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A Word from our Advisor
Dear friends,

What would you desire to be remembered for at the end of your life? How would you like God to describe
your life? One who does that which is right in the sight of God, or that which is right in the sight of man?
One who pleases God, or one who pleases man?
1. The Christian’s Purpose
It was said of King Hezekiah in 2 Kings 18:3 – “And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord”.
This is a great achievement in his life, and should be the sole purpose in the life of any Christian.
King Hezekiah, one of the good kings of the Southern Kingdom of Judah, had one of the most evil kings
(Ahaz) as his father. Yet, he did not take that as an excuse not to obey the Lord, but used the occasion to
institute the spiritual reforms that led to a revival of Judah, which even spread to the remnants of the
Northern Kingdom Israel, who were under the Assyrians. His life was “according to all that David his
father did”, who was the yardstick for all good kings.
In our working life, there is a tendency to do that which is right in the sight of man, and not of God. During
the time of King Ahaz, the priests themselves obeyed the evil Ahaz, and helped him to make the idols and
altars for the worship of the pagan gods. We must be very careful to please the Lord only, and not men,
even when the temptation is great. This requires faith in God and His promises.
2. Take Action
2 Kings 18:4 tells us that “He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves,
and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did
burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.”
The nation of Judah had fallen into apostasy during the reign of his father Ahaz, and the whole Temple
worship system was abolished, the Temple was shut, and in its place, a system of idolatry was established.
Even the brazen serpent had become an idol, which was a ‘mere piece of metal’ (Nehushtan).

Hezekiah took action. Talk alone is not enough. Good intention alone is not sufficient. He did what was
necessary to cleanse the Temple, to cleanse the nation. Sanctification starts with the heart, and is not a
mere outward ceremonial cleansing. Our sins need to be purged by the Blood of the Lamb, from our
hearts, not by outward appearance only.
This sanctification started with the leaders: the king himself, then the priests and Levites, then the people.
The spiritual leaders were partly responsible for the spiritual state of the nation under Ahaz.
3. Take Action Quickly
Hezekiah instituted the reforms in the first month of the first year of his reign. He did not delay. Urgent
action is required when one realises that he has backslidden, or turned from following after God. There is
no time for delay. We need to put aside all sin from ourselves the moment we realise the state we are in.
4. He Trusted in God
2 Kings 18:5 “He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the
kings of Judah, nor any that were before him.”
He did not institute the reforms by his own strength. Rather, he trusted in the Lord God of Israel to guide
and to strengthen him. This verse implies that he did so throughout his reign.
The result was success in his reign as king. Because he did that which was right, and he did it with God’s
help, he experienced success. The emphasis is spiritual success, whereby the nation turned back to God,
although for the nation of Israel and Judah, it was tied with material success and blessing.
5. He Clave to The Lord
2 Kings 18:6 “For he clave to the LORD, and departed not from following him, but kept his
commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses.”
He clave to the Lord, studied the Word, and obeyed the commandments. It is easy to lose focus and
backslide after initial success, and the euphoria of some spiritual achievement. Let us be consistent, study
God’s Word, and obey by faith, transforming the head knowledge of God to experiential knowledge of
faith.
6. The Lord Was With him
2 Kings 18:7 “And the LORD was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he
rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not.”
A parallel verse is Joshua 1:8 – “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”
When we study and know God’s Word, trust God and obey, walk according to His commandments and
do that which is right, and do it quickly, God is with us and our lives will be one of blessing and success.
May all TAF’ers live such a life that is “right in the sight of the Lord”.
Elder Winston Chew

An Interview
My years of Study in Singapore
Charles K. Sang

1) What is one important lesson you have learnt during your stay and studies here?
One of the greatest lessons I learned in my studies in FEBC is Theological Systems i.e. Covenant Theology vs
Dispensationalism. Superficially, it looks as a small issue but it greatly affects interpretation of the
Scriptures across many doctrines of the Bible such as the doctrines of the Church, Salvation, and the Last
Things. I am convinced in the light of the Scriptures that Covenant Theology is biblical because it preserves
the unity and brings harmony between the Old and New Testaments. This lesson tremendously changed my
understanding of the whole Bible and interpretation of the holy Scriptures.

