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We live in momentous and dire times. The world is unravelling and sinking
under every imaginable weight of evil, lust and wrongdoing. And it is doing its
best to change things around by turning once again to man for the answer. But
who should the believer turn to? Set forth against such a dark canvass, God’s
Word shines ever brighter and fairer and calls out loud to us. It is to God, in His
revealed Will, that we find the remedy for our ills, now more so than ever before.

See how the words of our Lord in Matthew 5-7 breathe life into all who hear
and obey them. The Sermon on the Mount reveals what it is to be truly born-
again, emphasizing the spirit, as against, the letter of the Law. In the Law of
Moses, we find, “Thou shalt not,” but in The Sermon, it says, “Blessed are the...."
“For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” (Jn
1:17). Indeed, the Law served to convict and condemn our conscience of our sin
and rebellion against the thrice-holy God. The Law as an instrument could not
save, for none could fulfill its strict requirements (Rom 3:23). The Sermon on the
Mount, on the other hand, in the better Testament and illuminated by the Lord
Himself, shows us the way to true conversion and lasting salvation in Christ
Jesus. Moses went up to receive the Law, and brought it down to the people, to
be obeyed perfectly, on pain of death. Jesus, the Prophet greater than Moses,
brought the people up with Him, as it were, and taught them the way to
everlasting life by Him, who is the perfect fulfillment of the Law. Such is the
beauty and wonder of the Word of Life!

We have this glorious opportunity to study The Sermon on the Mount in
detail this year in the AF. It is an exciting and thrilling prospect. There is much to
learn and experience in this study. May it act as a catalyst to motivate us to dig
that much deeper into the Sacred Truth, so that we may uncover more precious
gems and grow to know and experience God in a most intimate way.

For whatever reasons, and however long the time, we may have forgotten
many things in the Bible. Too many things crowd the mind of too many of us
adults today. Let’s start getting used to the Bible again, to recall the stories and
lessons we have heard and learnt in Sunday School and elsewhere all those years
before! Learn about History and Chronology, be reminded of the importance and
seriousness of Studying the Bible, and try your hand at solving some OT puzzles
to get your biblical senses going again!

We thank God for enabling Rev Lee Kim Shong to take time out from a
hectic schedule to share with us his thoughts on Conflict Resolution the Biblical
Way. And with the way in which most issues are settled these days, be it in the
home, at work or even in the church, how we need to be told again our duty
towards God and our neighbors in this respect.

Finally, we are to “do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31) and all things may
be lawful to us but not all things are expedient, nor do they all edify (1 Cor
10:23). Included in this issue are two Fatherly Admonitions on godly living, with
principles on “lawful” things that we should avoid. It is more than just a case of
abstaining “from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess 5:22), for many of these things
contain the dangerous spirit of the world. Such a spirit is of, and for the carnal
self, and certainly not of, but is against Christ. Blessed reading!

- Andy Ho
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recent events

24TH DECEMBER > CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT THE HOMES OF NIGEL TEONG
(NEIGHBOR OF WILSON & BEE SUAT), AND THE LOWS.

3RD JANUARY '09 > AF 3RD ANNIVERSARY. REV DENNIS SPOKE ON “CHRIST, THE
CORNERSTONE,” FROM EPHESIANS 2.

17TH JANUARY > AGM & ELECTION NIGHT. EXHORTATION BY DN MARTIN & THE
LORD PROVIDED 2 NEW MEMBERS FOR THE COMMITTEE.

21ST FEBRUARY > WE MET AT LEVEL 2 FOR THE 1ST TIME AT OUR NEW, SPACIOUS
HOME. ALSO A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS, FRANCO & SARA.

7TH MARCH > REV QUEK SY KICKS OFF OUR NEW SERIES OF MESSAGES IN THE
SERMON ON THE MOUNT WITH AN OVERVIEW. WE ALSO CELEBRATED GLORIA'S
BIRTHDAY (BELOW), WITH OUR FUTURE MEMBERS JOINING IN, OF COURSE.
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recent events

We met at our new home on level 2 this year. Looks like our members
enjoy the new and spacious surroundings. Thank God for this provision!
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OBJECTIVES
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In tr oductli on to
S ermon on $ M%n

The Sermon on the Mount tells us how the Christian life should be
lived in this world. If everyone could follow the injunctions then the
world would be a better place. However, we know that humanly it is
not possible. The pre-requisite for living such a life as described is the
first Beatitude: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.” (Matt 5:3). Only when one is spiritually regenerated, only
when one has the Holy Spirit living in our hearts, will living the life as
described in this Sermon be applicable, with the help of the Holy
Spirit.

The Sermon on the Mount is not a set of rules and regulations, or a list
of do’s and don’ts. It is not about outwardly fulfilling a set of criteria in
order to be living obedience. This is what the Pharisees believed and
taught. It is more than that. It is about living for God in every aspect of
our lives — our thoughts, our wills, our desires, our speech, and not
just our actions. Obedience to the letter of the law alone does not
mean holiness, as was wrongly taught by the Pharisees. Rather, it is
more than that: it is obedience to the whole spirit of the law that
translates into holy living. The result is that “your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees” (Matt 5:20),
not by our own merit, but by what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for
us. Only then can we have fulfil God’s criteria for holiness.

The studies that have been planned for these two years will take us
through in detail the lessons in this Sermon, and they promise to be
enlightening, exciting and applicable in our lives, to effect a change in
our lives for God. We pray that they will help us to live this “Only One
Life” for Christ, to yield ourselves to God and not to sin, and to
become a blessing to others around us.

Winston
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SUMMARY OF

OVERVIEW OF
THE SERMON

ON THE MOUNT

TAF message by Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew
on March 7th, 2009

The Sermon on the Mount teaches what genuine,
saving faith is. It describes the journey of a soul that is
poor and destitute in spirit, and the steps it undergoes
and the natural progression from one stage of the born-
again, believer’s life to the next.

The soul that is poor in heart because of sin, mourns,
and is comforted. In meekness and humility, he seeks
for the Living Bread to fill the spiritual hunger he now
experiences. He shows mercy to others, himself being
partaker of the mercies of God, and in purity of heart,
goes about to share the gospel of peace with those
without. Even though he will face persecutions, by
those who would revile, hate and falsely accused him
because of his stand for the word of God, the Lord
promises double blessings to such an one.

During Jesus’ ministry, there were many willing
followers of the Lord. Most came because there was
free food to be had, miracles to behold, and the chance
of being part of a new order, away from the Roman
yoke. But many left the Lord when the going got tough.
The true believer, however, will stay the course, and
persevere to the very end.

Each disciple of Christ must impact the people around
him for good. We are called to be light and salt of the
world. Christians should hold forth the gospel to guide
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others to eternal security, and to retard the evil in the
world and preserve the good wherever we are called to
be. These are the steps and signs of true conversion, in
contrast to what the pharisees and Jews were
teaching, and practicing at the time.

The Lord taught of the spirit of the law, instead of the
letter of the law, which the Jews were so tied to.
Because of so much error in interpretation and
application of Scripture, Christ reiterated in Matthew
5:18. that He did not come to destroy or to set aside
the Law, but to fulfill it in all its entirety and design.

The Sermon on the Mount calls our attention to certain
attitudes that we must have: 1) our attitude towards
Scripture (chapter 5), 2) attitude towards Christ and
material goods (chapter 6), and 3) attitude towards
others (chapter 7).

