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Heb 12:1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 

let us run with patience the race that is set before us,  

Heb 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was 

set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 

hand of the throne of God. 
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“Looking unto Jesus” 

Dear Fellow AFers, 

How have you been after our family bible Camp? We are reminded that the Christian race 
requires us to lay aside every weight and sin which so easily beset us. If we are careless 
and failed to look unto Jesus, we will stumble. Let us run patiently and encourage one an
other along the way 

I want to share with you from Ecclesiastes 12:1314: 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

Solomon understood that life without God is a fruitless search for enjoyment, meaning and 
fulfillment.  True happiness is not in health and wealth but in knowing and loving God. 

So the conclusion of the whole matter is: Fear God and Keep His Commandments.  What 
are we doing with the life that God has given us? Are we wasting it, or are we living it in 
the Will of God, serving Him and preparing for an eternity in heaven? 

May God help us to live for Him each day. 

Eric Toh 

President, AF 

Theme Verse -  

“But grow in 

grace, and in the 

knowledge of our 

Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ. To 

him be glory both 

now and for ever. 

Amen.”  

2 Pet 3:18 
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AF Theme Song: God's Refining Fire (by Mac Lynch)  “And I will bring the 

third part through the 

fire, and will refine 

them as silver is re-

fined, and will try 

them as gold is tried: 

they shall call on my 

name, and I will hear 

them: I will say, It [is] 

my people: and they 

shall say, The LORD 

[is] my God. “ 

Zechariah 13:9  

Mac Lynch is an Assistant Pastor (Music) 

Mac and his wife, Beth, reside in Apex, 
North Carolina and started their ministry at 
Catawba Springs in September of 2012. 

He was born and raised in Cape Cod, Mas-
sachusetts where he grew up in a Christian 
home. He attended Bob Jones University 

where he received both a Bachelor of Arts (1976) and a Master of Arts (1979) 
in sacred music. 

After receiving his degrees, Mac traveled with THE WILDS Evangelistic Team 
for three years before marrying Beth. While "on the road," Mac and Beth were 
blessed with two sons, Christopher and Caleb. 

In 1988, Mac became part of the full-time music staff at THE WILDS Christian 
Camp and Conference Center near Rosman, North Carolina. Through that 
ministry, he has composed, arranged, published, and ministered with God-
honoring Christian music. 

Having ministered in hundreds of local churches, the Lynches are sensitive to 
the needs of the church. This is evidenced by their work in producing and pub-
lishing many choral arrangements and recordings. Their desire is to see the 
Lord Jesus Christ exalted through Christ-honoring music and to be a blessing 
and encouragement to believers in the local church. 

Other Songs composed by Mac Lynch: My God is Near, Don't Be Afraid, I'll 
Never Leave You, Holy Place. 

“That the trial of your 

faith, being much more 

precious than of gold 

that perisheth, though 

it be tried with fire, 

might be found unto 

praise and honour and 

glory at the appearing 

of Jesus Christ:“ 

1 Peter 1:7  

Go Ye Therefore, and Teach All Nations.. (by Martin Cheong) 
Event: AF Gospel Night 

Topic: The greatest love of all! (John 3:16)  /  Speaker: Preacher Clement Chew  

Place: Yee Shen & Jean’s house  /  When: Saturday, 26th April, 2014 

 

The Adults’ Fellowship in obedience to the commandment from the Lord in Matthew 28:19 (.. Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost) organized a gospel meeting on Saturday 26th April 2014. It was decided that the theme  

be ‘The greatest love of all” and the scripture verse aptly taken from John 3:16. We thank God that 

through the group chat many members were encouraged to invite friends or loved ones to the meet-

ing. All in all, 11 friends and loved ones attended the meeting held in the home of brother Yee Shen 

and sister Jean. All of them were ministered to the gospel message after the meeting by the Exco and 

AF members. 

