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Hail, sovereign grace which first began,
 The scheme to rescue fallen man!

 Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace,
 Which gave my soul a hiding place! 
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Editorial
 Praise God for helping us in the publication of another issue of 
the TAF TIMES.
It has been a while coming but now that it is here I hope readers 
may be much blessed by the articles, testimonies and sharing from 
various contributors and sources.
Thank God for those who have helped in this issue. I pray the Lord 
will bless you richly for your diligence.
The final word of thanks goes to all who have prayed for this Word 
ministry. Please continue to pray that the Lord may use this 
newsletter to provoke many to a saving knowledge in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that saints will be edified.

In this issue, we have articles dealing with the subject of GRACE and 
GODLINESS. God has always dealt with us on the basis of His free 
grace; in forming us out of clay, in saving us from our sin, and in the 
eventual glorification of our bodies and souls in the eternal state. 
Truly, His thoughts are not our thoughts, and our ways are not His 
ways (Isa 55:8-9). In assuming responsibility for our sins, the Lord 
showed us what a God He is!
Every day and in every way, we experience life in the light of His 
grace, even if it escapes our conscious regard. And the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the personification of God’s grace and truth (Jn 1:14, 17).

Dear reader, how is Jesus regarded in your life today? He that hath 
the Son of God hath life (1 Jn 5:12). Do you have Christ? Do you 
possess Christ? Does Christ possess you?

Godliness is as much about regarding God in our lives. How do we 
regard Jesus, the incarnate God-Man in our lives?

“He that hath the Son of God hath life; he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.”
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Many of us can thank God that by His grace we 
have been redeemed by the blood of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ and are saved. We thank God 
that by His grace we are His children and we have 
reserved in heaven for us “…an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away…” (1 Pet 1:4).  But do we fully appreciate 
the meaning of “grace”? And while we thank God 
for His “grace,” how does His “grace” make a 
difference in the way we choose to live our lives? 
What is “grace”?

A common, catchy definition of what it means 
by God showing grace to man is: God giving to 
man what man does not deserve. In other 
words, man does not deserve something, but 
God chooses to give that thing to man.

The English word “grace” appears 131 times in 
the New Testament of the King James Version of 
the Bible.

Of these 131 times, 130 times are “grace” 
translated from the Greek word χαρις (charis).

Only once (in James 1:11) is “grace” translated 
from the Greek word ευπρεπεια (euprepeia). 
James 1:11: “For the sun is no sooner risen with a 
burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the 
flower thereof falleth, and the grace (ευπρεπεια) 
of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich 
man fade away in his ways.”

This paper seeks to look into the meaning of the 
word “grace” (in the New Testament of the 
KJV Bible) as translated from the Greek word 
χαρις (charis).

According to the BAGD, χαρις (charis) means: 
favour, gracious care or help, goodwill. Strong’s 
Exhaustive Concordance defines χαρις (charis) 
as: graciousness of manner or act. And the Vine’s 
Dictionary elaborates the meaning of 

“grace” (χαρις, charis) as follows: 
(a) on the part of the giver: the friendly disposition 
from which a kindly act proceeds; lovingkindness; 
goodwill;
(b) on the part of the receiver: a sense of the favour 
bestowed; a feeling of gratitude.

On examination of the contexts of the 130 times 
(in 121 verses) when “grace” (χαρις, charis) 
appears in the King James New Testament, these 
verses can be grouped according to their usage, in 
decreasing order of frequency, as follows:

(1) 54 times (in 47 verses), used to refer to the 
salvific grace of God (re: Table 1),

(2) 34 times (in 33 verses), used to refer to the 
grace of God as being given to believers to 
aid them in their life (re: Table 2),

(3) 33 times (in 33 verses), used as part of a 
greeting or salutation (re: Table 3),

(4) 5 times (in 5 verses), used to refer to grace as 
an attribute of God,
(excluding 1, 2 and 3 above) (re: Table 4),

(5) 3 times (in 3 verses), used to refer to the 
practice of grace by (or manifestation of grace 
in) a believer (re: Table 5),

(6) 1 time (in 1 verse), used to refer to the grace of 
a man (re: Table 6).
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(1) The salvific grace of God

 Of the 130 times that “grace” (χαρις, charis) 
appears in the New Testament, 54 times (in 47 
verses) the word is used to refer to the salvific 
grace of God (re: Table 1). This is the most 
frequently used meaning of this word in the 
New Testament.

From these verses, we see that the salvation 
of man comes not via the labour of his own 
hands or the goodness of his character 
(even if there be any) but via the goodwill 
of God in that He chooses to look upon 
man with His favour, favourably. But we 
know from God’s Word too that this choice of 
God exacts a price from His Son, for Hebrews 
9:22 says: “And almost all things are by the 
law purged with blood; and without shedding 
of blood is no remission” (Heb 9:22).

This salvific grace of God, the favour or 
goodwill shown by God towards sinful man, 
enables sinful man to have salvation, to be 
able to escape the condemnation that rightly 
belongs to man.

Romans 3:24: “Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus:” Sinful man is saved “freely” without 
any work on his part, and he is saved 
completely “by his (Jesus’) grace,” that is by 
that favour or goodwill that Jesus has chosen 
to bestow on him. The redemption of sinful 
man is found in no one but “in Christ Jesus” 
who shed His blood to effect the remission of 
man’s sin (Heb 9:22).

Acts 15:11 (“But we believe that through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be 
saved….”) affirms that this saving of sinful 
man is through the favour of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, without man having to work for it. Just 
as Romans 5:21 says, “That as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

And Romans 4:16 (“Therefore it is of faith, 
that it might be by grace…”) links grace to 
faith. If salvation of sinful (and therefore 
undeserving) man is the showing of favour on 
man by God, what sinful man needs to do to 
own that salvation would be to by “faith” 
accept what God has done for him and by 
“faith” believe that what God has done for 
him is sufficient to save him. If man chooses 
not to believe that by “faith” but chooses to 
think that he can or must do something in 
order to earn his salvation or to be deserving 
of his salvation, he is on the wrong track. 
Following this track of works will never lead 
him to true salvation which is obtainable by 
“grace,” by the favour and goodwill of God. 
Hebrew 11:6 warns man: “But without faith it 
is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.”

When we thank God that by His grace we 
have been redeemed by the blood of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ and are saved, let us 
fully understand that our salvation has 
nothing to do with any merit in us (even there 
is any merit in us) but that “by His grace” 
means our salvation has everything to do with 
God. “For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God” (Eph 2:8). “Who hath saved us, and 
called us with an holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began” (2 Tim 
1:9). Our salvation is all God’s initiative. It is 
God bestowing His favour, His goodwill, His 
lovingkindness, His help, His care, on us that 
we may be saved. How then are we, the 
recipients/benefactors of the grace of God, 
responding to such a gracious God? While we 
verbally thank Him for His “grace,” how 
are we thanking Him with the way we live 
our lives?

(2) The grace of God being given to believers 
to aid them in their life
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Of the 130 times that “grace” (χαρις, charis) 
appears in the New Testament, 34 times (in 33 
verses) the word is used to refer to the grace 
of God as being given to believers to aid them 
in their life (re: Table 2). 

From these 33 verses, we can see that the 
grace of God is not just a salvific grace. God 
does not stop showing us His grace once we 
are saved. God continues to show His grace to 
us, after we have been saved, as we live life 
on this earth as His children. 

From Acts 4:34 to 37, we get a glimpse of the 
church life of believers in the early church: 
“Neither was there any among them that 
lacked: for as many as were possessors of 
lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold, And laid 
them down at the apostles' feet: and 
distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need. And Joses, who by 
the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which 
is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) 
a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 
Having land, sold it, and brought the money, 
and laid it at the apostles' feet.”

Why was the early church able to be such a 
caring, sacrificial church? The earlier verse, 
in Acts 4:33, gives us the answer: “…and 
great grace was upon them all.” The grace of 
God was poured down on them all generously 
by God! God showed His favour, His 
goodwill, on His children. And so by the great 
grace of God which He gave to them, they 
took care of the needs of everyone in the 
church, so much so that no one among them 
lacked any thing. It was again God’s favour, 
God’s goodwill, that the people were able to 
be lovingly sacrificial in their church life, just 
as it was His favour, His goodwill, that the 
people became part of the Church of God in 
the first place.

The Apostle Paul attested to this grace of God 
that he received from God that enabled him to 
do the work of God.

In Romans 15:14-15, the grace of God 
enabled him to write boldly to the Roman 
brethren: “And I myself also am persuaded of 
you, my brethren, that ye also are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also 
to admonish one another. Nevertheless, 
brethren, I have written the more boldly unto 
you in some sort, as putting you in mind, 
because of the grace that is given to me of 
God.”

Second, in 1 Corinthians 3:10, the grace of 
God enabled Paul to have a part to play in the 
building of the Church of God: “According to 
the grace of God which is given unto me, as a 
wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon.”

Besides Paul, believers too are to rely on the 
grace of God when engaged in the work of 
God. The Corinthian believers were exhorted 
by Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:8 to do good 
works: “And God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you; that ye, always having 
all sufficiency in all things, may abound to 
every good work.” How are believers able to 
do many good works? Not by our own desire, 
strength or ability, but by the grace of God, 
the favour of God: “God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye… may 
abound to every good work.”

Do you feel that, for whatever reason, you do 
not have this grace of God? Paul has an 
answer for you. In Ephesians 4:2 to 3, Paul 
exhorted the Ephesian brethren: “With all 
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” And Paul, as if in anticipation of a 
rebuttal from the Ephesian brethren that they 
will not be able to, added: “But unto every 
one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ” (Eph 4:7). 
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There is no excuse. Every child of God is 
given the grace of God that will enable him 
to be able to do what God instructs him to 
do. No one is left out. This grace of God is 
available and given to every child of God. 
May we be reminded of this every time we 
are tempted to say: “I can’t do what Your 
Word tells me to, Lord. It is too difficult.” 
With man impossible, but with God, by the 
grace that He gives to us, we can obey our 
gracious Lord.

Paul’s experience of God’s grace is not 
limited to just in doing the actual work of 
God. Through his many physical sufferings 
and pain, God granted Paul His grace, His 
favour, His goodwill, so that Paul may have 
the strength to bear with those physical 
infirmities. With reference to Paul’s prayer to 
God three times to have “a thorn” in his flesh 
(believed to be a physical infirmity that was 
extremely painful) removed, God’s answer to 
him was: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Cor 12:9). God did not remove the pain, but 
He promised Paul His all-sufficient grace, 
favour, goodwill that will enable Paul to live 
with the physical pain. God’s purpose in this 
is that when Paul allows God to help him bear 
with the pain, God’s strength will be 
displayed, and glory will go to God. That is 
why after receiving God’s answer, Paul’s 
response was: “Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor 12:9).

Our gracious God is no masochist. When He 
allows the “thorn,” He also supplies His all-
sufficient grace to the sufferer to bear with it. 
And when the sufferer experiences the grace 
of God and attributes his endurance to the 
grace of God, it becomes a most powerful 
testimony of the strength and ability of his 
God. In the same vein, Paul encouraged the 
suffering Thessalonian brethren: “That the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be 
glorified in you, and ye in him, according to 

the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (2 Thess 1:12).

O child of God, are you prone to murmur, to 
complain, to sink into despondency when the 
“thorn” pricks? Look to God and ask for His 
grace to bear with it. “Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need” (Heb 4:16). Paul exhorted young 
Pastor Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:1: “Thou 
therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus.” Let us also pray that we 
may “be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.”