Concluding in chapter 7, the Lord warns of a false way
that leads to hell. Not all who calls Christ, “Lord, Lord,”
will end up in heaven. This is because their religion was
never true in the first place. Are we prepared to be real
Christians according to God’s way as outlined for us in
these 3 chapters? We must count the cost and build
wisely, and not end up deceiving only ourselves.

- Summary by Andy Ho
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There may be no Bible
beatitude saying expressly,
"Blessed are the unsuccessful," but
there are beatitudes, which are
equivalent to this. We take these
from our Lord's own lips, "Blessed
are those who mourn,"” "Blessed
the poor," "Blessed are those who
are persecuted," "Blessed are you
when men shall revile you,"
"Blessed are you when men shall
hate you."

Then many other Scripture
passages have similar teaching.
Evidently not all blessings lie in the
sunshine; many of them hide in the
shadows. We do not read far in the
Bible, especially in the New
Testament, without finding that
earthly prosperity is not the highest
good that God has for us. Our Lord
speaks very plainly about the perils
of worldly success.

The Bible is indeed a book for
the unsuccessful. Its sweetest
messages are to those who have
fallen. It is the book of love and
sympathy. It is like a mother's
bosom to lay one's head uponNin
the time of distress or pain. Its
pages teem with cheer for those
who are discouraged. It sets its
lamps of hope to shine in darkened
chambers. It reaches out its hands
of help to the fainting, and to those
who have fallen. It is full of comfort
for those who are in sorrow. It has
its many special promises for the
needy, the poor, and the bereft. It is
a book for those who have failed,
for the disappointed, the defeated,
and the discouraged.

It is this quality in the Bible
which makes it so dear to the heart
of humanity. If it were a book only
for the strong, the successful, the
victorious, the unfallen, those who
have no sorrow, who never fail, the
whole, the happyNit would not find
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such a welcome wherever it goes
in the world. So long as there are
tears and sorrows, and broken
hearts, and crushed hopes, and
human failures, and lives burdened
and bowed down, and spirits sad
and despairingNso long will the
Bible be a good book believed in
as a God-inspired book, and full of
inspiration, light, help, and strength
for earth's weary ones.

The God of the Bible is the
God of those who have not
succeeded. Wherever there is a
weak, stumbling Christian, unable
to walk aloneNto him the divine
heart goes out in tender thought
and sympathy; and the divine hand
is extended to support him, and
keep him from falling. Whenever a
Christian has fallen, and lies in
defeat or failureNover him bends
the heavenly Father in kindly pity,
to raise him up and to help him to
begin again.

Some people think that the old
Mosaic Law is cold and loveless;
but as we look through it, we find
many a word which tells of the
gentle heart of God. Every seventh
year the people were to let their
farms restNso that the poor might
eat the fruits that grew upon them.
They were taught to be mindful of
the needy in every harvest-time.
They were not to reap too closely
the corners of their fields, nor glean
their vineyards too carefully,
picking off every grape. They were
to leave something for the poor
and the stranger. Thus the needy
were God's special and particular
care.

In Eastern lands, the widow
and the orphan are peculiarly
desolate and defenseless. But God
declares himself their particular
helper and defender. In the midst
of dreary chapters of laws, we
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come upon this gleam of divine
gentleness. "You shall not afflict
any widow or fatherless child. If
you afflict them in any way, and
they cry at all to me, | will surely
hear their cry; and my wrath shall
wax hot." Sheaves were to be left
in the field, olives on the tree,
grapes on the vine, for the
fatherless and the widow. The God
of the Bible has a partiality of
kindness for those who have lost
the human guardians of their
feebleness.

Wherever there is weakness in
anyone, the strength of God is
especially revealed. "The Lord
preserves the simple." The simple
are those who are innocent and
childlike, without skill or cunning to
care for themselves, those who are
unsuspecting and trustful, who are
not armed by their own wisdom
and are against the wiles of cruel
people. The Lord takes care of
these, defends them, keeps and
guards them. Indeed, the safest
people in the world are those who
have no power to take care of
themselves. Their very
defenselessness, is their best
protectionNfor then God himself
becomes their guardian.

There is a Turkish proverb,
which says, "The nest of the blind
bird is built by God." Have you ever
seen a blind child in a home? How
helpless is it? It is at the mercy of
any cruelty, which an evil heart
may inspire. It is an open prey to
all dangers. It cannot take care of
itself. Yet how lovingly and safely it
is sheltered! The mother's love
seems tenderer for the blind child
Nthan for any of her other
children. The father's thought is not
so gentle for any of the strong ones
as for this helpless one. As one
says, "Those sealed eyes, those
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“The Bible is indeed a book for the
unsuccessful.
Its sweetest messages are to those

who have fallen. It is the book of love
and sympathy.”

tottering feet, those outstretched
handsNhave a power to move
those parents to labor and care
and sacrifice, such as the strongest
and most beautiful of the
household does not possess.”

This picture gives us a hint of
the special, watchful care of God
for his weak children. Their very
helplessness of His children, is
their strongest plea to the divine
heart. The God of the Bible is the
God of the weak, the unsheltered.
He sends his strongest angels to
guard them. The children's angels,
the keepers of the little ones, the
weak ones, the simple, appear
always as heaven's privileged ones
before God.

The God of the Bible is the
God also of the broken-hearted.
"The Lord is near the
brokenhearted." Psalm 34:18. "He
heals the brokenhearted and binds
up their wounds." Psalm 147:3.
The world cares little for the broken
hearts. Indeed, people oftentimes
break hearts by their cruelty, their
falseness, their injustice, their
coldness, and then move on as
heedlessly as if they had trodden
only on a worm. But God cares.
Broken-heartedness attracts him.
The plaint of grief on earthNdraws
him down from heaven.

Physicians in their rounds do
not stop at the homes of the wellN
but of the sick. Surgeons on the
field of battle do not pay attention
to the unhurt, the unwounded; they
bend over those who have been
torn by shot or shell, or pierced by
sword or saber. So it is with God in
his movements through this world;
it is not to the whole and the wellN
but to the wounded and stricken,
that he comes with sweetest
tenderness. Jesus said of his
mission: "He has sent Me to bind
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up the broken-hearted." Isaiah 61:1

We look upon trouble as
misfortune. We say the life is being
destroyed, which is passing
through adversity. But the truth
which we find in the Bible, does not
so represent suffering. God is a
repairer and restorer of the hurt
and ruined life. He takes the reed
which is bruisedNand by his gentle
skill makes it whole again, until it
grows into fairest beauty. When a
branch of a tree is injured, the
whole tree begins at once to send
of its sap to the wounded part to
restore it. When a violet is crushed
by a passing foot, air and sun and
cloud and dew all at once begin
their ministry of healing, giving of
their life to bind up the wound of
the little flower. So Heaven does
with human hearts when they are
wounded. The love, pity, and grace
of God minister sweet blessing of
comfort and healing, to restore that
which is broken.

Much of the most beautiful life
in this world, comes out of sorrow.
As "fair flowers bloom upon rough
stalks,” so many of the fairest
flowers of human life grow upon
the rough stalks of suffering. We
see that those who in heaven wear
the whitest robes, and sing the
loudest songs of victory, are they
who have come out of great
tribulation. Heaven's highest
places are filling, not from earth's
homes of glad festivity and tearless
joyNbut from its chambers of pain;
its valleys of struggle where the
battle is hard; and its scenes of
sorrow, where pale cheeks are wet
with tears, and where hearts are
broken. The God of the BibleNis
the God of the bowed down, whom
he lifts up into his strength. Earth's
failures are not failuresNif God is
in them.

