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May 15-18, 2017 

 

PROFESSOR 
 

Dr. Michael Jackson, B.S, M.Div., D. Min    Office: McClurkan 307  
Phone: 615-248-1732 (office); 904-477-3286 (cell)   email: mjackson@trevecca.edu 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

An examination of the Psalms and Wisdom Literature, with special attention given to one book from that section of 
scripture, for both a clearer understanding of the text and its application for preaching/teaching in the local church.  
 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
• Understand the meaning and significance of image/imagination for Psalms and Wisdom Literature. 
• Understand the basic structure of Hebrew poetry and its significance for Psalms and Wisdom Literature. 
• Work with the major genres of the Psalms (hymn, lament, thanksgiving) and understand the relationship of 

these genres to the human “seasons of life.” 
• Articulate the significance of the present canonical arrangement of the book of Psalms. 
• Articulate the theological vision and message of Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, and Sirach. 
• Appreciate the function of Wisdom and its literature in character formation. 
• Articulate clearly the ancient Israelite understanding of creation with its various images and the relationship of 

this understanding to the material found within Psalms and Wisdom Literature. 
• Utilize these bodies of literature with integrity in spiritual formation, Christian proclamation, and discipleship. 
 

TEXTS 
 

• Anderson, Bernard W. Out of the Depths: The Psalms Speak For Us Today (Third Edition, Revised and 
Expanded). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2000. ISBN-13: 978-0664258320 

• Clifford, Richard J. “Introduction to Wisdom Literature” in New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, Volume V. 
Available electronically from the TNU Library. 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

• Brown, William P. Seeing the Psalms:  A Theology of Metaphor (Westminster John Knox Press, 2002). 
• Brueggemann, Walter. The Message of the Psalms (Fortress Press, 1985). 
• Crenshaw, James L. Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction, 3rd edition (Westminster John Knox Press, 2010) 
• Dell, Katharine J. “Wisdom in the Old Testament” in New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible. Available 

electronically from the TNU Library.  
• Declaissé-Walford, Nancy. “Wisdom in the Ancient Near East” in New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible. 

Available electronically from the TNU Library. 
• Murphy, Roland E. The Tree of Life: An Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature (Third Edition). Grand 

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2002 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

CEU Requirements (for officers not in the degree-seeking program)  
 

To receive 2 hours of CEU credit an officer must:  
1. Complete the pre-course reading and book critique assignment (see #1 below) and read the Clifford article, 

“Introduction to Wisdom Literature” in The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, Volume 5. 
2. Attend all class sessions (Monday – Thursday).  
3. Participate in the Class Presentation assignments. 
4. Complete an in-class evaluation, which includes writing a summary stating how the course’s reading, lectures, 

and discussion will impact current and future ministry (to be given Thursday afternoon). 
 

CEU assignments are not given point values (points are received only by degree-seeking students who receive a 
final grade for the course) but are marked “satisfactory” or “unsatisfactory.”  



Requirements for officers in the degree-seeking program  
 

1. Reading Assignment and Book Critique.  All students will read Anderson’s Out of the Depths: The Psalms 
Speak For Us Today in its entirety and prepare a 4-5-page book critique. Your critique should follow the 
guidelines provided at the end of the syllabus.  
 

CEU Students: Due Monday, May 15, at 12:30 p.m. Email the assignment to the professor, or bring to class.  
 

Degree Students: Please submit this paper through Trevecca’s learning platform (Blackboard). This assignment 
should be submitted by midnight Monday, May 8, 2017. All responses must be typed (12 point, Times New 
Roman, 1 inch margins) and be in either APA or MLA format—just be consistent. (100 points) 

  
2. Wisdom Book Paper.  Degree students will complete a 4-5-page research paper that summarizes, compares, 

and contrasts the theological vision of one of the four Wisdom Books: Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, or Sirach 
(from the Apocrypha). You should use the electronic resources available through the TNU Library as well as 
your own research to complete these papers. Once enrolled in the course, you will be assigned one of the four 
books. Your research will fuel the class discussion on these books. A rubric for this assignment is provided 
below. Submit through Blackboard by Monday, May 15, at 12:30. (100 points) 

 
3. Class Presentations. During the week of classes, all students will prepare an incarnational translation, an 

image page assignment, and an introduction for an assigned Psalm. One (or more) of these assignments will be 
presented in class on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Instructions for each assignment will be given in 
class. Each of the three assignments will be worth 30 points. (90 points) 

