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Charlotte’s largest architecture firm will move to uptown by early 2019.

Little Diversified Architectural Consulting, whose service lines include
architecture, engineering and land planning, will move out of its
longtime home at 5815 Westpark Drive to 615 South College, where it
will lease 60,000 square feet across two-and-a-half floors on 14, 15
and 16. 

The firm’s lease is up in July 2019, its principals say, which prompted a
look at what other real estate options in town could be a better fit for
the company.

CEO Phil Kuttner said a survey was distributed to 175 people in the local office to determine what was most
important in a new corporate location.

“I think partly because we had been so isolated here, they wanted to be in the mix of a lot of diverse kinds of
people and businesses,” he said.

Little has been at Westpark Drive for at least 30 years. The firm opened in Charlotte with fewer than 40
employees who worked out of a small office on the second floor of its current building, which the company
originally owned before selling to an REIT, Gladstone Commercial, for $9.2 million in 2004. Today, Little
leases 68,000 square feet at the building and employs more than 200 locally.

The space doesn’t allow for the type of collaboration Little sees in some of its other offices — Durham; Los
Angeles; Washington, D.C.; Orlando, Fla.; and Beijing. The Westpark Drive office was built in a similar
manner of other 1970s-era offices, with an abundance of private offices, walls and wood paneling.

Little has made some modifications along the way, including an incubation space that helps foster
collaboration, but company leaders say it's still not ideally designed for maximum productivity.

“Because we work so interdisciplinary, having people be able to come together from multiple studios and
collaborate on a project (and) giving them the space to do that so they’re not constantly doing it virtually
will be very important for the way we work,” said Little CFO Terry Bradshaw.
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The new space at 615 South College will feature a three-story, interconnecting staircase and free address,
which allows furniture to be moved and rearranged based on team or individual needs.

The search for a new home for Little, which keeps its largest office in Charlotte, began with 33 real estate
options in existing or future developments. Along with Cushman & Wakefield, Little executives whittled the
list down to about a dozen candidates that they then toured or, in the case of to-be-built projects, met with
developers about.

Kuttner said potential sites were in midtown, South End, uptown, NoDa and the North End.

At first, it seemed like an adaptive-reuse project in a former warehouse, where the company could take one
large floorplate, would be the best fit, Bradshaw said.

But ultimately, there weren’t enough options in that type of space in a location Little and its employees
desired — surrounded by people and businesses.

“There are a handful of places in and around Charlotte that are going to be amazing, but we have such a
pent-up demand to be surrounded by other businesses that that tilted it in favor of something already
developed and fleshed out,” Kuttner said, adding being in close proximity to the development along
Stonewall Street is an exciting prospect for the company.

In its new space, Little is aiming for both LEED and WELL certifications — LEED recognition is common
among buildings nowadays but WELL is a newer building standard that focuses on employee health and
wellbeing versus environmental sustainability. About 25 Little employees here are going through the
process of becoming WELL-accredited.

The International WELL Building Institute lists concepts like higher standards for clean air and water, lighting
systems, accessibility to healthy foods, integration of exercise in the work environmen, and ergonomic
design as factors required to attain WELL certification.

“In truth, we’ve all grown up in buildings that are not healthy,” Kuttner said. “It’s amazing to go into a
building that actually improves your health ... there’s no smell, there’s no glare, all of the choices you have to
make are healthy choices.”

One of Little’s projects, Ally Charlotte Center in uptown, is being designed and developed with the goal of
achieving LEED and WELL certification.

Keith Bell and John Christenbury at Cushman & Wakefield represented Little in the lease transaction. John
Ball at Trinity Partners and Travis Garland at Portman Holdings represented the landlord. Little is handling
the architecture for its upfit and DPR Construction is the general contractor.

With Little's lease, 84% of the space at 615 South College is accounted for, with only one full floor left — the
top floor, measuring 30,000 square feet. Co-working operator WeWork is the largest tenant, having leased
floors 8 to 11 following an expansion signed in November.

Ashley Fahey
Staff Writer
Charlotte Business Journal
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