The same is true of spiritual
life. God is the God of those who
fail. Not that he loves those who
stumble and fall, better than those
who walk erect without stumbling;
but he helps them more. The weak
believers get more of his grace
than those who are strong
believers. There is a special divine
promise, which says, "My divine
power is made perfect in
weakness." That is, we are not
weakest when we think ourselves
weakest; nor are we strongest
when we think ourselves strong.
God's power is made perfect in
weakness.

Human consciousness of
weakness gives God room to work.
Human power is made perfect in
weakness. He cannot work with
our strength, because in our self-
conceit we make no room for him.
Before he can put his strength into
us, we must confess that we have
no strength of our own. When we
are conscious of our own
insufficiency, we are ready to
receive of the divine sufficiency.
Thus our very weakness is an
element of strength. Our weakness
is an empty cupNwhich God fills
with his own strength.

You may think that vyour
weakness unfits you for noble,
strong, beautiful livingNor  for
sweet, gentle, helpful serving. You
wish you could get clear of it. It
seems to burden youNan ugly
spiritual deformity. But really it is
something whichNif you give it to
ChristNhe can transform into a
blessing, a source of His power.
The friend by your side, whom you
envy because he seems so much
stronger than you areNdoes not
get so much of Christ's strength as
you do. You are weaker than himN
but your weakness draws to you



Physicians in their
rounds do not stop at
the homes of the well—
but of the sick.
Surgeons on the field of
battle do not pay
attention to the unhurt,
the unwounded; they
bend over those who
have been torn by shot
or shell, or pierced by
sword or saber. So it is
with  God in his
movements through this
world; it is not to the
whole and the well—but
to the wounded and
stricken, that he comes
with sweetest
tenderness. Jesus said
of his mission: "He has
sent Me to bind up the
broken-hearted." |saiah
61:1

divine power, and makes you
strong.

There should be unspeakable
comfort and inspiration for us, in
this truth. For example, we have
not been successful in our life. We
have tried hardNbut have not been
successful. This is the way it
seems, at least on the earthly side.
But if, meanwhile, we have been
true to God, and faithful in duty,
there has been an unfailing inner
prosperity, which we do not see.
This world's affairs are but the
scaffolding of our real life, and
within the rough exterior of earthly
failureNthere has risen continually
the noble building of a godly
character.

A little story poem tells of an
eager throng of youth setting out in
a race. One among them excelled
all the others in courage, strength,
and grace, and gave early promise
of winning. The way was long and
hard, and the goal far awayNbut
still this favorite held his place in
the lead.

"But ah, what folly! See, he
stops; To raise a fallen child; To
place it out of dangers way, with
kiss and warning mild.

A fainting comrade claims his
carebOnce more he turns aside;
Then stays his strong young steps
to be a feeble woman's guide.

And so, wherever duty calls,
or sorrow, or distress, he leaves his
chosen path, to aid, to comfort, and
to bless."

So at least when the race is
over and the victors are crowned,
some with fame's laurels, some
with beauteous flowers, some with
gold circlets on their browsNall
unknown, unheeded, with empty
hands and uncrowned head,
stands this youth, the real winner
of the race. Earth had no crown for

himNbut on his face shines
heaven's serene and holy light.

This tells the story of
thousands of earth's failures.
Those who might have won highest
honors among men, turn aside
from their ambitions to do God's
work in the world. They stop to
bless others, to comfort sorrows, to
cheer loneliness, to lift up fallen
ones, to help the weak. In the race
with the world's men, they loseN
but in God's sight they are the real
winners. Angels applaud them, and
Christ will reward and crown them.

The world has honor enough
for those who succeed. There are
plenty of books about men and
women who became famous.
There is glory for those who began
among the ranks of the poor, and
climbed upward to the highest
places. There are poets enough to
sing the story of those who win in
the battle. But the Bible wreaths its
laurel chaplets for the
unsuccessful. It sings the songs of
those who fail. Its hands of help
are under the fallen. Its brightest
crowns are for those whom earth
passes by. When the end comes,
and life's revelations are all made
Nthen it will appear that many who
in this world have been thrust
aside, or trampled down in the
dust, or even burned at the stake,
or nailed on crossesNhave been
exalted to highest honor in the life
beyond earth.

We would better, therefore,
learn to measure life by true
standards. No one has really failed
Nwho has lived for God, who has
lived according to God's law, who
has wrought on the temple of truth,
in the cause of righteousness.

(Courtesy of www.gracegems.org)
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CONFLICT F

ESOLUTION

THE BIBLICAL WAY

By Rev Lee Kim Shong
(Calvary Jaya B-P Fellowship)

Ever since the fall of our first ancestor, Adam, we see
conflicts in the family. When man is not right with God,
he cannot be right with man. The vertical relationship
affects the horizontal relationship too. Conflicts are
many. There can be conflicts in the work place, in
school, in the church, between communities and
ultimately, between nations. Courses are being offered
by institutions on managing conflicts. One wonders
how effective humanistic approaches are in resolving
various conflicts.

Let us study a case of conflict in the family in the first
book of the Bible. We can see how different
personalities handle a conflict. Let us turn to Genesis
Chapter 16 verses 1 to 13. Here we see a conflict
brewing in a family.

The reasons of the conflict (vs. 1-4)

There was a problem in the family. The wife of Abram
was barren even to her old age. In those days, a barren
woman was an embarrassment. This view of society
gave a lot of pressure to Mrs Abram. The problem was
not created by Mr Abram or Mrs Abram. The problem
was not a conflict but it could easily lead to conflict.

Let us see verse 2, OAndSarai said unto Abram,
Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from
bearing: | pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that
| may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to
the voice of Sarai.O

Ten years earlier, Sarai was promised by God that she
would give birth to a child. But up till now, nothing had
happened. Being human, she sort of blamed this on
God for closing her womb. Her patience had worn out.
She had lost hope in God after waiting for years. ODid
God mean what He said? | think He will not keep to His
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WordO.

Then she came up with her humanistic approach, OLet
my maid help me play my role.OAfter all, it was an
acceptable practice in those days. The child born by
the maid was also considered to be the child of the
mistress. Why not? Oldo not know what will happen to
me and my position at home should | be barren
continually.O Certainly her heart experienced conflict
before she made this decision. She was also matured
enough to calculate her risk. But who knew the heart of
the Egyptian maid? Anyway, the most important thing
was to bear a child for the husband. OlcouldnOtcare
less about anything else.O

When the maid conceived, she began to look down on
her mistress. Probably she felt she had become the
darling of Mr Abram. Sarai certainly felt very hurt. The
very person whom she had trusted has turned against
her. How dare she do this! Her heart was bleeding.
There was now another conflict in her heart.

Erroneous way of handling the conflict (vs. 5-6)

Let us observe how the three personalities involved
handle the conflict.

Sarai® first approach was to confront Abram. She
began by blaming her husband. She portrayed herself
as the victim. Not just a victim, but a victim for a noble
cause. She has suffered contempt because of her
husband. She even called upon the Lord to judge
between them. Did she try to control and manipulate
her husband by making him feel guilty? This approach
was not the way to resolve the conflict. In the first
place, she never confessed her wrong in making the
proposal for her husband to get involved with the maid.

