
CMN 4050  Wesleyan Holiness Theology 
May 15–18, 2017 

 
Instructor: Dr. Steven Hoskins 

shoskins@trevecca.edu 
615 248 7779 (office) 
615 248 7417 (fax) 

  Faculty Link: http://www.trevecca.edu/offices-services/faculty/steven-hoskins  
 
Email: allow 48 hours for response, but I will try to check daily 
 
Course Description: An exploration of the biblical, historical, and doctrinal sources for articulating a 
Wesleyan holiness theology for the local congregation 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of the course the student will be able to: 

• Articulate the main themes of Wesleyan Holiness theology, with special attention given 
to the doctrine of sanctification 

• Have a good working knowledge of how Wesleyan Holiness theology informs ministry in 
the Salvation Army context 

Assigned Texts: 

• Yrigoyen, C. (1999). John Wesley holiness of heart and life. Abingdon Press. ISBN-13: 978-
0687056866 (This text is available in both paperback and Kindle formats) 

 

• Booth, W., Booth, C., & Caughey, J. (1883). Holiness readings: A selection of papers on the 
doctrine, experience, and practice of holiness. 

 

This text is available in Google Play Books (free): 
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=t58HAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover&o
utput=reader&hl=en&pg=GBS.PA12   

Amazon Link (Kindle): 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00821GL9I/ref=rdr_kindle_ext_tmb 

 

• Wesley, John. A Plain Account of Christian Perfection. Any edition will do.  This book is 
available for free on the internet. 

 

• The Holy Bible—please bring a Bible with you to class—any version or format (Greek, 
Hebrew, KJV, NIV, RSV, print, electronic, memorized, etc.) is acceptable. It is not necessary 
to use the Bible in your writing assignments, though it is certainly acceptable. 

 
Pre-Class Assignments: 
 

1) Reading Assignment: Students will read all of the assigned texts before the class begins. 
 

2) Yrigoyen paper. All Students will submit a paper on the Yrigoyen text that both A) states 
Yrigoyen’s thesis for the book (i.e. why does he write the book?) and summarizes each 
chapter in ca. 250 words per chapter (ca. 1 page per chapter).  The paper should be typed, 
double-spaced, use 12 point Times Roman Font. Papers should conform to APA or MLA 



standards (be consistent) for citations and formatting see: 
http://libguides.trevecca.edu/documentation 
Please submit this paper through Trevecca’s learning platform (Blackboard). You will 
receive instructions about this procedure in a separate e-mail from Gail Pusey. This 
assignment should be submitted by Saturday, May 6, 2017.  
 

Post-Class Assignments: 
 

1) Integrative paper.  Degree students will write a 4-5 page synthesis paper that summarizes 
and integrates all the insights and major concepts covered in the readings and class sessions, 
with reflection upon how the content can be applied in your particular area of ministry, due 
Monday, May 29, 2017 (200 points).  

 
2) Course Project: Degree students will do a course project from one of the following 

choices, due Monday, June 19, 2017 (200 points):     
    

a) Sermon Series Outlines: Student will prepare outlines for a 6-sermon series on Holiness 
based on the Yrigoyen text covering the main themes of Wesleyan Holiness theology. 
Outlines should include a summary statement (200 words) of each sermon, brief 
exegetical purpose statement (100 words), outline of the major sections of the sermon and 
at least two (2) illustrations for the sermon. 200 points 

b) Teaching Series Outlines: Student will prepare outlines for a 6-class/part teaching series 
on Holiness based on the Booth, Booth, and Caughey text or the Wesley text or the 
Yrigoyen text covering any six of the readings/sections there. Outlines should include a 
summary statement (200 words) of each presentation, brief purpose statement (100 
words), and an outline of each class/teaching section. 200 points 

c) Project conceived by student in consultation with the professor. 200 points 
 

Submission of Assignments: 
 
***Post-Class Assignments will be turned in via Blackboard. Gail Pusey will provide 
instructions on how to do this.  

 