2) What was the biggest challenge you faced?
The biggest challenge I went through was health problem. It all started as an ordinary cough but it
developed into chest congestion which sometimes made it difficult to breath. Though it seemed mild,
however it was serious because of its suddenness. This made me visit Dr. Maurice Chew from True Life B-PC
frequently. In on of the reviews, I informed him of my prolonged cough. He asked whether I sweat at night
during the cough. I answered affirmatively. His response shocked me; "You have classic signs of TB. If it
continues for another one week, you must be put in a quarantine for two weeks." This shocked me not only
that my health would to be that worse but also two weeks absence in class means termination of my
studies. It was not an easy struggle within. I shared with Benard and prayed for it as I take medication. After
that one week, thankfully, it had subsided.
However, in one of the subsequent semesters, the problem emerged again. One afternoon, all students
went out for evangelism except myself. After a prolonged cough, chest blockage developed. It was
extremely difficult to breath. My desire then was not just to get medication but to defer my studies and go
back home. But I was reminded of how God had opened a door to continue my studies and therefore going
back was not God's will. Thankfully, once again, it improved after seeking medication. In all these, thanks
and praise be to God for His sufficient grace and mercy to see me through.

3) What would you like us at Truth to pray for you as you leave for home?
As I go back, I kindly request your prayers that I remain faithful to the Lord and be effective in labouring for
Him. Secondly, do pray that the Lord would not only open the door to reach out to the unsaved with the
Gospel but also help me to see and to seize the opportunities to make Him known.
In closing, I thank and praise God for your prayers, encouragements and every support you have extended
to me throughout my four-year study in FEBC. I appreciate and thank everyone of you. May God continue
to work in your lives that you remain to be channels of blessings to others. "For God is not unrighteous to
forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to
the saints, and do minister" (Heb 6:10). God Bless. Thanks.

********

Reflections . . .

AF Retreat

24-25 May 2013

Theme – Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.
Psalm 119:33

Shared by Serene Lee
MSG 1
1) Acknowledge you are unwise.
2) Acknowledge God is all wise, best Teacher.
3) Acknowledge the Word is how God teaches us.
MSG 2
1) Seek the Lord in prayer!
A prayerful attitude depicts a teachable spirit.
Prayer is yielding ourselves to God's blessing, submissive to His Will.
A sign that you have accepted God's greatness, adoration of God, humility.
Isa 30:21 Knowledge must lead to obedience!
2) Walk in the way of God!
To live in God's way it's to live against the world's way.
A) You will believe all of God's Word, doubt nothing!
B) You will attempt to pay attention to every word.
C) You will allow the Word of God to affect, rebuke, correct you.
D) You will declare the Word thru your life. The best sermon is the preacher's life!
MSG 3
Things to be valued in life:
1) Not self but the Lord.
2) Not the way of my thoughts, but the way of His statutes.
3) Not the beginning but the end.
4) Not occasional enthusiasm, but a consistent and constant progress.
MSG 4
I shall keep it unto the end.
1) Keep. Faithful, loyal, commitment, fidelity.
2) End. עקב, eqeb. Appears 15x in OT, KJV translated 6x as “because”,
2x as “end”, other times as “reward”, meaning consequence, result, reward.
I shall keep it as a result of God's dealings with me.
Reasons why we treasure the way of the Lord's statutes
- answer to your own desire.
- God's special gift, incorruptible...

