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The word sincere is a common word, and in 

the days where letters were a more common 

means of communication, “yours sincerely” 

was one of the more common ways of 

signing off. But what does this word sincere 

mean? A search on the theories of the 

etymology of the word sincere from the 

“English-Word Information”[1] revealed:

Several theories have been advanced to 

explain the derivation of the word 

sincere, but none has been 

substantiated! The most logical 

attributes the genesis of the word to the 

Latin sincerus, meaning "pure" or 

"clean"; but, many etymologists state 

that sincere is a compounding of sine 

cera, which means "without wax".

According to this "folk etymology", in 

the time of the ancient Romans, 

devious dealers in marble and pottery 

would conceal defects in their products 

by filling the cracks and holes with 

wax.

Honest merchants, who did not doctor 

their products, proudly displayed their 

wares as being without wax; that is, 

they were sine cera.

—Information came from The Story Behind 

the Word by Morton S. Freeman, iSi Press, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1985.

Another "origin" of sincere:

This sneaky trick (rubbing wax into the 

cracks of marble works) came to the 

attention of the Roman Senate, which 

passed a law stating that all marble 

purchased by the government must be 

sine cera, "without wax".

From this law and this root, comes our 

modern word sincere, which means 

"without deceit".

—Information came from 500 Years of New 

Words by William Sherk, Doubleday 

Canada Limited, Toronto, Canada; 1983.

One more theory of the origin of 

sincere:

“Sincerity is necessary in Christian 

character...  But such sincerity must be 

the work of God in the heart and mind 

of the believer as the heart of man is 

desperately wicked and deceitful and 

only God can know it.”

SINCERITY AND THE CHRISTIAN
By Bro. Nelson Were
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Modern scholars do not accept the 

dubious account about sincere 

originally meaning "without wax". The 

present belief is that the Latin sincerus, 

which became sincere in English, came 

from sine, "without", and some lost 

word that was akin to caries, "decay". 

It would thus be synonymous with the 

Greek akeratos, "without taint".

—Based on information from Thereby 

Hangs a Tale by Charles Earle Funk, 

Harper & Row, Publishers, New York, 

1950.

 From these theories, the word 

sincere is presented as a precautionary word 

as it arose out of the deceptions of men 

which have for their root the total depravity  

of man. The word also presents man’s need 

to distinguish the honest from the devious 

and thus it was used as a testimony of the 

absence of deceit. How true this is for a 

world lost in sin and without God and 

where deceit and rebellion abound. But 

what about the Christian and sincerity, what  

would this word mean? How should the 

believer understand this word and relate to 

it? 

 In the Bible, the English word 

Sincerity occurs 7 times with only one 

occurrence in the Old Testament (Joshua 

24:14[2]). The 6 New Testament 

occurrences are all found in Pauline epistles 

with the last being in Titus 2:7[3]. It is from 

these 7 occurrences of the Word in the 

English Bible, which we are going to use to 

understand the meaning of the Word 

Sincerity and how we as Christians should 

understand it.

1. Sincerity as the soul’s character in 

approaching God (Joshua 24:14)

"The best test of sincerity is not 

always the open hostility of foes, for 

this often braces up the energies of 

combat, while at the same time it 

makes the path of duty clear.  Still 

less is it at the hour of triumph over 

our foes, then there is no temptation 

to rebel.  The real test of our 

faithfulness to God is in most cases 

is our power to continue steadfastly 

in one course of conduct when the 

excitement of conflict is removed, 

and the enemies with which we have 

to contend are the insidious 

allurements of ease or custom amid 

the common place duties of 

life." (Redpath)

 Sincerity is presented here as 

providing a persevering strength to the soul 

surrounded by the temptations to sin and 

rebellion. The heart, which would 

otherwise give in to the temptations that 

abound, is reined in by sincerity and truth. 

From Joshua 24:14 we see that a choice 

made in sincerity of heart sets apart the 

heart for the object it chooses. A conscious 

choice to enter into a covenant of service 

and devotion to the LORD is to be a 

personal and exclusive one where someone 

chooses for himself (vs. 15) and also 

chooses to serve God alone and exclusively 

(vs. 14). This is possible for a heart having 

sincerity. 

“As the ape in the fable, dressed like 

a man, when nuts are thrown before 

her, cannot then dissemble her 

nature any longer, but shows herself 

an ape indeed; so does a false heart 

bewray itself before it is aware, 

when a fair occasion is presented  

for its lust. Sincerity however keeps 

the soul pure in the face of 

temptation. … A false heart usually 

starts aside, and yields to sin, when 

Sincerity and the Christian
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it can hide itself in a crowd, and 

have store of company, under which 

it may shroud itself.” (Gurnal) 

 To the Israelites, Joshua presented 

the mercies and grace of God as seen in 

their history as he seeks to call them to a 

response of a lifetime of service and 

devotion to God. Although they, as a nation, 

were under obligation to the LORD, their 

duty and devotion to the LORD had to be 

out of gratitude, which was to be reflected 

in their approach to God in sincerity and 

truth. The whole heart has to be engaged or 

else a door will be left open for departure 

and the engagement has to be according to 

His infallible directions as given in the 

Word else the deceitfulness of the heart 

may render void all devotions.

2. Sincerity as the heart’s attitude 

and response towards God (1 Cor 

5:8; 2 Cor 1:12; 2:17)

 A character free from all admixtures 

is the message of sincerity as presented by 

Paul in 1 Corinthians 5:8. This is set in the 

background and setting of the need for 

discipline in the church. The word used by 

Paul in his Corinthian correspondence, 

which is translated sincerity presents the 

heart’s attitude of the believer in response 

to God’s Word, service and name. We 

receive from the Lord a name, that is pure 

and exalted – the name of Christ, and are 

called to serve and represent a God that is 

holy and just and righteous; as such, our 

response should be a character and attitude 

that reflects name and privilege we bear. By 

sincerity, we keep it pure, and deliver it in 

its purity as a testimony to mankind. The 

Corinthians were urged to purge the old 

leaven to keep the feast with the 

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth (1 

Cor. 5:8) when sin was openly practiced 

without remorse or repentance. And Paul 

himself rejoiced in the fact that he had 

conducted himself in the world in the 

simplicity and sincerity that comes from 

God[4], as opposed to fleshly wisdom (2 

Cor. 1:12) when many false apostles and 

prophets who had infiltrated the church at 

Corinth. Paul declared that he was not one 

of those who corrupt and adulterate the 

Word of God but that in Christ he spoke 

with sincerity (2 Cor. 2:17) since he 

understood the privilege and grace 

bestowed upon him as a minister of the 

word.

“There were no hidden actions in 

Paul's life. We might well add a new 

beatitude to the list, "Blessed is the 

man who has nothing to hide." It is 

an old jest to tell of how a man went 

from door to door saying, "Flee! All 

is discovered!" and how the most 

unlikely people fled. It is said that 

once an architect offered to build a 

Greek philosopher a house so 

constructed that it would be 

impossible to see into it. "I will give 

you double your fee," said the 

philosopher, "if you will build me a 

house into every room of which 

everyone can see." The word Paul 

uses for purity (eilikrineia) is most 

interesting. It may describe 

something which can bear the test of 

being held up to the light of the sun 

and looked at with the sun shining 

through it. Happy is the man whose 

every action will bear the light of 

day and who, like Paul, can claim 

that there are no hidden actions in 

his life.” (Daily Study Bible)

 Sincerity is necessary in Christian 

character as it enables the Christian to 

Sincerity and the Christian
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examine his motives and to keep pure his 

testimony. But such sincerity must be the 

work of God in the heart and mind of the 

believer as the heart of man is desperately 

wicked and deceitful and only God can 

know it.

3. Sincerity as the heart’s affection 

in service (2Cor 8:8)

“Many of us like to think that we 

can love without giving.  But what 

does 1Jo 3:17-18 say? But whoever 

has this world's goods, and sees his 

brother in need, and shuts up his 

heart from him, how does the love of 

God abide in him?  My little 

children, let us not love in word or 

in tongue, but in deed and in truth.  

