
CMN 3100  Biblical Exegesis and Exposition from the Pentateuch 
May 16-19, 2016 

 
Instructor: Timothy Green, Ph.D.  tgreen@trevecca.edu 

615 248 1386 (office) 
  Faculty Link: https://www.trevecca.edu/offices-services/faculty/tim-green 
 
 
Course Description  
An examination of the Pentateuch, with special attention given to one book from that section of 
scripture, for both a clearer understanding of the text and its application for preaching/teaching in 
the local church. 
 
While the course will both begin and end with an overview to the writing and final shape of the 
five books of the Pentateuch, this course will particularly focus upon the texts, themes, and 
theology of the book of Genesis and the ways in which the book of Genesis provides the basis 
for all that follows in the Pentateuch. 
  
Student Learning Outcomes:  
 
Upon completion of the course, the student should: 

• Have a general understanding of the narrative flow, major content, and dominant themes 
of the materials from Genesis through Deuteronomy; 

• Become familiar with critical issues in working with the Pentateuch and particularly with 
the book of Genesis; 

• Develop a theological understanding of the Pentateuchal materials generally and the book 
of Genesis specifically and the use of the Pentateuch in Christian ministry; 

• Acquire competence in exegesis, interpretation, and preaching of texts from the book of 
Genesis. 
 

Textbooks: 
 
The Bible (NRSV, NIV, or NASB translation) 
 

Blenkinsopp, Joseph. “Introduction to the Pentateuch” in The New Interpreter’s Bible 
Commentary: A Commentary in Twelve Volumes, v. 1. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994, pp. 
305-318. * 
 

Fretheim, Terence E. “The Book of Genesis” in The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary: A 
Commentary in Twelve Volumes, v. 1. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994, pp. 321-674.* 
 

*Available electronically from TNU Library. Watch this video to learn how to access it— 
 https://youtu.be/4RpzapjLf5c  
 
 
 
 

mailto:tgreen@trevecca.edu
https://www.trevecca.edu/offices-services/faculty/tim-green
https://youtu.be/4RpzapjLf5c


Preliminary Assignments: 
 
1) Reading assignment and paper.  All students will read the book of Genesis and submit a 

1500-1800 word paper on the reading that should include the following: 
 

a) An outline of the book of Genesis (your own and note one that you have found 
somewhere else);  

b) A one-paragraph reflection upon each of the following:  
i. What you understand the meaning of Genesis 1-11 to be;  
ii. How Abraham and Sarah develop as characters and in their faith in Genesis 12-

24;  
iii. Four events in Jacob’s life in Genesis 25-36 that changed the course of his life 

and how it changed the course of his life;  
iv. What you understand the meaning of the story of Genesis 37-50 to be for God’s 

people (Israel back then and the church today); 
c) What you perceive the purpose of the book of Genesis to be; 
d) The five main a-ha moments in your reading of the book of Genesis this time (the five 

things that particularly captured your attention) and why. 
 

Please submit this paper through Trevecca’s learning platform (Blackboard). You will 
receive instructions about this procedure in a separate e-mail from Gail Pusey. This 
assignment should be submitted by Monday, May 2, 2016. All responses should be typed 
(12 point, Times New Roman, 1 inch margins) and be in APA or MLA format—just be 
consistent. 

  
2) Read both the “Introduction to the Pentateuch” (Blenkinsopp) and “The Book of Genesis” 

(Fretheim) pieces from the commentary. Provide 5 new insights you gained (or questions that 
are raised for you) from the “Introduction to the Pentateuch” article and 20 new insights you 
gained (or questions that are raised for you) from the “The Book of Genesis” section. Note: 
These insights/questions may simply be bullet points. Submit through Blackboard by 
Monday, May 9.  

 
Post Course Assignments: 
 
 

1) Integrative paper. Students will write a 4-5 page synthesis paper that summarizes and 
integrates all the insights and major concepts covered in the readings and class sessions, with 
reflection upon how the content can be applied in your particular area of ministry.  Submit 
through Blackboard by June 1.  

 
2) Major Project. Students will prepare a major final project consisting of 5 fully developed 

sermon outlines, Bible Studies, or Sunday School lesson plans drawn from the book of 
Genesis (at least one from Genesis 1-11, one from the story of Abraham and Sarah, one from  
the story of Jacob, and one from the story of Joseph. The final sermon may come from any 
part of the book of Genesis).  Submit through Blackboard by June 15.  

 
 



Submission of Assignments: 
 

All assignments should be submitted through the Blackboard Learning Platform. 
 

Papers need to be dated on or before the designated due dates. The due date may only be 
extended for one week, at the discretion of the professor, if the extension is requested at least 3 
days prior to the due date.   
 