This grace of God that we experience in our 
lives, however, is not something that we ask 
God for only during times of difficulties or 
something that we can put aside when 
everything is fine in our lives.  The Apostle 
Peter exhorts: “But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ…” (2 Peter 3:18). We are to “grow in 
grace.”  As we get to know God better 
through the reading and study of His Word, 
and mature in our faith, our awareness and 
experience of the grace of God in our lives 
must also grow. This comes about as we begin 
to increasingly realize our dependence on 
Him. The more mature a Christian we 
become, the more we will realize that we 
need to depend on His grace. Jesus says in 
John 15:5: “I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing.” And John 
says, “He [Jesus] must increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:30). The young, immature 
Christian may think that God needs him and 
that without him God is not be able to do 
certain things. Man in his pride thinks thus 
too. Yet, Jesus says, “Without Me, ye can do 
nothing.”  Even as we strive to give of our 
best to our Master, to work hard in service to 
our Lord, may we fully understand that it is 
by His grace that we are able to do so.
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When God said no to removing Paul’s “thorn  
in the flesh” and promised to give Paul His 
all-sufficient grace, Paul did not willfully 
insist on having his “thorn” removed nor 
turned his nose down on God’s grace. Paul’s 
submissive response to God was: “Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me” (2 Cor 12:9). Let us learn a very 
important lesson from Paul here: the “thorn” 
is allowed to remain in Paul so that the power 
of God may rest on Paul and therefore be seen 
through the life of Paul. As we allow the 
grace of God to work in us and we learn to 
depend on His all-sufficient grace, the 
“thorn” in us together with the accompanying 
pain provides an opportunity for us to testify 
of the power of God in our lives, and thus 
God is glorified.

As we are confronted with the many 
struggles in this sin-sick world, our God 
(who has saved us by His grace) does not 
leave us to struggle on our own. He 
continues to bestow on us His favour, His 
gracious care and help, His goodwill. But 
are we looking to Him for the grace that we 
need to live this earthly life? Are we daily 
relying on His favour, care and help? May 
we ask God for His grace, His favour, His 
goodwill to be on us, as we serve Him and as 
we encounter difficulties and hardships in this 
life. May we not look to our own resources 
but to God, particularly the grace of God. As 
we see the grace of God working in our lives, 
may we be minded not to fall into the sin of 
self-praise, pride or boosting, though such a 
temptation to sin must be great. Instead, let us 
acknowledge the part that the grace of God 
plays in our lives and let us give all glory to 
God. 

(3) The grace of God used as part of a greeting or 
salutation

 Our salvation is due to the grace of God, and 
our ability as His children to live a life that 
glorifies Him is also by the grace of God. The 

grace of God, His favour and goodwill to us, 
is therefore something precious and as such 
we would like to wish it upon our loved ones. 
It is no wonder then that after the salvific 
grace of God and the grace of God being 
given to believers to aid them, the third most 
frequent use of the word “grace” in the New 
Testament is as part of a greeting or 
salutation. Of the 130 times that 
“grace” (χαρις, charis) appears in the New 
Testament, 33 times (in 33 verses) the word is 
used as part of a greeting or salutation (re: 
Table 3).

 We have experienced first hand the salvific 
grace of God and we are learning to depend 
on the all-sufficient grace of God, realizing 
our “poverty” or inability to do anything 
without God. As such, let us wish the grace of 
God to be upon others that they too may 
derive all the benefits of receiving the grace 
of God and depending on it.

 We live in a day and age when the physical 
aspect of life reign supreme in the life 
pursuits of many, including some Christians. 
And the pursuit of things spiritual is relegated 
to the sideline of their lives. Anything that 
promotes physical health or physical wealth 
will lack no followers or buyers. In some 
churches, even the Christian message has 
been distorted to one which promotes 
physical health and wealth in order to make 
the church “relevant” and to entice people to 
embrace Christianity. May we learn from the 
New Testament writers and send meaningful 
greetings or salutations: not further promoting 
physical benefits but spiritual ones. May we 
wish the grace of God to be upon our loved 
ones and friends the next time we send a 
birthday card, a wedding card, an email, etc.

(4) The grace of God as an attribute of God.

Of the 130 times that “grace” (χαρις, charis) 
appears in the New Testament, 5 times (in 5 
verses), the word is used to refer to grace as 
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an attribute of God, excluding 1, 2 and 3 
above (re: Table 4).

Our God is a God of grace.

As a child on earth, Jesus has the grace of 
God upon Him (Luke 2:40); and He was “full 
of grace” (John 1:14). Even His going 
through the suffering and eventually facing 
death on the cross of Calvary was also by the 
grace of God. “But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man” (Heb 2:9).

In 2 of these 5 times, “grace” (χαρις, charis) 
was used as an adjective. In Hebrews 10:29, 
the Holy Spirit was described as “the Spirit of 
grace” and in 1 Peter 5:10, God was 
described as “the God of all grace.”

Thus the triune God is a God of grace. And 
we can safely depend on His all-sufficient 
grace, for He is a gracious God.

We thank God that as the God of grace, He is 
not merely, passively, in a state of being 
gracious. He actively shows forth His grace to 
undeserving sinners in order to save them.

Since grace is an attribute of God, we 
children of God must be children of grace too. 
Part of growing in godliness must mean 
growing in grace. May we examine ourselves 
to see how much or how little we reflect our 
God in this attribute. And may we seek to 
further show forth more grace in our lives.

(5) The practice of grace by (or manifestation of 
grace in) a believer

 Of the 130 times that “grace” (χαρις, charis) 
appears in the New Testament, 3 times (in 3 
verses) the word is used to refer to the 
practice of grace by (or manifestation of grace 
in) a believer (re: Table 5). How appropriate it  
is that a recipient or beneficiary of the grace 

of God should also, in gratitude, show forth 
grace in his life to those around him.

 Colossians 3:16 teaches: “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.” 

 
 A believer’s manifestation of grace in his life 

must begin with the salvific grace of God 
residing in his heart. This salvific grace 
received must make his heart grateful and 
therefore he is to respond with grace, 
displaying his gratitude by showing favour 
and goodwill to others as well as in the way 
he does things. When he wants to sing for his 
Lord and Saviour, he sings with grace in his 
heart. In every thing that we do as believers, 
may we do it with grace in our hearts, being 
moved by the fact that we have been 
undeserving recipients of a great and most 
wonderful favour of the most high God.

 In the earlier verses, Colossians 3:12-15, Paul 
instructs the Colossian Christians thus: “Put 
on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do 
ye. And above all these things put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfectness. And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which 
also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful.” Paul expects them to do all these 
because they were the favoured of God, and 
the salvific grace of God in their hearts must 
be manifested outwardly in their lives.

 Both Ephesians 4:29 and Colossians 4:6 
instruct us that a way to show grace to others 
is through our speech or communication.

 Ephesians 4:29 say: “Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth, 
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but that which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace unto the hearers.” 

 In order to “minister grace unto the hearers,” 
our speech must not be “corrupt” but be 
“good to the use of edifying” (Eph 4:29).

Corrupt speech refers to any speech that is 
false, evil, impure, and has motives or intents 
of such nature. Proverbs 27:6 warns us about 
corrupt speech that may be “sugar-coated” to 
deceive the hearers into thinking it is good: 
“…but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” 
Psalm 5:9 warns against the deceit of flattery: 
“For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; 
their inward part is very wickedness; their 
throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with 
their tongue.” And flattery is never without 
lies: “Nevertheless they did flatter him with 
their mouth, and they lied unto him with their 
tongues” (Ps 78:36). Job 17:5 warns of the 
consequences of flattery: “He that speaketh 
flattery to his friends, even the eyes of his 
children shall fail.” 

Good speech, on the other hand, is speech that 
is true, morally good, pure, and has intents of 
such nature. Such good speech aims to edify 
the hearer, that is to build up the spiritual state 
of the hearer, to increase his faith and trust in 
God so that he will obey God and lead a God-
glorifying life. Proverbs 27:6 teaches that 
good speech sometimes may be painful for 
the hearer to receive: “Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend…” But such painful words 
from a faithful friend is to be welcomed and 
appreciated. Proverbs 27:5 puts it thus: 
“Open rebuke is better than secret love.” 

 As we speak, may God help us to speak as 
faithful friends whose speech will edify our 
hearers. And as hearers, may God help us 
to appreciate the good and edifying words 
that we hear even when the words may 
sting or hurt us. 

 Colossians 4:6 says: “Let your speech be 
alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye 

may know how ye ought to answer every 
man.” 

 When responding to others, this verse 
encourages us to answer with “grace” and 
such a “gracious” answer is described as 
being “seasoned with salt.” It is common 
knowledge that salt can be used to enhance 
the flavours of food or to preserve food so 
that it can be kept for consumption at a later 
time. Gracious answers therefore are answers 
that are filled with favour and goodwill; and 
are aimed at being useful at the promotion of 
good.

 May God help us to always answer in such a 
gracious manner to “every man,” regardless 
of friend or foe.

(6) The grace of a man

Of the 130 times that “grace” (χαρις, charis) 
appears in the New Testament, the word is 
used only once to refer to the grace of a man 
(re: Table 6).

Philippians 1:7: “Even as it is meet for me to 
think this of you all, because I have you in my 
heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in 
the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye 
all are partakers of my grace.”

Paul loved the Philippian Christians and 
thought often of them. He suffered much 
through imprisonment and as a result of his 
ministry of the defence of the Word of God 
and the sharing of the salvation message. And 
he relied on the grace of God to see him 
through his sufferings. By “partakers of my 
grace,” Paul meant that the Philippian 
Christians cared so much for him that they 
felt for him as he suffered and, as it were, 
they “participated” or “shared” in his 
sufferings and labour, and therefore they too 
needed God’s grace and so they “shared” 
Paul’s grace, the source of which is God.
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The Philippian Christians would not need to 
share Paul’s grace if they had not cared that 
much for him or identified with his sufferings. 
Yet, they did. And this is in line with Paul’s 
teachings elsewhere in the New Testament.

In 1 Corinthians 12:26, Paul wrote: “And 
whether one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all 
the members rejoice with it.” Christians are to 
so care for one another that they will feel one 
for another. Similarly, in Romans 12:15, Paul 
wrote: “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep.”

A Christian may go through certain 
difficulties or sufferings and rely on the 
grace of God to see him through. In the 
process he may share his experience with 
his fellow Christians who care for him. And 
because they care for him, they will in an 
indirect way identify with his difficulties 
or sufferings. As such, these Christians 
may become “partakers” of his grace which 
he receives from God.

May others be partakers of our grace as we 
rely on the grace of God. And may we learn 
to love and care for others that we can be 
“partakers” of the grace of others as they rely  
on God’s grace.

Conclusion

The common, catchy definition of the grace of 
God which this article started with was: God 
giving to man what man does not deserve. And in 
this article, as we look at the different ways the 
word “grace” (χαρις, charis) is used in the New 
Testament, we realize that grace is not just 
something that we receive from God at a point in 
time, once and for all, but also something that is to 
be kept in our hearts and which must affect the 
way we do things, the way we speak. In other 
words, God’s grace must affect the way we live 
our lives, every and all aspects of our lives. 

The warnings of Jesus in Luke 6:46 and Matthew 
7:22-23 are appropriate here. May we take heed.

Luke 6:46: “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and 
do not the things which I say?”

Matthew 7:22-23: “Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not … in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.”

As recipients of the grace of God, let us respond 
like Paul in Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me.”

Having received God’s salvific grace, may we 
daily rely on His grace to live a life that manifests 
the grace of God. May our lives be pleasing and 
honouring to the Great Giver of Grace! Amen.