The program started at 6pm with a catered dinner which were enjoyed by all present. The meeting 

started promptly at 7pm with the singing of hymns and a special item “Amazing Grace” rendered by  

some AF members to share the wonderful grace of God in saving lost sinners. This was followed by a 

short video clip of John Newton’s salvation story of how he came to be saved in spite of being lost and 

wretched. Preacher Clement Chew then shared the gospel message from John 3:16 (“For God so 

loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not per-

ish, but have everlasting life.”). Refreshments followed after the message and some Gospel packs 

were prepared at hand for any interested guests. 
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Time  really  flies  –  in  just  a  twinkling  of  an  eye,  I’ve  spent  2 

years of my  life studying here  in FEBC.     First of  all,  I  thank 

God  for  calling me  into  fulltime study  in FEBC.  Indeed, God 

has  been good  to me  and  He  is  a  faithful God –  I  know  His 

mercy and grace never fail me in all aspect of my life accord

ing to His promises. Truly, I have learnt that by depending on 

my own strength, I wouldn’t have come thus far, but with God's 

help alone, all things are possible (Matt. 19:26). 

I’m also very grateful to God for His provision through Truth B

P Church that has seen me through these 2 years of my stud

ies.  I    thank  my  beloved  brethren  in  Truth  BP  Church,  my 

deepest appreciation  for  the  tremendous encouragement, not 

only  financially  but  more  importantly  spiritually  and  all  the 

prayer, love and concerns for me. I take great comfort to know that all these are done only for the 

glory and praise to God and that our eternal reward will be in Heaven. Furthermore, I thank God 

for  this wonderful  time we had  together as  likeminded brethren  in our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. You have been a  shining  light  for  the Lord and  I’m going  to miss  you all  especially  the 

YAFers with whom I have  fellowship much  together and share our burdens and prayed for one 

another, as in Psalms 133:1 says,  “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity!” 

However,  staying  for  a  long  time  away  from  my  family  is  not 

easy. Learning God’s Word is certainly the greatest delight, but 

at  times, my  feeble  flesh  feels  tired  and  weak,  but God's  sus

taining grace is sufficient for me. And I thank God for the many 

precious things I have learned in the College from the Word of 

God.  I  have  also  learned  and  benefitted  much  from  the  many 

memorable  lessons  in  Truth  BP  Church,  such  as  the  fervent 

''faith'' of brethren  I’ve experienced. Thus by seeing all  these, I 

am  taught not only  to  love God more, but am  inspired  to be a 

more zealous servant for God's work. Truth BP Church’s testi

mony has been very encouraging.  I hope and pray that God will continue to bless and keep you 

and that your faith, love and zeal for God will grow even stronger in order to bring praise and glory 

to God.  In like manner, I also pray that God will be merciful to grant my brethren in Cambodia the 

same level of faith, love and zeal to desire for God's glory as well. 

Personal Testimony by Bro. John Thaven (9th May) 

“Truly, I have learnt that by 

depending on my own strength, I 

wouldn’t have come thus far, but 

with God's help alone, all things 

are possible (Matt. 19:26).” 

“I have been blessed with 

many friends both at FEBC 

and at Truth B-P Church, 

as the song goes, “What a 

Friend We Have in Jesus” 

and I have God who stands 

still in the midst of my 

trials and helps relieving 

all my pain, distress and 

difficulty.” 
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Book review: Little Threads (by Serene Lee) 
Author: Elizabeth Prentiss 1863 

What? A book review on children’s book in TAF Times? 
 
Yes! Adults can learn much from children and children’s books, some 
are  thoroughly enjoyable and delightful!  Like  this  one!    It  tells  of  the 
story of two little girls – Tangle Thread and Golden Thread. 
 
Tangle Thread is totally selfwilled, difficult and a heartsore to those 
who love her. She throws frightful tantrums when her will is opposed. 
She was born into a wealthy family and her mom is a kind and godly 
lady but severely tried with this daughter. 
 
Golden  Thread  is  just  the  opposite!  She  is  the  sweetest,  loveliest, 
kindest girl you have ever met. She was born  into a very poor family 
with  just her mom to care for her. The mom had a bad accident and 
lost her sight so Golden Thread had to care for her instead. 
 
