
ASSENT/CONSENT FOR A STUDY WITH MINORS (1st GRADE AND BELOW) 
 
For participants in 1st grade and below, assent is to be obtained orally.  In order to obtain this 
assent, researchers will read a script to potential participants whose parents have already 
provided consent.  This script, along with the names of those who have assented and those who 
have not, will then be signed by the researcher and a witness. 

Parental consent MUST be obtained before getting a minor’s assent.  Participants can only be 
included in the study if both consent and assent are obtained.  To obtain parental consent, use 
one of the templates included on this site.  A template for oral assent is below.      

 
Example Oral Assent Script 

 
My name is [INSERT RESEARCHER NAME], and I am doing a research study about 
[PURPOSE OF THE STUDY IN SIMPLE TERMS].  A research study is a way to learn more 
about something.  One of your parents or guardians has already given their permission for you to 
be part of this study, and now it’s your turn to decide.  If you decide that you want to be part of 
this study, you will be asked to [DESCRIBE IN SIMPLE TERMS WHAT WILL BE ASKED 
OF PARTICIPANTS.  BE SURE TO INCLUDE POTENTIAL HARM, RISKS, OR 
DISCOMFORTS IF ANY ARE KNOWN].  When we are finished with this study, we will write 
a report about what was learned.  This report will not include your name or that you were in the 
study.  You do not have to be in this study if you do not want to be.  If you have questions or 
decide to stop after we begin, that’s okay; just tell [SPECIFY – SUCH AS “YOUR TEACHER” 
OR “ME”].  Before we begin, do you have any questions?  [PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR QUESTIONS.]  Okay, if you want to be in this study, please write your name on the page 
that I handed out. 


