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Finding Assurance in these Uncertain Times 
Doctrinal Gleanings from 2 Timothy 

- Dr Jose Lagapa 

 

To many, we are living in uncertain times. Nobody knows when this pandemic will end and 

no one knows how to put it to an end. Vaccine is the hope that most people look to, but how 

sure are we of an effective, safe and affordable vaccine? We are indeed in very trying times 

where even believers find uncertain. 

 

Many Christians are becoming spiritually lethargic in their walk with the Lord. This results in 

paranoia to physical infirmities, such as the COVID-19 infection. Others are so stressed due 

to financial worries, while many succumb to emotional anxieties causing them to be in 

depression. What should be the Biblical response to these woes? Does the Bible have the 

answer to these problems? Can we find assurance from the Word of God? 

 

The Apostle Paul was also seemingly in uncertain times as he wrote his second epistle to 

Timothy. He was not facing a pandemic like ours, but he was in the midst of a far greater 

fearful situation than ours today. He was under great persecution caused by one of the 

cruellest emperors of Rome – Nero. He wrote this letter to Timothy, the last epistle he wrote 

in anticipation of his execution.  

 

He was physically suffering in prison, and he was emotionally in pain because of his close 

friends who abandoned him. He saw of the decline of the spiritual consciousness of the 

people of his age. He experienced the apostasy of some of his co-workers who were formerly 

zealous in the ministry with him. These experiences moved him to exhort Timothy to remain 

faithful to his ever-faithful Lord. Although this letter may be seen in the light of the 

uncertainty of Paul’s life and ministry, it is one of the apostle’s epistles which is most 

assuring to the believer, that there is no uncertainty with God. 

 

Some who claim to be Christians dare to question whether God is still in control of our 

situation today. A few may wonder whether it is still worthy to continue on trusting the Lord 

when there seems to be no help coming along. Do we have a refuge? Do we have 

deliverance? Do we have a future? 

 

Our brief study of Paul’s second epistle to Timothy is to glean some doctrinal truths that he 

wrote to address the current concerns mentioned. We are to learn from God’s Word on how to 

face the perilous times and how we can fully trust in the Lord who is certain in every way. 

May God grant us the wisdom to see the security we have in His written Word and in the 

Living Word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Dealing with our spiritual lethargy (2 Timothy 1) 
 

In chapter 1, Paul expressed his sincere love for young Timothy. He charged Timothy, his 

young protégé, to be faithful unto God in his ministry. He encouraged the younger pastor to 

remain faithful as God had been faithful. He had great confidence in the Lord who is able to 

keep him in the tasks that God had laid upon Timothy. He reminded Timothy how some had 

fallen from the way.  

 

From here, we can glean from the apostle’s teachings on how to continue on our spiritual 

journey in spite of the tribulations we face. Like Timothy, we should not become lethargic in 

our walk with God but be assured of His power to preserve us that we may persevere in the 

faith. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in us will surely keep us pursuing after the 

commission He has given us. 

 

1) Be stirred (vv 1-7) 

Paul recalled Timothy’s tears when they parted ways. The older pastor now assured the 

younger of the unfeigned faith the latter possessed. It was not an accidental faith for God had 

providentially sowed that faith even in Timothy’s grandmother and mother. It was rooted and 

grounded in the scriptures which young Timothy learned from these godly women. Paul was 

assured of Timothy’s faith which was without hypocrisy.  

 

The Apostle now exhorted Timothy to “stir up the gift of God” in him. Calvin says, “This 

exhortation is highly necessary; for it usually happens, and may be said to be natural, that the 

excellence of gifts produces carelessness, which is also accompanied by sloth; and Satan 

continually labours to extinguish all that is of God in us.” The spirit of fear, which is in the 

context of this epistle, the devil, tries to suppress Timothy from continuing on to labour for 

the Lord. The enemy wants Timothy to be lethargic in his spiritual life. 

 

Spiritual lethargy is the devil’s aim to inflict upon believers especially in times when the 

burden is too heavy to bear and the future too gloomy to face that Christians ’may lose hope. 