BY THE GRACE OF GOD I 
AM WHAT I AM

"His grace which was bestowed upon me was not 
in vain." 1 Corinthians 15:10

The way we continually talk about our own 
inability is an insult to the Creator. The deploring 
of our own incompetence is a slander against God 
for having overlooked us. Get into the habit of 
examining in the sight of God the things that sound 
humble before men, and you will be amazed at 
how staggeringly impertinent they are. "Oh, I 
shouldn't like to say I am sanctified; I'm not a 
saint." Say that before God; and it means - "No, 
Lord, it is impossible for You to save and sanctify 
me; there are chances I have not had; so many 
imperfections in my brain and body; no, Lord, it 
isn't possible." That may sound wonderfully 
humble before men, but before God it is an attitude 
of defiance. (continued on page 22)
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Table 1:
Verses with the word “grace (χαρις)”

used to refer to the salvific grace of God

Joh 1:16
(2 times)

And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 

Joh 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
Ac 14:3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the 

word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 
Ac 15:11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they. 
Ac 18:27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to 

receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: 
Ac 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 

finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God. 

Ro 1:5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all 
nations, for his name:

Ro 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
Ro 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
Ro 4:16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all 

the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; 
who is the father of us all, 

Ro 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. 

Ro 5:15
(2 times)

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, 
much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many. 

Ro 5:17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance 
of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

Ro 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound: 

Ro 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Ro 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
Ro 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
Ro 6:15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 
Ro 11:5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
Ro 11:6
(4 times)

And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

1Co 1:4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus 
Christ; 

1Co 15:10
(three times)

But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not 
in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me. 

2Co 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God 
in vain. 
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2Co 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 

Ga 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel: 

Ga 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his 
grace, 

Ga 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was 
given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go 
unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 

Ga 2:21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in 
vain. 

Ga 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from grace. 

Eph 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 

riches of his grace; 
Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 

saved;)
Eph 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 

toward us through Christ Jesus. 
Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Eph 3:2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 
Eph 3:7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by 

the effectual working of his power. 
Eph 3:8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 

among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
Col 1:6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in 

you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: 
2Th 2:16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath 

given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 
1Ti 1:14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ 

Jesus. 
2Ti 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 

according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began, 

Tit 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
Tit 3:7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 

life.
Heb 4:16a Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 

grace to help in time of need. 
1Pe 1:10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 

grace that should come unto you: 
1Pe 5:12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and 

testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand. 
Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 

condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying 
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Table 2:
Verses with the word “grace (χαρις)”

used to refer to the grace of God as being given to believers to aid them in their life

Ac 4:33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and 
great grace was upon them all. 

Ac 11:23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that 
with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 

Ac 13:43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes 
followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the 
grace of God. 

Ac 14:26 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God 
for the work which they fulfilled. 

Ac 15:40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of 
God. 

Ac 20:32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 

Ro 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith.

Ro 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let 
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 

Ro 15:15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you 
in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, 

1Co 3:10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid 
the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon. 

1Co 10:30 For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for that for which I give thanks?
2Co 1:12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 

sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in 
the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. 

2Co 4:15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of 
many redound to the glory of God. 

2Co 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of 
Macedonia; 

2Co 8:6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the 
same grace also. 

2Co 8:7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 

2Co 8:19 And not that only, but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this grace, 
which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready 
mind:
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Table 3:
Verses with the word “grace (χαρις)”
used as part of a greeting or salutation

Ro 1:7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ro 16:20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. Amen.

Ro 16:24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
1Co 1:3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
1Co 16:23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
2Co 1:2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2Co 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Ghost, be with you all. Amen.
Ga 1:3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Ga 6:18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 
Eph 1:2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Eph 6:24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.
Php 1:2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Php 4:23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
Col 1:2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and 

peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Col 4:18 The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen. 
1Th 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the 

Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1Th 5:28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.
2Th 1:2 Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2Th 3:18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
1Ti 1:2 Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
1Ti 6:21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. 
2Ti 1:2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 
2Ti 4:22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.
Tit 1:4 To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Tit 3:15 All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. 

Amen. 
Phm 1:3 Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Phm 1:25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.
Heb 13:25 Grace be with you all. Amen.
1Pe 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 

unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be 
multiplied. 
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2Pe 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our 
Lord, 

2Jo 1:3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

Re 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which 
is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his 
throne; 

Re 22:21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
 

Table 4:
Verses with the word “grace (χαρις)”

referring to grace as an attribute of God
(excluding (a) the salvific grace of God (b) grace of God given to believers for their life on earth, and (c) grace 

of God used as a greeting)  

Lu 2:40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was 
upon him. 

Joh 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Heb 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 

Heb 10:29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 

1Pe 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

Table 5:
Verses with the word “grace (χαρις)”

referring to the practice of grace by (or manifestation of grace in) a believer 

Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

Col 4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 
answer every man. 

Table 6:
Verses with the word “grace (χαρις)”

referring to the grace of man

Php 1:7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as 
both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my 
grace.
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Grace personified!

(James Smith, <http://gracegems.org/C/Smith.htm> ,"The Pastor's Morning Visit")

"The glory of His grace." Ephesians 1:6

The glory of grace is its freeness! Grace . . . 
  fixes upon objects that are most unworthy;   bestows upon them the richest 

blessings; 
  raises them to the highest honor; 

  promises them the greatest happiness; 
  and all for its own glory. 

Nothing can be freer than grace!

The glory of grace is its power! Grace . . .
  conquers the stubbornest sinners; 

  subdues the hardest hearts; 
  tames the wildest wills; 

  enlightens the darkest understandings;
  breaks off the strongest fetters; 

  and invariably conquers its objects. 
Grace is omnipotent! 

The glory of grace is its benevolence! Grace . . .
has delivered, supplied, conducted, supported, and glorified thousands;
brings the inexhaustible fullness of God--to supply the creature's needs; 

opens the treasury of heaven--to enrich poor, miserable, and wretched creatures on 
earth. 

gives away all it has--reserving nothing for itself!

Jesus is grace personified! In Him grace is displayed in all its beauty, excellency, 
and loveliness. "Full of grace." John 1:14 

O Jesus! glorify Your free powerful, and benevolent grace in me!

taf times august 2010

http://gracegems.org/C/Smith.htm
http://gracegems.org/C/Smith.htm


“Let not mercy and truth 
forsake thee: bind them about 
thy neck; write them upon the 
table of thine heart: So shalt 
thou find favour and good 
understanding in the sight of 
God and man.” Proverbs 3:3-4 

  
God is Almighty

Mass Food Poisoning - more 
than 150 fell sick after eating 
the famous Indian Rojak at a 
Geylang Serai hawker stall. 
This shocking news appeared in 
all major local newspapers last 
April, and adversely affected 
business in the entire Hawker 
Centre; the centre immediately 
turned into a ghost town as food 
lovers shunned away out of 
fear, leaving only the hawkers 
to busily clean up their stalls in 
a bid to eradicate the rodents. 

The Lord is gentle and 
compassionate, and soon, most 
of the victims recovered; and it 
is  business as usual. The sad 
story is that there were three 
casualties: two elderly Malay 
women died and a lady 
pregnant with child suffered a 
miscarriage. Life is so 
uncertain. The virus in the 
contaminated food attacked the 
kidneys of one of the plucky 
Malay women. She died of 
kidney failure shortly without 
regaining consciousness. Indeed 
our kidneys are one of the most 
important filtering organs 
necessary to sustain our fragile 
life, and our mighty God is The 

Sustainer of our lives. Despite 
this vivid reminder that our 
lives can so easily be taken 
away from us, simply by 
ingesting the wrong food, let us 
also remember that our lives are 
not in our own hands, but in the 
Lord’s. Out time on earth is 
dictated by Him. Nothing 
happens out of God’s control, 
so let us rest assured in the 
strong hands of our Almighty 
God.

God Is Great

One day back in 2002, I had a 
terrible toothache and the dental 
surgeon gave me a dose of Viox 
(very strong pain killers) and 
extracted one wisdom tooth. 
That night, I was feeling rather 
weak, and could not even climb 
up to my bedroom. When I did, 
I went straight to bed. But in the 
middle of the night, without 
knowing that I had passed out 
earlier in my sleep, I opened my 
eyes and saw many blue 
uniformed SCDC staff trying to 
revive me! It was really 
traumatic. My wife Linda was 
the one who found me in a 
semi-conscious state, with my 
eyes rolling and not being able 
to respond to her. With Kelvin, 
my son, beside me, I fell 
unconscious again. I felt a 
chilling cold when I next woke 
up, and found myself in 
Alexandra Hospital, diagnosed 
as suffering from acute kidney 
failure. My creatinine level 
(measurement of toxins) had 

reached 800 plus, from a 
normal range of 100. I was in a 
very critical stage and needed 
immediate dialysis and even 
major surgery to rectify the 
situation. I had to be referred to 
NUH, where the facilities are 
better equipped for kidney 
patients.

The next few days were filled 
with blood tests and more blood 
tests, yet the specialist could not 
find the root cause of my 
ailment and thus, no medication 
was prescribed for me. We 
prayed for God’s wisdom to 
lead the doctors to provide the 
right treatment for me. The 
creatinine level kept creeping 
up to 900 plus, reaching a 
dangerous level. If left 
untreated, I would have passed 
out again even in the best 
hospital. We hung on, only 
trusting in our loving God with 
prayers. Church members also 
prayed for us, and even as 
Linda would weep silently, 
thank God our family reached 
to greater levels of faith.  

Time was pressing, and without 
much options and with no 
solution as to the cure, the 
doctors finally decided to carry 
out an exploratory procedure to 
determine the right treatment. 
The highly delicate human 
kidney has many minute nerves. 
With any one wrong surgical 
move, normal life could be 
affected adversely! 
Nevertheless, the doctors 
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ordered one final blood test and 
scheduled the operation for the 
next day at 1 p.m. after lunch. I 
signed the consent form for the 
operation. We could only 
entrust the operation to God’s 
merciful hands. 

I missed lunch the next day, and 
at 12.30 p.m. they prepared and 
reeled me to the operation 
theatre. While waiting 
anxiously, every minute was 
like a year! Why were the 
surgeons taking so long with 
their lunch! After enduring such 
a long wait, the phone suddenly 
rang at 1.20 p.m. My heart 
dropped. The nurse came in 
with a delightful smile on her 
face because the doctors had 
called off the operation! The 
blood tests results had just 
reached the surgeons’ desks, the 
same surgeons whom I had 
mistakenly thought had taken 
an unusually long lunch! My 
creatinine level had gone down 
at the very last moment. Thank 
God for His kind mercy. This 
was indeed a miracle and it was 
God‘s will to save me from 
undergoing the operation and 
suffering. “For thou hast 
delivered my soul from death: 
wilt not thou deliver my feet 
from falling, that I may walk 
before God in the light of the 
living?” (Psalm 56:13). The 
creatinine level continued to 
decrease steadily with only 
water consumption as 
treatment. Thank God for His 
mercy! As time passed, my 
condition improved but my 
kidneys had suffered a slight 
setback. 

God Is Good

I have a sweet tooth and 
suffered from diabetics for more 
than twenty years. Regular 
endocrinological check-ups and 
blood testing were the constant 
procedures to monitor my 
kidney condition. With poor 
sugar control, the creatinine 
level would always slowly but 
surely rise. 