 
4. Service Learning Project.  Degree students will prepare and preach a sermon (or teach a Bible study) in your 

context, using any Psalm as your primary text. The student will record the sermon/Bible study and make the 
video available to the professor and two peers via YouTube link no later than Sunday, June 4. Each student will 
write two peer reviews which will be submitted electronically to both professor and peers by Friday, June 9. 
You will also write a 4-5-page reflective paper for this sermon. A rubric for this paper is provided at the end of 
the syllabus.  This paper is due electronically by Friday, June 16.  (160 points)  

 
5. Preaching the Psalms. Degree students will submit a 10-12-page paper that presents a five-week sermon series 

based on the Psalms. You will provide a theological and contextual rationale for this sermon series (2-3 pages), 
along with a preaching schedule that includes, for each of the five Sundays, the text and title of your sermon, 
the Sermon Purpose statement, an introduction to the sermon, and a discussion of the central image(s) of the 
Psalm and how this imagery will impact the sermon. This paper is due electronically by Friday, June 23. A 
rubric for this assignment is provided at the end of the syllabus. (200 points) 

 
6. Integrative paper.  Degree students will write a 4-5-page synthesis paper that summarizes and integrates the 

significant insights and concepts covered in the readings and class sessions. This paper will include reflection 
on how this course impacted the sermon preached in the Service Learning Project, the anticipated impact on the 
student’s ongoing spiritual formation, and your ongoing ministry of proclamation. This paper is due 
electronically by Friday, June 30. A rubric for this assignment is provided at the end of the syllabus. (100 
points) 

 

GRADING SCALE 
   

Description Grade Percentage  
or Points 

 Description Grade Percentage  
or Points 

Exceptional    A 93-100%  Average    C+ 77-79% 
    A- 90-92%      C 73-76% 

Superior    B+ 87-89%      C- 70-72% 
    B 83-86%  Passing    D+ 67-69% 

    B- 80-82%      D 63-66% 
           D- 60-62% 
    Failing    F Below 60% 

 

 



GRADE DISTRIBUTION 
Reading Assignment and Critique 100 points 13.33% 
Wisdom Book Paper 100 points 13.33% 
Class Presentations 90 points 12.00% 
Service Learning Project 160 points 21.33% 
Sermon Series 200 points 26.68% 
Integrative Paper 100 points 13.33% 
Total 750 points 100.00% 

 
PRE-COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Assignment Hours Objective 
Psalms Book Reading/Critique  
(all students) 

20 hours Understand the basic forms found in the book of Psalms and their 
significance for interpretation and proclamation 

Wisdom Book Paper  
(degree students only) 

20 hours Summarize, compare and contrast the theological vision of one of 
the four major Wisdom books outlined in our text. 

 
CLASS SESSIONS/OUTLINE (subject to change) 
 

Psalms and Wisdom Literature 
Day Session Hours  Unit 

Monday Afternoon  12:30-2:30 2 Orientation – Welcome to the World of Wisdom, Hymns, & Poetry 
 3:00-3:45 .75 Composing a Sermon Purpose Statement 
 3:45-4:30 .75 The Homiletic Practice of Incarnational Translation 
Tuesday Morning  8:00-10:00 2 The Wisdom of Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Sirach 
 10:30-Noon 1.5 A Theological Introduction to the Book of Psalms 
Tuesday Afternoon  1:00- 2:30 1.5 Class Presentations: Incarnational Translations 
 3:00-4:30 1.5 The Homiletic Practices of Imagination and Introductions 
Wednesday Morning 8:00-10:00 2 The Basic Forms (Genres) of the Psalms (Out of the Depths) 
 10:30-Noon 1.5 The Theological World of the Psalms: Creation, History, Kingship  
Wednesday Afternoon 1:00- 2:30 1.5 Class Presentations: Image Pages 
 3:00-4:30 1.5 Psalms of Orientation – Hymns, Wisdom Psalms, Songs of Trust 
Thursday Morning  8:00-10:00 2 Psalms of Disorientation – Lament: Illness, Sin, and Enemies 
 10:30-Noon 1.5 Psalms of Reorientation – Thanksgiving Songs and Royal Psalms 
Thursday Afternoon 1:00- 3:00 2 Class Presentations: Sermon Introductions 
 3:30-4:30 1 Course Evaluation/Summary Writing 
Class Presentations Prep Time 3 Incarnational Translation, Image Page, Sermon Introduction 
Total Hours  26   
 
We will break for ½ hour during morning and afternoon sessions. Breaking for lunch may be flexible. 
 