Jesus said much the same in Mat 

6:21: For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.  What 

we give, and how we follow through 

on our commitment to give, are 

valid tests of our love.” (Guzik)

 True faith bears fruit, and as such, 

he who has true faith, by and by at 

opportune moments produces the fruit of 

faith. The opportune moments are provided 

for the Christian by the duties and 

obligations required of the believer towards 

God by serving his fellow men in 

accordance to their God-given giftings, 

talents and abilities. And as this may be 

done by the hypocrite through an outward 

show which denies the power thereof, Paul 

distinguishes the genuineness of the duties 

performed by the believer from that of the 

hypocrite by its sincerity.  Many would out 

of compulsion do something, but the true 

ones would out of love freely give 

themselves to duty. 

“Before the apostle proceeds to 

another argument he takes care to 

prevent any misapprehensions of his 

design to impose on them, or to bind 

heavy burdens upon them by his 

authority; and tells them (2Cor 8:8) 

he does not speak by commandment, 

or in a way of authority. I give my 

advice, 2Cor 8:10. He took 

occasion from the forwardness of 

others to propose what would be 

expedient for them, and would prove 

the sincerity of their love, or be the 

genuine effect and evidence thereof. 

Note, A great difference should be 

made between plain and positive 

duty, and the improvement of a 

present opportunity of doing or 

getting good. Many a thing which is 

good for us to do, yet can not be 

said to be, by express and 

indispensable commandment, our 

duty at this or that time.” (Henry)

4. Sincerity as the heart’s 

genuineness in the believer’s walk 

(Eph 6:24; Titus 2:7)

 Sincerity enables the believer to 

think, act and speak well of God as an 

ambassador of Christ, bearing the name of 

Christ. Many a time the name of Christ has 

been dragged through the mud and scorned 

because of the testimony and walk of one 

who calls himself a Christian yet behaves in 

an unbecoming manner. Sincerity in the 

heart guides and governs both speech from 

the mouth and behavior. To the Ephesians 

Paul pronounces a blessing of grace upon 

those who love Christ with sincerity, and to 

Titus, Paul exhorts behavior that patterns 

and leaves a mark in the lives it influences 

and at the same time corresponds to the 

doctrine it holds on to. 

“In doctrine, showing 

uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity; 

Sincerity and the Christian
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the apostle here either returns again 

to his advice about doctrine, that it 

should be delivered out pure and 

incorrupt, free from error and 

heresy, and every mixture and 

invention of man's; and with all 

gravity of speech and countenance, 

without levity in expression, and 

airiness of gesture; and that it be 

the sincere milk of the word that is 

given forth, and that with all 

integrity and uprightness of soul: or 

else this refers to the life and 

conversation of the teacher, as 

answering to his doctrine, and 

going along with it; and the sense 

is, in, or with doctrine, along with 

the doctrine preached, let the 

conversation be pure and incorrupt, 

free from the pollutions of the 

world, and from any governing vice; 

and let it be attended with gravity in 

word, gesture, look, and dress; and 

with all sincerity, faithfulness, and 

simplicity, in all our dealings, either 

with the saints, or with the men of 

the world.” (Gill)

 Thus from these citations and 

explanations, what can we say concerning 

the Christian and sincerity?

a. What God says regarding sincerity

 We have seen that not only is 

sincerity is a gift of God’s grace towards his 

children. From the Old Testament usage of 

the Hebrew word, it is a requirement God 

placed on those whom he called and found 

favor in His sight e.g. Noah (gen 6:9); 

Abraham (Gen 17:1); Children of Israel 

(Deut 18:13); and most interestingly it was 

the condition in which Lucifer was created 

before his fall (Eze 28:15) etc.  

b. What our minds tell us about 

sincerity

 The mind of the believer is a 

renewed mind (Rom 12:1-2) and as such it 

should understand sincerity also as a 

responsibility that is to be reflected in life 

and example as can be seen of the apostle 

Paul in his testimony and exhortations.

c. Being sincerely right, sincerely 

wrong and using sincerity rightly, 

wrongly

 Our sincerity does not become the 

standard by which all is to be measured. 

Even our sincerity is to be subjected to 

scriptural scrutiny and should only be 

valued as far as it is in accordance to the 

Will of God as clearly revealed in the Holy 

Scriptures for it is the Holy Scriptures that 

can make one wise unto salvation.

Sincere, But Fatally Mistaken

I wonder if some of us realize that it 

is criminal ignorance to be ignorant 

of the Word of God. I heard a man 

on one of the northern railroads — I 

think it was the Northern Pacific — 

who was on a train that was making 

its way as best it could against the 

force of a blizzard. The storm was 

so terrible that as people looked out 

from the car windows they could not 

tell whether there was a station 

there or not. If you could see this 

man’s head today, you would see a 

man that seemed about seventy or 

eighty years old, his hair being 

perfectly white; but if you could 

look upon his body you would say 

that the man did not seem to be 

more than thirty or forty-five years 

of age. Every little while the train 

would stop and the brakeman would 

Sincerity and the Christian
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call out the name of the station, and 

some people would get out, and then 

the train would go on. There was a 

lady with a little child who was very 

much concerned lest she might not 

leave the train at the proper place. 

This man noticed her anxiety and 

said: "You need not give yourself 

any concern. I know the road 

perfectly well. I will tell you when 

you come to your station." The train 

stopped at the station before the one 

at which this woman wished to 

alight, and the brakeman called out 

the name. They went on, and after 

some minutes the train stopped 

again, and this man leaned over and 

said to the woman, "Now is your 

time; get out quickly." She took her 

child and left the car, and the train 

went on. In a few minutes it stopped 

again and then the brakeman called 

out the name of the station at which 

this woman had wished to alight. 

This man ran up to the brakeman 

and said, "Why, you have already 

stopped at that station." The 

brakeman said, "No, there was 

something the matter with the 

engine and we stopped for a few 

minutes to repair it." He said, "I put 

that woman and her child off in the 

storm!" They went back — some of 

the men on the train — to try to find 

them, and they found the woman 

holding her child in her arms, and 

both of them were frozen to death. O 

friends, it is an awful thing for us to 

give people wrong directions 

concerning the truth of God. — B. 

F. M.

-Present Day Parables, W. Chapman

[1] The information was obtained from http://
wordinfo.info/unit/3846 

[2] Although the Hebrew word translated as sincerity 
in this passage occurs 91 times in the Old Testament. 
This word means “entire (literally, figuratively or 
morally); also (as noun) integrity, truth: - 
without blemish, complete, full, perfect, 
sincerely (-ity), sound, without spot, undefiled, 
upright (-ly), whole.” The first occurrence of 
this word is found in Genesis 6:9 describing the 
character of Noah as “perfect in his 
generations.” It is also used of the requirement 
of God concerning Abraham in Gen 17:1 “and be 
thou perfect.” The last occurrence of the word 
in the Old Testament is found in Amos 5:10.

[3] Although we have six occurrences of the 
English word, they are derived from 3 Greek 
words which appear a total of 15 times in the 
New Testament. The words are: (1) eilikrineia 
(which occurs 3 times) meaning clearness, that 
is, (by implication) purity (figuratively): - 
sincerity. (2) gne sios (which occurs 4 times) 
meaning legitimate (of birth), that is, genuine: 
- own, sincerity, true. and (3) Aphtharsia 
(which occurs 8 times) meaning 
incorruptibility; generally unending existence; 
(figuratively) genuineness: - immortality, 
incorruption, sincerity.

[4] This phrase godly sincerity would present the 
sincerity being talked about by Paul as a gift from 
God and which is evidenced in the life of the 
believer as a result of the work of God on the soul 
and hence can be put as the God-kind of sincerity. 
“And godly sincerity - Greek “sincerity of God.” 
This may be a Hebrew idiom, by which the 
superlative degree is indicated, when, in order to 
express the highest degree, they added the name of 
God, as in the phrases “mountains of God,” 
signifying the highest mountains, or “cedars of 
God,” denoting lofty cedars. Or it may mean such 
sincerity as God manifests and approves such as he, 
by his grace, would produce in the heart; such as 
the religion of the gospel is suited to 
produce.” (Barnes)

Sincerity and the Christian
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INTRODUCTION

Which comes first, the full grown beetle or the 

larvae? Up to perhaps 1871, man generally believed 

that God created, it is taught in God’s Word the 

Bible. Therefore the answer is clear – the beetle 

comes first, God created it full-grown. 