Working life was as usual, and 
then my company secured a 
prestigious Double - Wall Tank 
construction project for an Oil 
company. The client’s doctors 
did not approve my work permit 
as they rated me unable to work 
safely in the offshore refinery 
island. I did not agree as I felt 
strong and fit to work. And after 
all, I was so experienced and 
competent in all safety 
regulations, having passed all 
the stringent Safety Tests with 
flying colours. I thus 
endeavored to defend my health 
conditions vigorously. I had to 
get some fit-to-work 
certification from the 
specialists. 

To save cost, I went to the 
Polyclinic to get a referral letter 
to see the Renal and Cardiology  
Specialists in NUH, but it was a 
long wait of six weeks for the 
earliest renal appointment. 

The time came for my 
appointment. The doctor 
immediately diagnosed me as 
having end-stage kidney failure, 
and the symptoms were 
apparent:
 

• Bad, foul breath due to high 
toxin level in the body

• Anaemic - low blood count
• Out of limit for Protein level
• Swollen legs
• Very sleepy
• Creatinine level shot at 600+

Being an engineer, I could plot 
the digression chart of my 
creatinine level with the 
available periodic Renal and 
Lipid Panels blood tests 
readings, thus monitoring the 
end time to arrive. Little did I 
know that the degeneration was 
not a straight line extrapolation! 
Until one day I discovered that 
my toxin level had spiralled out 
of control! The end time rate 
was exponential! Yet, God’s 
wisdom says, “Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thy own 
understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). 
The specialist recommended 
immediate hospitalization for 
dialysis treatment.

This rather shocking 
confirmation meant I had to 
make certain quick 
arrangements, praying to God 
for guidance. Firstly, I needed 
to decide on the mode of my 
treatment. I had three  
immediate options:

• Heamo-Dialsyis - cleansing of 
the blood with a Dialysis 
Machine

• Peritoneal Dialysis - with 
special solution infusing into 
the abdomen

• Conservative - just on 
medication, uncontrollable, 
death - soon
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Of course, there was also the 
possibility of having a kidney 
transplant, which is very costly. 
There was also the need to wait 
for a perfect match kidney 
donor. In addition, the 
Singapore government excludes 
the queuing for local donations 
for patients over 60 years old. 

I needed to make a quick 
decision on the right treatment! 
But first, I needed to draw up 
my will, pay all bills, and leave 
a few signed blank cheques just 
in case anything happened. As I 
vividly recalled my mother’s 
grief in using the rather 
ineffective Peritoneal Dialysis 
method previously, and after 
much prayers and consultation 
with doctors and kidney 
patients, the first option was the 
preferred choice, trusting that it 
was God’s guiding will. The 
NUH admission was well 
organized, and perhaps I felt a 
little bit comfortable too soon, 
for my worries started after 
learning that the dialysis 
treatment alone would cost 
about $2,000 monthly, for life! 
This would be a hefty burden to 
shoulder as I would be jobless! 
Government subsidy would be 
minimal as the Means Test 
would certainly have 
disqualified me. This Means 
Test would include three 
pertinent questions such as, 1) 
where do you stay, 2) what is 
your household income, and 3) 
how many dependents you 
have? 

We were heart-broken as we 
faced all these difficulties and 
pain. We faintly remembered 

our Lord’s precious promise:  
“Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you 
rest” (Matthew 11:28). 

Thank God that soon after, the 
admission officer checked and 
found out that I was covered by 
Income Medical Shield without 
any exception clause. What a 
heartening surprise! I only 
needed to pay for 10% excess 
of the entire cost, but that could 
last me for only five years for 
the amount I was insured. God 
is good! Praise the Lord! With 
God‘s grace, five years would 
be a fruitful blessing.

During the hospitalization 
period, three pastors, a preacher 
and many other elders, deacons 
and beloved brothers and sisters 
came to visit me and comfort 
me, and they all prayed for us. 
One pastor said to me: “Yew 
Chong get well quickly, God 
needs you to do His work.” 
How encouraging to look 
forward to being in the Lord’s 
house again and doing His Will.

After the operation to insert the 
catheter, my first dialysis was a 
nightmare. Other patients had 
warned me that serious muscle 
cramps would be inevitable and 
to overcome this, I should apply  
medicated oil to soothe the 
pain. I was oblivious to the 
seriousness of such advice. I 
just gallantly went for the 
heamo-dialsyis. Although the 
first treatment lasted only 2 
hours (instead of the usual four 
hours), the loss of fluid 
extracted from my body caused 

grievous cramps in the shin of 
both my legs. The pain was 
most unbearable, but the quick 
massage by the experienced 
Chinese nurse was a great relief 
from the tormenting agony. I 
could not sleep that whole 
night.

Low blood pressure is a side 
effect of dialysis. The day that I 
was discharged after the third 
dialysis session, I took the usual 
dosage of my medication at 
home. After dinner, I felt so 
weak and had to be assisted up 
to my bedroom. I felt dizzy as I 
sat up suddenly in my bed. I 
experienced the whole house 
spinning like a carousel, and my 
blood pressure was so low that 
it had no reading in the BP test 
kit! Sensing the potential 
danger of suffering a stroke, 
Kelvin told my family to send 
me back to the A & E 
immediately. Indeed, God will 
take care of us just as He has 
promised. After staying and 
resting in bed in the A & E 
ward, and having my 
medication adjusted, I was 
discharged again, in time to 
attend my niece’s much awaited 
and longed for wedding dinner. 
All my relatives were so happy 
to see me well again. After 
more than ten days of hospital 
diet, the choicely spread at 
dinner tasted really sumptuous!
 
After a few more dialysis 
sessions, the cramps became 
more tolerable and controllable. 
Not more than 2.6 kg of fluid 
must be extracted at a time, and 
it would largely depend on the 
weight gained in my body. The 
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swelling on the legs slowly 
subsided, and there was no 
more foul breath. However, 
after each dialysis treatment, 
itchiness in the whole body 
developed. This caused more 
sleepless nights, and taking a 
cold shower late into the night 
to relieve the condition was to 
be the best antidote! Learning to 
eat the right kinds of food to cut 
down the phosphate level in my 
body helped to reduce this side-
effect also. In addition, I have to 
refrain from taking in too much 
sodium (salt) and sugar.

The next stage was to prepare 
for the fistula operation on my 
arm, as the catheter, a foreign 
body, should be removed as 
soon as possible. UT tests 
revealed that the veins on my 
left arm were rather weak, 
hence the operation for the 
veins to be developed only had 
a 50% chance of success. 
Although the Surgeon assured 
me that there were more than 
four locations on my arm to ‘try 
out’, it was such an irony and 
agony for me. I know an elderly 
lady who had two unsuccessful 
fistula operations on both arms, 
and complained tearfully that 
she had no more money to go 
through another operation. My 
operation went on as scheduled, 
and the development of the 
veins is still not strong. But I 
am praying that this first fistula 
operation would be the last that 
I will have to go through. God 
be merciful unto me.

However, there was another 
hurdle to cross, namely, my 
heart condition! To determine 

my heart condition, more blood 
tests followed. The meticulous 
and costly checks would be 
slow and tedious: dipyridamole 
nuclear myocardial perfusion 
scan, cardiac echo-doppler test, 
UT and ECG, and vasodilator 
stress perfusion tests were all 
positive, and the cardiologist 
certified that I have a good, 
strong heart! Thank God for His 
tender mercies.

At present, my dialysis 
treatment would be thrice 
weekly, and each session would 
take about five hours to 
complete. My wife, Linda will 
accompany me and prepare 
tonics for my early recuperation 
from each session. This has 
become our routine. I have 
since restarted my English - 
Mandarin Sunday worship 
translation work in True Life 
and Truth BP churches, and am 
also preaching to the elderly 
Cantonese speaking folks. With 
more free time, I have just 
completed the FEBC Vacation 
Bible Study on Jude (2009). 
Thank God that we can have an 
active church life until our Lord 
comes again. We must continue 
to serve our Almighty Lord. 

God’s Providence

With God’s providence, in the 
near future with scientific 
advancement, man-made 
portable and highly efficient 
artificial kidneys would be 
widely used, but it may be too 
late for me to enjoy this luxury. 
By then, the only use for bulky 
dialysis machine would be as a 
museum exhibit! 

My journey to recovery will be 
a slow and uphill one, since 
damaged kidneys are 
irreparable. For me, only God’s 
Words are uplifting. “Bless the 
LORD, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits: Who 
forgiveth all thy iniquities, who 
healeth all thy diseases; Who 
redeemed thy life from 
destruction; who crowned thee 
with loving kindness and tender 
mercies” (Psalm 103:2-4).  Yes, 
there might have been someone 
who enjoyed the favourite 
Indian Rojak and died 
peacefully. And there would be 
someone who continues to 
struggle and strive to live a life 
for Christ. 

May the sharing of this 
traumatic, personal experience 
be a comfort to all who are ill 
and tenderly cared for by our 
loving God, to the glory of our 
merciful God.

“Blessed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort: Who 
comforted us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able 
to comfort them which are in 
any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God”  2 
Corinthians 1:3-4.

Kyrie Eleison, (God Have 
Mercy Unto Me), I pray!
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Nurture of Godliness
An exposition of 2 Peter 1:3-4

Prabhudas Koshy

"According as his divine power hath given 
unto us all things that pertain unto life and 

godliness through the knowledge of him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue. Whereby 

are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises that by these ye might be 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world through lust 

" (2 Peter 1:3-4).

The Prospect of Godly Life

Christians struggle daily with temptations and 
sins that easily beset them. Is it then possible 
for us to live a godly life? Can we live a life 
that is holy and pleasing to God? Regardless 
of our doubts about the possibility of living a 
godly life, Peter firmly asserts that it is 
possible to live a godly life because "His 
divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness". 

Like Peter, Paul also says that the grace of 
God given to believers will urge them on to a 
godly life. In Titus 2:11-14, Paul teaches us 
that "for the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; . . . Who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works".

Godliness is possible only because of 
God’s gracious provisions for its nurture 
in us. If we reject what God provides for 
this purpose, we cannot be godly.

The Power for Godly Life

It is known to us all that, like most of us, Peter 
also has a story of failure and full restoration 
to a godly life to tell us. He had tasted the 
bitterness of failure in the spiritual pursuit. 
Though he made bold claims about being 
loyal to Christ, when the time of testing came, 

he denied his Master three times. However, 
he had been changed by the divine power of 
the Lord. As he repented, he received the 
power of the Lord to be a loyal minister of 
God’s truth. And now he declares to believers 
who have been struggling with temptations, 
failures and disappointments that godliness or 
true piety is possible through the power of 
God. His message for all of us is that we 
should stop self-pitying and doubting, but start 
thinking about the provisions of the 
unmatched divine power. That is why he 
assures us that “His divine power hath given 
unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness".

Now read how Paul’s pen writes about the 
greatness of the divine power made available 
and the results of it in our lives (emphasis is 
added):

"That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
Strengthened with all might, according to his 
glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with joyfulness; Giving thanks 
unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light: Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son" (Colossians 
1:10-13).

"And what is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to 
the working of his mighty power, Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from 
the dead, and set him at his own right hand in 
the heavenly places, Far above all principality, 
and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come: And 
hath put all things under his feet, and gave 
him to be the head over all things to the 
church, Which is his body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all" (Ephesians 1:19-23).

"That he would grant you, according to the 
riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man; . . . . Now 
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unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, 
Unto him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 
Amen" (Ephesians 3:16-21).

The Perspective of Godly Life

". . . through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue" (2 Peter 1:3b).

To be godly, we can have no other perspective 
about our life than that which Christ’s life 
would grant us. Without a thorough and 
intimate knowledge of Christ, none can lead a 
godly life. To be godly, we need to follow our 
Master. Whatever He counts as glorious and 
virtuous, we must strive to attain. Then we 
shall inherit the glory and virtues of the Son of 
God. In short, a godly person is one who is 
preoccupied with the glory and holy virtues of 
Jesus Christ.