POST-COURSE REQUIREMENTS (degree students only) 
 

Assignment Hours Objective 
Integrative Paper 10 hours Summarize how the material learned in the course will be applied 

to student’s present and future ministry. 
Service Learning Project 15 hours Demonstrate how the material learned in the course will be applied 

in the actual proclamation of one of the Psalms. 
Five Sunday Sermon Plan 25  hours Apply how the material learned in the course will be utilized in the 

student’s ongoing ministry of proclamation. 
 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT LEARNING HOURS 
  

           Degree Students           CEU Students 
 

Pre-Course Hours 40 20  
Class Seat Time + Prep Time 26 26 
Post-Course Hours 50 __ 
TOTAL HOURS              116 46 
 
COMMON POLICIES 
 
Attendance Policy 
Regular class attendance is an important obligation and each student is responsible for all work conducted in class 
meetings.  In emergency situations, a student may request to the faculty member, with approval by the Associate 
Director of the Christian Ministry Program, for missed sessions to be audio or video recorded (the student is 
responsible to provide for this).  In addition to the student’s listening/watching the recording, the faculty member 
may require further work in order to make up for the missed sessions.  The student must be in attendance for a 
minimum of 85% of the class sessions in order for this request to be considered.  Appeal may be made to the dean 
of the School of Religion for further flexibility. 
 
Academic Honesty 
To protect the integrity of your university degree, academic honesty is expected of all students at Trevecca 
Nazarene University.  TNU students are held to high standards of academic ethics, personal honesty, and moral 
integrity.  Trevecca enforces these standards by dealing with academic dishonesty fairly and firmly.  If plagiarism 
(using another’s statements or thoughts without giving the source appropriate credit) is confirmed, the assignment 
receives a grade of zero. The assignment is to be resubmitted properly (although the zero grade remains). Cheating 
on an exam, falsifying documentation, and dishonesty in reporting reading are just a few of the infractions that are 
grounds for course failure and/or program termination.  
 
Disability Accommodations 
Trevecca Nazarene University provides disability support services.  Anyone who feels they may need an 
accommodation based on the impact of a disability and who would like to receive accommodations must register 
with Disability Services, in the Center for Leadership, Calling, and Service, room 212, 615-248-1346. 
 
Late Work Policy 
Papers need to be postmarked, or dated (emailed submissions) on or before the designated due dates. Each day (not 
counting Sundays) your assignment is late your grade on that assignment will be deducted by at least 10% (Degree 
Students).   
 
Electronic Submissions 
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure the professor received the assignment. All electronic submissions are to 
be made to Blackboard or to mjackson@trevecca.edu and are due by midnight (CDT) of the assignment due date. 
Submissions after midnight will be subject to the Late Work Policy described above, unless, under extenuating 
circumstances, the professor has provided (via email) an extension to the deadline. 
 
Cell Phones/Internet 
As a courtesy to the professor and other students cell phones (calls & text) and internet connections (email & 
surfing) are not to be utilized during class. In rare situations taking a personal call or text message may be 
appropriate, but arrangements should be made in advance with the professor. 
 
Academic Support/Writing Help 
Writing help is available from Trevecca’s Academic Services Center. To take advantage of this service, you must 
email your paper to writingservices@trevecca.edu along with the following information: 
• Class name 
• Specific assignment requirements (or attach the class syllabus) 
• Date the paper is due 
 
A writing tutor will read the document and respond with suggestions for improvement. Please allow at least four 
days for this process.  



Required Paper Format and Product 
Papers should conform to APA or MLA standards (be consistent). For citations and formatting see: 
http://libguides.trevecca.edu/documentation  
 
A polished product (with proper grammar and spelling, structured writing, and mature thought) is expected.  Ask 
yourself:  
1. Is the paper clearly written and logically organized?  
2. Does it have a coherent argument toward a stated conclusion?  
3. Have I, the writer, articulated a definite position of my own?  
4. When other texts or positions are engaged, are they adequately understood, fairly characterized, and cited 

appropriately?  
5. Does the paper follow sound conventions of academic writing, and is it polished?  
 
It is advised that students ask a trusted colleague or friend to proofread their work after the student has proofread 
his paper.  
 
Disclaimer 
Please note that all digital communication content exchanged as part of this course, including email, online 
discussions, and chat sessions, are the responsibility of and owned solely by the author.  It is also understood that 
all digital exchanges are submitted freely by each student.  
 