 But for Charles Darwin, the man who wrote 

the books “On the Origin of Species” (1859) and 

“The Descent of Man” (1871), he suggested a 

different foundation to man’s origin. That foundation 

is evolution. Commented Ruth Moore accurately in 

Life Natural Encyclopaedia entitled “Evolution” - 

“At two strokes Darwin gave modern science a 

rationale, a philosophy, an evolutionary, and thereby 

a revolutionary, way of thinking about the universe 

and everything in it, and incidentally established 

himself as the Newton of biology. But at the same 

time he dealt man’s preening self-esteem a body 

blow from which it may never recover, and for 

which Darwin may never be quite forgiven. For it is 

one thing for man to be told (and want to believe) 

that he was created in the literal image of God. It is 

quite another thing for him to be told (and have to 

accept) that he is, while unique, merely the 

culmination of a billion years of ever-evolving life, 

and that he must trace his godhood down a gnarled 

and twisted family tree through mammals and 

amphibians to the lowly fish and thence to some 

anonymous, if miraculous, Adam molecule.”

 The face of contemporary man according to 

the theory of evolution is from the fish – SHARK ! 

LIZARD ! OPPOSUM ! LEMUR ! MONKEY 

! GORILLA ! MAN. According to the theory of 

evolution, man “in the lower orders evolved from 

the fish - here represented by the shark, the jaw is 

simply an underslung mouth, the nose just a snout, 

the forehead flat and the head long. Progressing 

through reptiles, marsupials and primates to man, the 

jaw pushes down and forward, the eyes work their 

way to the front of the 

head for true binocular 

vision. The head becomes 

increasing spherical – the 

most efficient shape for 

maximum brain in 

minimum skull.”[1] Thus 

began nearly 150 years of 

brainwashing that man by 

his imagination 

established beyond 

“reasonable” doubt in his 

own mind that God did not create us. Darwin and 

others claimed by observation of the natural world 

that evolution is the logical conclusion to the 

question of man’s origin. Today, every major school 

textbook teaches this untruth that man evolved from 

the one cell called the amoeba, given time and 

chance, became man. 

 Thus, this rhetorical question “What if God 

created us?” provides an outright rebuke to every 

soothsayer or atheist who denies that God created us. 

For the child of God, this truth that God created us is 

a most comforting truth whereby he rested his 

existence upon. Can a true Christian not believe that 

God created us? It is not fathomable, God forbid! 

This understanding of the truth comes by the 

illumination of the Holy Spirit. It is like a light bulb 

that is suddenly switched on and we are able to see 

the light. Whereas before we do not know where we 

come from, now we are sure – God created us. It is 

to be taken by faith. How do we know? Because 

God says it, we believe it and that settles it. This is 

how the Apostle Paul explains it in 1 Corinthians 

2:9-12 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor 

ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 

the things which God hath prepared for them that 

love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his 

WHAT IF GOD CREATED US?
By Pr. Lek Aik Wee
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Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 

deep things of God. For what man knoweth the 

things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in 

him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but 

the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the 

spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 

that we might know the things that are freely given 

to us of God.” The things freely given by God to 

man is written in His Word – The Bible. The things 

that are freely given to us are recorded for us in the 

Bible. 

 The Bible is God’s Word - “All scripture is 

given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16). The 

phrase “given by inspiration of God” in our King 

James translation is one word in the Greek – God-

breathed. All Scripture is God-breathed is the literal 

translation.  It is from the very breath of God that 

these words are given. It describes the divine origin 

and source of Scripture. It is the voice of God 

speaking through Scripture. The utterance of the 

Eternal God, as if the heaven were to be opened and 

we heard God speaking to us with human voice. It 

carries with it the divine authority of God. When 

Scripture speaks, all must stand corrected, all critics 

silenced. Paul did not write “all the scripture” but 

“all scripture”. The absence of the definite article 

emphasizes the quality and character of Scriptures. 

The Bible carries the credentials of the Almighty 

God. And the adjective used here is “all”. “All” 

means “all”, nothing is left out. Every book, every 

chapter, every verse, every word and every letter of 

it is given by God. There is no part of Scripture that 

is not the very voice of God. All 66 Books of it is 

God-breathed – inspired. The Bible is the only Book 

God has ever written. The word “Scripture” tells us 

that God has committed His revelation to mankind 

in writing. Words have meaning and sentences 

convey meaning by its syntax and grammar. We can 

therefore study and understand the divine message 

that is given to us.

 The Christian mindset is “I believe therefore 

I understand.” This faith in God’s revealed truth is 

far superior to human intelligence. Human 

intelligence is fallible. He based his understanding 

on the fertility of his imagination, in other words, 

anything goes. That is how evolutionist deduced that 

man evolved from the fish. However, he is limited 

by time and space. He relied upon what little 

“evidence” he could find and drew conclusions 

without ever able to come to the full knowledge of 

the facts due to his limitation in time and space.

 John Calvin said well of what is biblical 

faith, “Faith is far superior to human intelligence. It 

comes from the illumination of the Holy Spirit. 

Faith, thus given by God, has a twofold aspect. It 

enlightens the mind to understand the truth of God, 

and establishes the heart in it. And the Holy Spirit 

not only originates faith, but increases it by degrees, 

till He conducts us by it all the way to heaven.” 

 What is written in the first words of the Bible 

is worthy of our careful study to help us answer this 

question as to our origin. Genesis 1:1 says, “In the 

beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.” 

This statement was written by Moses, the servant of 

God whom spoke God face to face (Ex. 33:11). 

Moses was not there when the world was created. 

God told him. Moses took God at His Word, 

believed it and wrote it for all posterity. God also 

told Moses that He created man. Man was created in 

the image of God to reflect the glory of God. We are 

special in God’s 6 day creative work. Men were 

created last but given the great privilege to take care 

of God’s entire creation.

“When God made the universe, the earth was the 

focus!

When God made the earth, man was the focus!

Man was made to have dominion on all of God’s 

creation on earth.”

 Genesis 1:26-28 “And God said, Let us make 

man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 

fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 

What if God created Us?
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earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 

upon the earth. So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God created he him; male and 

female created he them. And God blessed them, and 

God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl 

of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 

upon the earth.”

 How did God created man? Genesis 2:7 tells 

us we are formed from the dust of the ground, “And 

the LORD God formed man of the dust of the 

ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life; and man became a living soul.”

 It is interesting how the ancient writing of 

the Chinese sons of Noah recorded the account of 

man’s creation that only the Genesis account fits 

perfectly. If you read Genesis 2:4 cf. 2:7, the word 

“LORD” is first used “!"#!$% ” “YHWH” to 

signify a personal relationship between God and 

man. Genesis 2:7 “And the LORD God formed man 

of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 

soul.” This is the Chinese character “zao” given 

below.

is dust,  is mouth, 

is movement or life, 

 is “able to walk”.

 God made man from the dust of the ground 

and breathed (mouth) into his nostrils the breath of 

life (movement or life) and he became a living soul 

(able to walk).

 This is the biblical world-view of man’s 

origin. This is revealed to us by God through Moses 

in the book of Genesis so that we may know that 

God created us. 

 The majority of mankind today either do not 

know, cannot comprehend or refuse to acknowledge 

that God created us. This article is written to 

strengthen the faith of Christians, to help Christians 

to give a reason for their faith.

(1) Knowing the Source of Man’s True 

Blessedness

God is the source of man’s existence. He is the 

source of our blessedness. The study of God draws 

us nigh to the source of man’s true blessedness. This 

is the Chinese character “Fu”.

    

   Blessedness

 Consider the Chinese character for 

blessedness is pronounced “Fu”. If you dissect the 

left radical it is the shortened form of the radical for 

“God”, given below.