If believers do not rekindle the gift of God in them, which is the power from Him, they will 

become fearful and overwhelmed. They will slow down and become paralyzed. “For God 

hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (v 7). 

 

We must remember that the faith implanted in our hearts at the moment we believe is not of 

our own. The regeneration of our spiritual lives are not wrought by ourselves but by God’s 

grace upon us. This grace is not temporary or can be lost as time goes on. If we have truly 

believed in the Lord, no one can pluck us out from God’s gracious hand. What we need to do 

is to excite into fresh activity the God-given faith we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord 

and Saviour. 

 

2) Be not ashamed (vv 8-12) 

How should a believer excite himself into fresh activity? It is by keeping the testimony of 

being a child of God. Paul challenged Timothy not to be ashamed of the Apostle’s 

imprisonment but instead he should be “partakers of the afflictions of the gospel according to 

the power of God.” Timothy must be reminded of that holy calling which was not his own 

design but according to the purpose that God has given to us in Christ Jesus.  

 

Timothy must continue on witnessing for the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of the adversities 

he was facing. He must not shy away from the appointment God had for him. Paul himself 
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was suffering for the gospel’s sake, but he did not evade from them. He wrote, “for I know 

whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 

unto him against that day” (v 12). 

 

A truly born-again believer has no reason to be lethargic in his spiritual life. He is not kept by 

his own determination and power. A believer is empowered of God and will continue on to 

do the work committed to him until it is fulfilled. If we feel like an engine without fuel, we 

have to remind ourselves that there is an abundant supply ready to be provided if we are 

willing to draw it from the one who has reserved it for us. If somebody feels dry and 

incapable, he should realize that he must have lived his profession by his own strength and 

not the faith engrafted by God in our lives.  

 

Similarly, we only become lethargic when we do not exercise our commission to preach and 

share the Word of God to others. Like muscles which are not used, they will become 

atrophied, but if we put them to exertion, they will increase and be strengthened. We must not 

let the pandemic prevent us from doing our commission. Virtual evangelism is the Lord’s 

provision for us to prevent ourselves from becoming paralyzed. 

 

3) Be gripped (vv 13-18) 

From where do we draw this fuel? It is from the words of God which are powerful to rekindle 

the fire in our hearts. These are from the words of the Apostle. There were those who relied 

on their own power and strength, and they turned away from Paul. Although the reason why 

Phygellus and Hermogenes left Paul is obviously because of the faith, it is also deduced that 

it may be false teachings that had deceived them. On the other hand, Paul mentioned 

Onesiphorus who remained faithful to him. He continued to be a trustworthy fellow of Paul 

because of the common faith that was in both of them. 

 

It is when Christians listen to the world that they get clouded from the promises of God. The 

false and seductive “theologies” of the world will cause believers to love the world instead of 

the Lord. “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 

and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the 

world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever” 

(1 John 2:15-17). The health and wealth doctrines hold no water in this pandemic. Deceived 

believers will doubt God’s existence and power because of this worldly prosperity gospel. 

 

Once we turn away from the truth of His Word, from the sound words of our God, we drift 

towards trusting in the things of this world. We slowly laze away from reading and 

meditating upon His precious promises to us. We become spiritually lethargic and sooner or 

later, we find ourselves tossed to and fro in the waves of uncertainties. Nevertheless there is 

hope, and we can cry out to the Lord and seek for His help. The Psalmist says in Psalms 86:7, 

“In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me.” And the Lord says in 

Psalms 91:15, “He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I 

will deliver him, and honour him.” 
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Dealing with our infirmities (2 Timothy 2) 

 
A news report of The Straits Times on October 10, 2020 says, “More in Singapore seek help 

for mental health issues amid Covid-19 pandemic.” It is noted that there has been a 

significant rise in the number of help-seekers across different age groups. It was observed 

that a number of existing clients of “Limitless,” a non-profit organization that deals with 

youths ’mental health, deteriorated because they lost access to coping activities and social 

support, or were stuck at home in an unconducive environment, such as (one with) poor 

family relationships or abusive parents. O’Joy, a voluntary welfare organization looking after 

the mental health of seniors, saw a 26 percent increase in the number of clients in August and 

September compared with the same period last year. 