Paul's life illustrates this – "According to my 
earnest expectation and my hope, that in 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall 
be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, 
or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain" (Philippians 1:20-21; cf. 3:7-10).

The Promises for Godly Life

"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises" (2 Peter 1:4a). 

In order to help us to stay the course, the Lord 
has given us many promises. These promises 
are unmistakable assurances because God 
will always keep His Word. They are better 
than silver and gold, which are perishable. 
God’s promises are never affected by 
circumstances. As God is unchanging, His 
promises are also unchanging. So their value 
is indescribable, indeed “great and precious”.

His promises help us to overcome temptations 
and trials, and walking in ungodly ways. Trials 
will normally compel us to reject godly ways. 
But when we think of the great and precious 

promises of God, we realise that if we 
patiently wait on the Lord, He will help us to 
overcome them. This helps us not to forsake 
godly ways.

Peter leaves us to wonder at the blessedness 
of men who live by God’s promises by 
pointing to the promises they inherit as 
"exceeding great and precious promises". 
Their blessedness is as great as the value of 
the promises they inherit from God.

No wonder Paul urged, "Having therefore 
these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (2 
Corinthians 7:1). 

The Purpose of Godly Life

"… that by these ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lust" (2 Peter 
1:4b).

The ultimate purpose of living a godly life 
is that we may be partakers of the divine 
nature, and thus overcome the corruption 
of the world and lust. The pursuit of 
godliness purges a man from the uncleanness 
of this world and fleshly lust. A carnal lifestyle 
must be a thing of the past for a person who 
pursues godliness. "For the time past of our 
life may suffice us to have wrought the will of 
the Gentiles, when we walked in 
lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, 
revellings, banquetings, and abominable 
idolatries" (1 Peter 4:3).

Divine nature and worldliness cannot co-exist. 
Thus the grip of lust and worldliness 
decreases steadily in the life of a godly 
person. At the end, we shall be "changed into 
the same image from glory to glory" (2 
Corinthians 3:18).
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Do Not Tolerate Sin
by Prabhudas Koshy

 This generation of Christians is increasingly 
tolerant of sin. A lot of believers consider preaching 
against sin and confronting the sins of believers as 
unloving, ungracious and harsh. Many churches are 
reluctant to preach against the sinful behaviour and 
lifestyle of our modern society because of the fear 
of  people leaving the church.

The people-sensitive, seeker-friendly philosophy of 
the modern Church is doing greater damage to the 
spirituality of the believers than ever before. Today's 
churches are more concerned that people feel good 
than do good. Shame of sin caused by its 
condemnation is thought of as a greater evil than 
the tolerance of sin in people's life. As a result, there 
is a lack of understanding concerning the vileness of 
sin everywhere.

Sin in our lives must be dealt with. We must have a 
holy hatred of sin. We must mortify our sins. There 
must be conscious efforts from the church, as a 
corporate body, and also from the individual believer 
to drive sin away. Every one who handles God's 
Word for the edification of another must speak 
against sin. Otherwise, we will be bringing up, in our 
church, a generation that is blinded to sin. There is 
no greater sin than ignoring or condoning sin among 
God's people.

No matter how much shame it may cause us, we 
must deal with our sins. Didn't Peter fall on his face 
before the Lord and say, "Depart from me, for I am 
a sinful man” (Luke 5:8)? Didn't David confess his 
sin of adultery and murder and pray for forgiveness, 
when he was confronted by the prophet Nathan 
(Psalm 51)? Paul described himself as chief of all 
sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). Isaiah, a man who 
diligently pursued the righteousness of God at a 
time when the whole nation of Israel was engaged in 
sins, cried out saying, "Woe is me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips" (Isaiah 6:5). 
All great saints of the past felt deeply ashamed of 
their sins, and continually confessed and repented of 
them.

True saints are not those who are without sin, but 
those who deal with their sins according to the grace 
of God given to them. God's grace that is given to 
us, sinners, is not at all a licence to sin. On the 
contrary, it is our strength from above to overcome 
the guilt and power of  sin in us.

Sin is very deceiving and its existence in us 
constantly causes our spiritual sensitivities to 
degenerate. Sin's tendency is always to initially make 
it appear less dangerous. Sins in saints' lives will, 
firstly, tarnish their chief desire to glorify the Lord 
through holy living. As soon as our affections are 
not firmly set on the things of God, our 
imaginations, thoughts and desires will run wild with 
all the lust and pleasure of sin which are naturally 
inherent in us. Minds which rationalise sin as 
harmless and given to all its vile passions will soon 
be overpowered by grievous and horrible sins. If this 
'chain' of sin's conceit is not broken, we will rush 
into sin even without any warning from our own 
conscience.

Sin has this encroaching nature; and if it is 
tolerated in any way, it will certainly creep into 
our souls. Thomas Brooks eloquently warns us 
against the invasion of sin into our souls with its 
deceiving colourful appearance:

Ah, souls! When you shall lie upon a dying bed, 
and stand before a judgment seat, sin shall be 
unmasked, and its dress and robes shall then be 
taken off, then it shall appear more vile, filthy, 
terrible than hell itself; then, that which formerly 
appeared most sweet will appear most bitter, and 
that which appeared most beautiful will appear 
most ugly, and that which appeared most 
delightful will then appear most dreadful to the 
soul. Ah, the shame, the pain, the gall, the 
bitterness, the horror, the hell that the sight of 
sin, when its dress is taken off, will raise in poor 
souls! Sin will surely prove evil and bitter to the 
soul when its robes are taken off. . . . . Till we 
have sinned, Satan is a parasite: when we have 
sinned, he is a tyrant. (Thomas Brooks, Precious 
Remedies Against Satan's Devices, London: Banner of 
Truth Trust, 1984 (reprint), 35-36).

So, all Christians must put to death their sinful habits 
(Romans 8:13). Certainly, we cannot eradicate sin 
totally from our lives. Sin will remain as the greatest 
problem of the saints of Jesus Christ till they reach 
the side of the glory land, where there is no sin. 
Until then, the sinning saint ought to tremble before 
the Most High and Holy God for having offended 
His holiness, abused His grace, and dishonoured His 
glory. In order to weaken the power and vigour of 
sin in us, we must walk prayerfully according to the 
guidelines in His Word. This is our sanctification.
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The situation in which 
she died is instructive:

(James Smith, <http://gracegems.org/
C/Smith.htm> ,"The Pastor's Morning 
Visit")

 She had hospitably entertained the 
angels, 
she had believed their message, 
she had obeyed their command, 
she had left Sodom behind her,
she had forsaken the ungodly.

Yet her heart was left in the city! 

She was cut off by a visible display of 
God's judgment!

 "But Lot's wife looked back--and she 
became a pillar of salt!" 
  Genesis 19:26
 

 The situation in which she died is 
instructive: 

It was not in Sodom--but on the plain.

She escaped one judgment--but was 
overtaken by another!

 She was deprived of eternal life--for too 
highly prizing earth's comforts!
 
She was left as sad example of God's 
jealousy, and His displeasure against 
sin. 

God will be honored either by our 
obedience--or by our punishment! 

It is dangerous to trifle with the smallest 
of God's commands!

We may overcome one temptation--and 
yet fall by another!

Here is a warning to the covetous--
whose hearts are set on earthly things!

Here is a warning to the self-willed--who 
trifle with God's commands!

Here is a warning to the undecided--
who stand between Sodom and Zoar. 

Let us examine--are our hearts 
detached from the world?

Be not high-minded--but fear!

 "Remember Lot's wife!" Luke 17:32

BY THE GRACE OF GOD I 
AM WHAT I AM

(continued from page 10)
Again, the things that sound humble before God 
may sound the opposite before men. To say Thank 
God, I know I am saved and sanctified is in the 
sight of God the acme of humility, it means you 
have so completely abandoned yourself to God 
that you know He is true. Never bother your head 
as to whether what you say sounds humble before 
men or not, but always be humble before God, and 
let Him be all in all.

There is only one relationship that matters, and 
that is your personal relationship to a personal 
Redeemer and Lord. Let everything else go, but 
maintain that at all costs, and God will fulfil His 
purpose through your life. One individual life may 
be of priceless value to God's purposes, and yours 
may be that life. Oswald Chambers, “My Utmost 
for His Highest.”
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There are two sides to a 
Christian's life: a light 

side—and a dark one; an 
elevating side—and a 
depressing one. His 

experience is neither all 
joy—nor all grief; but a 
commingling of both. It 
was so with the apostle 
Paul: "As sorrowful—yet 

always rejoicing" (2 
Corinthians 6:10). When 
a person is regenerated, 
he is not there and then 
taken to heaven—but he 
is given both a pledge 

and a foretaste of it. Nor 
is sin then eradicated 

from his being, though 
its dominion over him is 
broken. It is indwelling 

corruption which casts its 
dark shadow over his 

joy!

The varied experiences of 
t h e b e l i e v e r a r e 
occasioned by Christ's 
presence—and s in 's 
presence. If, on the one 
hand, it be blessedly true 
that Christ is with him all 
the days, even unto the 
end; on the other hand, 
it is solemnly true that 
sin indwells him all his 
days, even unto the end 
of his earthly history! 
Said Paul, "evil is present 
with me"; and that, not 
only occasionally—but sin 

"dwells in me" (Romans 
7:20-21). Thus, as God's 
people feed upon the 
Lamb, it is "with bitter 
herbs they shall eat 
it" (Exo 12:8).

T h e C h r i s t i a n ' s 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f 
indwel l ing s in, h is 
mourning over its defiling 
influence, his sincere 
efforts to strive against 
its solicitations, his 
penitent confessions to 
God of his failure to 
master this inveterate 
foe—are among the 
unmistakable evidences 
that he is a regenerate 
person. For certain it is, 
that none who is dead in 
trespasses and sins 
realizes there is a sea of 
iniquity within his heart, 
defiling his very thoughts 
and imagination; still less 
does he make conscience 
of the same and lament 
it.

Let the believer recall his 
own case: in the days of 
his unregeneracy, he was 
not cast down by what 
now distresses! We are 
bidden to "remember" 
what we were "in time 
past," and then contrast 
the "But now" (Eph 
2:11-13), that we may 

be shamed over the 
former—and rejoice and 
give thanks for the latter.

It is cause for fervent 
praise if your eyes have 
been opened to see "the 
sinfulness of sin," and 
your heart to feel its 
obnoxiousness. Since it 
was not always thus, a 
great change has taken 
place—you have been 
made the subject of a 
miracle of grace. But the 
continuance of indwelling 
sin presents a sore and 
perplexing problem to 
the Christian. That 
nothing is too hard for 
the Lord—he is full 
assured. Why then is evil 
a l l owed to remain 
present with him? Why is 
he not rid of this hideous 
thing—which he so much 
loathes and hates? Why 
should this horrible 
depravity be allowed to 
disturb his peace and 
mar his joy? Why does 
not the God of all grace 
rid him of this harassing 
tyrant?

I t m u s t e v e r b e 
remembered that His 
thoughts and ways are 
often the very opposite 
of ours. Yet we must also 
remember they are 
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infinitely wiser and better 
than ours. God then 
must have some valid 
reason why He leaves sin 
in His people; and since 
He loves them with a 
b o u n d l e s s a n d 
unchangeable love—it 
must be left in them for 
their benefit. Faith may 
be fully assured that evil 
continues to be present 
with the saint both for 
the glory of God and for 
his own good. Thus, 
there is a bright side to 
even this dark cloud.