What if God created us?
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The right radical of “fu” begins with “one”            

The radical for “mouth” signifying a “man”      

 

The radical for “farm” signifying the “garden”  

 Man in close relationship with His Creator 

God is true blessedness. The study of God brings us 

to the true Source of our blessedness. The more we 

know God, the more we know ourselves for we are 

made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). The more 

we know God Almighty, the more we are awe struck 

and humbled by God’s condescension upon us. 

When we are connected with the source of life, we 

have life in its fullness.

(2) Acknowledging the Myth of Evolution by 

embracing Biblical Creationism

If and when we accept the truth concerning biblical 

revelation of man’s origin, the entire jigsaw of man’s 

existence will fall into place. If God created man, 

then we can explain why does man have to die? And 

we are able to address the solution to man’s greatest 

impasse – death.

(a) Why does man have to die?

The Bible tells us that when God created the first 

man Adam. He gave specific instructions to Adam 

that he is not to partake of the fruit from the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil. The moment he eats 

the fruit, he shall surely die. 

 Genesis 2:16-17 “And the LORD God 

commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 

garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 

for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 

surely die.”

 Adam and his wife Eve sinned when they 

disobeyed God’s specific instruction by eating the 

fruit from the tree of the knowledge good and evil, 

man henceforth had to die.

(b) What is God’s solution to man’s impasse - death?

The Bible gives God’s Special Revelation to man 

concerning his origin. Jesus Christ is God’s Final 

Revelation. He is the Saviour of mankind from the 

impasse of death. 

 This is taught to us in Hebrews 1:1-3 “God, 

who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 

time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in 

these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he 

hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he 

made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his 

glory, and the express image of his person, and 

upholding all things by the word of his power, when 

he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 

right hand of the Majesty on high.

(c) Who is Jesus? 

He is Creator - All things were made by him; and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. 

(John 1:3) He is God’s Son who is called the 

“appointed heir” and the “express image” of God, in 

other words, He is the exact representative of God. 

He upholds all things that He has created by His 

power which comes to pass by His spoken word – 

What if God created us?
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He sustains the universe. Finally, He is also Saviour 

for He purged (took away) our sins by His death on 

the cross and rose victorious over death by His 

resurrection on the third day. After appearing in His 

resurrected body before his disciples for 40 days, He 

was ascended to heaven seated at the right hand of 

the Father. 

 All who repent from their sins and will put 

their trust in Jesus will be saved from the 

condemnation of hell and be transported to the 

blessings of heaven when he dies. Heaven or hell, 

death is the separation. This is God’s order for the 

universe that He has created. And because man is 

made in His image, it grieves His heart to see man 

perish in his sins. Hence, God sent His Son to be 

born of a virgin, the seed of a woman (Genesis 

3:15), to provide man the solution to sin and death. 

We have heard of the seed of man but the seed of a 

woman is unheard of! The seed of fallen man cannot 

solve the problem of sin because of the sin nature 

that he inherited as a result of Adam’s fall. But Jesus 

is from the seed of a woman. Mary conceived Jesus 

of the Holy Ghost therefore Jesus does not inherit 

the sin nature of fallen man. Being sinless, Jesus is 

the perfect substitute for man’s sins. As John the 

Baptizer said testified in John 1:29 “The next day 

John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold 

the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 

world.”  

 Jesus is the Lamb of God that mends the 

broken relationship between man and God as a result 

of sin. Jesus is fully God and fully nan. As God, He 

represented God and as Man, He represented man. 

He is the Mediator between God and man. Jesus 

made right the relationship between God and man. 

This is the Chinese character for righteousness, 

pronounced “Yi” given below.

         Me              Lamb     =     Righteousness    

 It consists of the radical for “lamb” at the top 

that covers “me”, giving to me righteousness. When 

Adam and Eve partook of the fruit of the knowledge 

of good and evil, they felt ashamed, they realized 

they were naked – Genesis 3:10-12 “And he (Adam) 

said, I heard thy (God’s) voice in the garden, and I 

was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? 

Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded 

thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, 

The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 

gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” [Brackets and 

words in italics are added] 

 God had to cloth them with the skin of an 

animal to cover their nakedness - Genesis 3:21 

“Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God 

make coats of skins, and clothed them.” It is a pre-

figuring of Christ on the cross. Jesus was the Lamb 

of God that died for the sins of the world to 

reconcile man to God - “For there is one God, and 

one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). 

 Jesus Christ is God’s only solution for 

mankind. The Bible is God’s revelation of this 

solution. The theme of the Bible is Jesus Christ. The 

Old Testament revealed the Christ to come and the 

New Testament revealed the Christ that has come.

CONCLUSION

It is the truth that God created us. But man fell into 

sin and the condemnation of sin is death. The 

solution to man’s sin is Jesus Christ who died for the 

sins of man that man may be justified before God. 

This is the plain truth stated and it is the only 

message of salvation for this dying world – “Only 

Jesus Saves”! 

 The theory of evolution concerning man’s 

origin has deceived many. It is the authoritative 

teaching in every school today. Our children are 

being bombarded with the lie concerning his origin 

with no recourse unless we teach and fortify them 

What if God created us?
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with the truth from the Bible. This is the raging 

battle for the souls of our children. 

 Dr SH Tow summed up well the case for 

biblical creationism and the snare of evolution, 

“Evolution is speculative, ever changing, ever 

shifting, engenders lawlessness, immorality. 

Creation is revelation, confirmed by observation 

engenders godliness, sure and steadfast.”

 May the Lord raise up His witnesses to the 

truth in these last days responding to the clarion call 

of the prophet Isaiah - for when the enemy shall 

come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall 

lift up a standard against him. (Isaiah 59:19b)

 May the Lord use every member of Truth AF 

to earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to 

the saint (Jude 3). Amen.

[1] Life Natural Library – Evolution, Ruth Moore, 1974, 
130-131.

A Poem by John 
Newton
Kindle, Saviour, in my heart,

A flame of  love divine;

Hear, for mine I trust thou art,

And sure I would be thine;

If  my soul has felt thy grace,

If  to me thy name is known;

Why should trifles fill the place

Due to thyself  alone?

‘Tis a strange mysterious life

I live from day to day;

Light and darkness, peace and strife,

Bear an alternate sway:

When I think the battle won,

I have to fight it o’er again;

When I say I’m overthrown,

Relief  I soon obtain.

Often at the mercy-seat,

While calling on thy name,

Swarms of  evil thoughts I meet,

Which fill my soul with shame.

Agitated in my mind,

Like a feather in the air,

Can I thus a blessing find?

My soul, can this be pray’r?

But when Christ, my Lord and Friend,

Is pleas’d to show his pow’r

All at once my troubles end,

And I’ve a golden hour;

Then I see his smiling face,

Feel the pledge of  joys to come:

Often, Lord, repeat this grace

Till thou shalt call me home.

What if God created us?
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When a man’s heart is right with 

God the mysterious utterances of 

the Bible are spirit and life to him. 

Spiritual truth is discernible only 

to a pure heart, not to a keen 

intellect. It is not a question of 

profundity of intellect, but of 

purity of heart. 

Bringing Sons Unto Glory, 231 L; 

Oswald Chambers
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Sin is a reproach 

to any people 

(Proverbs 14:34). 

That in itself is 

sin’s own 

punishment; for 

“whosoever 

committeth sin is 

the servant of 

sin” (John 8:34). 

Christians must 

never fancy to 

keep on sinning 

because they have gotten away with it 

many times. If you are a child of God, 

expect to get scorched when you play with 

fire and you can “be sure your sin will find 

you out” (Numbers 32:23).

 In order to see an awful picture of 

sin, one need only to look back to the cross 

at Calvary and remember the price that was 

paid for its penalty. Yet in spite of this, sin 

has never ceased to wreak havoc upon 

many lives. So why do people sin? What 

leads or motivates us to sin? What then if 

we do commit sin?

 The Epistle of James has this 

straightforward answer. “But every man is 

tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 

lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath 

conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, 

when it is finished, bringeth forth 

death” (James 1:14-15). A death sentence, 

no less, awaits every sinner.