Golden Thread’s mother had a hard life herself; she had to start earn
ing her own living at eight years old, married a useless husband who 
abandoned her after the baby was born and spending all her money. 
She is honest and hardworking and has her own pride despite being 
poor,  that  she  would  not  live  on  charity.  In  many  ways  she  reflects 
some of us when we are prone to look on the dark side of things when 
life gives us ‘bitter gourds’. But God teaches her to look unto Him. 
 
Tangle Thread’s mother is a prime example of a godly woman with a 
kind heart and wise mind. She is forced to run to God with tears and 
in heartache very often due to Tangle Thread. In time, God rewarded 
her love, faith and patience – Tangle Thread becomes Silver Thread! 
 

Elizabeth Prentiss, also write of the hymn “More Love to Thee”, has the ability to pull your heart
strings as she tells her story. If you have read her “Stepping Heavenward” you would agree with 
me. Hence I readily recommend this book to all alike, whether adults or children. 
 

I can lend mine to any interested person! 

Quote from the book: 
Anybody can refuse a 
favour, but it isn’t 

everybody who knows 
how to accept one nobly 
and freely. But you must 
try, for my sake, and for 
His sake who bids His 
children to minister to 
each other as they would 

to Him. 

(..con’t) Finally, I would say that my 2 years here was very meaningful and full of joy and peace 

that will always remain in my heart. Although there were trials and difficulties which I faced as a 

student, I never felt discouraged or lonely in FEBC.  May all these be an encouragement to you 

all as well,  “And we know that all  things work  together for good to them that  love God,  to  them 

who are the called according to his purpose (Rom. 8:28).”  

If God willing,  I will  be ministering God's Word  to my people  (in Bible school) after my studies, 

please do remember us in prayers. May God make me a blessing to others in the ministry and to 

keep me faithful and use me for His own glory and purpose to serve his people according to His 

will. May God be our strength and guide to help us persevere on until the end till Christ our Mas

ter comes again. Amen.  

Pr. John Thaven 

(True Gospel BiblePresbyterian Church, Cambodia) 
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PASTORAL THOUGHT: LET US BE ONE 

Introduction 

Being the pastor of the whole church, I do not have a dif-
ferent thought for the AF and another for the church. It is 
one and the same. I have shared my pastoral exhortation 
at the recent ACM held in April. The main theme was: Let 
us be one. And it is this same theme I will be sharing with 
you. 

John 17 is the high priestly prayers of Jesus, moments be-
fore He was betrayed, arrested and led to the cross to be 
crucified. As a priest, Jesus did what a priest ought to do 
and that is to mediate between God and man. In this pas-
sage, we see Jesus was praying for His disciples as well as all believers. And the prayer of Jesus reveals 
what is the heart desire of God for you and me. The word ‘world’ appears no less than 19 times in this 
passage. Clearly this is something worthy for you and I to take note of. We are not to deceive ourselves 
that we are some sort like ‘out of this world.’ No, we are still in this world. Our flesh, our body, our 
soul, mind and heart are all in this world. And we are living in the reality of this world. We are not out 
of this world yet. The time will come, according to God’s timetable. And we may also go anytime since 
death can come to us anytime and Christ can come for us anytime.  

The point is that now we are not out of this world yet. While He tarries, we are still in the world. While 
the word ‘world’ appears as many as 19 times, the prayer of our Lord Jesus is not for the world but for 

His disciples including us. We see as many as 20 times 
the word ‘them’ and 18 times for the word ‘they’ and then 

other words like ‘these,’ ‘those’, ‘themselves’, ‘their’ which I 
did not count. And all these add together will probably be 
at least 40 times. And all of these refer to all those who be-
long to Christ. And so Jesus is not praying for the world but 
for you and for me who belong to Him. If I were to summa-
rize the prayer of Christ: we will not miss the heart desire 
of God for you and me: we are to be one. Since this is God’s 
desire, let us be one. 