We are apt to think it is a 
most deplorable thing 
that sin still indwells us 
and to imagine it would 
be far better if we were 
rid of it. But that is our 
ignorance. Yes, it is 
something worse: it is a 
spirit of opposition to 
God, a rebelling against 
His dealings with us, an 
i m p u g n i n g o f H i s 
w isdom, a cast ing 
reflection upon His 
goodness. Since He has 
given such abundant 
proofs that He has our 
best interests at heart, it 
m u s t b e m o s t 
reprehensible for any to 
call into question His 
ways with them.

Rather, may we be fully 
persuaded that our loving 
Father would have 
completely removed "the 
flesh" from the soul of 
His children at the 
m o m e n t o f t h e i r 

regeneration—had that 
been for their highest 
welfare. Since He has not 
done so, we must 
confidently conclude that 
God has a benevolent 
purpose in allowing sin to 
indwell them, to the end 
of their pilgrim journey. 
But does His Word 
furnish any hints of His 
gracious designs therein? 
Yes—but we must now 
limit ourselves unto one 
of them.

God leaves sin in His 
people—to promote 
their humility. There is 
n o t h i n g wh i c h He 
abominates, so much as 
pr ide. In Proverbs 
6:16-17, the Holy Spirit 
has listed seven things 
which the Lord hates, 
and they are headed with 
"A proud look"! God 
feeds the hungry—but 
the rich He sends empty 
away. He "gives grace 
unto the humble," but 
" r e s i s t s t h e 
proud" (James 4:6). It is 
the egotistical and self-
satisfied Laodiceans who 
are so loathsome in His 
sight—that He spues 
them out of His mouth 
(Rev 3:16-17).

Now Christian reader, is 
it really and truly the 
desire of your heart that 
God will "hide pride" 
from you (Job 33:17)? If 
by grace it is so, then are 
you willing for Him to use 
His own means and 

method in accomplishing 
your desire, even though 
it is an unpleasant 
process, yes, galling to 
your complacency? If you 
are willing for your 
natural religiousness to 
be blasted and to be 
stripped of your peacock 
feathers, then it will be 
by evil remaining in you 
and bestirring itself to 
your grief!

Second Timothy 3:2 
shows (from its order) 
that pride springs from 
inordinate self-love. They 
who are undue lover of 
themselves—soon grow 
proud of themselves; 
which is odious to God, 
for it robs Him of His 
glory. Since God will be 
glorious unto His saints, 
as well as glorified by 
them—He subdues their 
pride by leaving that in 
them which humbles 
their hearts—but makes 
them admire Him the 
m o r e f o r H i s 
longsuffering.

Divine light exposes filth 
within, of which they had 
no previous realization, 
causing them to cry with 
the leper, "Unclean, 
unclean!" (Lev 13:45). 
They have such painful 
discoveries of indwelling 
sin as often makes them 
lament, "O wretched man 
that I am!" (Romans 
7:24). But how thankful 
we should be if God 
makes us "abho r " 
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ourselves (Job 42:6), 
and thereby make way 
for prizing Christ all the 
more!

In this life, holiness, my 
reader, consists largely of 
pantings after it—and 
grievings because we feel 
ourselves to be so 
unholy. What would 
happen to a man still left 
in this world—if he were 
full of sin one day and 
then made absolutely 
sinless the next? Let our 
p resen t exper i ence 
supply the answer. Do we 
not find it very difficult to 
keep our proper humble 
place, both before God 
and our brethren, when 
the evil within us is 
subdued but a little? Is 
not that evidence we 
require something to 
deliver us from self-
righteousness? Even the 
beloved Paul needed "a 
thorn in the flesh" lest he 
"be exa l ted above 
measure through the 
abundan ce o f t h e 
revelations" given him (2 
Corinthians 12:7).

The man after God's own 
heart prayed, "O Lord, 
open you my lips; and 
my mouth shall show 
forth your praise" (Psalm 
51:15): as though he 
said, "If You, Lord, will 
help me to speak aright, 
I shall not proclaim my 
own worth nor boast of 
what I have done—but 
will give You all the 

glory." As God left some 
of the Canaanites in the 
land—to prove Israel 
(Judges 2:21-22), so He 
leaves sin in us—to 
humble us.

We shall be sinless in 
heaven, and the sight 
ofthe "Lamb, who was 
slain" (Rev 5:12) will 
forever prevent the re-
entry of pride into our 
souls.

Our consciousness of 
sin's presence has, first, 
an emptying influence: 
it makes way for a 
pardoning and cleansing 
Christ, by convicting the 
soul of its deep need.

Second , i t has a 
c o n t i n u a l a b a s i n g 
influence, bringing us to 
realize more and more 
our utter insufficiency 
a n d c o m p l e t e 
dependence upon God.

T h i r d , i t h a s a n 
evangelical influence, 
for it serves to make us 
more conscious of the 
perfect suitability of the 
great Physician for such 
lepers as we feel 
ourselves to be.

Fourth, it has a God-
honoring influence, for 
it brings the renewed 
s o u l t o m a r v e l 
increasingly at His 
"longsuffering to us" (2 
Peter 3:9).

Fifth, it should promote a 
spirit of forbearance to 
our fellows: we ought not 
to expect less failure in 
them—than we find in 
ourselves.

THE OPENED 
SIGHT

"To open their eyes . . . that they 
may receive . . ." Acts 26:18

This verse is the grandest 
condensation of the propaganda 
of a disciple of Jesus Christ in 
the whole of the New 
Testament.

The first sovereign work of 
grace is summed up in the word 
- "that they may receive 
remission of sins." When a man 
fails in personal Christian 
experience, it is nearly always 
because he has never received 
anything. The only sign that a 
man is saved is that he has 
received something from Jesus 
Christ. Our part as workers for 
God is to open men's eyes that 
they may turn themselves from 
darkness to light; but that is not 
salvation, that is conversion - 
the effort of a roused human 
being. I do not think it is too 
sweeping to say that the 
majority of nominal Christians 
are of this order; their eyes are 
opened, but they have received 
nothing. Conversion is not 
regeneration. This is one of the 
neglected factors in our 
preaching today. When a man is 
born again, (continued on page 29)
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Worship is not just for adults but also for 
children (cf. Deuteronomy 31:11-13; Joshua 
8:35; 2 Chronicles 20:13; Nehemiah 8:2-3; 
12:43; Matthew 14:21; 15:38; Mark 
10:13-14). For this reason, we bring our 
children to church. Gethsemane B-P Church 
welcomes children to join the adults in the 
worship of God. Children are part of our 
church family, and their spiritual nurture is a 
great  concern to our church. So we welcome 
them to our church’s most sacred activity, 
even the worship of God.

Having all the children in the worship is a 
wonderful experience to both the children and 
the whole church. Their coming to worship is 
vital to the church’s future. We pray that 
through their participation in worship, they 
would learn to worship God in a biblical and 
solemn manner. We also need to instruct and 
guide them to have the right mindset  and 
mannerism when they come before the Lord 
in worship.

One of the ways to prepare children for a 
proper worship of God is by conducting family 
worship daily. This can be just a 15-minute 
spiritual discipline for the family, where 
everyone sits together to sing a song, read 
the Scripture and pray. This spiritual exercise 
is a good avenue to teach your children the 
behaviour expected of them during the 
Sunday Worship.

The children should sit quietly and 
attentively, endeavouring – to the best 

of their ability – to participate reverently 
and intelligently in the worship. To attain 
such a goal requires that parents be diligent 
and thorough in preparing their children for 
attendance at and participation in the public 
meetings. In order to help parents, and the 
church, accomplish their Biblical responsibility, 
please consider the following guidelines, 
which I hope will act  as an aid to such 
preparation. (The ideas reflected in the 
following sections are not entirely mine. I 
have adapted some from various books and 
articles with changes to suit our 
congregation.)

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS

 • Seek to order things in your home so 
that children have adequate rest on 
Saturday night. Also, leave the house 
early on Sunday morning to prepare to 
arrive in good time (perhaps 10-15 
minutes before the service begins).

 • Remind your children in advance the 
behaviour that is expected of them in 
Sunday school, the worship service 
and/or the prayer meeting.

 • Accomplish necessary tasks (such as 
getting a beverage, or using the toilet) 
before the start of the service. Advise 
your child not to run in and out  of the 
worship hall, because leaving the 
worship (even for legitimate reasons) is 
a distraction, at least to those nearby. 
Such a departure
will also disrupt your child’s and your 
worship of God. It will impair your 
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ability to follow, understand, and 
therefore benefit from the preaching of 
God's Word. The logic and continuity of 
Biblical preaching is lost when there are 
interruptions in the hearing of it. 
Seriously consider the possibility of 
refusing your child's desire to leave the 
meeting place.

 • Train your children to be good listeners. 
Instruct them to sit  with good posture 
and focus their eyes on the one leading 
the service or preaching. When the 
Scriptures are read, have them turn to 
the text and follow in their own or your 
Bible. Likewise, help them turn to each 
hymn and follow from the hymnbook, 
helping them as required. With older 
children, consider means of helping 
them to concentrate such as taking 
notes.

 • Encourage children to continue 
behaving well (e.g. not making 
excessive noise and shouting), even 
immediately after a public meeting. 
Help children to behave politely to one 
another, and to adults (holding open 
doors, helping with tasks, etc.) and to 
behave in a friendly fashion to visitors, 
particularly children who are visiting.

 • As much as possible, follow up on the 
preaching and teaching with your 
children (during the drive home, 
lunchtime, or family worship), by 
asking them appropriate questions.

 • Remember also the power of our 
parental example (good or bad) in 
preparing for and participating in the 
public meetings of the church.

Nursery to Primary 3

 • In this category, most of the older ones 
(Primary 1-3), if properly guided, will 
be able to sit through the worship 
without causing disruptions. Right now, 
we have a special Junior Worship 
lesson conducted for this group during 
the time of sermon, that they may be 
taught the Word in a way they can 
comprehend.

 • While they are in the first  part of the 
worship service, they must  be 
instructed to have proper attitude and 
behaviour. If the parents are unable to 
attend to them, let  the Junior Worship 
teacher or another adult sit with the 
children to guide them.

 • It is important that we insist  on good 
attitude during worship. If your child 
becomes restless or behaves 
inappropriately, remember to deal with 
him in a way that will not disrupt the 
focus of the other worshippers. There 
is no need to leave the worship at  the 
first sign of disturbance from your 
child: congregation should appreciate 
that a very young child does not always 
behave perfectly. If there is no 
alternative, take your child out of the 
service. Ensure that  this is not seen as 
a 'reward' for disobedience, and, if 
possible, deal with the particular issue 
appropriately and immediately, and 
then return to the meeting room to 
continue participating in the public 
worship of God.

If it  is predictable that you will need to take 
your child out of a service to train or discipline 
him or her, aim to take seats near the doors 
of the meeting room, where you can get in 
and out with least distraction to others. When 
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leaving or entering, try to do so with a 
minimum of fuss and noise. Other members 
of the church – ushers, for example – might 
be able to render a helping hand to you. 
Return to your seats as soon as possible with 
minimal distraction.

Remember that the children are to participate 
intelligently in worship. Diversionary activities 
(drawing, writing, reading other children’s 
books, playing, etc.) are not part of the 
worship of God. Neither are eating and 
drinking (except for the Lord's Supper), which 
can be distracting for the child, yourself and 
others. These things will undermine a child's 
active and intelligent involvement in the 
worship of God.