 Subtle are the ways that lead to sin. 

However, the Scriptures do not leave us 

clueless about how we ought to regard sin 

and the temptation that precedes it. One 

such passage to glean upon is 1 Corinthians 

10:12-13. “Wherefore let him that thinketh 

he standeth take heed lest he fall. There 

hath no temptation taken you but such as is 

common to man: but God is faithful, who 

will not suffer you to be tempted above that 

ye are able; but will with the temptation 

also make a way to escape, that ye may be 

able to bear it.” 

1) The likely target

All men, from the least to the best, are 

potential targets of temptation to sin. No 

one is excused. Even our Lord Jesus Christ 

was not spared by the devil’s temptations in 

the wilderness “but was in all points 

tempted like as we are, yet without 

sin” (Hebrews 4:15b).

 Scriptures talk about a certain class 

of people that are the most likely to fall into 

sin. The Apostle Paul pointed out such an 

one as “…him that thinketh he standeth.” 

Here is a man so proud and so confidently 

cocksure of himself thinking that he is 

strong enough to withstand the promptings 

of the devil. Do take note that he is not one 

that really standeth, but the one that only 

“thinketh he standeth.” 

 This person is someone who thinks 

he is a spiritual superman; that no amount 

of temptation can ever move him to fall into 

sin. And pride is behind all this confidence 

in thinking that he stands secure and 

invincible to the taunts of sin. Nonetheless, 

Proverbs 16:18 clearly points out that pride 

is sin’s precursor. “Pride goeth before 

destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 

fall.”

 Once we begin to think that we are 

so holy and spiritual, self-righteousness can 

set in. Christians must be wary that sin can 

still lurk within our members waiting to 

pounce upon every opportunity. “If we say 

that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8). And 

AN ANATOMY OF SIN & TEMPTATION
By Pr. Richard Tiu
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when we think sin’s temptations can no 

longer affect us, do take serious heed! Our 

fall is surely about to come our way.

 Satan knows how to use this ploy to 

deceive us. He feeds our minds with pride 

so we become swell-headed to think that 

falling into temptations is just child’s play; 

and that it is only for those who are young 

and immature in the faith. But the truth is 

that it can happen to any believer. It has 

happened to the apostles; and likewise to 

pastors, elders and leaders of many 

churches. So what makes us think it cannot 

happen to us? 

 Take heed! Temptation hits every 

Christian whether young or old; and “him 

that thinketh he standeth” is the most likely 

candidate to fall into it. 

2) The nature of temptation

No temptation is uncommon or 

extraordinary. It may only differ in intensity 

and frequency but all have the same nature 

in that it is “common.” There is no such 

thing as a unique or special kind of 

temptation that cannot be resisted. That is 

the emphasis of verse 13a. “There hath no 

temptation taken you but such as is 

common to man.” 

 In other words, all temptations carry 

the same first name “common.” It is not the 

extraordinary temptation but the ordinary 

weakness of the mind and body that causes 

one to fall into sin. Simply put, all 

temptations have the same character and 

that it can be overcome; it can be refused; 

we can always say no to it and turn away 

from it.

 It comes from three areas in our life: 

the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 

the pride of life (1Jn 2:16). It was in these 

same areas that Adam and Eve were 

tempted by the serpent and eventually fell 

into what is now called as the “original 

sin” (Gen 3:6). Likewise was Jesus tempted 

in these three areas but, in contrast, He was 

able to overcome them all (Matt 4:1-11).

 So the nature of temptation that 

comes to us is basically the same. It is not a 

problem of an uncommon temptation but a 

common weakness of the flesh. As frail 

human beings, we need to be very watchful 

and prayerful. As Jesus said in Matthew 

26:41, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not 

into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, 

but the flesh is weak.” 

 So we need to be vigilant and to be 

on guard always against the wiles of the 

evil one. And let our prayer be as the Lord 

has taught us, “And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil” (Luke 

11:4).

3) The deliverer from temptation

Who then can deliver the Christian from 

temptation since he is weak in the flesh? 

Verse 13b holds the key, “But God is 

faithful.” It is God who delivers us from 

falling into sin since on our own it is 

impossible. He is faithful in that He never 

leaves His children to face their temptations 

alone. He will always be by our side to 

lead, guide and see us through the many 

temptations and trials in life. 2 Peter 2:9 

gives this assurance, “The Lord knoweth 

how to deliver the godly out of 

temptations.” 

 So the most important point to 

consider here is, “Can we be counted 

among the godly?” Have we accepted the 

ways of Christ? Are we obedient to His 

word? Most importantly, have we received 

Him as our Lord and personal Saviour? The 

ungodly may never have the power to 

overcome the temptation to sin because 

they belong to the tempter in the first place. 

An anatomy of sin and temptation

T
A

F
T
IM

E
S

 N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r,

 2
0
1
1



17

They belong to Satan and they are not 

likely to resist him.

 But for those who are of God in 

Christ Jesus, the Bible says “But God is 

faithful, who will not suffer you to be 

tempted above that ye are able; but will 

with the temptation also make a way to 

escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

 Know that God will be standing by 

our side and He will not allow us to be 

tempted beyond our capacity to endure. He 

will put a limit to any temptation that 

comes to us. Not only that, the verse also 

says that God will also show us the way out 

of that temptation “that ye may be able to 

bear.” 

 This means that while we depend 

upon God for deliverance, we also have a 

human responsibility. God has enabled us 

to bear, so we must be able to bear; and we 

must make that earnest effort to resist the 

urge to sin. We cannot just pray “lead us not 

into temptation,” then just walk right into it 

the next moment. 

 Keep in mind that there is no such 

thing as an unbearable temptation if you are 

a child of God. As Christians, we are called 

to be overcomers of sin and the temptations 

of this world that God may use us as a light 

shining for Him in this dark and evil world.

(Bro. Richard Tiu is current serving in the 

Gethsemane Bible Institute [missionary-in-

charge])

Oswald Chambers

“We all have the trick of saying—If only 

I were not where I am!—If only I had not 

got the kind of people I have to live with! 

If our faith or our religion does not help 

us in the conditions we are in, we have 

either a further struggle to go through, 

or we had better abandon that faith and 

religion.”  

The Shadow of an Agony, 1178 L

“When we no longer seek God for His 

blessings, we have time to seek Him for 

Himself.”  

The Moral Foundations of Life, 728 L;

An anatomy of sin and temptation
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Message text: John 9:1-7

This passage tells us of the account of the healing of 

a blind man by the Lord Jesus. This man was born 

blind. It was the universal opinion or belief amongst 

the Jews that calamities of all kinds were the effect 

of sin. As the man was born blind, the disciples 

could not conclude if it was because of his sin or his 

parents’ sin. 

 John 9:3-5,  “Jesus answered, Neither hath 

this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works 

of God should be made manifest in him. I must work 

the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the 

night cometh, when no man can work. As long as I 

am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

Having said that, Jesus spat on the ground, and 

mixed clay with His spittle, and used the clay to 

cover the man’s eyes, and asked him to wash in the 

pool of Siloam. The man obediently went, and 

washed, and came seeing, with all the years of 

darkness washed away.

 The topic for our consideration is “Work as 

Jesus Works,” and the main verse is taken from John 

9:4, which say, “I must work the works of him that 

sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no 

man can work.”)

1. What is the work of Jesus?

John 9:4 says, “I must work the works of him that 

sent me”.

 This is the mission of the Lord Jesus, to 

accomplish the will of God the Father.

 At the Garden of Gethsamane, the Lord Jesus 

reiterated while under the weight of carrying 

humanity’s sins, in Luke 22:42, “Saying, Father, if 

thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 

nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” 

 And in John 5:30, Jesus says, “I can of mine 

own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 

judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, 

but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” In so 

doing, the Lord Jesus “gave himself for our sins, that 

he might deliver us from this present evil world, 

according to the will of God and our 

Father:” (Galatians 1:4).