At the same time, Sarai used high-pressure tactics to



“We need to be reminded of
our calling and responsibilities.
Only then we can behave
wisely.”

deal with her maid. In verse 6, we see her dealing
harshly with Hagar. DidnOshe want to keep the child in
Hagar® womb? How could she treat her so harshly?
DidnOtSarai know that Hagar was the fruit of her
worldly choice? How we pity the poor maid who was
now pregnant with child. Maids during those times were
considered as commodities rather than fellow human
beings. They had no rights. There were no laws to
protect them. She could not turn to the Egyptian
Embassy for help.

Abram® way of managing the conflict

Was he not the head of the family? Was he not a
mature man? On the contrary, he looked like a weak
husband who was being manipulated by the wife.
Actually, he cannot run away from his responsibilities.
CouldnOthe have said OnoQo the sinful proposal of
Sarai in the first place and carried on waiting upon God
instead?

Now, why couldnOthe have spoken righteously by
confessing his faults and correcting his wife? Why must
he wash his hands now and tell his wife to do whatever
she like to the maid? DidnOhe know that the maid was
carrying his child? DidnOthe know that the poor maid
might not have been able to bear the wrath of his wife?
DidnOthe care for the innocent child in her womb? He
has shown himself to be an irresponsible person in this
case.

Hagar@ way of handling the conflict

Verse 6 tells us that she ran away from the home. She
must have thought, Oenough is enough.O Ol have
sacrificed myself to be the vehicle to bear a child for
this family. Why canOthey treat me fairly? Why should
my mistress be so harsh to me? After all, | am pregnant

GENESIS 16:1-13

1. Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children :
and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name
was Hagar.

2. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the
LORD hath restrained me from bearing : I pray thee,
go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain
children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice
of Sarai.

3. And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the
Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land
of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be
his wife.

4. And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived :
and when she saw that she had conceived , her
mistress was despised in her eyes.

5. And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon
thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and
when she saw that she had conceived , I was
despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me
and thee.

6. But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in
thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee . And when
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.

7. And the angel of the LORD found her by a
fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to Shur.

8. And he said , Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest
thou ? and whither wilt thou go ? And she said , |
flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.

9. And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return
to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.

10. And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will
multiply thy seed exceedingly , that it shall not be
numbered for multitude.

11. And the angel of the LORD said unto her,
Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and
shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath
heard thy affliction.

12. And he will be a wild man; his hand will be
against every man, and every man's hand against
him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his
brethren.

13. And she called the name of the LORD that spake

unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said , Have |
also here looked after him that seeth me?
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“Confess your faults one to another,
and pray one for another, that ye may
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much.”
James 5:16.

because of her proposal!l How come my master never
said a word to protect me and left me at the mercy of
his wife? Let me run away and start a new leaf of life.
Since they ill-treat me, they shouldnOget the baby that
IOmcarrying for them.OAnd she just fled when the
opportunity arose. She never thought of the
consequences of her action.

As fellow human beings, we may have adopted the
above-mentioned approaches. Nevertheless, they are
not good ways to handle conflicts. The three of them
did not admit their faults. Sarai did not confess her sin
of conformity to the world. Abram did not confess his
sin of unbelief in God. He listened to his wife more than
he listened to God. Hagar did not seek forgiveness
from her mistress for despising her. Each one chose
the most convenient way to resolve the conflict.

In order to resolve the conflict, the erring party must be
willing to repent and ask God for forgiveness. We must
admit our error. Only then can we the hope of any
lasting resolution. We also need to deal with the root of
the problem. How often do we see shallow solutions
that do not deal with the root of the conflict? As a result,
there cannot be any lasting healing.

God® way of resolving the conflict (vs. 7-13)

Here we see how God counseled Hagar. We can learn
some principles to help those who are in conflicts.

(V. 7) The Lord did not speak to Hagar when she was
agitated. The Lord spoke to her when she was resting
at a spring of water in the wilderness. By this time, she
should have cooled down already. When people are
heated up, it is unwise to dispense counsel. Instead of
helping, we may stir up more conflicts. Let everybody
cool down first and then reason with them. This will be
more effective.

(V. 8) The angel of the Lord called Hagar as Sarai®
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maid and not as the wife of Abram. Hagar® problem
was that she had forgotten her position and
responsibilities and instead, thought highly of herself.
God dealt with her problem by addressing her by her
titte. We need to be reminded of our calling and
responsibilities. Only then we can behave wisely.

The angel of the Lord asked Hagar where she had
come from and where she is going to. We need to ask
ourselves, OWhy are we here, and where are we
heading to? Why have we departed from the place of
our calling? What are the consequences of what we
are doing now?

The Lord counseled Hagar to return to her mistress.
The purpose was to submit to Sarai and be reconciled
to her. After all, she was her maid. Furthermore, she
was carrying the child of Abram. Do not persist in our
own ways. But rather, submit to God® will and obey
God® appointed authorities over us. Only then, will
there be harmony in the family or institution.

(V. 10-11) The angel of the Lord comforted Hagar and
gave her a promise. The most comforting part is that
the Lord has heard her cry of affliction. It is good to
remind the suffering party that the Lord sees all things
and knows all things because He is present
everywhere. No place, even the wilderness, is out of
God@ concern.

In order to resolve a conflict effectively, the erring
parties should confess their sins to God and to one
another. Olfwe confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness,O1 John 1:9. OConfessyour faults one
to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much.O James 5:16.



Bitter spirited Christians?
Spurgeon, "Ripe Fruit" #945. Micah 7:1

As we grow in grace, we are sure to grow in charity,
sympathy, and love. We shall, as we ripen in grace, have
greater sweetness towards our fellow Christians. Bitter
spirited Christians may know a great deal, but they are

immature.

Those who are quick to censure may be very acute in
judgment, but they are as yet very immature in heart.

He who grows in grace remembers that he is but dust, and
he therefore does not expect his fellow Christians to be
anything more.

He overlooks ten thousand of their faults, because he
knows his God overlooks twenty thousand in his own case.
He does not expect perfection in the creature, and,
therefore, he is not disappointed when he does not find it.

When our virtues become more mature, we shall not be
more tolerant of evil; but we shall be more tolerant of
infirmity, more hopeful for the people of God, and certainly
less arrogant in our criticisms.
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bible h'tory
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by P aul Fe rguson

and chr onology

History is a continuous dimension of the entire
Bible. You cannot truly understand the Bible without
it. The section of the Old Testament known as History
(Joshua through Esther) includes 249 chapters. In the
New Testament, The Gospels (89 chapters) and Acts
(28 chapters) are primarily historical books. The Bible
continually exhorts believers to study and remember
the past. In particular, the Old Testament is filled with
references to God commanding the Israelites to
remember His deeds of the past. Ceremonies and
festivals were instituted for His people to look to what
He had done in the past. Veiled in many of these
ceremonies and festivals were shadows and types of
what would happen in the future. The Psalmist often
used history to reinforce his message, Christ used
history in His teaching and preaching (Matt.23:35; Luke
13:1-4), and so did the early apostles and prophets
(Acts 7, 13). The Epistle of Jude also teaches us
something about the value of learning history as we are
to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.” We study history primarily as
we are commanded to do so by the Lord (Deut.32:7;
Psa.78:2-3Job 8:8-10). God revealed the Scriptures so
men could know His will both in the Old and New
Testaments and in the future (Deut. 31:9-13,24-29; 1
John 1:1-4; 2:1-17; 2 Tim. 3:14-17, 2 Peter 1:12-15).