Infants and toddlers

Toddlers are often restless and fidgety. They 
are also prone to cry aloud. Parents of infants 
and toddlers are invited to use “the cry room” 
section. If you are in the main worship hall, 
please be seated near the door, so you can 
easily exit the worship hall to attend to your 
child who is crying. If your child is getting 
unusually restless, please consider using “the 
cry room”. Or you may take your child out of 
the worship hall with as little disturbance as 
possible. Please seek help from the ushers, if 
you need assistance. Quietly return to your 
seat as soon as possible after attending to the 
child.

Parents who are in “the cry room”, remember 
not to engage in conversation or activities 
that will distract others from concentrating on 
the worship. Let us endeavour to keep the 
solemnity of worship at all times. As much as 
possible, make sure that your movements and 

activities are least disturbing to others around 
you. Let all parents be mutually helpful and 
forbearing.

The Lord calls out to all our children, saying, 
“Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the LORD” (Psalm 
34:11). “Whom shall he teach knowledge? 
and whom shall he make to understand 
doctrine? them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breasts” (Isaiah 
28:9). Parents, come with your children to 
worship the Lord! (end of part 1)

(Part 2)

 I would like to add a few more words of 
advice to the parents concerning the 
supervision of children in the main worship 
service. I would like to once again affirm that 
at Gethsemane B-P Church, we are eager to 
have our young children to join the worship 
service together with all the rest. We are 
happy to see our children’s participation in the 
worship from an early age. In many churches 
today, bringing children into the full hour of 
congregational worship is postponed as long 
as possible. But this is not a healthy practice. 
In our church, we encourage young children 
to be in the sanctuary from the beginning of 
worship. While toddlers are encouraged to be 
seated with their parents, upper kindergarten 
and lower primary students are encouraged to 
sit together at the front of the sanctuary.

Concerning infants and toddlers, I would like 
to advise the parents that they take great 
care not to allow the children’s talking or 
crying to disrupt  the worship. If it  is 
necessary, please bring them out of the 
sanctuary, pacify them and bring them back 
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to join the worship. You may be concerned 
that at what point should you take your child 
out of the sanctuary. Here are some 
suggested guidelines:

 

 • If your infant is obviously stressed in 
the worship service and cannot be 
consoled within a few seconds, you 
probably need to either step out 
temporarily or move to the cry room.

 • If your infant or toddler is repetitively 
distracting to those around you, you 
should move to the cry room.

 • If an usher speaks to you about 
moving to the cry room, thank him for 
his help and remove your child from 
the sanctuary immediately.

 • See to it  that all your children go to the 
toilet before the service begins, and 
(except in unusual cases) tell them that 
they will not  be allowed to leave during 
the service.

 • Talk to your children at home about 
your expectations in worship.

 • Comment and reward your children for 
good behaviour in worship.

 • Do not allow your toddler's 
"misbehaviour" to keep you 
permanently from the church worship 
service. If a three- or four-year-old is 
misbehaving, you can take him outside 
for an "attitude adjustment" and then 
re-enter the sanctuary quietly. Repeat 
this procedure until he, not you, 
relents! You may also want to penalize 
him for misbehaving in the service.

 • If a guest is struggling with his/her 
toddlers or infants near you in the 

worship service, you might want to 
offer help.

Let us not hesitate to teach our children how 
to behave in the worship of God. If we care to 
teach our children how to walk, talk, feed 
themselves, tie their shoes, etc., we should 
also be eager to inculcate in them proper 
behaviour during the worship of our great 
God.

THE OPENED SIGHT
(continued from page 25) he knows that it is because 

he has received something as a gift from Almighty 
God and not because of his own decision. People 

register their vows, and sign their pledges, and 
determine to go through, but none of this is 

salvation. Salvation means that we are brought to 
the place where we are able to receive something 
from God on the authority of Jesus Christ, viz., 

remission of sins.
Then there follows the second mighty work of 
grace - "an inheritance among them which are 
sanctified." In sanctification the regenerated soul 
deliberately gives up his right to himself to Jesus 
Christ, and identifies himself entirely with God's 
interest in other men. Oswald Chambers, “My 
Utmost for His Highest.
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Reflections On Church Camp 2010: 
“Towards A Consecrated Life.”

by Toh Jyh Cheau

 
(Rom 12:1)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 

is your reasonable service.

(Rom 12:2)  And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

 The following are some reflections and 
excerpts of lessons that  I have learned from camp.

1) “To consecrate” – is to set apart or devote 
entirely for holy use.

Does God need us to set apart our lives for His 
use? 

Answer: No. It is a privilege for all believers . We 
have been delivered from hell,. our genuine 
gratitude should compel us towards a consecrated 
life.

“... not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind,”

Our minds can be easily side-tracked by worldly 
philosophies, hopes and aspirations. This 
continuous exposure of our mind is likened to a 
frog being gradually cooked alive in a slow heating 
pan. We may strive for carnal desires and carnal 

accolades unconsciously. Hence, we need to be 
transformed constantly by the Word of God, 
through the teaching of God’s Word and be 
sensitive to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, our 
greatest counsellor.

“ A consecrated life?” The question is whether we 
want to do it or not? The issue is one of obedience, 
not inability.

2) Without a cause – an unjustified action.

(Matt 5:22)  But I say unto you, That whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say 

to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the 
council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall 

be in danger of hell fire.

Cause is not the same as meeting our expectations. 
An example for our application: Mothers, do not 
be angry with young children if they cannot 
understand their lessons or have no sense of 
punctuality or frugality!

“Make right all your personal relationships as soon 
as possible.”

3) Obedience in real life

(Matt 5:37)  But let your communication be, Yea, 
yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than 

these cometh of evil. 

If we are working in an environment with a ‘bad 
working culture’ such as telling white lies, we 
should stick to our Christian values of telling 
the truth always.

(Matt 5:39)  But I say unto you, That ye resist not 
evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 

right cheek, turn to him the other also.

Another application would be: If someone takes 
advantage of you or humiliate you, do not 
retaliate. Do not exert your personal right.

(Matt 7:7-12)  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 

unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and 
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he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened.  Or what man is there of you, 
whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a 
stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a 

serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven give good 

things to them that ask him? Therefore all things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 

ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets.

Lastly, there are many more valuable lessons to be 
learned from the camp messages and specifically, 
‘The Semon on The Mount.” These teachings 
reveal to us what a consecrated life ought to be. It 
is not an easy road but God promises and assures 
us in Matthew 7:7-8 that if we ask God to help us 
to  strive towards a consecrated life, He will 
answer us.

“ A consecrated life?” The question is whether we 
want to do it or not, not that we cannot do it. The 
issue is one of obedience and not of inability.

Camp Blessings
by Alice Tan

 Camp time has always been a wonderful 
time of feasting. This 2010 Family Bible Camp is 
no exception. Our AF has been studying “The 

Sermon on the 
Mount,” yet the 
Holy Spirit shed 
so much more 
light and clarity 
on this familiar 
passage during 
the camp. God is 
m e r c i f u l a n d 

gracious to reveal many precious lessons, areas I 
need to work on, convictions and confirmation.

Camp time is like the experience Moses had with 
the Lord on Mount Sinai. As we ‘descend from the 
mountain,’ the routine and demands of daily life 
will set in once again. A consecrated life is not  a 

super life overnight – it is a constant and daily 
consecration, that comes with challenges and 
struggles. I need to constantly check my walk with 
the Lord and my obedience to His words – for His 
glory.

Thank God for His promise of help for He knows 
how weak we are and I take comfort and strength 
from this; Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you (Matt 7:7).

May the Lord help each camper to ‘ . . . walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but  as wise, 
Redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil.’ (Eph 5:15-16)

Camp Blessings
by Mary Yong

(Matt 7:21)  Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 

heaven.

 Matthew 7:21 is a great reminder to me and 
is also a frightening verse for me. How have I been 
living my Christian life? Have I been doing the 
will of my Father? Am I really saved? These are 
but some of the questions which I asked myself 
during the camp. I really thank God for all the 
messages which I received from God's messenger 
and for providing me with answers to my 
questions. Having all the answers, NOW is the 
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time to be “doers of the word and not hearers 
only.” May the Lord help me to consecrate my life 
totally to HIM. Amen.
 

Testimony From Church Camp 2010
by Sara Wong

(Heb:4:12)  For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 

spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
 
 The church camp theme, 'Towards a 
Consecrated Life,” based on Romans 12:1-2 and 
Matthew 5 – 7 states clearly the aim of the camp. I 
had gone to camp not expecting much and 
wondering if I would be able to listen in to the 
messages. I had missed all the messages at last 
year’s camp and did not have the discipline to 
listen to the recorded messages despite my 
husband's loving efforts in recording them for me. 
Thank God for His mercy and grace. Not only 
could I listen to the main messages, I was much 
rebuked by them. Do I know my Bible? Do I know 
when it is right to be angry? Do I know how to 
counsel? Do I even know how to pray? Do I know 
whether I am saved? These, and many other topics 
were discussed during the messages,  discussions 
and forums, formal and informal. It was such a 
spiritual feast and I am still trying to chew over 
them even now.

One of the most important lessons I learnt is that I 
do not know the Bible. What do I mean? Of course 
I know what the Bible says, and yet it seems there 
is much I do not know. There are many things that 
I can point out from the Bible, and yet, there are so 
many things that I have missed, misinterpreted or 
have not been living them out. Thank God for the 
clear message about what we cannot say when the 
Bible is silent on any matter but at the same time, 
we must do what the Bible clearly says. We are 
spiritual beings and the Bible should be our 
spiritual food. I have neglected much feeding 
myself. It is not the years of being a Christian that 
counts, or even the number of years attending 
Christian meetings, but how much I surrender 
myself as a living sacrifice to Christ daily, that 
counts. Now I understand deeper what John Calvin 
said about studying the Bible. He said we need 
“humility, humility, humility”. 

I thank God for other blessings too. The hotel 
room may not be free from small cockroaches, that 
the food could be better, or that there could be 
more to see around the hotel, but the exclusivity of 
our 10th floor conference room cum dining place 
was excellent and made me feel at ease. Simple 
recreation pleasures plus great company and even 
the convenience of not having to carry an umbrella 
despite a drizzle (we were comfortably driven to a 
5-minute walk and a 1-minute drive to a seafood 
restaurant for two sumptuous meals), mark the 
many nice memories I have of this year’s church 
camp. Thank God.

Full of Self
If thou couldst empty all thyself of self,

Like to a shell dishabited,
Then might He find thee on the Ocean shelf,

And say – “This is not dead,”
And fill thee with Himself instead.

But thou art all replete with very thou,
And hast such shrewd activity,

That, when He comes, He says: - “This is enow
Unto itself – “Twere better let it be:

It is so small and full, there is no room for Me.”

T.E. Brown
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Many ask “What is the meaning 
of life?” But a question that 
should be asked first is “Does 
God exists?” If we conclude 
that there is no God, then we 
are condemned to the hopeless 
task of finding meaning in a 
world that evolutionists readily 
admit is a product of random 
accident.  

If we accept the God of the 
Bible, revealed to us in His 
Holy Scripture and the world 
around us that He created, then 
we may take the question a step 
further and ask, “What is God 
like?” The Bible teaches us 
about a Person. We can so 
easily lose sight of this truth 
as we study the Bible and 
l e a r n p r i n c i p l e s a n d 
doctrines, but forget the 
Person to Whom the 
principles and doctrines 
point.  One can even seek for 
God’s will  and forget to seek 
God.  Jesus is the climatic 
revelation of “who God is”.  
The first step  in knowing God’s 
will and understanding His 
purpose for you is to trust  Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour.  

