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CMN 3450  Biblical  Exegesis & Exposit ion 
Biblical  Studies:  To the Hebrews -  Πρός Εβραίοις 

May 15 -  18, 2017 
 

Hebrews 13:22 I  appeal to you, brothers, l isten to my word of exhortation, for it  is  just a brief note 
that I  have written to you. 

Parakalw/ de. u`ma/j( avdelfoi,( avne,cesqe tou/ lo,gou th/j 
paraklh,sewj( kai. ga.r dia. brace,wn evpe,steila u`mi/nÅ 

 
Professor: Dr. Gary Allen Henecke 
Cell  Phone Number: (615) 516-1906  
Email address: garyhenecke@gmail.com 
 
 
This course is for the student of biblical theology and sacred studies through the school of religion 
who is serving God through the Salvation Army. This is a special study of an aspect of biblical 
literature, with particular attention given to one book (Hebrews) from that section of scripture, for 
both a clearer understanding of the text and its application for preaching/teaching and servant in 
the local congregations.  
 

The Book of Hebrews has long been known as a literary masterpiece. With majestic language, 
sweeping arguments, and heart-felt pleas, it urges readers to continue in the faith. But like any 
piece of art, its beauty and appreciation of it grow as you learn more about the work and the 
extraordinary skill behind it. Our time together is designed to demand an in-depth look at the 
content, theology message, and mindset of the early church father who gave us this great teaching. 
Your involvement in the text will be determined by the professor. The study of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews has traditionally been hampered by a number of factors. For example, for most of 
Christian history, the attribution of Hebrews to Paul has made it more difficult for readers to hear 
this epistle's distinctive voice. These and other factors have tended to combine to give Hebrews an 
undeserved reputation for obscurity. 
 

Here is a brief presentation of the professor’s position: During the second half of the first century 
AD (while many witnesses to Jesus were still alive), a little masterpiece of religious theology began 
to circulate in the Christian communities. We have come to call this work an epistle but it was not 
a letter. It was first a sermon and then written with an epistle ending and circulated. It was not a 
prophecy like the Apocalypse, nor was it a gospel in the sense of telling the Jesus story. This 
masterpiece was called by the later Christians: “To Hebrews” - “Πρός Εβραίοις.” The earliest trace 
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of it appears when the Church of Rome wrote a letter to the Church in Corinth (about 90 CE) 
under the name of its pastor, Clement. Beginning from then on, Hebrews will be quoted often and 
is known to have been widely accepted as an authoritative document. The Eastern Churches 
attributed it to Paul, the Western Church did not. In North Africa, the earliest believers said it was 
written by Barnabas. By the middle of the second century, no one is sure who wrote it. By the third 
century, the Eastern Church, centered in Alexandria, Egypt will openly teach that it is written by 
Paul and that perhaps he wrote it first in Hebrew and Luke later translated it in Greek. Through 
the centuries it has often been listed as a Paul’s letter. The Eastern Church once listed it second 
after Romans as the second longest Pauline writing. The style is not Paul’s nor is the grammar.  
 

The document belongs to the church and has always been considered inspired, and therefore: 
Scripture. A master theologian gave to the church this document (one of the four major thinkers of 
the first Christian century). We do not know who wrote it – we do not know to whom it was first 
sent – and we do not know where it was written. We are not sure it was written to Hebrews. We do 
know that it dates from that early period when most of the “Followers of The Way,” were Jewish. 
Believers are not called Christian in Hebrews – which indicates it as written early. Issues of 
circumcision and diet never once appear in this document. There is no hint of sacraments.  The 
teachings of Jesus are not even brought up – it is his sinless life and death that are the basis of our 
purification. The book (a homily not an epistle) assumes that the faith in Jesus is the new evolution 
of the religion of Israel. The heart of its message is that the God who spoke across the ages is 
speaking one last time – as Jesus. We must not resist this voice.  
 

The heart of al l  truth for the Christ ian resides in Jesus the Messiah – the truth 
that Jesus is the very Word (expression) of God, become incarnate, the 
manifestat ion of God to al l  mankind. Hebrews reflects/proclaims this.  This is the 
theme of this course. 
 