 

If there is one who had to be mentally disturbed and stressed, it would have been Paul during 

the time he wrote this epistle. As he mentioned in verse 6, he was scheduled to be executed. 

He needed support during this time but there were some who even left him, not to go and 

labour for the Lord but to depart and love this present world. Only Luke was with him. What 

a lonely state for a man who gave his entire converted life for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

On the other hand, we cannot notice any hint of such depression in Paul’s words. He was not 

pretending. He was not hiding behind this letter. He was true to God, to Timothy and even to 

us readers. Paul did not turn his eyes to the distressing circumstances of his life, but 

continued to be faithful as a servant to his faithful Lord. So should we face threats of our 

physical health? Paul in chapter 2 expresses these teachings to Timothy. 

 

 

1) Be strong in the grace (vv 1-10) 

In verse 1, Paul says “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” Grace is to be 

understood as God’s unmerited favour to undeserving people. On the other hand, grace must 

also be seen as God’s immeasurable power to impotent people. Man does not have strength of 

his own. Every ounce of man’s energy and strength is from the Author of Life. 

 

Paul went on to illustrate real-life examples of how to be strong in the grace that is in Christ 

Jesus: a good soldier who entangles not himself with the affairs of this world; an athlete who 

strives for mastery; and a husbandman or farmer who labours hard. Paul himself endured all 

these things not for his own sake but for those who needed the gospel, the saints for 

equipping, and the souls for evangelizing! 

 

Therefore, we may be weak and incapacitated in the many things in which we desire to serve 

the Lord, but as long as the Lord enables us even to utter words of edification to the saints 

and words of evangelizing to the lost, we have to be thankful that we can still serve the Lord. 

So, Paul encouraged Timothy to continue on committing to others what he had learned from 

Paul. If he will not do it, the “buck stops” in him. The next generation will be deprived of the 

blessings we have received from those before us.  

 

We should not go into self-pity but rather engage in faithful service to our Lord. In verse 3, 

Paul told Timothy to endure hardness or to suffer afflictions as servants of Christ. Our Lord 

and Saviour went through great sufferings and afflictions for our sakes. If we call ourselves 

followers of Christ, are we sitting being pretty without experiencing what He went through? 

The minimal pains and struggles we meet on this earth is nothing compared to the blissful 

and glorious eternity we will have in Him, so be strengthened in the grace of God! 
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2) Be secured in the Lord (vv 11-18) 

The truth is if we depart from this world because of COVID-19 or due to other terminal 

illnesses, we have the hope of living with the Lord. Verse 11-12 says, “It is a faithful saying: 

For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with 

him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:” So why should we panic as if we have no hope 

and life after death? If indeed you do panic, please read again the Bible and talk to your 

pastor. No eternal security is no salvation at all! 

 

Is Jesus a liar to say these words? Did he not say to us in John 14:1-3, “Let not your heart be 

troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it 

were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 

be also.” Even the thief on the cross who “… said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 

comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou 

be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:42-43)? 

 

That is why we need to study the word of God as a hardworking man that we may not only 

learn but also teach the Word to others. We have to be first of all secured ourselves. If we are 

not assured of the promises of God, how can we be faithful witnesses of Him? I can partly 

recall one example I read before in one of the books of the Rev Timothy Tow about a man 

who sells from house to house a shampoo which he advertises as the best anti-hair fall but he 

himself is bald! I think only the blind people will buy his product! 

 

3) Be steadfast for Him (vv 19-26) 

One definite experience that every true believer is assured of is that the Lord knows all who 

are His! This is too wonderful for me. How about for you? It is already an amazing thing to 

know that someone knows us, but it is a far greater security to be known by the all-powerful, 

all-knowing and ever-present God! And it is not just knowledge of who you are but the 

knowledge of everything in you from before the foundation of this world even until eternity. 