 
 
Due date/Time Commitment/Points Chart: 
 
   What Due Time Points 
    
Preliminary Reading Assignment & 
Paper May 2 20 hours 200 

New Insights Paper May 9 20 hours 200 
Class Time  23 hours  
Integrative Paper June 1 20 hours 200 
Major Project June 15 30 hours 400 

Total  113 hours 1000 

 
 
GRADE SCALE 
  

Description Grade Percentage  
or Points 

TNU Quality Points 
Per Semester Hour 

Exceptional A+ 98% 4.0 
 A 97.9% 4.0 
 A- 94.9% 3.7 
Superior B+ 89.9% 3.3 
 B 87.9% 3.0 
 B- 84.9% 2.7 
Average C+ 79.9% 2.3 
 C 77.9% 2.0 
 C- 74.9% 1.7 
Passing D+ 69.9% 1.3 
 D 67.9% 1.0 
 D- 64.9% .7 
Failing F Below 60% 0 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Tentative Class Sessions/Outline 
 
 

Pentateuch 
Day(hours 

without breaks) Session Hours 
Taught Topic  

Monday Afternoon  12:30- 2:30 2 Introduction to the Pentateuch  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Introduction to the Book of Genesis 
and Creation in Genesis 1-2  

Tuesday Morning 8:00-10:00 2 Creation in Genesis 1-2 (cont’d)  

 10:30-Noon 1.5 The Fall in Genesis 3  

Tuesday Afternoon  1:00- 2:30 1.5 Continuation of the Fall in 
Genesis4-11  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Historical Background to the 
Ancestral Period  

Wednesday 
Morning  8:00-10:00 2 The Journey of Abraham and Sarah  

 10:30-Noon 1.5 The Journey of Abraham and Sarah  

Wednesday 
Afternoon  1:00- 1:30   .5 The Place of  Isaac in the Ancestral 

Narratives  

 1:30-3:30 2 The Struggle of Jacob and Esau  

 4:00-4:30   .5 The Struggle of Jacob and Esau  

Thursday Morning  8:00-10:00 2 The Narrative of Joseph  

 10:30-Noon 1.5 Genesis and Christian Ministry  

Thursday 
Afternoon  1:00- 2:30 1.5 The Unfolding Pentateuch  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 
The Unfolding Pentateuch (cont’d) 
and the Place of the Pentateuch in 
Christian Ministry 

 

  23   

 



COMMON POLICIES 

 
Attendance Policy 
 
Regular class attendance is an important obligation and each student is responsible for all work 
conducted in class meetings.  In emergency situations, a student may request to the faculty 
member, with approval by the Associate Director of the Christian Ministry Program, for missed 
sessions to be audio or video recorded (the student is responsible to provide for this).  In addition 
to the student’s listening/watching the recording, the faculty member may require further work in 
order to make up for the missed sessions.  The student must be in attendance for a minimum of 
85% of the class sessions in order for this request to be considered.  Appeal may be made to the 
dean of the School of Religion for further flexibility. 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
To protect the integrity of your university degree, academic honesty is expected of all students at 
Trevecca Nazarene University.  TNU students are held to high standards of academic ethics, 
personal honesty, and moral integrity.  Trevecca enforces these standards by dealing with 
academic dishonesty fairly and firmly.  If plagiarism (using another’s statements or thoughts 
without giving the source appropriate credit) is confirmed, the assignment receives a grade of 
zero. The assignment is to be resubmitted properly (although the zero grade remains). Cheating 
on an exam, falsifying documentation, and dishonesty in reporting reading are just a few of the 
infractions that are grounds for course failure and/or program termination.  
 
Disability Accommodations 
 
Trevecca provides disability support services. Anyone who feels they may need an 
accommodation based on the impact of a disability and who would like to receive 
accommodations must register with Disability Services by calling 615-248-1259.	 
 
Late Work Policy 
 
Papers need to be postmarked, or dated (emailed submissions) on or before the designated due 
dates. Each day (not counting Sundays) your assignment is late your grade on that assignment 
will be dropped by 10% (Degree Students).   
 
Electronic Submissions 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure the professor received the assignment. All electronic 
submissions are to be made to Blackboard and are due by midnight (CDT) of the assignment due 
date. Submissions after midnight will be subject to the Late Work Policy described above, 
unless, under extenuating circumstances, the professor has provided (via email) an extension to 
the deadline. 
 
 



 
 
Required Paper Format and Product 

 

Papers should conform to APA or MLA standards (be consistent) for citations and 

formatting see: http://libguides.trevecca.edu/cmoresources ).  

A polished product (with proper grammar and spelling, structured writing, and 
mature thought) is expected.  Ask yourself: 
1.      Is the paper clearly written and logically organized?  
2.      Does it have a coherent argument toward a stated conclusion? 
3.      Have I, the writer, articulated a definite position of my own? 
4.      When other texts or positions are engaged, are they adequately understood, 
fairly characterized, and cited appropriately? 
5.      Does the paper follow sound conventions of academic writing, and is it 
polished? 
It is advised that students ask a trusted colleague or friend to proofread their work 
after the student himself has proofread his paper.   
 
Academic Support/Writing Help 
 
Writing help is available from Trevecca’s Academic Services Center. Please 
email your paper to writingservices@trevecca.edu along with the following 
information: 
• Class name 
• Specific assignment requirements (or attach the class syllabus) 
• Date the paper is due 
A writing tutor will read the document and respond with suggestions for 
improvement. Please allow at least four days for the process.  
  
Cell Phones/Internet 
 
As a courtesy to the professor and other students cell phones (calls & text) and internet 
connections (email & surfing) are not to be utilized during class. In rare situations taking a 
personal call or text message may be appropriate, but arrangements should be made in advance 
with the instructor. 
 
Disclaimer 
 
Please note that all digital communication content exchanged as part of this 
course, including email, online discussions, and chat sessions, are the 
responsibility of and owned solely by the author.  It is also understood that all 
digital exchanges are submitted freely by each student.  
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