 Even from young, the childhood Jesus at the 

age of 12 told his earthly parents in

Luke 2:49,  “And he said unto them, How is it that 

ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 

Father's business?” Specifically, what are His works 

mentioned in this passage? They are the Works of 

mercy and compassion.

 To paraphrase, Jesus said that he must do the 

works of Him that sent me, “the Works of 

beneficence and mercy which God has 

commissioned me to do, and which are an 

expression of his goodness and power.” 

 This was on the Sabbath-day (John 9:14), 

and though Jesus had endangered his life by working 

a similar miracle on the Sabbath (in John 5, by 

healing the impotent/paralyzed man by the pool), yet 

He knew that this was the will of God that he should 

do good, and that He would take care of his life.

 The Lord Jesus had compassion on the blind 

beggar. “As Jesus passed by, He saw…”

 This blind man has been there for a long 

time, perhaps many years. Since he was blind from 

birth, he could have been there as a child, and had 

been begging near the temple for a long time. Day in 

and day out, people passed by him, and some may 

have noticed him, but many presumably did not. 

Some may have given him some alms, but others 

simply ignored him. But Jesus did not. He passed by, 

and saw him. He was filled with compassion and 

love, as He went on later to demonstrate that love 

with action – by healing him of his blindness.

2. Who should do the work of Jesus?

All who profess to follow Christ, all the Disciples of 

Christ, and all who call upon God as our Father, 
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must do the will of God the Father.

 Previously, we were of our father the devil, 

and fulfill the lust of our father.

John 8:44,  “Ye are of your father the devil, and the 

lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer 

from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 

lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 

father of it.” But we are God’s people and we ought 

to obey God’s commandments: “If ye keep my 

commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 

have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in 

his love” (John 15:10).

 Those who do God’s will show that they 

belong to God:

 Matthew 12:50,  “For whosoever shall do the 

will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 

brother, and sister, and mother.” And in Matthew 

7:21, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 

shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 

doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”

 Mathew 7:24 states, “Therefore whosoever 

heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will 

liken him unto a wise man, which built his house 

upon a rock.” If we want to be wise, if we want our 

works to stand, we must build it upon the firm 

foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ, and hear and do 

His sayings.

3. Why do we do the work of Jesus?

The chief reason why we do the work of God is that 

God be glorified, and see how his decrees are 

executed.

 The disciples had supposed that the blindness 

was the direct result of sin but in John 9:3, Jesus 

answered, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his 

parents: but that the works of God should be made 

manifest in him.” The purpose that God be glorified 

is also seen in the case of Lazarus, in John 11:4, 

“When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not 

unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 

God might be glorified thereby.”

John 9:3, “Neither hath this man sinned…” That is, 

his blindness was not the effect of his sin, or that of 

his parents. Jesus did not, evidently, mean to affirm 

that he or his parents were without any sin, but that 

this blindness was not the effect of sin. This answer 

is to be interpreted by the nature of the question 

submitted to him. The sense is, “his blindness is not 

to be traced to any fault of his or of his parents.”

 “But that the works of God...” This thing has 

happened that it might appear how great and 

wonderful are the works of God. By the works of 

God, here, is evidently intended the miraculous 

power which God would put forth to heal the man, 

or rather, perhaps, the whole that happened to him in 

the course of divine providence -- first his blindness, 

as an act of his providence, and then his healing 

him, as an act of mercy and power. It has all 

happened, not by the fault of his parents or of 

himself, but by the wise arrangement of God, that it 

might be seen and made clear to us, in what way 

calamities come, and in what way God meets and 

relieves them. And from this we may learn,

 i) To pity and not to despise and blame those 

who are afflicted with any natural deformity or 

calamity. While the Jews regarded it as the effect of 

sin, they looked upon it without compassion. Jesus 

tells us that it is not the fault of man, but proceeds 

from the wise arrangement of God.

 ii) All suffering in the world is not the effect 

of sin. In this case it is expressly so declared; and 

there may be many modes of suffering that cannot 

be traced to any particular transgression. We should 

be cautious, therefore, in affirming that there can be 

no calamity in the universe but by transgression.

 iii) We see the wise and wonderful 

arrangement of Divine Providence. It is a part of his 

great plan to adapt his mercies to the woes of men; 

and often calamity, want, poverty, and sickness are 

permitted, that he may show the provisions of his 

Work as Jesus works
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mercy, that he may teach us to cherish his 

blessings, and that deep-felt gratitude for 

deliverance may bind us to him.

 iv) Those who are afflicted with blindness, 

deafness, or any deformity, should be submissive to 

God. It is his appointment, and is right and best. 

God does no wrong, and the universe will, when all 

his works are seen, feel and know that he is just.

 We need to follow Christ’s example in 

doing God’s Will:

- Obey Christ

 We must do all that Jesus asks us to do, just 

like the blind man, no matter how mysterious or 

illogical it may be. God has always a reason for all 

that he directs us to do, and our faith and 

willingness to obey him are often tried when we 

can see little of the reason of his requirements. 

 The opposite reaction is that of Namaan, the 

Syrian general, who was proud and thought it too 

demeaning to wash in the lowly waters of Jordan.

“But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, 

Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, 

and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his 

God, and strike his hand over the place, and 

recover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers 

of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? 

may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned 

and went away in a rage” (2 Kings 5:11-12).

This was until his servants caused him to 

understand, in 2 Kings 5:13, “And his servants 

came near, and spake unto him, and said, My 

father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 

thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much 

rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be 

clean?”

4. How do we do the work of Jesus?

i) With all our time

ii) With diligence

iii) With urgency

iv) Through the power of God, relying on Him for 

strength

 i) It is our duty to employ all our time in 

doing the will of God.

 ii) We should seek for opportunities of 

doing good, and do not let any opportunity pass 

without doing something good for Christ:

 “We go but once through the world, and we 

cannot return to correct errors, and recall 

neglected opportunities of doing our duty.”

 iii) We should be especially diligent in 

doing our Lord's work from the fact that the night 

of death is coming. This applies to the aged, for 

they must soon die; and to the young, for they may 

soon be called away from this world to eternity.

 iv) We ought to do God’s work through 

God’s power, in God’s way because it is God Who 

works, and we are but His instruments, and because 

it is the power of God manifested.

 God is not bound by any method of 

working. He could have healed the blind man by 

speaking alone. Instead, he mixed the clay with His 

spittle and used it to cover the man’s eyes.

 Siloam (from the same root word as Shiloh) 

means “Sent”, or “Sent of God” or “Messiah”. In 

sending the man to the pool of Siloam, he pointed 

the blind man to Himself (MH, Barnes). The Pool 

of Siloam was supplied with water from mount 

Zion, so that these were the waters of the sanctuary 

(Ps 46:4), living waters, which were healing, (Eze 

47:9). The waters of Siloam had of old signified the 

throne and kingdom of the house of David, 

pointing at the Messiah (Isa 8:6), and the Jews who 

refused the waters of Shiloa rejected Christ's 

doctrine and law, and rejoiced in the tradition of the 

elders.

Work as Jesus works
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 In doing the works of God, we should show 

the people to the living waters of Christ, the 

Fountain of life, and point them to the Messiah, who 

is the only One able to heal us of our sins and 

iniquities. We do not point anyone to ourselves: for 

self-glorification but for the glory of God alone. 

Jesus said in John 9:5, “As long as I am in the world, 

I am the light of the world.”

5. When do we do the work of Jesus?

At once - now, and without delay.

- While it is day

The day is the proper time for work - night is not. 

This is the general, the universal sentiment. While 

the day lasts it is proper to labour. The term day here 

refers to the life of Jesus, and to the opportunity thus 

afforded of working miracles. His life was drawing 

to a close. It was probably but about six months after 

this when he was put to death. The meaning is, “My 

life is near its close. While it continues I must 

employ it in doing the works which God has 

appointed.”

- The night cometh 

Night here represents death. It was drawing near, and 

he must therefore do what he had to do soon. It is 

not improbable also, that this took place near the 

close of the Sabbath, as the sun was declining, and 

the shades of evening about to appear. This 

supposition will give increased beauty to the 

language, which follows. 