Papers need to be dated on or before the designated due dates. The due date may only be 
extended for one week, at the discretion of the professor, if the extension is requested at 
least 3 days prior to the due date.  Some points may be deducted for lateness at the 
discretion of the professor 
 
Due Date/Time Commitment/Points Chart: 
 

 Due Time Points 
    
Pre-Course Reading Assignment May 15 25 hours 100 
Yrigoyen Writing Assignment May 6 15 hours 200 
Integrative Paper May 29 8 hours 200 
Class Participation  May 15-18 23 hours  Course Project June 19 45 hours 200 
    

Total  116 hours 700 



 
Grade Scale  
 

Description Grade Percentage 
Exceptional A 93% - higher 
  A- 90% - 92% 
Superior B+ 87% - 89% 
  B 83% - 86% 
  B- 80% - 82% 
Average C+ 77% - 79% 
  C 73% - 76% 
  C- 70% - 72% 
Passing D+ 67% - 69% 
  D 63% - 66% 
  D- 60% - 62% 
Failing F < 60% 

 
Guidelines for Book Critique 
 
 

1. Read the book thoroughly, thoughtfully, and carefully.  Particularly be aware of 
significant and meaningful sections of the book, chapter by chapter, and pay special 
attention to how the author develops his argument throughout the book. Note the author’s 
thesis (usually stated in one clear sentence near the beginning of the book—it tells what 
the author is writing and why), the argument of the book (usually this is done chapter by 
chapter—you may want to write a bullet point by bullet point outline with a simple 
sentence that states directly what each chapter is about), and the consequences of the 
writing (usually this is about 4-7 short sentences that state why the author thinks all of 
this is important, again you may want to write this in a bullet point by bullet point 
format).  

 

2. In an introductory section 1 page in length, begin your critique by describing what you 
observed in #1 above along with what you perceive the author’s thesis or purposes in 
writing the book. 

 

3. In a section 6 pages in length, summarize each of the six (6) chapters in the book, one 
page per chapter.  Describe in detail the author’s strong points and weak points, major 
issues that were thoroughly examined, major issues that were ignored or avoided. Give 
clear evidence from the chapters as to why the author presents the argument as he does 
and state in declarative sentences the main points of each chapter.    
 

4. In a section, 1-2 pages in length, state what you believe to be important for ministry that 
is contained in the book, what insights you have gained from the reading, how this 
applies to the work that you do, and most importantly why these books are important for 
the theology of The Salvation Army. Be as thorough as possible in a short amount of 
space—lists rather than lengthy explanations are important in this paper format.   
 



Bring these ideas with you in writing and mind to class—they will inform our 
discussions during the sessions. 
 

5. Throughout your critique be certain to major on major points, think critically 
(thoughtfully and reflectively) and analytically (how the parts of the book relate to the 
whole). Be sure to work with the full book rather than one area that engaged your 
attention.  
 

6. ****PLEASE NOTE—In a separate document, compile a list of questions that come 
to you as you read and write.  Bring this to class as the document will be turned in to 
the professor.  We will engage your questions in the course. 

 
 
Tentative Class Sessions/Outline 
 

Christian Ministry Program 
Wesleyan Holiness Theology 

     

Day(hours 
 without breaks) 

Session Hours 
Taught 

Unit  

Monday Afternoon  12:30- 2:30 2 Course Intro; Introduction to 
Wesleyan Theology  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Introduction to Wesleyan Theology  

Tuesday Morning 8:00-10:00 2 Introduction to Wesleyan Theology  

 10:30-Noon 1.5 Introduction to Wesleyan Theology  

Tuesday Afternoon  1:00- 2:30 1.5 Introduction to Wesleyan Theology  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Introduction to Wesleyan Theology  