Course Outcomes: Upon completion of the course the student will have: 

� become familiar with a variety of genres for preaching/teaching 
� developed a theological understanding of “To The Hebrews” 
� an increased competence in understanding, interpreting, and applying Hebrews to life 
� A deep appreciation for the centrality of the pulpit/Word in the work of God. 
� acquired a better understanding of the unique document of “To the Hebrews” 

 
Course Schedule: May 15 -  18, 2017 

Monday, May 15 
12:30-4:30 Class  
Tuesday, May 16 
8:00-Noon Class  
1:00-4:30 Class  
Wednesday, May 17 
8:00-Noon Class  
1:00-4:30 Class  
Thursday, May 18 
8:00-Noon Class  
1:00-4:30 Class 
• Every day begins with a 45-minute lecture on which the student will be tested 
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Professor will break for ½ hour during morning and afternoon sessions. Breaking for lunch may be 
flexible. 
 
Texts:  
 
Common assigned text for CEU/Degree students (required)  
• Schenck, Kenneth Understanding the Book of Hebrews: The Story Behind the Sermon. 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2003. ISBN-13: 978-0664224288 
 
Other assigned texts for degree seeking students (recommended for all) 
• Bauckham, Richard, ed., et al. The Epistle to the Hebrews and Christian Theology. Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2009. ISBN-13: 978-0802825889  

Recommended (not required) 
• Wiley, H. Orton, and Morris Weigelt. The Epistle to the Hebrews. Beacon Hill Press of 

Kansas City, 1984 (rev.). ISBN-13: 978-0834108905  

• Murray, Andrew. The Holiest of All. Whitaker House, 2004 (rev.).  
ISBN-13: 978-0883685235  

 

CEU REQUIREMENTS (FOR OFFICERS NOT IN THE DEGREE-SEEKING PROGRAM) 
  

•  All students are requested to have purchased - Kenneth Schenck - Understanding the 
Book of Hebrews: The Story Behind the Sermon Westminster John Knox Press (July 31, 
2003)   before the first day of class sessions and to have read through it, as well as the book 
called Hebrews in a good Bible translation.  This will prepare you for the first day of class.   

• CEU students can directly email to garyhenecke@gmail.com, or bring it to class (due the 
first day of class, May 15, 2017). 

 
To receive 2 hours of CEU credit an officer must: 
 

1. Read “Hebrews” in one setting from a good translation (to get the impact of the text): RSV, 
NRSV, NASB, NIV, ESV, NKJV or NET 

2. Complete the preliminary pre-session reading of the assigned text: Kenneth Schenck - 
Understanding the Book of Hebrews: The Story Behind the Sermon Westminster John 
Knox Press. Submit a 4-5 page book critique of the assigned text. (due the first day of class) 

3. Attend all class sessions (Monday – Thursday) 
4. Present an in-class sermon from your chosen text 
5. Complete an in-class evaluation which includes writing a summary stating how the course’s 

reading, lecture and discussion will impact their current ministry. 
6. Daily testing of the opening lecture.  This will be an in class written test. 

 
CEU assignments are not given point values (points are received only by degree-seeking 
students who receive a final grade for the course) but are marked “satisfactory” or 
“unsatisfactory.”  
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REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICERS IN THE DEGREE-SEEKING PROGRAM 
 

1. Reading assignment and book crit ique (see CEU and all students).     You will read 
Kenneth Schenck - Understanding the Book of Hebrews: The Story Behind the Sermon, 
(150 points—degree students). All critiques should follow the guidelines provided in 
this syllabus (students will submit through Blackboard two weeks before class, May 1, 
2017).  These will be graded (in Blackboard) before the first day of class. 

 
Please submit this paper through Trevecca’s learning platform (Blackboard). You will 
receive instructions about this procedure in a separate e-mail from Gail Pusey. This 
assignment should be submitted by Monday, May 1, 2017. All responses should be 
typed (12 point, Times New Roman, 1 inch margins) and be in APA or MLA format—
just be consistent. 

 
2. Degree students are to work in Bauckham, Richard, ed., et al. The Epistle to the 

Hebrews and Christian Theology – (selected portions assigned). All  degree students 
wil l  be assigned to write a summary of the content and teaching of these 
scholarly art icles after the week of class sessions.  These summary papers are due 
Tuesday, June 13.  This is to be two 5 page papers on the lectures chosen 
from this book. (each student wil l  read al l  and write on two – you wil l  
aff irm you read all  while writ ing on two. (250  points—degree students).   
 