- No man can work 

It is literally true that day is the appropriate time for 

toil, and that the night of death is a time when 

nothing can be done. Ecclesiastes 9:10 say, “There is 

no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 

the grave.” 

 What is the time on your clock? The Jews 

count the day from the first hour, starting at 6 am 

and ending at 6 pm. The Biblical life span is 70 

years according to Psalm 90. Hence, I am now at 

about 1.30 pm. What time are you at? Very soon, our 

time will be up. The night may not come at 6 pm, 

but it may be at anytime of the day. For some, it is 5 

pm, for some, it is extended by God’s grace to 7 pm. 

But for many, it may be at 12 pm, or even 10 am, or 

9 am. Death is no respecter of persons. But we thank 

God that we are immortal here on earth, until our 

work is done.

 From this we may learn that the time allotted 

for the finishing and dispatching of this great work, 

is a limited time, it is a short time; our working 

season is a short season: while it is day. Jesus did 

not defer doing His work until He could do it either 

more privately, for his greater safety, or more 

publicly, for his greater honour; or until the Sabbath 

was past, when it would give less offence. What 

good we have opportunity of doing we should do 

quickly; he that will never do a good work until 

there is nothing to be objected against it will leave 

many a good work for ever undone. Ecclesiastes 

11:4,  “He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and 

he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.”

Conclusion:

Beloved, let us do the work of Jesus, and let us do it 

now. Let us do God’s work in God’s way, in God’s 

strength and grace. Let us do it now; Do not delay, 

for the night soon cometh. Let us do it diligently, 

and let us burn out for Christ.

(Sources: Barnes & Matthew Henry)

Work as Jesus works
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The ministry in BCEA Kenya is a wholesome 

ministry as it encompasses three areas of ministry – 

pastoral, teaching, and missions. I count it a great 

privilege to be given the opportunity to serve here. 

After graduation, as I was praying for God’s leading, 

the Lord opened the door for me to serve in BCEA  

Kenya and gave me a burden and calling for the 

teaching ministry in the mission field here. These 

past eight months in BCEA have been a wonderful 

time of learning and serving. Many lessons have 

been learned both in the classrooms and in the field; 

both from books and from people. It is thus my joy 

to share them with you here. 

 Here in Kenya, I have the privilege to learn 

from the missionaries and pastors. Rev Kim, the 

principle of BCEA, has been serving in the field for 

20 years now and he has a wealth of experience in 

the pastoral ministry, mission work and the Bible 

College ministry. In many ways, although I have 

only known him for a short time, I have learned a lot 

from the way he labours in pastoring, teaching and 

church planting.  He is not unlike Rev Tow in that he 

plays the dual role of principal of the Bible College 

and pastor of the local church, which shares the 

same premises as the college. I have been moved by 

his burden for souls, and his vision for Africa. It is 

wonderful to be able to learn from the way he plans 

and executes building projects, how he helps the 

alumnus of this college in their various local 

churches and how he tends to the flock here. His 

MINISTRY IN BCEA
A personal testimony  By Pr. Joshua Yong
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love for God’s people is most clearly reflected in his 

ministry. I thank God for such an example He has 

placed in my life. 

 I thank God also for Rev Eben Yoon, whom I 

also have the privilege of serving with. He is the 

closest friend I have in this college and he treats me 

as a part of his family. We often share our blessings 

and burdens with each other. He has been serving 

here for 7 years now and I am learning a lot from 

how he deals with people with love and care and in a 

very personal way. He has a wife with three 

children. It is not easy raising a family in the mission 

field but in obedience to God’s call, he adjusts and 

adapts as the Lord leads and directs. This is one of 

the biggest lessons I have learned from him. On a 

side note, all three children can speak three 

languages – Korean, English and Ki-Swahili. There 

are other missionaries and pastors serving here as 

well, each with their gifts and talents and from 

whom I have learned lessons from. 

Ministry in Kenya 

The primary area of service that I am involved in is 

the teaching ministry in the Bible College. These 

eight months of teaching have been challenging but 

also most enjoyable. A lot of time is taken in 

preparing my lessons and I have to learn to always 

be on my toes as the students often ask questions. 

The responsibility also lies in the fact that you know 

your students will be learning what you teach and 

they will then be teaching them to the churches they 

will be serving in. Knowing that it has such an 

effect, you know you cannot take time spent with the 

students in class lightly. Furthermore, this is also the 

Word of God that I am handling, and it is not to be 

handled in an indifferent and frivolous way. While 

there are huge responsibilities in teaching, it has also 

been a very enjoyable time of personal learning. I 

have to make sure that I know the subjects that I am 

teaching well. This means that I have to spend time 

studying and making sure that the lessons taught are 

first digested and applied to my own life. This has 

been the primary focus of my ministry thus far in 

Kenya. 

 Apart from the teaching ministry, we have 

fellowship meetings every Saturday. For our 

fellowship meetings, we often would go to different 

members’ homes in the villages near the school 

(approximately 30-45 minutes walk) for our 

meetings. A total of five meetings will be held: four 

in different villages and one in campus every 

Saturday. Members enjoy having people to visit their 

homes. We would have a time of singing of hymns 

and choruses followed by the preaching of the Word 

and a prayer session. It will end with announcements 

and refreshments. It is very encouraging to see how 

the church members would take time and effort to 

attend fellowship meetings. Some would walk for 45 

minutes to an hour carrying their babies to the 

meeting. I am often encouraged by their zeal. This 

ministry is an important ministry where the church 

reaches out to every member in its congregation. 

 On Thursday, the school is also engaged in 

evangelistic and visitation work. Sometimes, we 

would go out for evangelism while other times we 

would go and visit church members in their homes. 

We would especially visit members who are sick or 

have not been regular for worship services. On other 

occasions, we visit just to encourage a particular 

family. One interesting thing here is that you can 

visit any home any time – without any prior 

arrangement. You can just visit these homes and they  

will welcome you any time. In Singapore, this is 

very unlikely – most would like their homes tidied 

up and packed before others may visit them, but not 

here in Kenya. During such visitations we would 

often find out how the members are doing, and then 

we will share the Word and pray for them. 

Sometimes we would visit two or three homes in one 

afternoon. 

 One thing that stands out when you see visit 

these homes is that you will see how simple their 

lives are. They have a small house, where for most 

Ministry in BCEA
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of them, their whole house would not even be the 

size of a living room in a typical 3-room flat in 

Singapore. Some houses do not have electricity – 

they use kerosene lamps, and some do not even have 

their own toilets – but they share common toilets in 

each community. Probably this would be very much 

like the old kampong days that some of you might 

remember. Children seldom study at home but just 

play around in the neighbourhood. Chickens and 

ducks walk around freely. Cows and goats are found 

everywhere. The people live very simple lives and 

they live from day to day. Many of these have a lot 

of struggles. Food prices increase tremendously – 

the price of their staple food here has more than 

doubled. Some families also struggle with school 

fees for their children’s education. Yet many of them 

do not complain but trust in the Lord and live in 

divine contentment, serving and worshipping the 

Lord. 

 Apart from the ministries in the capital, 

Nairobi, the Bible College is involved in several 

other outreaches in East Africa. For example, we 

have another Bible College planted in Tanzania, and 

we have churches planted in Maasai land. We would 

often help and support good, and faithful students 

who have graduated from this college with their 

ministry. Thus, during the term breaks, we would 

sometimes travel around to visit some of the 

outreaches around Kenya and Tanzania. We are still 

awaiting the Lord’s leading as the College has a 

vision for an outreach to Congo. These outreaches 

are the mission work the Bible College is involved 

in. It has been most enjoyable learning and seeing 

how missions are done on the ground itself. 

 The few struggles that one will face in Kenya 

may be aptly summed up as such: tribe, bribe, bride, 

and pride. There are more then 40 tribes in Kenya 

with different languages and different cultural 

practices. Where certain traditional and cultural 

practices do not contradict the Word of God there is 

a need to learn to understand and adapt to these 

cultures. Polygamy is still a problem in Kenya. 