Wednesday 
Morning  8:00-10:00 2 Sources of Wesley’s Theology   

 10:30-Noon 1.5 Sources of Wesley’s Theology   

Wednesday 
Afternoon  1:00- 1:30   .5 Doing Theology with Wesley  

 1:30-4:30 2 Doing Theology with Wesley  

Thursday Morning  8:00-10:00 2 Doing Theology with the Booths  

 10:30-Noon 1.5 Doing Theology with the Booths  

Thursday 
Afternoon  1:00- 2:30 1.5 Doing Theology as Salvationists  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Doing Theology as Salvationists; 
Course Wrap-Up  

Total  23   



COMMON POLICIES 
 
 
Attendance Policy 
Regular class attendance is an important obligation and each student is responsible for all 
work conducted in class meetings.  In emergency situations, a student may request to the 
faculty member, with approval by the Associate Director of the Christian Ministry Program, 
for missed sessions to be audio or video recorded (the student is responsible to provide for 
this).  In addition to the student’s listening/watching the recording, the faculty member may 
require further work in order to make up for the missed sessions.  The student must be in 
attendance for a minimum of 85% of the class sessions in order for this request to be 
considered.  Appeal may be made to the dean of the School of Religion for further flexibility. 
 
Academic Honesty 
To protect the integrity of your university degree, academic honesty is expected of all 
students at Trevecca Nazarene University.  TNU students are held to high standards of 
academic ethics, personal honesty, and moral integrity.  Trevecca enforces these standards by 
dealing with academic dishonesty fairly and firmly.  If plagiarism (using another’s 
statements or thoughts without giving the source appropriate credit) is confirmed, the 
assignment receives a grade of zero. The assignment is to be resubmitted properly (although 
the zero grade remains). Cheating on an exam, falsifying documentation, and dishonesty in 
reporting reading are just a few of the infractions that are grounds for course failure and/or 
program termination.  
 
Disability Services 
Trevecca Nazarene University complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended by the ADA Amendments Act 
of 2008.  Students who feel an accommodation for a disability may be needed must schedule 
a meeting with and submit documentation of the disability to the Coordinator of Disability 
Services in the Center for Leadership, Calling, and Service, Room 115 or 209. 
 
Late Work Policy 
Papers need to be postmarked, or dated (emailed submissions) on or before the designated 
due dates. Each day (not counting Sundays) your assignment is late your grade on that 
assignment will be dropped by 10% (Degree Students).   
 
Electronic Submissions 
If an electronic submission is acceptable to the professor, it is the student’s responsibility to 
ensure the professor received the assignment. 
 



 
Cell Phones/Internet 
As a courtesy to the professor and other students cell phones (calls & text) and internet 
connections (email & surfing) are not to be utilized during class. In rare situations taking a 
personal call or text message may be appropriate, but arrangements should be made in 
advance with the instructor. 
 
Required Paper Format and Product 
Papers should conform to APA or MLA standards (be consistent) for citations and formatting 
see: http://libguides.trevecca.edu/documentation ).  
A polished product (with proper grammar and spelling, structured writing, and mature 
thought) is expected.  Ask yourself: 
1.  Is the paper clearly written and logically organized?  
2.  Does it have a coherent argument toward a stated conclusion? 
3.  Have I, the writer, articulated a definite position of my own? 
4.  When other texts or positions are engaged, are they adequately understood, fairly 

characterized, and cited appropriately? 
5.  Does the paper follow sound conventions of academic writing, and is it polished? 
 
It is advised that students ask a trusted colleague or friend to proofread their work after the 
student himself has proofread his paper.   
 
Academic Support/Writing Help 
Writing help is available from Trevecca’s Academic Services Center. Please email your 
paper to writingservices@trevecca.edu along with the following information: 
• Class name 
• Specific assignment requirements (or attach the class syllabus) 
• Date the paper is due 
A writing tutor will read the document and respond with suggestions for improvement. 
Please allow at least four days for the process.  
  
Disclaimer 
Please note that all digital communication content exchanged as part of this course, including 
email, online discussions, and chat sessions, are the responsibility of and owned solely by the 
author.  It is also understood that all digital exchanges are submitted freely by each student.  
 