********

Daniel K. Yaban
Praise and glory be to God who enables me to attend this year's Truth B-P Adult Fellowship Retreat, that
was held in Johor Bahru, Malaysia on May 25-26, 2013. Thanks be to God also for giving AF committee
wisdom to arrange for the retreat. The retreat can be described as short, clear and refreshing. The speaker
was Rev. Dr. Das Koshy, who based his four messages on Psalm 119:33 “ HE. Teach me, O LORD, the way of
thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.”
The messages were refreshing to my soul indeed and therefore, I would like to share what I have learned
from this retreat.
Firstly, God uses Rev. Das Koshy to remind me to acknowledge that I am unwise and I need to be taught. As
he was delivering the message, Jeremiah 33:3 came to my mind, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and
shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” I realized that there are many things that I
do not know and I need a perfect teacher to teach me. Who is that perfect teacher?
The speaker's second message, answered this question. One must acknowledge that, God Himself is the
powerful, and perfect teacher as Job declares, “Behold, God exalteth by his power: who teacheth like
him? ”(Job 36:22). It is through reading, study and listening to His Word from the Holy Scriptures that He
teaches His people. To learn God's word, one has to submit humbly to be taught. For example, King David,
though he has learn God's word since childhood, he submitted himself and call upon God to teach him “Teach Me, O LORD....”(Psalm 119:33). From this second message, I was reminded to constantly ask God to
teach me, as the Psalmist did, “...teach me thy statutes”(Psalms 119:12). What then does God teach His
people?
What the Lord teaches His people is nothing but the way of His statues. According to prophet Isaiah's word,
He says, “And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn
to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left”(Isaiah 30:21). The word of God constitutes all the Lord
wants us to know. In the constant reading, studying and listening to God's Word, He teaches His people the
way of His statues.
Next, I also learn that, it is not enough to acknowledge my limitation, and the need of the perfect teacher,
but what is important is to “ keep it unto the end.” Many have started well but ended miserably and
therefore, I was encouraged not only to be taught but to keep it to the end.
Discussion and Q & A time was also of great benefit. I learned a lot from the experience of others. It is
therefore my prayer that, I may always submit to God's will.-

Carol Lee
A Retreat is always a wonderful, albeit rare, opportunity for one to get away from the demands of the
normally hectic daily life which we Singaporeans know so well. Yet, what do we get away to do in a
spiritual Retreat? For sure, a spiritual Retreat is not a holiday in the normal sense of the word.
In battle, to retreat is to move away from the battle front-line for the purpose of consolidating or restrategising before attacking again. So it is in a spiritual Retreat. We move away from the front-line of our
daily spiritual battle for a season to reflect, recharge, re-energise and refresh our spirits before we return
to our spiritual front-line.
At the recent Adults’ Fellowship Retreat (24 to 25 May, 2013 at Austin Heights Resort, Johor Bahru), we
had a scrumptious spread of spiritual food from Psalm 119:33 delivered to us by Rev P. Koshy to nourish
our spirits, which for some of us were well worn-out. We also had much sweet fellowship, especially at
meal-times, as we drove out to different places in the vicinity of the Resort.
“Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.” As Rev Koshy led us to
ponder on the psalmist’s words in that one verse over four messages, the Word of God reflected
mercilessly like a mirror the filth and dirt in our lives, our sins against our God.
(a) The psalmist’s yearning and craving for the Word of God surely put us to shame, showing up our
spiritual lethargy and our at best lukewarm (at worst lack of) love for His Word, the same Word which we,
ironically, proclaim with our lips to be perfect.
(b) At the same time, the psalmist’s yearning and craving for the Word of God surfaced our hearts’ sinful
desires for the things of this world. Our yearnings have not been for the Word of God, but for the pleasures
and pursuits of earth!
(c) The psalmist’s humility in pleading to his LORD to teach him the Word of God shows up our pride. Have
we not been studying God’s Word for decades already? Maybe we do not know everything, but surely we
know a lot already by now? “Teach me, O Lord…” O, may the psalmist’s plea admonish us of our pride and
arrogance, our audacity to think that we already know enough and much of God’s Word! May the
psalmist’s plea be the humble cry of our heart! May we see that there is so much more for us to learn from
God’s deep, deep Mine, His Word.
(d) The psalmist’s calling out to his LORD to be his teacher brings home the truth that very often we fail to
look to the LORD as our teacher. Very often we look to the human instruments of the LORD, instead of the
LORD Himself. While our God does use human instruments to teach us His Word, for whom we are
thankful, may we learn to look beyond the human teacher, and to the LORD Himself. In all our learning, no
matter who the human teacher is, whether he be eloquent or he speaks with broken English, may we
always start by praying “Teach me, O LORD, even through Thy appointed human teacher. Use him, LORD,
and teach me.”
(e) The psalmist’s plea is to be taught “the way of thy (the LORD’s) statutes.” Not just the LORD’s “statutes,”
but “the way” of the LORD’s statutes. Truly, how we have missed the point. The subject of our learning is
not just the “statutes,” but “the way,” singular, of the LORD’s many statutes. The psalmist’s desire is to be
taught how to walk in the way of God’s Word, how to live his life according to God’s Word! May we realise
that we have much to learn in terms of the appropriation of God’s Word into our lives. Indeed, “Teach me,
O Lord, the way of thy statutes,” teach me to use Thy Word as “a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path” (Ps 119:105).

