
11:00am Traditional Worship
January 1, 2023

Prelude                                            Jill Harris

Welcome

*Call to Worship 
Leader: God calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that the people may be 
judged: “Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!”
People: The heavens declare God’s righteousness, for he alone is judge. 
Leader: Mark this, then, you who forget God, lest he rend, and there be none to 
deliver! 
People: Those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice honor me; to those 
who order their way aright I will show the salvation of God! 
(Psalm 50:4-6, 22-23 NRSV)

*Opening Hymn       O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (v. 1-5)                 57 UMH

*Collect 
O God, Searcher of all our hearts, you have formed us as a people and 
claimed us for your own. As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and 
grace, and to enter anew into covenant with you, reveal any reluctance or 
falsehood within us. Let your Spirit impress your truth on our inmost being,
and receive us in mercy, for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.
(DAVID TRIPP, ENGLAND, 20TH CENT.)

Old Testament Lesson                Jeremiah 31:31-34

New Testament Lesson                                                                       I Peter 1:13-16

*Gospel Lesson                             John 15:1-8

Sermon                                        Written On Our Hearts                Rev. Dr. Bob Kaylor

*Please stand if you are able
UMH - United Methodist Hymnal located under chairs

Order of Worship



Pastoral Prayer and a Time of Silence

The Wesley Covenant Service            

*Response                       O God, Our Help in Ages Past (v. 1)                   117 UMH
                      
Invitation to the Table

Presenting our Tithes and Offerings
Offering Prayer
Offertory Music                                                                             Jill Harris
*Doxology             Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                 95 UMH

**Great Thanksgiving and Holy Communion                         15 UMH

*Closing Hymn                A Charge to Keep I Have                              413 UMH

Sending Forth                     Rev. Dr. Bob Kaylor

Postlude                                      Jill Harris

*Please stand if you are able
**Communion Instructions may be found on the Welcome Page

UMH- United Methodist Hymnal located under chairs



Wesley Covenant Service
Proclamation
Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ, the Christian life is redeemed from sin and 
consecrated to God. Through baptism, we have entered this life and have been 
admitted into the new covenant of which Jesus Christ is the Mediator. He sealed it 
with his own blood, that it might last for ever. On the one side, God promises to give 
us new life in Christ, the Source and Perfecter of our faith. On the other side, we are 
pledged to live no more for ourselves but only for Jesus Christ, who loved us and 
gave himself for us.

From time to time we renew our covenant with God, especially when we reaffirm the 
Baptismal Covenant and gather at the Lord’s table.

Today, however, we meet, as the generations before us have met, to renew the 
covenant that binds us to God. Let us make this covenant of God our own.

Invitation
Pastor: Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. Give yourselves to him, that 
you may belong to him. Christ has many services to be done. Some are more easy 
and honorable, others are more difficult and disgraceful. Some are suitable to our 
inclinations and interests, others are con- trary to both. In some we may please 
Christ and please ourselves. But then there are other works where we cannot please 
Christ except by denying ourselves.

It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ. 
Let us, there- fore, go to Christ, and pray:

All: Let me be your servant, under your command. I will no longer be my 
own.
I will give up myself to your will in all things.

Pastor: Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work.

All: Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your hands: put me 
to doing, put me to suffering, let me be employed for you, or laid aside for 
you, let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have 
nothing. I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and 
disposal.

Pastor: Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants. He is the source of all sal-
vation to those who obey. Christ will have no servants except by consent; Christ will 
not accept anything except full consent to all that he requires. Christ will be all in all, 
or he will be nothing. Confirm this by a holy covenant.



To make this covenant a reality in your life, listen to these admonitions:

First, set apart some time, more than once, to be spent alone before the Lord; 
in seeking earnest- ly God’s special assistance and gracious acceptance of you; 
in carefully thinking through all the conditions of the covenant; in searching your 
hearts whether you have already freely given your life to Christ. Consider what 
your sins are. Consider the laws of Christ, how holy, strict, and spiri- tual they are, 
and whether you, after having carefully considered them, are willing to choose 
them all. Be sure you are clear in these matters, see that you do not lie to God.

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence.

Third, claim God’s covenant, rely upon God’s promise of giving grace and 
strength, so you can keep your promise. Trust not your own strength and power.

Fourth, resolve to be faithful. You have given to the Lord your hearts, you have 
opened yourmouths to the Lord, and you have dedicated yourself to God. With 
God’s power, never go back.

And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord. Fall down on 
your knees, lift your hands toward heaven, open your hearts to the Lord, as we 
pray:

Covenant Prayer
All: O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, see me as 
I fall down be- fore you.b Forgive my unfaithfulness in not having done 
your will, for you have promised mercy to me if I turn to you with my 
whole heart.

Pastor: God requires that you shall put away all your idols.

All: I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, covenanting 
with you that no known sin shall be allowed in my life. Against your will, I 
have turned my love toward the world. In your power I will watch all
 temptations that will lead me away from you. For my own righteousness 
is riddled with sin, unable to stand before you.

Pastor: Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you would let him.

All: Before all heaven and earth, I here acknowledge you as my Lord and 
God. I take you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for my portion, and vow to 
give up myself, body and soul, as your servant, to serve you in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of my life.



 

Pastor: God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as the only way and means of 
coming to God.

All: Jesus, I do here on bended knees accept Christ as the only new and 
living Way, and sincerely join myself in a covenant with him. O blessed 
Jesus, I come to you, hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, 
unworthy even to wash the feet of your servants. I do here, with all my 
power, accept you as my Lord and Head. I renounce my own worthiness, 
and vow that you are the Lord, my righteousness. I renounce my own 
wisdom, and take you for my only guide. I renounce my own will, and take 
your will as my law.

Pastor: Christ has told you that you must suffer with him.

All: I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it 
may fall. Through your grace I promise that neither life nor death shall 
part me from you.

Pastor: God has given holy laws as the rule of your life.

All: I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden. 
All your laws are holy, just, and good. I therefore take them as the rule 
for my words, thoughts, and actions, promising that I will strive to order 
my whole life according to your direction, and not allow myself to neglect 
anything I know to be my duty.

Pastor: The almighty God searches and knows your heart.

All: O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today without 
guile or reser- vation. If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help 
me to set it aright. And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, whom I 
from this day forward shall look upon as my God and Father. Glory be to 
you, O God the Son, who have loved me and washed me from my sins in 
your own blood,and now is my Savior and Redeemer. Glory be to you, O 
God the Holy Spirit, who by your almighty power have turned my heart 
from sin to God.

O mighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you 
have now be- come my Covenant Friend. And I, through your infinite 
grace, have become your cove- nant servant. So be it. And let the 
covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven. Amen.

______________________________ ____________________ 
Signature            Date



Sermon Notes

Daily Lectionary Readings
Monday, January 2, 2023

Psalm 20; Genesis 12:1-7; Hebrews 11:1-12
Tuesday, January 3, 2023

Psalm 72; Genesis 28:10-22; Hebrews 11:13-22
Wednesday, January 4, 2023

Psalm 72; Exodus 3:1-5; Hebrews 11:23-31
Thursday, January 5, 2023

Psalm 72; Joshua 1:1-9; Hebrews 11:32-12:2
Friday, January 6, 2023

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Saturday, January 7, 2023

Psalm 72; 1 Kings 10:1-13; Ephesians 3:14-21
Sunday, January 8, 2023

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17