Being known of God does not mean we are to do nothing. On the contrary, it means we 

should do all things through Him who strengthens us to keep us pleasing before His holy 

presence. If He sees everything we do, hears everything we say and knows everything we 

think of, then we should depart from iniquity. We should be like a man who purges “himself 

from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and 

prepared unto every good work” (v. 21). 

 

Rather than sinning, we should be Christians who “follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, 

with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (v. 22). Timothy was warned from 

dealing with unwanted topics that would not edify believers. As a pastor, he must be not be 

an oppressor but a counsellor. He must not be a dictator but a collaborator, and he must not 

be a detractor but a protector. So with us as Christians, our utmost desire is not just to pity 

ourselves but to look on the needs of others “that they may recover themselves out of the 

snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will” (v. 26). 
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Dealing with our financial worries (2 Timothy 3) 

 
Paul explicitly pronounces “that in the last days perilous times shall come.” It refers to a 

fierce and dangerous age. Today we are looking at an economy that is not expected to return 

to “normal” after 2 to 3 years. These worries on how we will be able to sustain ourselves and 

our families is in reality not easy. Those whose lifestyles have been so affluent are those who 

are genuinely frightened of what lies ahead. A financial analyst in Germany reportedly 

committed suicide knowing what lies ahead. Nonetheless, the poor are also very worried, not 

just of the future but even of their present situation. In third world countries, like the 

Philippines, most people rely on “hand-to-mouth” economy.  

 

The dark future of our economy today may deceive us to focus more on how we can have 

reserves rather than trusting in the all-knowing shepherd that we have in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Did not our Saviour tell us in Matthew 6:25-34, “Therefore I say unto you, Take no 

thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 

shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of 

the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 

Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can 

add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of 

the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the 

grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much 

more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? 

or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do 

the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 

added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought 

for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof”? 

 

1) Be vigilant (1-7) 

We are not looking forward to a promising life ahead on earth. The world is not getting better 

but becoming worse and worse. How great the economic and scientific advancements this 

present world may have achieved, but these do not offer solutions to the problems around. 

The difficulty in life today is increasingly felt not only among low-income people but also the 

rich and the lofty. Paul already said this will come. He did not say “maybe or may not be.”  

 

The Word of God, however, assures us for those harrowing days of our lives that will come. 

Jesus likewise said in Matthew 24:6-8, “And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see 

that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For 

nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 

and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.” 

 

The believer’s response should be to walk closely with God. The greater the affliction, the 

nearer we should be to our source of help and comfort! However, the natural man will pursue 

after the pleasures of this life. They want to desensitize their sorrows and fears by the 

excitement of this temporal life “ –wine, women and song.” Instead of loving God, they love 

their own selves. They are lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. Is it the way we 

should overcome financial worries?  

The increasing wickedness and atrocities in this world are very much tied with the prophecy 

of the coming our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! If the Bible tells us that we are in these 
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perilous times because Christ is coming soon, will we be terrorized when we lose our jobs or 

when we experience bankruptcy? This is actually a signal for you to stop giving your life to 

the world and Satan but rather be prepared for His coming! You do not have to heap up 

treasures of this world to be raptured! In fact, the more you worry of your financial concerns 

describes where your heart is! 

 

The Lord Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:42-46 “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour 

your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what 

watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house 

to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 

man cometh. Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his 

household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 

cometh shall find so doing.” 

 

2) Be prepared (vv 8-13) 

Another important doctrine in this epistle is to be prepared, for all those who will live godly 

shall suffer persecution. Hardships of life are reserved for those who will continue to be 

faithful in the Lord. This is not to torture Christians but to strengthen them to be more like the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Remember what James wrote, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 

into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let 

patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing” (James 

1:2-4). 

 

Paul recalled how he had suffered so much from the hands of both the Jews and Gentiles 

during his missionary journeys. Yet, the following times he went to confirm the believers, he 

would always pass by those places. Naturally, a man who have tasted the bitter agony in such 

a place, will rarely be persuaded to visit that place again, but for Paul, living a godly life is 

not all ease. The godly shall suffer persecution. 