1.  Christ  the End of the Cult - pages 189-212 
2.  The Divinity of Jesus Christ  in the Epist le to the Hebrews – pages 15-

36 
3.  Speech Acts,  Hearing Hearts,  and Other Senses – pages 337-350 
4.  One Who is Son - pages 69-94 
5.  God in Hebrews – pages95-110 
6.  The Seal of Approval – the Son’s Sustaining action in Hebrews – 

pages 140-148 
7.  “Here We Have No Lasting City” New Covenantalism in Hebrews – 

pages 151-173 
8.  God Has Spoken: Hebrews, Sacrif ice, and Soteriology - pages 229-254 
9.  The Conquest of Faith and the Climax of History – pages 423-437 

 
� The extra reading texts are for your enrichment and not assignments.  They may be 

discussed. 

i. Wiley, H. Orton, and Morris Weigelt. The Epistle to the Hebrews. Beacon 
Hill Press of Kansas City, 1984 (rev.). ISBN-13: 978-0834108905  

ii. Murray, Andrew. The Holiest of All. Whitaker House, 2004 (rev.). ISBN-13: 
978-0883685235  
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3. Learning Paper/ total class work. Degree students will write a three to five page paper 
that lists and expands on “learnings” from your reading and class sessions indicating how 
you plan to use what you have learned in your preaching/teaching. An overview of the 
content of that book. Due Thursday, June 15, 2017 200 points—degree students only.  

a. Kenneth Schenck - Understanding the Book of Hebrews: The Story Behind the 
Sermon  

b. Richard Bauckham ed., et al. chosen sections 
c. The Henecke daily lectures 

i. The major theological concerns of that books and lectures (what a book is 
saying about God, life, humanity, creation, and wisdom). 

ii. The primary message that the book speaks to the Church today. 
 

4. Major Project.   Degree students will prepare a major final project consisting of your 
own approach to Hebrews  and its contributions to ministry through The Salvation 
Army.  This theory work will include the concept of the new age and new speaking of God, 
and how you can develop a ministry in your local setting – from the pages on the message 
of Hebrews, as Bible Studies, or Sunday School lesson plans drawn from passage from: To 
The Hebrews Due Tuesday, June 20  (250 points—degree students only.)  

 
5. Expository-Narrative Sermon. CEU and Degree students will be expected to select 

one text from Hebrews and develop an expository-narrative sermon to be given 
during class sessions.  The length of the sermon shall be approximately 10 to 15 (fifteen) 
minutes. (150 points—degree students only.) 

 

 
Submission of Assignments: 
All assignments should be submitted through the Blackboard Learning Platform. 

 
Papers need to be dated on or before the designated due dates. The due date may only be 
extended for one week, at the discretion of the professor, if the extension is requested at least 3 
days prior to the due date.   
 
 
GRADE SCALE  
 

Description Grade Percentage 
Exceptional A 93% - higher 
  A- 90% - 92% 
Superior B+ 87% - 89% 
  B 83% - 86% 
  B- 80% - 82% 
Average C+ 77% - 79% 
  C 73% - 76% 
  C- 70% - 72% 
Passing D+ 67% - 69% 



 

6 
 

  D 63% - 66% 
  D- 60% - 62% 
Failing F < 60% 

 
 
 
 
Due Dates/Time Commitment/Points Chart: 
 
   What Due Time Points 
    
Schenck Assignment* 
(Paper/Book Critique) May 1 20 hours 150 points (15%) 

Bauckham Assignment* 
(Reading & Summary Paper) June 13 30 hours 250 points (25%) 

Learning Paper* 
(From All Readings & Lectures) June 15 20 hours 200 points (20%) 

Major Project* June 20 30 hours 250 points (25%) 
Sermon In-class 15 hours 150 points (15%) 
    

Total  115 hours 1000 points (100%) 

  
*Submitted through the Blackboard Learning Platform 
 
 
 
Guidelines for Book Critique 
 
 

1. Read the book thoroughly, thoughtfully, and carefully.  Particularly be aware of 
significant and meaningful sections of the book and pay special attention to how the 
author develops the thought of the book. 

