 treat	them	equally,	 for	we	as	God’s	creatures	
are	all	equally	bound	by	His	law.	No	man	has	the	“right”	to	be	unfaithful	to	his	
wife,	or	 to	divorce	her	 frivolously;	 likewise,	no	man	has	 the	 “right”	 to	marry	
another	man.		

CONCLUSION		
Given	this	biblical	view,	how	should	Christians	engage	the	world,	which	has	its	
own	 particular	 perspective	 on	 the	 issue	 of	 equality?	 Christians	 must	 seek	
wisdom	from	the	Lord,	 for	 this	 is	no	easy	 task.	Fundamentally,	our	approach	
must	 begin	 with	 the	 gospel.	 It	 may	 be	 helpful	 to	 use	 the	 very	 concept	 of	
“equality”	to	point	our	interlocutors	to	the	biblical	account	of	creation	and	fall,	
and	from	there,	to	the	story	of	redemption.		

All	of	us	are	made	in	the	image	of	God.	All	of	us	fell	in	Adam’s	sin.	All	of	us	are	
totally	depraved	and	equally	deserving	of	eternal	condemnation	from	God.	All	
of	us	are	 the	objects	of	God’s	 love	 since	He	 sent	His	 Son	out	of	 love	 for	 the	
world	 (John	 3:16).	 And	 all	 of	 us	 are	 addressed	 by	 the	 great	 invitation	 of	
scripture,	 “Believe	 on	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ,	 and	 thou	 shalt	 be	 saved”	 (Acts	
16:31).		
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