For further information about CMP policies, consult the CMP catalog, which is accessible online at: 
www.trevecca.edu/cmp 

 

 
GUIDELINES FOR BOOK CRITIQUE 
1. Read the book thoroughly, thoughtfully, and carefully.  Particularly be aware of significant and meaningful 

sections of the book and pay special attention to how the author develops the thought of the book. 
2. Begin your critique by describing what you observed in #1 above along with what you perceive the author’s 

purpose to have been for writing the book. 
3. Describe in detail the author’s strongest and weakest points. What central ideas were thoroughly examined? 

Were there any important issues that were ignored or avoided?   
4. Interact personally with the author and the overall purpose of the book. What was most helpful for you? Why? 

What did you learn in the book? With what areas did you particularly agree? Why? With what areas did you 
find troublesome or even disagreement? Why? For whom do you think reading this book would be of value? 

5. Throughout your critique be certain to focus on major ideas, think critically (thoughtfully and reflectively) and 
analytically (how the parts of the book relate to the whole). Be sure to work with the full book rather than one 
area that engaged your attention.  

 
RUBRIC FOR WISDOM BOOK PAPER 
You will be assigned one of the four Wisdom books: Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, or Sirach. Using the Wisdom 
Article you read, and researching other sources, write a 4-5-page paper that summarizes the theological vision of 
your book and compares and contrasts this vision with that of the other Wisdom Literature.  
Criteria evaluated 
(100 Possible points) 

Superior 
(90-100%) 

Very Good 
(80-89.9%) 

Good 
(70-79.9%) 

Fair 
(60-69.9%) 

Poor 
(0-59.9%) 

Well-developed essay: Intro, 
thesis, argument, conclusion (10) 

All 4 areas 
well covered 

3 of 4 areas 
well covered 

2 of 4 areas 
well covered 

1 of 4 areas 
well covered 

No areas 
covered! 

Identifies the main aspects of the 
book’s theological vision (40) 

Identifies all 
aspects 

Identifies 
most aspects 

Identifies 
some aspects 

Identifies a 
few aspects 

Misses the 
mark 

Compares this book with the 
other Wisdom Literature (20) 

Compares 
well with all 3 

Compares 
with all 3 

Compares 
with 2 others 

Compares 
with 1 other 

Does not 
compare 

Contrasts this book with the other 
Wisdom Literature (20) 

Contrasts well 
with all 3  

Contrasts 
with all 3  

Contrasts 
with 2 others 

Contrasts 
with 1 other 

Does not 
contrast 

Researches other sources and 
provides meaningful citations (10) 

7+ citations, 
other sources 

5-6 citations, 
other sources 

3-4 citations, 
other sources 

1-2 citations, 
other sources 

0 citations, 
any sources 

Spelling and Grammar ½ point deducted for each recognized error, up to 10 points (10% of assignment) 

 



RUBRIC FOR SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT – Sermon / Bible study on a Psalm. 
In your reflection paper, describe the situation that occasioned this message – why this message at this time in 
the life of your congregation. Then, reflect on the goal of the sermon – what did you want the people to 
experience as a result of this message. Then, identify the rhetorical means and sermonic strategy by which you 
attempted to accomplish your goal. (See the page on Sermon Purpose Statements for more details on this 
analysis.) Process into your paper the feedback provided by your peer and the professor. Finally, evaluate the 
effectiveness of the sermon/study, and comment on any revisions you would make. 
Criteria evaluated 
(160 Possible points) 

Superior 
(90-100%) 

Very Good 
(80-89.9%) 

Good 
(70-79.9%) 

Fair 
(60-69.9%) 

Poor 
(0-59.9%) 

Sermon Upload on time (30) Analyses with clarity and insight the reason for preaching this sermon. 
Two Peer Reviews on Time (40) Analyses with clarity and insight the anticipated outcome of the sermon. 
Purpose Statement Analysis (30) Analyses with clarity and insight sermonic moves and rhetorical strategy. 
Peer / Professor feedback (30) Processes feedback critically and honestly. 
Evaluation of effectiveness (30) Honestly evaluates the presentation and suggests improvements. 
Spelling and Grammar 1 point deducted for each recognized error, up to 15 points (10% of assignment) 

 
RUBRIC FOR PREACHING THE PSALMS – Develop a five Sunday sermon plan on the 
Psalms. Your paper will include a 2-3-page summary of your rationale for this sermon plan. Why would you 
preach these sermons at this time in the life of your congregation? For each sermon, you shall include: 1) Sermon 
Text & Title;         2) Sermon Purpose Statement; 3) Sermon Introduction; 4) Image analysis and impact on 
sermon formation. 
Criteria evaluated  
(200 Possible points) 

Superior 
(90-100%) 

Very Good 
(80-89.9%) 