The Bible must never be interpreted by the facts of
general revelation. If our interpretation of the World
History conflicts with what Scripture says, then we
simply submit to God’s Word and reject our view of
evidence and our own reasoning. There are indeed
difficult passages in the Bible that require us to
approach by faith. Doubtless a Sovereign God has
placed these to test our faith and sift out those who
would tamper with His Words. We cannot look to
scientific proof to establish the doctrine of creation any
more than we can for inspiration, preservation or
canonicity. Biblical pre-suppositions should be the
entire frame of reference within which historical facts
are to be understood when we come to this issue. The
“facts of history” cannot be neutrally interpreted
autonomously to establish the veracity of the Christian
faith but require the starting-point of faith from which to
interpret them. We should note from Genesis 2 that a
newly created world may look ancient but still be young
before embracing reason over revelation.

OLD TESTAMENT CHRONOLOGY

The most commonly attacked area of Bible
chronology is that of Creation. The onslaught of
rationalism, evolution, higher criticism and mysticism of
the eighteenth century Enlightenment led to the
ultimate assault on the citadel of Scripture. Since the
Enlightenment, Protestantism had granted science
increasingly independent authority and surrendering
the Bible’s authority whenever any supposed conflict
arose between the two. This superficial
accommodation would give a temporary respite as
Science and Scripture were now thought to be once
more in harmony. Joseph McCabe in 1897 admits,



“History is a
continuous dimension of
the entire Bible. You
cannot truly understand
the Bible without it.”

“there is no province of thought in which the active
Rationalistic spirit of this century has effected a
stranger and more significant revolution than in its
criticism of the Bible'.” The initial attack would come
against the Genesis account. Evolution was rejected at
the beginning of the 19" century but was accepted in
1859 the same climate change welcomed the new
critical approach. The parallels can be seen in Charles
Hodge’s pertinent observation,

When the theory of evolution was propounded
in 1844 in the “Vestiges of Creation,” it was
universally rejected; when proposed by Mr.
Darwin, less than twenty years afterward, it
was received with acclamation. Why is this?...
the natural conclusion is, that the change is in
the audience and not in the dramaZ2

A good example of the traditional Reformed view of
Bible Chronology was that of Archbishop James
Ussher (1581- 1656). He was the Anglican Primate in
Ireland and a prolific scholar, who dated creation to the
night preceding 23 October 4004 BC, according to the
proleptic Julian calendar. He demonstrated his
widespread depth of Scriptures, linguistics, and
historical knowledge by including the rise of the
Persians, Greeks and Romans, as in for instance
placing the death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC and
that of Julius Caesar in 44 BC. Based on the
straightforward Biblical narrative, chronology suggests
the earth is approximately 6000 years old based on the
Bible evidence. Many today attack the foundation of
the Bible namely the literal interpretation of Genesis 1-2
because of the influence of what they see as
unanswerable scientific evidences of an old earth. The
evidence for the chronology for Genesis 1-11 is set
forth in three main chapters: (a) The creation narrative
in Genesis 1; (b) The ten generations between Adam
and Noah (Gen. 5); (c) The ten generations between
Noah and Abraham (Gen. 11). The Bible is very careful
in providing the chronology from creation to Abraham.
According to the OIld Testament chronologies, the
Flood occurred 1656 years after creation from simply
adding up the relevant information in these chapters.
The genealogy assumes an unbroken line of descent
from the creation to the Flood. The text gives the

following chronological sequence.

Chronology
Man Age at | Year of Man
Birth of | At His Birth
Son

Adam 130 —

Seth 105 130

Enos 90 235

Cainan 70 325

Mahaleel 65 395

Jared 162 460

Enoch 65 622
Methuselah 187 687

Lamech 182 874

Noah 500 1056

Shem, Ham, Japheth 1556

Flood in 600th year of 1656
INoah

From the information gleaned from Genesis 11, we
have the following chart:

Chronological Chart
Man Age at Birth of Year of Man at
Son Birth of Son

Noah 500 1556

Shem 100 1656
Arphaxad [35 1691

Cainan 30 1721

Shelah 30 1751

Eber 34 1785

Peleg 30 1815

Reu 32 1847

Serug 30 1877

Nahor 29 1906

Terah 70 1976
\Abraham was born 1976 years after creation

So, by putting all of this information together, we
arrive at an approximate age of the earth of
approximately 6000 years old based on the Bible
evidence. Even a generous insertion of years in the
chronology of the two sections of ten generations
(based upon the assumption that they are

' Joseph McCabe, Modern rationalism: being a sketch of the progress of the rationalistic spirit in the nineteenth century,

(London: Watts, 1897), 43.

2Charles Hodge, What is Darwinism?, 145.
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representative samples following the precedent of
Matthew 1:1-16) would still leave the world in the tens
of thousands of years old only. It is noteworthy the
decline in life expectancy after the Flood. The first ten
generations occupied 1656 years, whereas the second
ten generations occupied only 420 years. Those who
advocate an old earth of billions of years find
themselves in serious contradiction to the biblical
evidence. They have to squeeze these billion of years
into Genesis 1. This also casts doubt on the credibility
of the Biblical account which is clearly suggestive that
it represents a straightforward chronological record of
man’s existence. If the earth was not created in six-
literal days but over billions of years of natural
evolution, the Bible account is frankly a
misrepresentation. In short, it is an attack on the
inerrancy and inspiration of Scripture. Theology
teaches us that all that God does is in perfect harmony
with Who He is. To argue that God has done anything
imperfectly really flies in the face of His Self revelation
and Self declarations. Dallas Theological Professor,
John Witmer rightly observes, “since every Scripture is
God-breathed, logic dictates that the hallmark of divine
origin — total accuracy and infallibility — be ascribed to
the Bible as the product of God3.” The hallmark of all of
God’s work from the beginning is perfection (Gen 1:4).

Paradoxically, many professed Calvinists today
argue that God is Sovereign over salvation,
sanctification, inspiration, preserving Israel and the
Church remnant but yet modern rationalistic scientific
theories go about to prove that God made a mistake in
claiming to have made the world in six, literal days.
However, the Bible reminds us that Christ is the One,
“upholding all things by the word of his power” (Heb
1:3) and “by him all things consist” (Col 1:17).
Nehemiah certainly believed God made and preserved
all the things He promised, “Thou, even thou, art LORD
alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens,
with all their host, the earth, and all things that are
therein, the seas, and all that /s therein, and thou
preservest them all” (Neh 9:7). 1 John 5:9 makes it
clear God’s promise is greater than reason, “If we
receive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater: for this is the withess of God which he hath
testified of his Son.” God challenges us, “is there any
thing too hard for me?” (Jer. 32:27) The eternal
question of by what standard we determine what is
truth. We measure all other statements and all other
claims by the standard of the Bible. If we cannot trust
God by faith to keep His Word to preach in its entirety,
who is able to determine the minimum He did give us
that is necessary for us to live by and how can we
know they are correct? As the Scriptures themselves
declare, “Let God be true and every man a liar.”