We Are One Because of Christ’s Glory 

Under this theme of oneness, the first point for our consideration is: We are one because of Christ’s 
glory. We know that there is no oneness without Christ. Verse 1: These words spake Jesus, and lifted 
up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee. God the Son was sent by God the Father to this world of sin with the mission to save that which 
was lost. And because the will of God is accomplished perfectly, and mission completed, God the Fa-
ther is glorified, and God the Son is glorified as well. For our sake, God the Son in order to put on hu-
man flesh, left His heavenly glory and be humiliated as a Man. For He came not to be ministered unto 
but to minister and be a servant of men rather than coming to be the glorious King of kings and the 
Lord of lords. 

Hence now, in this prayer of Jesus, the time has come as He said in verse 1, “Father, the hour is come, 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee.” The whole point of the redemption plan of God is 
God’s glory. That God’s name be glorified in our salvation. No doubt, Christ suffered great humiliation, 
shame and mockery, rejection and finally crucified on the cursed tree. But the end of all these is 
Christ’s glory. He died on the cross, buried in the grave and on the third day He rose bodily from the 
grave, and then 40 days after, He ascended up into heaven in glory to sit at the right hand of God. So 
Christ is glorified indeed. And our salvation is for His glory.  It is not many salvation, not many ways 
available, only one. One salvation. One Christ. One God and one people of God saved for His glory. 
And we are one people saved for His glory. We are One for His glory. And our oneness brings glory to 
Him. If you are saved, it means you know God, the One living and true God. You know Him and Jesus 
Christ whom God the Father has sent to save you from your sins. If this is happening to you, there is 
no reason why you are not one with the rest who has been saved in the same way. One salvation, one 
God, one Christ and one people of God for Christ’s glory. And therefore we are one because of Christ’s 
glory. 

“If I were to summarize the prayer 

of Christ: we will not miss the 

heart desire of God for you and 

me: we are to be one. Since this is 

God’s desire, let us be one.” 
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We Are One Because of Christ’s Mission 

Yes, we are one because of Christ’s glory. But what is next? You and I all know what is next, isn’t it? We 
have known Christ and we are still knowing Him. But we do not stop here. After knowing Christ, we 
are to make Him known. We are to be One because of Christ’s Mission. This is the mission that Christ 
gave to His disciples, in order to make Him known to the world. It is better known to us as the Great 
Commission which every true church of the Lord Jesus Christ is to fulfill in these last days. We are to 
preach the only true Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the only 
Gospel that saves and we are to teach the whole counsel of 
God that brings about true spiritual growth and revival by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. This is what the church is all 
about. And this is the direction that every church must move 
toward as one. AF is not separate from the church. It is not a 
church within a church. AF is to align herself to the church 
in the same mission to proclaim the true gospel to the saving 
of souls in these last days, and for every believers to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Christ. 

Having said that, the church is not about community service. It is not defined by church building. And 
it is also not how much the church treasury has collected. Truth BPC is formed not because of any of 
these reasons but for the Word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. We can do nothing 
against the truth but for the truth (2 Corinthians 13:8). It is the Truth that has set us free. And now it is 
the same truth that we are to proclaim to lost men how they also can be saved. We have no power to 
convert any soul. We are only messengers of the Truth. And only the gospel of truth and light point 
them to salvation. And only the Holy Spirit can give them eyes of faith to believe in the true gospel of 
Jesus Christ. We are only messengers of the Truth. That’s what we are here for. In verses 15 to 19, Je-
sus says, “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: 
thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.” The apostles 
were sent by the power of Christ to evangelise the world. And what message do they have? The Truth. 
What is Truth? Jesus says, ‘Thy Word is Truth.’ God’s Word is the Truth and the word of life. And 
God’s Word can set us free from the bondage of sin. It can lead us to the path of life, holiness, peace 
and righteousness. This is our missions to make Christ known. It saddens our heart, or at least my 
heart, to know that there are those who have left the faith. Because the Christian walk is not an easy 
way. It is a difficult path to walk on. But who says it is easy, anyway? It is supposed to be difficult. How 
we wish that God will take us out of the world of suffering, injustice, perversion, and all these great 
evils that are happening in the world. But Jesus says, “I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of 
the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.” What do these words mean? We know 
from church history what happened to the some of these disciples, isn’t it? All died a martyr’s death 
except Apostle John. Apostle James, the brother of John was beheaded. Batholomew was skinned alive 
and beheaded too. Another James called James the Less, was stoned to death. Andrew was crucified 
upside down on a X-cross. Peter was crucified upside down also. Thomas, was pierced with spears. 
Philip was crucified, Matthew was burned to death, Thaddeus was sawed into pieces and Simon the 
Zealot was axed to death. Though Apostle John did not die as a martyr, he suffered greatly for the 
faith. It was reported in church history that he was once thrown into a pot of hot oil but he survived. 
Then he was exiled to the isles of Patmos, and he died in his old age in Ephesus. 