 

Paul warned Timothy of the fatal end of seducers, “But evil men and seducers shall wax 

worse and worse” (v 13). These false teachers will destroy every fabric of your faith if you 

are not discerning. They will become your lecturers to love money, to find pleasures in life 

and to engage in the things of this world. They too are deceived, and they convince you with 

soothing words in order for you to continue believing in their pernicious ways. They oppose 

God-appointed leaders. They have corrupted and depraved minds. Their foolishness will be 

exposed, and they shall be punished. The Lord may not exact such justice while here on earth 

but the just and righteous will God surely compensate.  

 

3) Be reminded (vv 14-17) 

For Timothy, Paul commanded him to continue in the things which he had learned. There are 

sufferings, but we have the assurance of His presence, and more especially as He comforts 

and illumines our minds to see the truth from His Word. “All scripture is given by inspiration 

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” 

(2 Timothy 3:16-17). We have to remind ourselves that God breathed out His words for our 

sake. This is not given for us to read and fill up our free time. These are important words that 

will remind us that we are not in uncertain times. God is certain for His words are certain and 

true!  

 



Truth YAF Waterbrooks 2020 

 

10 
 

God breathed these words of all scriptures which means these words are of divine origin. 

These may be written by men like Paul, but the words are from God and of God. That is why 

any challenge or opposition towards the believer should be dealt with spiritually. Instead of 

fretting and complaining, the Lord tells us His words are complete and perfect to guide us 

through. What else should we ask of? 

 

Calvin comments, “In order to uphold the authority of the Scripture, he declares that it is 

divinely inspired; for, if it be so, it is beyond all controversy that men ought to receive it with 

reverence. This is a principle which distinguishes our religion from all others, that we know 

that God hath spoken to us, and are fully convinced that the prophets did not speak at their 

own suggestion, but that, being organs of the Holy Spirit, they only uttered what they had 

been commissioned from heaven to declare.” Thus, we worry not of the future for we have 

our Lord who faithfully will instruct us in all our sojourn here in earth! 
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Dealing with Emotional Anxieties (2 Timothy 4) 

 
Paul acknowledges in 2 Timothy 4:6, “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 

departure is at hand.” This is more than the threat of COVID-19 or economic downfall. This 

was the Apostle’s description of his impending execution. He was in prison and he perhaps 

heard or was told that he would be soon executed by the Roman Emperor.  

 

Interestingly, Paul used a word that does not paint death as the end of it all. It is translated 

here as departure. If we talk of departures in airports or in seaports, what do you see? You are 

not looking at a fearful and dreaded moment of your life. Instead, you will see flashes of the 

places of destinations. Departures present the idea of a place where we are going to. It is not 

the end. You may leave but sooner or later you will arrive. Calvin sees the nuance of the 

word as “dissolution,” and he says, “We must attend to the modes of expression by which he 

denotes his death. By the word dissolution he means that we do not altogether perish when 

we die; because it is only a separation of the soul from the body. Hence, we infer, that death 

is nothing else than a departure of the soul from the body — a definition which contains a 

testimony of the immortality of the soul.” 

 

1) Be enduring (vv 1-5) 

Paul knew that time was not for him to waver and to faint. His last days on this earth were his 

busiest hours in the Lord’s business. So his command to Timothy was not to slacken and be 

depressed. He had to preach the word, be instant in season and out of season. He had to 

reprove, rebuke and exhort with patience and endurance the teachings that were entrusted to 

him. There was no time to relax, for he had to work hard for the Lord. This is the preacher’s 

business to sincerely and zealously preach the Word of God. 

 

What does this have to do with us? We may say we are not called as preachers, nonetheless 

as believers of Christ, we are commissioned to teach God’s Word in making disciples of all 

men. We have to preach in a way to share the Word to others around us. When we turn away 

from the Lord Jesus Christ, it is easy to be attracted or to be overawed by the things of this 

world. Like Peter when he was walking on the water with the Lord Jesus Christ, the moment 

he turned his eyes and saw the waves against him, he feared and forgot that it was the Lord 

who was enabling him. When we redirect our focus to the troubles of life, we easily succumb 

to anxiety instead of trusting our God. 