Good 
(70-79.9%) 

Fair 
(60-69.9%) 

Poor 
(0-59.9%) 

Rationale for the Series (30) Analyzes with clarity and insight the reason for preaching this series. 
Text and Creative Title (15) Each creative title will be worth 3 points 
Sermon Purpose Statements (45) Each purpose statement will be worth 9 points, 3 for each clause. 
Introductions (50) Each introduction will be worth 10 points 
Image analysis (60) Each Image analysis will be worth 12 points 
Spelling and Grammar 1 point deducted for each recognized error, up to 20 points (10% of assignment) 

 
RUBRIC FOR INTEGRATIVE PAPER  
This integrative paper is to be a summary of the lessons you have learned from the two textbooks, the class 
lectures and discussions, class presentations, and the service learning project. You should be able to articulate 
how the Psalms and Wisdom Literature will impact your future life, both at the point of personal spiritual 
formation and for your ministry of proclamation. You should also include a discussion of how the class learning 
impacted the development and formation of the sermon preached in the service learning project. 
Criteria evaluated 
(100 Possible points) 

Superior 
(90-100%) 

Very Good 
(80-89.9%) 

Good 
(70-79.9%) 

Fair 
(60-69.9%) 

Poor 
(0-59.9%) 

Articulates New Lessons Learned 
from Class Reading (25) 

4 + from all 
readings 

3 + from all 
readings 

2 + from 
each text 

1 + from 
both texts 

1 or less 
from 1 text 

Articulates New Lessons Learned 
from Class Lectures, Discussions, 
and Presentations (25) 

5 + from all 
three sources  

3 – 4 from 
all sources 

2 + from two 
or three  
sources 

2 + from one 
or two 
sources 

2 or less 
from one 
source 

Impact on Sermon Formation (10) How did class learning impact the shape and formation of your sermon? 
Spiritual Formation (20) How will the lessons learned in this class impact your spiritual formation? 
Ministry of Proclamation (20) How will the lessons learned in this class impact the way you will employ 

Psalms and Wisdom Literature in your proclamation of the gospel? 
Spelling and Grammar 1 point deducted for each recognized error, up to 20 points (10% of assignment) 

 



 
SERMON PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 

The Sermon Purpose Statement assists the preacher in defining and clarifying determining 
factors in a particular preaching event. Every sermon – even in the same congregation – 
calls for a unique and specific purpose. This statement reflects the dynamics of each 
preaching situation and consists of three parts: 
 

The Situation Clause – The “Why” of the Sermon 
 

In the form of an introductory clause, describe the concern, issue, or need in the local congregation that 
elicits the sermon at this particular place and time and the biblical text chosen for the occasion. 
 
Example 1: “In view of the First Church congregation’s recent vote to lower their giving to benevolent 
causes…” 
 

The Goal Clause – The “What” of the Sermon 
 

This is a statement that suggests what the preacher wants the hearers to experience. What is expected to 
happen through this sermon (use robust verbs) to meet the concern, issue or need?  
 

Example 1: “I want the people to experience the joys of sacrificial giving for worthy causes...” 
 

The Means Clause – The “How” of the Sermon 
 

Using a qualifying phrase or clause, describe how or by what rhetorical means the hearers of the sermon 
will be led into this experience. What sermon strategy will be used to foster the expressed outcome? Upon 
which biblical material will the sermon be based? 
 

Example 1: “by means of a series of vignettes based upon biblical realities showing how sacrificial giving 
has strengthened a congregation’s faith.” This sermon is based on 2 Corinthians 8:1-15.” 
 
 
Example 1 of a full sermon purpose statement: “In view of the First Church congregation’s recent vote 
to lower their giving to benevolent causes, I want the people to experience the joys of sacrificial giving for 
worthy causes by means of a series of vignettes based upon biblical realities showing how sacrificial 
giving has strengthened a congregation’s faith, as shown in 2 Corinthians 8:1-15.” 
 
Example 2 of a full sermon purpose statement: “In view of the immediate opportunities for evangelism 
at our church, I want the people to experience the power of the gospel to set us free and send us forth as 
witnesses by means of the retelling of the story of the healing and sending of the Gerasene demoniac, as 
narrated in Luke 8:26-39.” 
 
Example 3 of a full sermon purpose statement: “In view of the homogeneity of our congregation, I 
want the people to experience the offer of grace and the call to graciousness that the gospel evokes by 
means of the contrasting characterization of the sinful woman and Simon the Pharisee, as narrated in 
Luke 7:36-50.” 
 

 