Though the books of Joshua, Judges, and Samuel
furnish us with no exact chronology, they still supply
important chronological data. There is widespread

agreement over the date of the reign of King Solomon
at approximately 970-930 B.C. From dating from
Solomon we can work out the approximate dates of the
Exodus and Abraham. The fourth year of Solomon’s
reign (966 B.C.) is said to be 480 years after the
Exodus. Regarding the date of the Exodus, the
generally conservative position is to date it around
1440 B.C. (based on 1 Kings 6:1, 480 years to 966 B.C.
= 1446 B.C.). The literal face value of Scripture leaves
the impression that the Exodus therefore occurred in
1446 B.C. based on Acts 13:19-20 and Judges 11:26.
There are very few significant disagreements over the
Chronolology of the New Testament. Most Bible (and
even secular historians) agree that the dates for the life
of Christ are that He was born about 6 B.C. and lived to
A.D. 27, with a small variation of as much as 1-2 years.

The pillars and monuments of the past serve as
testimonies of God’s faithfulness. They only serve to
increase our faith and they reassure us that as God has
acted in the past, He will act in the future. History also
warns that God will hold to account us today for as
Spurgeon warned,

Every line and letter of our actual history, is
being stereotyped for the world’s perusal in the
day which shall reveal the secrets of men. We
are not writing upon the water, but carving
upon imperishable material. The chapters of
our history are “graven with an iron pen and
lead in the rock forever.

The only hope for our generation is still the Old
Book and the Old Faith. As Mundall cried

Julian the Apostate, Celsus, Porphyry, Voltaire,
Gibbon, Hume, Bolingbroke, Chubb,
Rousseau, Diderot, Paine, all men of
extraordinary genius, did their utmost to
destroy the Bible ; but death claimed them, and
they were compelled to acknowledge the
claim, and they passed from their labors to give
an account of themselves to God. But the Book
still lives! Thrones have fallen. Dynasties have
perished. Empires have disappeared in the
strife of Nations. Wars and tumults; famine and
pestilence; earthquake and storm; hatred and
death, have characterized the passing years.
But, the Book still lives!

May God Bless Truth BPC in 2009.

(Brother Paul Ferguson is lecturer of Church History at
Far Eastern Bible College, and is pursuing the
Doctorate in Theology at the same time)

3 John Witmer, “Evidence for the verbal plenary inspiration of the Bible,” in ed. Roy Zuck, Vital Apologetic Issues (Grand

Rapids: Kregel, 1995), 162.
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Why we must

the Bible and
blessings of
studying God’s
WOI’d by Anthony Cheng

study
the

When Jesus was led by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil, he rebuked the devil
saying; “It is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God” What did Jesus
mean when He said this? | believe
He was saying that it is not nature
which nourishes man, but the
word of God by and through
nature. In spiritual context, it
means except man hears and obeys
the word of God, Man cannot be
saved. Jesus is the perfect God Man
who has kept in perfect obedience
the Law (word) of God, and Christ
is the perfect example for Man to
follow. The Word of God is the
heartbeat of all living, therefore it
cannot be ignored. In the book of
Genesis it clearly illustrates to us
the power of the spoken word of
God. When God “said’, it was done.
Every entity, physical or spiritual,
living or non-living, could not have
existed except by His command.
When God created Adam and Eve,
his plan was to bless them and the
generations after them. However,
this blessing will not be fulfilled
except through their obedience to
the Word of God. When Adam

sinned, all mankind died in sin, but
God fulfilled His covenant by
offering man a way of salvation
(John 3:16). The prophet Isaiah
also declared the words of God by
saying “l have declared, and have
saved, and | have shewed, when
there was no strange god among
you: therefore ye are my
witnesses, saith the LORD, that |
am God” (lsaiah 43:12). “Look unto
me, and be ye saved, all the ends of
the earth: for | am God, and there
is none else” (Isaiah 45:22).

So, why then do we study God’s
word? We study God’s word (the
Bible) so that we can be approved
and be accepted by Him (2 Tim
2:15). The Word of God sanctifies
us and makes us holy for the Lord’s
service. Let us now consider briefly
several of the important principles
that the word of God has taught
and continues to teach every child
of God to know and understand.

1) The Nature of God

For man to believe in God, they
must first understand the nature of
God. The Bible reveals to us that
God has three distinct characters
but one God. They are: God the

and th

custon
the

mai

Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit. God the Son, Jesus
Christ, is 100 percent God and 100
percent Man. God possesses
natural and moral attributes. By
virtue of God’s moral attributes of
holiness, justice, goodness and
truth, He cannot tolerate sin. But
because Man has sinned, man is
now separated from his God. Man
will now have to obey God’s word
in order to be reconciled to God.

2) The Nature of Man or the
depravity of mankind

Man was created in the image of
God, and Scripture reveals to us
that all have sinned, and are
doomed to eternal damnation. “As
it is written, There is none
righteous, no, not one: There is
none that understandeth, there is
none that seeketh after
God” (Romans 3:10-11). The divine
will of God is for man to be saved
from sin. Salvation is received only
by believing in our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ. “So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” (Romans 10:17).
In hearing the Word of God,
salvation comes by grace through
faith: “For by grace are ye saved
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“If the Word of God reveals the sinful state of man
and shows man the Way of salvation, should it not
inspire us to love it, and to study it?”

through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gqift of
God” (Ephesians 2:8). Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, was sent by the
God the Father to die on the cross
for man’s sins, and the Holy Spirit
convicts and converts the human
heart to believe and trust in Jesus.
So, if the Word of God reveals the
sinful state of man and shows man
the Way of salvation, should it not
inspire us to love it, and to study
it?

3) The Wrath of God towards
unrepentant sinners

“For the wages of sin s
death...” (Romans 6:23). We learn
from scriptures that death is the
ultimate punishment for every
sinner. When Noah preached the
message of repentance, he also
spoke of God’s wrath and
judgement (by a global flood) for
the unrepentant. Likewise, when
the prophet Ezekiel brought God’s
word to Israel, the message often
ended with Gods wrath and
judgement on those who did not
heed God’s warning. “Yet ye say,
The way of the Lord is not equal. O
ye house of Israel, | will judge you
every one after his ways” (Ezekiel
33:20). The Bible reveals the wrath
of God upon all the ungodly and
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the unrighteous in the sight of
God. “For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18).
As the gospel message is being
preached today, men ought to
hear, believe and repent, so that
they may be saved from the wrath
of God to come (John 3:18), for
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
will one day return in His glory to
judge this world of sin its sin.

4) The Fear of God

We know that God is holy and
Man is sinful; therefore we see
God’s dreadful judgment upon
sinful Man. We ought to fear God
and ask Him for forgiveness. And
the Word of God teaches man to
fear Him. The book of
Deuteronomy records for us the
many occasions in which Moses
had to remind Israel to “fear the
Lord thy God” “Specially the day
that thou stoodest before the
LORD thy God in Horeb, when the
LORD said unto me, Gather me the
people together, and | will make
them hear my words, that they
may learn to fear me all the days
that they shall live upon the earth,
and that they may teach their

children” (Deuteronomy 4:10).
God promises blessings to them
that fear Him.

5) To know True Repentance

The Psalmist tells us that the fear
of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom (Ps 111:10). True wisdom
comes from the Holy Spirit who
convicts one to repent from his
sinful ways and believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ. In the Old Testament,
God raised many prophets to warn
Israel of their sins. They were to
repent from their erring ways to
worship the living and true God.
Likewise, we are to go on our
knees, confess our sins, pray for
forgiveness and live a changed life,
bearing fruits of true repentance.

6) To know True Worship

True repentance will lead us to
true worship. God accepts only
true worship. “But the hour
cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for
the Father seeketh such to worship
him” John 4:23. The Bible teaches
that God is a spirit that seeks true
worship. “God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth” (John
4:24). Let us therefore worship




Psalm 119:1-16

(1) ALEPH. Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.