What are all these? Did not Jesus pray for them? Did God 
fail to keep them from the evil? Nothing can be further from 
the truth. Let us understand this. God’s protection does not 
mean no more trouble, no more difficulty, no more suffer-
ing. If it is so, then it might as well be better for God to take 
them out of the world, right? But this is not what Christ is 
praying for them. God’s protection for His people, God’s 
keeping them from the evil, is that they will not give up and 
compromise. No matter how difficult and trying it can be, 

God’s grace is always sufficient for them. And the way to strengthen them is the Word of everlasting 
life. It is not how much money, how big is the church building, how many poor have been fed and 
clothed count. No, it is how faithful we are in fulfilling the Great Commission in these last days. Are we 
one in missions? If not, we have to go back to why we should be one in the first place. We are one be-

AF is to align herself to the church 

in the same mission to proclaim 

the true gospel to the saving of 

souls in these last days, and for 

every believers to grow in grace 

and in the knowledge of Christ. 

“It is not how much money, how 

big is the church building, how 

many poor have been fed and 

clothed count. No, it is how faithful 

we are in fulfilling the Great 

Commission in these last days.” 
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cause of Christ’s glory. And we should all be one because Christ has given us the same mission to fulfill 
it together.  The Apostles are one. They did not give up even though it was difficult. Their lives may be 
taken. But their oneness in missions remains intact all because of Christ’s glory. Let us be one, for 
Christ’s glory and for Christ’s mission. 

We Are One Because of Christ’s Love 

Now there is always a motivation behind every mission, every work we are called to do. What is it? The 
love of God and the love of Christ. Verses 23 to 26, “I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast 
loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 
behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovest me before the foundation of the world. O 
righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that 
thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love where-
with thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

Many of you are parents. As parents, we expect obedience from our own children. But what kind of 
obedience is it that parents want? Is it not an obedience that is because of love? Which parents want a 
forced obedience? Children obey only because of the use of threat. Nowadays, using police to threaten 
the child may not work anymore. They are more afraid when you say you will take away the smart-
phone or computer games from them. True?  I believe all parents want an obedience that is a willing 
and loving one. No need to use any threat, and the child will simply obey. How nice, how beautiful is 
this relationship between parents and children! Because a willing obedience is one of love, submission 
and honour. Who does not want this kind of obedience? Do you know God desires this kind of obedi-
ence from you? We must learn this loving obedience from Christ. Not once did He obey the Father 
grudgingly, or unwillingly. It is done with perfect love, perfect submission and perfect honour that 
Christ obeyed the Father. We are one because of Christ’s glory. We are one because of Christ’s mission. 
We are one because of Christ’s perfect love. The Bible 
says, Love is the greatest. Faith, hope and love, remem-
ber? The greatest of these is love. Love stands between us 
and God now, and that no matter what happened there is 
absolutely nothing that can separate us from God’s love. 
And so we can say it is God’s love that has saved us. 
And it is God’s love that is going to help us live and serve 
Him faithfully unto the end. We all will arrive at the 
final destination one day. For all true believers, we have 
the confidence that we shall all meet at the beautiful 
heavenly shore in our per- fect state, sinless and glorified 
one day. But while we are approaching that day, how are we living on this earth? How are we obeying 
God in our life? How are we fulfilling the mission that Christ has given to us? Is it done in love? Or 
something else? Love must be the only motivation that we must have and this is what God wants us to 
have. Apostle Paul says, for the love of Christ constraineth us (2 Corinthians 5:14). That should be the 
motivation behind what we do and say for Christ. How can it be otherwise? How can we have any other 
agenda for our own purposes, or any selfish reasons when we serve Christ and fulfill His mission? 
Christ saves us. We are saved for His glory. And His missions for us is to preach the Truth and teach 
the Truth in love and out of love. This is our missions. This is our duty. And it is the love of Christ that 
motivates us all the way to the end in proclaiming His Truth in these last days. We are one because of 
Christ’s glory. We are one because of Christ’s mission. And we are one because of Christ’s love. 