 

The world will not listen to sound doctrine anymore, but for us who know the good in 

continuing to hear from Him, we have to endure! Let us not be people with itching ears 

desiring only the words that flatter and puff us up. Ceasing from preaching and hearing the 

Biblical preachers would surely bring even the Christians to deception and eventually 

distress.  

 

2) Be watchful (vv 6-8) 

Not only that Timothy had to preach constantly and continuously, he had to watch also in all 

things. This is to be sober; a literal translation is to abstain from wine. Paul told Timothy his 

impending death and that the time of his departure was nearing. To any close friend or 

comrade, this would be depressing news. To lose somebody close to us is very emotionally 

distressing.  

 

Nevertheless, Paul highlighted that such a departure would not be in vain. He had done what 

God had given him to do. He fought a good fight. He finished the course and he kept the 
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faith. He did not depart nor undermine the doctrines of the scriptures entrusted to Him. That 

is why Paul knew his destination even before his departure. He was perfectly assured that 

leaving this planet would usher him to receive the crown of righteousness laid up for him. 

The doctrine of eternal security taught here by the Apostle Paul will surely grant us peace of 

mind and calmness in our hearts in the midst of this pandemic. We have a better place ahead 

of us. It is not a doleful future, but it is indeed a blessed life ahead, so why worry when we 

know we are assured of life in God’s kingdom? Paul made mention in his letter to the 

Corinthians that those who have no hope in Christ in the eternity future are living a miserable 

life here on earth. “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 

miserable” (1 Corinthians 15:19). 

 

3) Be diligent (vv 9-22) 

Paul, now, invited Timothy to go to him. This could be his desire to see his son in the faith 

before he went to glory. Yet in this call, he mentioned his fellow comrades in the faith. Some 

of them left and some remained faithful. It is a disturbing situation when one of your close 

fellow workers is ensnared by the world or other doctrines. It is heart wrenching and affects 

our emotional and mental states. If we are not careful, we will be weighed down by these 

heavy burdens which might even cause us to collapse. 

 

Demas had forsaken the apostle, having loved this present world, and Alexander did much 

evil to Paul. In the end, Luke remained with him and several others he sent to minister to the 

different churches. Mark is recalled to service being now seen as profitable to Paul and his 

ministry.  

 

In the ministry, there are those who will fail the Lord and become a source of emotional 

distress to us. But we have to look also on the other side where there are those who are the 

source of comfort and encouragement. Moreover, Paul relates that in spite of all these, the 

Lord stood with him and strengthened him. The Lord used him mightily to labour to the 

Gentiles and though the enemy had tried his best to prevent Paul, he could not do so for the 

Lord was with him. This is the assurance of every believer, that when we are commissioned 

by God to do His work, we are assured that He will deliver us from every evil work and will 

preserve us until the time we meet our Saviour. As David Livingstone said, “I am immortal 

till my work is accomplished.” 
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Conclusion 

 
It may seem that we are living in uncertain times, but as believers of the Omnipotent, 

Omniscient and Omnipresent God, we are assured nothing is uncertain before Him. David 

sang, “Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge 

is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.” (Psalms 139:5-6). Thus, in the 

midst of this pandemic, we have the assurance to say with the Psalmist, “He that dwelleth in 

the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of 

the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. Surely he shall 

deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover 

thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and 

buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at 

noonday” (Psalms 91:1-6). 
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Upcoming activities: 
 

Date Topic Speaker Venue 

5-Dec Haggai Pr Joshua Yong #03-07 

16-19 Dec Church Camp – “Building God’s House” Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy Church 

24-Dec Christmas Carolling  Rev Dennis Kwok TBC 

 

 

Objectives of Water Brooks 
For the edification, education & encouragement of our members. 