(@)
©)
(4
()
©)
(7
(8
©
(1
(1
(1
(1
(1
(1
(1

)

)

)

0
1
2
3
4
5
6

- = = == = —

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.
They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.

) Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.
O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!

Then shall | not be ashamed, when | have respect unto all thy commandments.

| will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when | shall have learned thy righteous judgments.
I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.
BETH. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.
) With my whole heart have | sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.

Thy word have | hid in mine heart, that | might not sin against thee.
Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.

With my lips have | declared all the judgments of thy mouth.

| have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches.
I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.

I will delight myself in thy statutes: | will not forget thy word.

God in spirit and in truth, a way
that is acceptable to Him.

Z) To give Glory to God

The glory of God is revealed
through His Son, Jesus Christ; God
made flesh, died on the cross for
our sins and resurrected on the
third day. "And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father)
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
His Word reveals God’s greatness,
God’s goodness, God’s holiness, and
God’s love toward sinful Man. Isn't
it wonderful that God who is so
great and powerful was willing to
humble Himself, to suffer and die
for sinful man? May we live for
the Lord and glorify Him in all our
ways!

8) To Serve the Lord

We are called by His name to serve
Him. “And now, lIsrael, what doth
the LORD thy God require of thee,
but to fear the LORD thy God, to
walk in all his ways, and to love
him, and to serve the LORD thy
God with all thy heart and with all
thy soul” (Deuteronomy 10:12).
Our God did not save us so that we
can serve other gods; we are called
by His Name to serve the living

and true God. So let us serve Him
in sincerity not as men pleasers but
as unto our God.

Q) Finally, to Love One Another

Apart from loving God, God has
also commanded us to love one
another. "And the second is like,
namely this, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. There is none
other commandment greater than
these” (Mark 12:31). The Bible
teaches us many principles how we
can live this life happily and
successfully in  love, for one
another. Let us therefore keep this
commandment and treasure it.

And what are the blessings that

God has bestowed upon those who
study and obey His word? Let us

now consider the following
benefits.
a) “All scripture is given by

inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).
The Word of God gives us spiritual
understanding. The Word of God is
our final authority and by applying
it, Man can live in righteousness
and in obedience towards God’s
will.

b) “For whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have
hope” (Romans 15:4). The Bible
promises to give to us comfort and
hope. Our comfort and hope is in
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ
who will someday carry us to our
eternal heavenly home, a place
prepared for those who love Him.
“But now they desire a better
country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God: for he hath
prepared for them a
city” (Hebrews 11:16).

<) “This book of the law shall not
depart out of thy mouth; but thou
shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou
shalt have good success” (Joshua
1:8). History has proven many
times that when Israel kept God’s
commandment, they were blessed
and became a great nation. Israel
won many battles only because
God fought the battles for them.
Likewise, we will receive similar
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“God’s promises will never fail us, and will surely
come to past. Therefore, we can patiently wait for
God’s promises to be fulfilled.”

blessings when we study and love
God's word.

d) “As for God, his way is perfect:
the word of the LORD is tried: he
is a buckler to all those that trust
in him” (Psalms 18:30). The word
of God is time-tested to be true
and all His promises never fail. We
can be sure that if we study God’s
Word and obey it, God’s promises
will never fail us, and will surely
come to past. Therefore, we can
patiently wait for God’s promises
to be fulfilled.

Our God has wonderfully created
words and languages for Man to
express their thoughts and
feelings. A key word that God
used in the English language is the
word “Love” “And thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength: this is the first
commandment. And the second is
like, namely this, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself. There is
none other commandment greater
than these” (Mark 12:30-31). To
sum up, we can say that God
wrote to tell us of His love for us
and to teach us how to love Him
and to obey Him. This is a clear
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command and not a matter of
personal choice. King Solomon has
wisely put it this way: “Let us hear
the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the
whole duty of man. For God shall
bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it
be good, or whether it be
evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

In conclusion, it is clear, and
imperative for every child of God
not to forsake the privilege of
studying the God’s Word, which
God has wonderfully kept pure
and preserved for him. It is a great
blessing for us to know God’s

Word and to apply it, for the Bible
tells us that the one who has the
Word of God, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water (John
7:38). By keeping the Word of
God, we receive not only salvation
but also rich blessings in this
world and the world to come,
which is our future hope. If we
reject such great blessings, we are
of all Man most miserable. Just
like treasure-hunters looking for
gold, who, when they find it,
somehow fail to take it up, but
instead kept looking for the false
gold, wood, stones and sand as
their treasure. May the Lord grant
us that spiritual insight to treasure
and to desire His Word.

The Bible is inactive, inoperative; a mere dead letter!
Octavius Winslow, “The Holy Spirit Glorifying the Redeemer” (gracegems)

“because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with
power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.” 1 Thess. 1:5

Unaccompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit, the Bible is inactive,

inoperative; a mere dead letter!

Apart from the Spirit, it cannot quicken, nor sanctify, nor comfort. It may
be read constantly, and searched deeply, and known accurately, and
understood partially, and quoted appropriately. Yet, left to its own
unassisted power, ‘it comes but in word only’ producing no hallowing, no

abiding, no saving results.
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15 Marriage Admonitions
(By Legh Richmond

<http://www.gracegems.org> )

(Prior to his daughter's marriage, Mr.
Richmond put into her hands a paper of
directions for her future conduct, which, for
simplicity, affection, and sound practical
wisdom--may be considered one of the best
dowries that a Christian parent could
bestow on his child.)

My much-loved daughter,

When your sister Mary left her paternal roof,
| gave her a paper of admonitions, which |
requested her to read often. | do the same
for you, in the form of a friendly string of
maxims, to regulate your conduct in your
new and very responsible situation.

1. Aim at keeping a devoted heart for God in
the least and most common transactions of
every hour--as well as in those events
which may seem to call the loudest for
manifestations of Christian prudence and
principle.

2. Pray regularly and frequently, not seldom
and occasionally--for grace to live by.

3. Remember the Christian principles and
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examples of your father's house, and
everywhere endeavor to preserve its
character, by consistency in conduct,
conversation, and temper. Keep in constant
recollection--the wise, prudent, and
conscientious example of your dear mother.

4. Form no hasty friendship; and none
whatever, but such as may promote
seriousness of heart, tongue and life.

5. Beware of cheerfulness degenerating into
levity. Let no natural vivacity of temper, no
occasionally indulged sallies of humor and
jocularity--throw a shadow over the exercise
of solid principle. Little foolish things give a
color to character, and are more easily
imitated, than serious and good sentiments.

6. Guard against hasty judgments of
character, and above all against uttering
hasty opinions, and making remarks to the
disparagement of others. Particularly avoid
making the errors, failings, faults, or follies
of others--the subject of rash and
unguarded remarks. Be known for charity,
forbearance, and kindness. Be slow to
judge--rather than swift to speak.

7. Wherever you are, in the first place,
remember that God's eye is upon you; and

23


http://www.gracegems.org/BOOKS/Richmond.htm
http://www.gracegems.org/BOOKS/Richmond.htm

then imagine also that your husband and
father are present. It may be a fanciful--but
it is a profitable supposition.

8. Keep Christ's golden rule, "Do unto to
others--as you would have them do unto
you" in perpetual remembrance. It is the
panacea for most of the social evils of life.