Single mothers are another issue in Kenya. Some 

regard this as part of the culture and there is a need 

to teach the Christians what God’s Word says 

regarding the marriage covenant. Corruption is 

another struggle one faces in both the country and 

the church. Pride comes into play in the struggle for 

power in the church. Some of the denominations 

have more than 200 churches under their name and 

if one can rise through the ranks to become the 

bishop or archbishop of that denomination, one 

becomes a very powerful person. This has 

sometimes brought about conflicts and splits in 

churches. Another very difficult struggle here is with 

the false teachings found in many so-called churches 

in Kenya. There are too many professing Christians 

here. Too many times I have heard during 

evangelism that a person says he is a Christian but 

not born again. There are a lot of people being 

deceived here as churches function like business 

organizations in order to make money. There is one 

church that sells holy anointing oil, holy water and 

as if that is not enough to give it the profit it wants, 

it goes on to sell holy soap and holy toothbrushes! 

Yet many people still follow these false teachers. 

These are just some of the struggles the churches in 

Kenya face. Pray for the work here. 

Life in Kenya

By God’s grace I have adapted well and enjoyed the 

life in Kenya. The weather is cool in the morning, 

hot in the day and cold in the night. But it is not 

humid and that makes all the difference from the 

weather in Singapore. 

 In BCEA, there are more than 10,000 trees 

and plants planted by Mrs Kim, and that makes the 

compound of 10 acres a beautiful botanical gardens. 

This place is very conducive for study. We also keep 

chickens, sheep, cows and watchdogs here. 

Recently, our dogs gave birth to some puppies, and 

the sheep gave birth to a little lamb. We also have 

several chicks, which hatched recently and are 

growing into chickens. Living among the plants and 

animals, I see God’s law implanted in nature- in its 
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birth, life and death. It is a constant pictorial 

reminder of the Almighty Creator God who is in 

control of all things. 

 The teachers and the students also stay in the 

same compound. With such an arrangement, 

teachers are able to interact with students and 

understand their struggles as well. Students will also 

learn from the lives of their teachers. 

 Life here is not too bad at all. Unlike what 

some would imagine, there are no lions hiding in the 

grasses, no giraffes roaming around and there are 

certainly ATMs not found under the trees. The point 

is that, life here is not as primitive as what some 

may think. I live in a nice American-styled home 

with a beautiful view of the campus. During school 

term, for lunch, I would eat the food prepared by the 

school’s cook, which is ugali (grounded maze) with 

cabbage and githeri (a mixture of beans and maze). I 

am also learning to do my own cooking, and I have 

been eating well and enjoying the food here. There 

are no durians here though. 

 We do our groceries at the local supermarket, 

which is very much like the Giant or Cold Storage in 

Singapore. Sometimes we would go to the local 

market to buy fruits and vegetables also (a large 

avocado costs about 30 cents). 

 We exercise regularly here as well. Every 

Tuesday, there is a recreational time where we 

would play some sports with the students. The 

students would play football and volleyball. Some  

would be running and occasionally there will be 

interclass races – Kenyans are runners. The faculty 

took part in a recent race and we came in second for 

the 4 x 100m relay. I normally play football with the 

students, while on other days, playing table tennis. 

Sometimes I would also spend time to take a slow 

walk around the campus, especially in the morning 

when it is very refreshing.

 Thank God I do not struggle with loneliness 

here. But I try to keep myself occupied. Thank God 

for the opportunity to serve here. I am enjoying the 

time I have in Kenya. 

Thank God 

for the time 

spent here 

and for the 

safety in 

travel, as 

well as for 

the grace in 

teaching. 

Thank God 

also for the successful application of my work 

permit. I would appreciate your continuing prayers 

for the ministry here - for the students and teachers 

and for the outreaches of BCEA.  

 I thank God that we can always have this 

fellowship in Christ. May God blessings be upon 

you all! 

In Christ,

Joshua Yong

Ministry in BCEA
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The nagging uncertainty I felt surrounding 

my decision to sign up for this year’s Truth 

family camp made me share with my 

church members during our Tuesday night 

prayer meeting my hesitancy, so that they 

might pray earnestly for me. 

! Initially, I was apprehensive about 

attending this camp because I was already 

committed to attending my own church 

camp in December. I was hoping I could 

find some way to excuse myself  from having 

to join another church (Truth) camp. The 

temptation was to not deny self  and do 

what my flesh wants but the Lord’s joy and 

peace was restored after He assured me of  

the spiritual blessings awaiting me, if  I 

determine in my heart to seek Him first. 

What seemed like a dreary obligation and 

weary duty to accompany mum to church 

camp gradually subsided.

" Once the decision was made, 

signing up for Truth camp was a breeze. 

Mum helped to pass the  cheque for camp 

fees to my prospective camp roommate, 

Tina Wong, who efficiently settled the 

registration for us. Thank God for all His 

faithful provisions as we journeyed to Port 

Dickson for the time of  spiritual feasting 

and fellowship among like-minded and 

accommodating brethren. God was 

merciful in that we did not encounter trying 

traffic jams though we heard about the 5-

hour long wait at the Causeway 

experienced by other travellers going up 

North the night before we were due to 

depart Singapore.

! My heart has been blessed and 

abundantly encouraged by the systematic 

way Truth members tirelessly organise 

various activities and serve in the camp. 

Being a visitor, I had the luxury of  

observing how the various activities and 

camp programs were executed prayerfully 

by Truth members, leaning on God’s 

abounding strength and grace. Truly it is 

God’s mighty enabling that they were able 

to go the extra mile in carrying out their 

responsibilities for the edification of  the 

saints. I am reminded of  God’s goodness in 

using us, frail creatures, to cling onto His 

promises and to glorify Him. 

! I recall sharing how, over the years, 

God taught me to appreciate His sovereign 

grace more and more, during the ladies’ 

gathering in Yumin’s room for fellowship 

and prayer. How our Almighty Lord in the 

past had delivered us from agonising family 

trials that resulted in us naming our study 

room, Ebenezer, is truly a testament of  His 

compassion, and mercies that are new every 

day. Such precious. experiential knowledge 

of  how higher Hands have been leading us 

gives me a lively hope and courage to 

continue to trust in His tender mercies that 

fail not. 

" After listening to the eleven 

messages in this camp, I need to consciously 

pray for daily obedience not to sin willfully 

against His will. Thanks be to God for 

using His perfectly inspired and preserved 

Words to prepare us for the very soon 

return of  our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. May God continue to grant us 

abounding strength and courage to do 

apply His teachings in our lives, ever 

leaning on His strength to walk more by 

faith, and less by sight.

In His loving grace,

Laura

“Am I getting nobler, better, more helpful, more 

humble, as I get older? Am I exhibiting the life that 

men take knowledge of as having been with Jesus, 

or am I getting more self-assertive, more deliberately 

determined to have my own way? It is a great thing 

to tell yourself the truth.”

The Place of Help - Oswald Chambers

CHURCH CAMP REFLECTIONS
A personal testimony
By Laura Ang
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Members’ Night Group sharing Quiz time!

Pr. Ko Ling Kang & above, RevPrPr

Quek SY @ anniversary

Eld. Douglas Ho & above, 

refreshment fellowship 

Pr. Dennis KabinguePrPr



TAF RETREAT @
Austin Hill Country Club

“FEAR GOD

AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENT” 

“And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of  thee, 

but to fear thy Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to 

love him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 

with all thy soul,To keep the commandments of  the Lord, and 

his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy 

good?” (Deut. 10:12-13) 

Speaker: Pr. Dennis Kabingue (Adults’ programme) 

& sister Tammy Ho (Children’s programme) 

Date: 25 to 27 Nov, 2011

Place: Austin Hill Country Club Address: PTD 

58601 Mount Austin Estate Johor Bahru 80000 

Tel: +607-352 4300 
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TAF TT

AUSTIN 

HILL 

RETREATRETREARETREA

Welcome 

to our 

annual 

retreat. For

details, 

please 

contact 

any of the 

TAF TT

committee

members 

or call Eric 

at 

97726239

God’s Creation & My Family by Wei Wei & Chern Chern