(f) The psalmist’s statement of purpose for his learning the Word of God is that he “shall keep it unto the
end.” This certainly rebukes many of us as we think of the myriad (and mostly selfish or half-hearted?)
purposes we have for learning God’s Word. Surely, none of them match up to the psalmist’s dedication to
His LORD and commitment to the continual obedience of his LORD’s Word, not just when it is convenient
to do so, but “unto the end” of his life. Are we willing, like the psalmist, to make that kind of a commitment?
To learn God’s Word for the purpose of obeying it, letting it change/mould us and our lives?
Let us be honest with ourselves. Psalm 119:33 showed up a lot of our own ugliness. Yet it is also for our
learning: to learn that we need to confess and repent of our wrongs, to learn how we ought to change to
live right, to get out of our comfort zone and into God’s “way,” and be prepared to do that for the rest of
our lives.
The end of a Retreat marks the start of getting back to the spiritual battle-front. Are we there in the heat of
the front-line? “Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.”

********
Audrey Chan
I thank God that my family and I were able to attend the AF Retreat at Austin Hills from 24 – 25 May 2013.
Prior to the retreat, we have been sick but I thank God for restoring all of us to good health again just in
time before the retreat so that we could partake of this spiritual blessing through the study of God’s word.
It has indeed been a blessed time of learning God’s word.
The retreat theme verse is taken from Psalm 119: 33, which is a prayer of King David. From this verse,
there are a few main learning points for me. First of all, we are unwise and hence we need to be taught.
This is so even for someone who has been a Christian for many years. We need to keep learning in order to
keep growing. “Read your bible, pray every day if you want to grow” is not only true for young babes who
sing this song but adults of all ages. We have to be teachable and we have to be a student first in order to
teach.
Secondly, our God is the great and most effective Teacher who teaches out of His own words and God
alone can teach the heart. We ought to always seek God for wisdom. Even King David who had no lack of
friends or counsellors diligently sought God’s counsel!
Thirdly, all of God’s word teaches us a singular way and His word will keep us in His way and it never
contradicts. We hear our Shepherd’s voice and follow Him. When we walk in God’s way, we will believe all
that God says, attempt to do all that God has commanded, and allow God’s word to affect every part of
our lives.
Fourthly, our prayer is an eye-gate into our heart. Through King David’s prayer, we learn that before God,
King David acknowledged he was nothing and came to God with a child-like humility. He has shown this
spirit of submission before the Lord. The things that we pray for show our pre-occupation with the various
aspects of our lives. We ought not to be consumed by the mundane things in our life but to seek first the
kingdom of God.
May God help us all to seek Him diligently, walk in His ways with not just occasional spurts of enthusiasm
but faithfully and consistently unto the end.
*********

Tina Wong
I thank God for this wonderful AF Retreat that the AF Committee has organised. Although the Retreat was
a short 1 ½ days long, we are blessed with 4 messages, fellowship with one another, enjoyment of good
food nearby and a huge room (and a comfortable king-sized bed) to rest in. The highlight, of course, was
the messages. Rev Koshy never fails to bring a fresh perspective, insightful and powerful message from
God’s word. Although Psalm 119:33 is a familiar verse, there are so many levels for us to learn from.
Indeed, God’s word is a deep, deep mine and we must seek Him diligently in order to live a life that is
pleasing unto Him.