 
2. Begin your critique by describing what you observed in #1 above along with what you 

perceive the author’s purpose to have been for writing the book. 
 

3. Describe in detail the author’s strong points. Weak points. Major issues that were 
thoroughly examined. Major issues that were ignored or avoided.   

 
4. Interact personally with the author and the overall purpose of the book. What was most 

helpful for you? Why? What did you learn in the book? With what areas did you 
particularly agree? Why? With what areas did you find troublesome or even 
disagreement? Why? For whom do you think reading this book would be of value? 
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5. Throughout your critique be certain to; major on major points, think critically 
(thoughtfully and reflectively) and analytically (how the parts of the book relate to the 
whole). Be sure to work with the full book rather than one area that engaged your 
attention.  

 
 

 
 
 

COMMON POLICIES 
 
Attendance Policy 
Regular class attendance is an important obligation and each student is responsible for all work 
conducted in class meetings.  In emergency situations, a student may request to the faculty 
member, with approval by the Associate Director of the Christian Ministry Program, for missed 
sessions to be audio or video recorded (the student is responsible to provide for this).  In addition 
to the student’s listening/watching the recording, the faculty member may require further work in 
order to make up for the missed sessions.  The student must be in attendance for a minimum of 
85% of the class sessions in order for this request to be considered.  Appeal may be made to the 
dean of the School of Religion for further flexibility. 
 
Academic Honesty 
To protect the integrity of your university degree, academic honesty is expected of all students at 
Trevecca Nazarene University.  TNU students are held to high standards of academic ethics, 
personal honesty, and moral integrity.  Trevecca enforces these standards by dealing with 
academic dishonesty fairly and firmly.  If plagiarism (using another’s statements or thoughts 
without giving the source appropriate credit) is confirmed, the assignment receives a grade of 
zero. The assignment is to be resubmitted properly (although the zero grade remains). Cheating 
on an exam, falsifying documentation, and dishonesty in reporting reading are just a few of the 
infractions that are grounds for course failure and/or program termination.  
 
Disability Accommodations 
Trevecca Nazarene University provides disability support services.  Anyone who feels they may 
need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability and who would like to receive 
accommodations must register with Disability Services, in the Center for Leadership, Calling, 
and Service, room 212, 615-248-1346. 
 
Late Work Policy 
Papers need to be postmarked, or dated (emailed submissions) on or before the designated due 
dates. Each day (not counting Sundays) your assignment is late your grade on that assignment 
will be dropped by 10% (Degree Students).   
 
Electronic Submissions 
If an electronic submission is acceptable to the professor, it is the student’s responsibility to 
ensure the professor received the assignment. 
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Cell Phones/Internet 
As a courtesy to the professor and other students cell phones (calls & text) and internet 
connections (email & surfing) are not to be utilized during class. In rare situations taking a 
personal call or text message may be appropriate, but arrangements should be made in advance 
with the instructor. 
 
 

 

 

 

Required Paper Format and Product 

Papers should conform to APA or MLA standards (be consistent) for citations and 

formatting see: http://libguides.trevecca.edu/cmoresources ).  

A polished product (with proper grammar and spelling, structured writing, and 
mature thought) is expected.  Ask yourself: 
1.      Is the paper clearly written and logically organized?  
2.      Does it have a coherent argument toward a stated conclusion? 
3.      Have I, the writer, articulated a definite position of my own? 
4.      When other texts or positions are engaged, are they adequately understood, 
fairly characterized, and cited appropriately? 
5.      Does the paper follow sound conventions of academic writing, and is it 
polished? 
It is advised that students ask a trusted colleague or friend to proofread their work 
after the student himself has proofread his paper.   
 
 
Academic Support/Writing Help 
 
Writing help is available from Trevecca’s Academic Services Center. Please 
email your paper to writingservices@trevecca.edu along with the following 
information: 
• Class name 
• Specific assignment requirements (or attach the class syllabus) 
• Date the paper is due 
A writing tutor will read the document and respond with suggestions for 
improvement. Please allow at least four days for the process.  
 
Disclaimer 
Please note that all digital communication content exchanged as part of this course, including e-
mail, online discussions, and chat sessions, are the responsibility of and owned solely by the 
author.  It is also understood that all digital exchanges are submitted freely by each student.  
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