Our relationship with Him is 
the primary thing. Our 
service for Him is secondary.  
If we aim at the primary 
thing, we will get the 
secondary. If we aim at the 
secondary, there is no assurance 
that we will get it, and for sure 

we will miss the primary. The 
author encourages us not to 
seek God’s will in an anxious 
spirit but rather to let our 
pursuit be after the primary 
thing of building an intimate 
relationship  with God. God’s 
primary purpose for our life 
is to build an intimate, loving 
relationship with Himself.  
This focused devotion will 
lead us into the full experience 
of every facet of His will for 
us.

As you seek to understand 
God’s will, you will discern that 
you are in a spiritual battle. The 
scripture warns us not to be 
ignorant of Satan’s schemes (2 
Cor 2:11). He has a variety of 
strategies to separate man 
from God, but his most basic 
one is to distort our 
understanding of God. Pride 
and self-reliance are still some 
of Satan’s most powerful 
weapons.  

A pursuit of God’s will must 
recognize that anything done 
independent of God is futile 
and produces only vanity (1 
Sam 12:20-21). Your pursuit 
of God’s will must first of all 
be a pursuit of God Himself 
(Ps 127:1). A life apart from 
God will result in staleness and 
emptiness. There may be 
temporary “highs” from 
pursuing worldly delights, but 
in the end, you will see them for 

the hollow rewards they are, 
devoid of the love, meaning and 
permanence that characterize 
God’s gifts.  Life with Christ is 
an endless hope, life without 
Him is a hopeless end.

God Himself confirms the 
importance of knowing His 
character in 2 Cor 3:18. A focus 
on God’s glorious character is 
the means that the Lord uses to 
transform a life! Only the 
transforming of our thoughts 
about God will produce 
genuine and lasting changes 
in our lives, and the primary 
aspect of God’s will is to 
conform us to the image of 
Christ (Rom 8:29).

As you pursue God’s will you 
may need to adjust the focus of 
your pursuit. It  is better to 
pursue a life in understanding 
and knowing God as you pursue 
God’s will.  The acid test for 
gauging God’s pleasure in us is 
spelled out clearly in Jer 
9:23-24.  Let all your needs and 
frustrations lead you to Him, for 
He is the focus that will give 
meaning to the picture that God 
is painting through your life.

3 foundational principles that 
will help you to know and 
accept God is worthy  of your 
trust and love: God has 
unlimited resources, God 
delights in His children, and 
God desires to be trusted.  
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“Living The Life God Has Planned – A Guide To Knowing God’s 
Will” by Bill Thrasher

A Book Summary by Tina Wong



Faith is ceasing to trust in 
yourself and placing all of your 
confidence in God. He is the 
only worthy object of your 
faith.  

How can we judge for ourselves 
that we are being faithful to all 
the Father wants for us? 3 
outward expressions of faith we 
should look for are our speech, 
obedience and the facing of our 
fears and anxieties. George 
Mueller said that the beginning 
of anxiety is the end of faith, 
and the beginning of faith is the 
end of anxiety. Worry is 
unbelief in disguise.

Phil 4:6-7 tells us that prayer + 
supplications + thanksgiving = 
God’s peace.  Every  time we are 
tempted to be anxious, God 
prompts us to pray  or talk with 
Him. If your prayers are limited 
to supplication, you will tend to 
get wrapped up in your 
problem. Thanksgiving lifts our 
hearts to God. An important 
aspect of this process of faith is 
learning to live one day at a 
time and not to be anxious 
about tomorrow – even being 
anxious about finding God’s 
will.  Worry  is nothing more 
than borrowed trouble. As some 
unknown author wrote, “Worry 
does not relieve tomorrow of its 
stress, it  merely  empties today 
of its strength.”

4 ways in which we can sense 
God’s confirmation that  we are 
fulfilling His will are: 
1) God’s will that you think 
rightly about yourself
A right view of yourself is a 
product of listening to Him and 

rejecting the input in your life 
that is not in harmony with His 
perspective.

2) God’s will that you have 
meaning and purpose in your 
life
When you have a relationship 
with God, you have something 
worth dying for. If not, you will 
not have anything worth living 
for – and this will be evident in 
the routine of your life.  
Although most of life is lived in 
a routine, it  is not to be so 
routine that we lose sight of 
loving God as the greatest 
priority in all of life. God in His 
mercy encourages us to present 
the totality  of our lives to Him.  
He desires that we commit all 
of ourselves into the hands of 
our Creator.  This is what gives 
a person real meaning and 
purpose. You may not  even 
fully  understand some of the 
abilities and gifts that God has 
given you because they  have 
not yet been fully developed.  
When we make ourselves 
available to the Lord, He helps 
us discover and develop  every 
facet of our lives. He never 
wastes what you entrust to Him.  

3) God’s will for you to 
experience contentment
B i l l G o t h a r d d e f i n e s 
contentment as “realizing that 
God has provided everything I 
need for my present happiness.”   
The secret to this contentment is 
our relationship with Christ, 
who promises to give us 
strength to do all that He has for 
us (Phil 4:13).  

4) God’s will for you to be 
secure
While there are some things we 
do not know, everyone who 
loves Christ can know that God 
is ruling and overruling every 
event in his life for his eternal 
good.  Security is found in 
realizing how God defines 
“good”. Good is being 
conformed to the image of 
God’s Son (Rom 8:29). This 
includes such things as the 
ability  to experience peace in 
the midst of great stress (Jn 
14:27), the joy of obeying God 
(Jn 15:10-11) and the 
achievement of genuine success 
(Jn 17:4).

G o d i s a G o d w h o 
communicates to us. It would 
be very difficult to have a 
relationship  with someone who 
never spoke. 4 ways in which 
God speaks to His people are:
1) God speaks through 
Scripture
2) God speaks through the 
prompting of His Spirit
3) God speaks through people
4) God speaks through 
circumstances

Number 1 is the primary way 
and number 2 through 4 are the 
secondary  ways. The secondary 
ways must always be evaluated 
under the authority of the 
Scriptures.

A few basic principles in 
knowing God’s will: 
a) Believe that God has a will 

for you
We should never limit God’s 
power and grace to bring us 
back to His best. God will 
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work with us where we are, 
and He can even weave the 
failures of a person with a 
repentant hear t in to 
something beautiful. God is 
a God who restores His 
people.

b) Be continually listening to 
God
A call is defined by 
Oswald Sanders as a 
“growing conviction as 
you become acquainted 
with the facts.”

c) Be continually  pursuing 
God
We should pursue the 
completion of His will with 
the same dependent 
determination that we see in 
the Apostle Paul and see 
supremely in Christ (Act 
20:24, Jn 4:34, Luke 22:42).  
God’s view of success is 
found in Christ’s life and 
His last words, Jn 14:4.

d) Appeal to God’s glory
God guides us in the 
paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake (Ps 
23:3). Most of us long 
for a detailed road map 
as we look for God’s 
guidance. God wants to 
give us something much 
better. He desires to give 
u s H i m s e l f , a n 
experienced guide. It is 
better to have an 
experienced guide than a 
detailed road map.
 

The Hiding 
Place!

 (James  Smith <http://
gracegems.org/C/
Smith.htm> , "Daily Bible 
Readings for the Lord's 
Household")
 
 "A MAN will be as a hiding 
place from the wind,
  And a refuge from the 
tempest,
  As rivers of water in a dry 
place,
  As the shade of a massive 
rock in an arid land!"
      Isaiah 32:2
 
 The present world is like a 
bleak and cheerless desert; 
the climate is  very 
changeable, and we are 
exposed to piercing, cutting 
winds.
 
 Sometimes dangerous 
errors, 
 sometimes deep afflictions, 
 sometimes soul-distressing 
trials, 
 like violent winds, blow 
upon us and fill us with 
alarm and dread! 
 At such times--a hiding 
place is necessary. 
 
Jesus is our hiding place!

 He will hide us from . . .
   the wrath of God,
   the rage of Hell, and
   the injurious effects of 
trials and troubles!
 
Beloved, are you in this 
hiding place? If so, abide in 
it, for nowhere  else will 
you find such safety, or 
enjoy such repose!

Hail, sovereign love which first 
began,
 The scheme to rescue fallen man!

 Hail, matchless, free, eternal 
grace,
 Which gave my soul a hiding 
place! 
 
 Against the God who rules the 
sky,
 I fought with hand uplifted high!
 Despised the notion of His grace,
 Too proud to seek a hiding place! 
 
 Enwrapt in thick Egyptian night,
 And fond of darkness more than 
light!
 Madly I ran the sinful race,
 Secure without a hiding place! 
 
 But thus the eternal counsel ran:
 "Almighty love--arrest that man!"
 I felt the arrows of distress,
 And found I had no hiding place! 
 
 Indignant Justice stood in view;
 To Sinai's fiery mount I flew!
 But Justice cried, with frowning 
face,
 "This mountain is no hiding 
place!"
 
 E'er long, a heavenly voice I 
heard,
 And Mercy's angel soon appeared;
 He led me on with gentle pace,
 To Jesus as my hiding place! 
 
 Should sevenfold storms of 
thunder roll,
 And shake the earth from pole to 
pole;
 No thunder bolt could daunt my 
face,
 For Jesus is my hiding place! 
 
 On Him almighty vengeance fell,
 That would have sunk a world to 
hell!
 He bore it for the chosen race,
 And thus became their hiding 
place! 
 
 A few more rolling suns at most,
 Shall land me on fair Canaan's 
coast;
 Where I shall sing the song of 
grace,
 And see my glorious Hiding 
Place!
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Welcome to the Truth Adults’ Fellowship or TAF 
for short.
We meet on every first and third Saturday of the 
month at 7.00 PM. If you feel you are old enough 
to join us, please come! You will be most welcome 

to study God’s word and fellowship with us together. In addition, we 
have a monthly bible study on Biblical Parenting. For this and other 
news and information on our program and activities, please visit our 
web page at www.truthbpc.com. The following is a brief description of 
our fellowship. We hope to see you at our meetings soon.

	 MOTTO:
	 	 	 TO LIVE IS CHRIST, 
	 	 TO DIE IS GAIN (PHIL 1:21)

	 	 2010 THEME:
	 	 	 	 ONLY ONE LIFE

	 	 	 THEME VERSE: 
	 NEITHER YIELD YE YOUR MEMBERS AS 
	 	 INSTRUMENTS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 
	 UNTO SIN: BUT YIELD YOURSELVES UNTO GOD, 
	 	 AS THOSE THAT ARE ALIVE FROM THE 
	 	 	 DEAD, AND YOUR MEMBERS AS 
	 	 INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
	 	 	 	 UNTO GOD (ROM 6:13)

	 THEME SONG:
   “ONLY ONE LIFE”

	 	 OBJECTIVES:
	 - YIELDING OURSELVES WHOLLY UNTO GOD
	 	 - DO NOT YIELD OURSELVES UNTO SIN
	 	 	 - BE A BLESSING TO OTHERS AS 
	 WE YIELD TO GOD

	 ADVISOR: DN MARTIN CHEONG
	 	 PRESIDENT: DN WINSTON CHEW
	 	 VICE-PRESIDENT: PAUL TAN
	 	 	 SECRETARY: ALICE TAN
	 	 	 	 TREASURER: MARY YONG
	 	 PUBLICITY: JOE TAN
	 	 	 COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
	 	 	 	 ERIC TOH
	 	 	 ANTHONY CHENG

Welcome to Tru# 
Adults’ fellowship

http://www.truthbpc.com
http://www.truthbpc.com