*********

Reflections . . . Church Camp

11-15 June

Ivy Wan
Thanksgiving
1. Thank God for bringing us to this camp. Many things happened just before camp & anything could have
prevented us from attending. But praise the Lord, He is in control! Just Monday afternoon, half way
through packing, my 91 years old father-in-law fell in the toilet. Within a time frame of about 2weeks, he
had fallen 3 times. Praise the Lord for preserving him despite all the falls he had. To be able to attend this
camp, indeed, is God‘s blessing upon us. Many would have known, Chloe's grandfather passed away on
Sunday afternoon, thus was unable to come with us. Her absence is felt, God willing, next year she will join
us.
At the beginning of the camp, Pastor mentioned that he went to camp with a convoy of 3 cars and 2 were
lost. We were 1 of them! We had no GPS, our driver had an assistance who is poor with maps, (am better
with naps than maps!) Thank God for sending help; we spotted Dn Franco's car zooming by! Thank God for
bringing us to camp safely without detours.
2. Thank God for the Camp Com who looked into all our needs in view of Jerald's medical condition. Am
not sure if they purposely placed us on the same level with one of the camp doctors... But even for this, I
am thankful to God. Thank God, we need not call upon them for medical help.
3. Thank God that Jerald had been well thru the camp. The Lord is very good to us! We do have a few
things which we are concerned for, like, what if his nose bleed just as at home & stained the hotel bed.
Heard it is not cheap to pay the hotel for stained bed linens. Thank God for nightly answered prayers, no
nose bleeding.
Thank God also there were no seizures attack throughout the camp & he was able to be engaged so that
we could attend all the messages.

Thank God for the feasting on His words. Thank God for the messages which cover all aspect of my life. I
am reminded to do all in the name of the Lord! Toil & sweat heartily. I am thankful to many sisters within
this church who constantly encourage, check upon my walk with God. They are my prayer warriors. Each
time I face trials, other than God, they are the ones whom I will be calling for help. Sisters, thank you for all
your encouragement, rebuke in love & prayers... Living for Jesus is not easy, in fact, I feel that it is so tough.
But the Lord is very gracious & patient with me, even when I fail, He still loves me, He never gives up on me
& His love for me keeps me going. I do not deserve it all but the Lord freely gives again & again... Bountiful
grace! Praise the Lord!
Lessons I have learnt in this camp...
1. To push out the camel who is coming into my tent before it crashes it.
2. Am reminded that every day, I am wake to slay my sins, not to compromise with them.
3. As an elect of God, I am reminded to act like an elect of God, for His glory, not mine!
4. A wakening call of God's wrath to come on the children of disobedience.. Do I love Christ more than
myself... I better be constantly checking myself.
5. I am reminded to do all including being submissive to my husband in the name of the Lord.
6. Lastly, to do all heartily as unto the Lord.
A reminder to myself : I serve no other master, my heart shall be His throne. May God help me!

*********
Jean Chang
I thank God for enabling my whole family to attend this year’s church camp. I have been greatly blessed by
the messages. I learned that the most important thing in a Christian’s life is to surrender his life to Christ
and have total dependence on Him. All that I do should be in the name of Christ. May God help me live
each day a spiritual life for him. All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him I freely give.

*********

Contributed by Liz Yeo

Resisting the beginnings of evil
Colossians 3:5-11
Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection,
evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on
the children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also
put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to
another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.
ONE cold night, as an Arab sat in his tent, a Camel thrust the flap of the tent aside, and looked in.
"I pray thee, master," he said, "let me put my head within the tent, for it is cold without."
"By all means, and welcome," said the Arab; and the Camel stretched his head into the tent.
"If I might but warm my neck, also," he said, presently.
"Put your neck inside," said the Arab. Soon the Camel, who had been turning his head from side to side,
said again, "It will take but little more room if I put my fore legs within the tent. It is difficult standing
without."
"You may also put your fore legs within," said the Arab, moving a little to make room, for the tent was very
small.
"May I not stand wholly within?" asked the Camel, finally. "I keep the tent open by standing as I do."
"Yes, yes," said the Arab. "I will have pity on you as well as on myself. Come wholly inside."
So the Camel came forward and crowded into the tent. But the tent was too small for both.
"I think," said the Camel, "that there is not room for both of us here. It will be best for you to stand outside,
as you are the smaller; there will then be room enough for me."
And with that he pushed the Arab a little, who made haste to get outside the tent.

*********
May the Lord use these articles to bring to remembrance the sins convicted, lessons learnt
and resolutions made during these spiritual perks we have just had a few months ago. Pray
that we will continue to walk in His ways and live for His glory alone.
Editor