9. Be conscientious towards all; friendly
with few; confidential with fewer still; strictly
intimate with fewest of all.

10. When you think of your father, bear with
his infirmities and pardon his faults--but
remember his principles and instructions,
so far as they have been agreeable to the
Word of God.

11. Do not be content with anything short of
deep, sincere, diligent, and decided piety.

12. If you and your husband happen to
differ in opinion or feeling on any point--
remember whom you have promised to
love, honor, and obey--and this will settle all
things.

13. Of your husband's warm affections
towards you, | entertain no doubt--strive to
preserve them by daily elevation of
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character; and not so much by fondness--
as by prudence and dignity. May you both
learn to raise a home of marital happiness--
by mutual wisdom and love.

14. Observe great simplicity and plainness
in dress. You should be a pattern to others
in this respect. There is a just complaint
made of many females who profess to be
pious--that they are far too showy and
mirthful in their outward apparel.
Remember the apostle Peter's injunction,
"Your beauty should not come from outward
adornment, such as braided hair and the
wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.
Instead, it should be that of your inner self,
the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is of great worth in God's
sight."

15. Christ has been made known to you
fully and freely; let Christ be your all in all,
both now and forever.

Receive my parting advice in love, and be
assured, my beloved child, that it comes
from the affectionate heart of your dear
father.
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(An excerpt from a letter
from Legh Richmond
<http://www.gracegems.org/

S E R M O N S 2 /

dairymans_daughter.htm>
to his daughters. This one
is longer--but it is

choice. Must reading for
parents and their
children.)

My dear daughters,
With a heart full of

affection, I sit down to
express a few sentiments
and intimations of my
wishes, as connected with
your conduct. Keep them
constantly with you, and
let them be read over, at
least once a week. May God
render them useful to you!

AMUSEMENTS. Plays. balls,
concerts, cards, dances,
etc., etc.

Serious, consistent

Christians, must resist
these things, because the
dangerous spirit of the
world and the flesh 1is 1in

them all. They are the
'pomps and vanities of
this wicked world,' o]

solemnly renounced by God.
To be conformed to these
seductive and more than
frivolous scenes--is to be
conformed to this world,
and opposed to the
character and precepts of
Christ. Those who see no
harm in these things--are
spiritually blind; and
those who will not hear
admonition against them--
are spiritually deaf.
Shun, my dear girls, the
pleasures of sin--and seek
those pleasures which are
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at God's right hand for
evermore. You cannot 1love
both!

BOOKS.

The characters of people,
are speedily discerned by
their choice of books. I
trust that you will never
sacrifice time, affection,
or attention to novels. Do
not be ashamed of having
never read the fashionable
books and novels of the
day. A Christian has no
time, and should have no
inclination for any
reading which has no real
tendency to improve the

heart. There are too many
valuable books on a
variety of worthy
subjects, which ought to

be read--to allow for time

to be dedicated to
unwholesome and useless
ones!

MUSIC.

Shun all the wretched
foolishness and
corruption--of light,

silly, and amorous songs;
on the same principle that

you would shun books of
the same nature. Sacred
music is the true refuge
of the Christian. I wish
your ears, your hearts,
and your tongues were
often tuned to such
melodies. The play-house,
the opera, and the
concert-hall--have deluged
our society with

perversions of the
heavenly art of music.
Music was desighed to lead
the soul to heaven--but
the depravity of man has

dmon 1t

ons

greatly corrupted God's
merciful design for
music.

DRESS.

Aim at great neatness and
simplicity. Shun  finery
and show. Do not be 1in
haste to follow new
fashions. Remember, that
with regard to dress--that
Christians ought to be
decidedly plainer, and
less showy than the people
of the world. I wish it to
be said of my daughters,
"With what evident and
befitting simplicity, are
the daughters of Mr.
Richmond attired."

BEHAVIOR IN COMPANY.

Be cheerful--but not
gigglers.

Be serious--but not dull.
Be communicative--but not
overbearing.

Be kind--but not servile.
In every company support
your Christian principles,
by cautious consistency.

Beware of silly or
thoughtless speech- -
although you may forget
what you say--others will
not.

Remember! God's eye 1is 1in
every place, and His ear
is in every company!

Beware of levity and
familiarity with young
men; a sincere, yet modest
reserve, is the only safe
path. Grace 1is needful
here; ask for it--you know
where.
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AMUSEMENTS. Plays, balls, concerts, cards, dances, etc.. etc.

Serious, consistent Christians, must resist these things, because the dangerous
spirit of the world and the flesh is in them all. They are the 'pomps and vanities
of this wicked world,' so solemnly renounced by God. To be conformed to these
seductive and more than frivolous scenes--is to be conformed to this world, and

opposed to the character and precepts of Christ. Those who see no harm in
these things--are spiritually blind; and those who will not hear admonition

PRAYER.
Strive to preserve a
praying mind through the
day--not only at the usual
and stated periods--but

everywhere, and at all
times, and in all
companies. Prayer is your

best preservative against
error, weakness and sin.

Always remember that you
are in the midst of
temptations; and never
more so than when most
pleased with outward
objects and people.

Pray and watch; for
though the spirit is
willing--yet the flesh 1s
deplorably weak.

RELIGION.

Keep ever 1in mind--that
you have a Christian
profession to sustain--

both in pious and worldly
company. Be firm and
consistent 1in them both.
Many eyes and ears are
open to observe what you
both say and do--and will
be, wherever you go. Pray

to be preserved from
errors, follies, and
offenses, which, bring an

evil name upon the ways of
God.

You may sometimes hear
ridicule, prejudice, and
censure assail the godly--
it ever was, and will ever
be so! But, "Blessed are
you when people insult
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against them--are spiritually deaf.

you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because
of Me. Rejoice and be
glad, because great s
your reward in heaven!" Do
not be ashamed of Christ
here--and He will not be
ashamed of you hereafter.

Initiate and encourage
serious conversation, with

those who are truly
serious and conversable.
Never go into pious

company, without
endeavoring to improve the
souls of others. Whenever
you can find a congenial
friend, talk of heaven and
eternity, and your soul
and your Savior. This will
be as a shield to your
head--and your heart!

ESTIMATE OF THE CHARACTER

OF OTHERS.

Look first for grace. Do
not disesteem godly people

on account of their
foibles, or deficiencies
in matters of little
importance. Gold, even

when unpolished, 1is far
more valuable than the
brightest brass. Never

form unfavorable opinions

of religious people
hastily, "love hopes all
things." Prize those
families where you find

consistent family prayer;
and suspect evil and
danger, where it is
avowedly unknown and
unpracticed. Always

remember the
difference

astonishing
between the

true followers of Jesus,
and the unconverted
world--and prize them

accordingly, whatever be
their rank in society.

Good manners and
form a happy wunion; but
poverty and piety are
quite as acceptable in the
eyes of God; and so they
ought to be 1in our eyes.
Experience proves that the
proportionate number of
the truly godly among the
poor, is much greater than
the corresponding
proportion of numbers
among the rich.

piety

Your affectionate father,



bible puzzles

Anagrams - Books of the Bible
Created by BibleQuizzes.org.uk

seesign
hemwatt
usedox
visitclue
nailed
nominaltaste
violentera
lastagain
hazephina
asheepsin
onmars

(For each word, find the proper name
of the bible book)

moodytenure
hobaida
ijeerham
hemplion
ashoe
tileaccesses
beshrew
socialsons
shipinpipal
human
chairhaze
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