Conclusion 

As God’s people, as AF members of Truth B-P Church, let us strive together to walk in the Spirit and 
not in the works of the flesh. Let us walk by faith, and not by sight. And all because we are one in 
Christ, in His glory, in His missions, and in His love. Let us remain as one people of God, not divided 
but united, having the same love, faith, mind and heart to live and serve Christ together faithfully now 
and unto the end. Which is why this year’s Church theme is: Looking Unto Jesus. This is my pastoral 
exhortation and prayer for you. As your pastor, I confess I have failed and could have done better in 
many areas in my pastoral ministry such as preaching, teaching, counseling, caring, praying, etc. But I 
am not discouraged. I know God will strengthen me for the work of the ministry which He has called 
me to do, and to rise to the occasion to lead the church to a greater spiritual height in order that we all 
may be one united people of God for His eternal glory and not be divided by the evil one. Pray for me, 
pray for the leaders, pray for the church, and pray for the lost. May God help us. Amen.  

“Let us remain as one people of 

God, not divided but united, having 

the same love, faith, mind and heart 

to live and serve Christ together 

faithfully now and unto the end.’ 
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We thank the Lord for a blessed time of TAF retreat at the Aloha Changi 
Resort, Changi Seafront Chalet this year. Preacher Joshua Yong spoke 
on the theme of “Spiritual Revival” on the Book of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
The main focus of the message was on the study of the character of Ezra 
and how he led Israel to seek after God’s laws. The Book of Ezra was 
written in 480 B.C. during the time of the return of the Jews to Israel. 
After many years in exile, the Jews had almost forgotten God’s Laws. 
Ezra had to challenge the Jews to return to strive after spiritual awaken-
ing and to seek after God’s Word. In the study of Ezra, we learnt several 
good lessons on ‘Spiritual Revival’.  

In Ezra chapter 7, we learn several good attributes of Ezra. Ezra was a 
Priest and a Scribe.   He prepared (7:10) his heart to seek after the Laws of God.  He had a strong 
desire after God’s Word and he taught the people to seek after God’s blessings and to desire after 
God’s Word. King Artaxerxes acknowledged Ezra as the man of God (7:14) and even enquired af-
ter God’s Laws through him . King Artaxerxes also commanded judg-
ment to be executed on whosoever that would not obey the Laws of 
God (7:21-26). This was the testi- mony that Ezra had towards an un-
believing king Artaxerxes. It was his fear towards God’s Laws that 
gave him his testimony.  He was submissive, willing and determined 
to seek after God’s Word. Like- wise, we can also be like Ezra, to 
prepare our hearts to seek after the Lord, and His Word. The bless-
ings that we seek should not be in wealth, but in spiritual revival and 
in spiritual awakening which is to desire after God’s Word. If we seek 
after God, God has promised that He will be found. How often do we 
spend time to seek after Him daily? Can we be like Ezra? To want 
spiritual revival, we must learn to love God’s Laws and His Word.  
 
In Ezra chapter 8 and 9, we learn some of the practical steps that Ezra took to prepare the chil-
dren of Israel towards ‘Spiritual Revival’. Firstly, we must find leaders that are spiritual (8:15, 17), 
qualified and responsible.  In our context it would be the Pastors, Elders and leaders of the re-
spective fellowship groups. At home, it would be the fathers who should lead the household to-
wards God and His Word. Secondly, leaders must have integrity (8:24-29). Ezra entrusted the 
leaders with gold, silver and talents and numbered the gold and talents accordingly. Spiritual 
leaders must be honest and have integrity as they can be entrusted important matters. Thirdly, 
(8:22) Ezra trusted the Lord for their safety. He refused the protection of the King’s soldiers and 
horsemen when transporting the gold, silver and treasures. Fourthly, Ezra proclaimed a fast and 
seek the God’s direction and will through prayer (8:21).  Fifthly, Ezra dealt with the sins (9:1-2) of 
the leaders. The leaders were supposed to be spiritual, but they sinned against God’s command-
ment by marrying heathen wife. The children of Israel also took heathen wife. Ezra responded 
with astonishment and shame for their sins. He mourned and repented over their sins (9:3,6). If 

we want revival, we must deal with our sins. 
Ezra recognized God’s past and present mer-
cies and repented of their sins (9:9). To deal 
with their sins, the people had to put away 
their wife and confess their sins (10:10, 11). 
Their sin was an abomination to God (9:14). 
If we want spiritual revival, we have to recog-
nizing our own sins, repent put our sins away.         
 
Nehemiah chapter 8 provides an account of 
how the leaders and the people responded 
towards God’s Word after their third return 
to the land of Israel which took place after the 

AF Retreat: Spiritual Revival (by Anthony)  

Ezr 7:10  For Ezra had 

prepared his heart 

to seek the law of 

the LORD, and to 

do it, and to teach 

in Israel statutes 

and judgments. 

 Pr. Joshua on spiritual 

revival during post-exilic 

period 

 AFers listening attentively to the message 
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re-building of the walls.  Ezra offered 
sin offering unto the Lord, and dealt 
with the sins of the people. He was not 
interested in the people’s economy, 
military, or social, but rather in the 
spiritual state of the people.  By now, 
the children of Israel had already for-
gotten the feasts of the Lord for they 
had been exile for so long. They had to 
relearn the importance of the feasts. It 
is encouraging to note that it was the 
people who thirsted after God’s Word 
(8:1). They even persuaded the leaders 
to read the Word of God to them. They 
were attentive to God’s Word (8:3-6) 
and wanted more and more of God’s 
Word. They stood from morning to 
noon to hear God’s Word. They gave 
their ears to the Word of God and they 
bowed and worshipped God (8:6).  Not 
only did Ezra expound the word of God, 
other leaders also desired to expound 
the Word of God (8:7-8). After they had 
received the Word of God, they re-
sponded by mourning and weeping 
(8:9). It was only later that Ezra encour-
aged them to rejoice after their mourn-

ing (8:10). Do we respond in a similar manner? After 
their rejoicing, the people continued to proclaim and 
publish the word of God throughout the city as it was 
written (8:15). 
 
The message on ‘Spiritual Revival’ is clear. If we want 
spiritual revival, there must be an inner desire of our 
hearts to seek after God, His Laws and His Words. 
There must be good leadership with good leadership 
qualities amongst the community of believers, and all 
sins must be acknowledged, confessed and put away. 
 
We thank God for the lessons learnt in this retreat. The TAF participants were greatly blessed by 
the messages. After the message, we held individual group discussions. It was in late afternoon 
that we dispersed to perform our own individual activities, like games, and a board walk along  
Changi Coast.   
 
We look forward to another TAF retreat in the coming New Year 2015. 

 A light moment of fellowship 

 Sharing over our learning  Sister Xiao Wei leading the children 
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AF Gospel Night (26th April, 2014) 

Martin chaired the meeting 

Psa 133:1:  A Song of degrees of David. Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity! 

Guests mingling over dinner 

Attentive audience as Pr. Clement speaks Alan reaching out to Mr. Lee after the message 

Much physical nourishment as well 

Earnestly contending for the faith Members feasting on Word of God 

Mugging for FEBC Ezekiel Exam 

AF Retreat (1st May, 2014) 


