
CMN 3010 Introduction to Christian Theology 
May 15-18, 2017 

 
Professor: Timothy Gaines, Ph.D. 
615.248.1490 
trgaines@trevecca.edu 
 
Professor Hours: Available as needed (please e-mail to arrange an appointment) 
 
Course Description  
A survey of the primary Christian doctrines and the manner in which they have developed in the 
church. This course serves as an introductory survey of Christian theology, systematically 
treating theological method, major doctrines of Christian faith, and the historical development of 
those doctrines.   
 
Student Learning Outcomes:  

• To be able to work ministerially and theologically across the range of Christian doctrines 
in a logical and consistent manner. 

• To draw together the practice of Christian ministry and the intellectual disciplines of 
Christian theology. 

• To learn the basic doctrines of Christian faith in a Wesleyan framework. 
• To understand the connections between idea and practice in the Christian faith. 
• To gain knowledge of historical figures, ideas, and movements that have shaped Christian 

theology. 
 

Textbooks: 
 
EVERYONE: 
Kapic, Kelly. A Little Book for New Theologians: Why and How to Study Theology. InterVarsity 
Press Academic, 2012.  ISBN 978-0830839759. 
 
ADDITIONAL BOOK FOR DEGREE SEEKING STUDENTS: 
Jones, Beth Felker. Practicing Christian Doctrine: An Introduction to Thinking and Living 
Theologically. Baker Academic, 2014.  ISBN 978-0801049330. 
 
Assignments: 
 
CEU REQUIREMENTS (FOR OFFICERS AND CADETS NOT IN THE DEGREE-SEEKING PROGRAM) 
 
To receive 2 hours of CEU credit an officer must: 
 

1) complete the pre-session reading and writing assignment, 
2) attend all class sessions,  
3) complete an evaluation which includes writing a summary stating how the course’s 

reading, lecture and discussion will impact their current ministry. 
 



CEU assignments are not given point values (points are received only by degree-seeking 
students who receive a final grade for the course) but are marked “Satisfactory” or 
“Unsatisfactory.”   

 
1) Reading assignment and paper.  CEU and Degree students will read, A Little Book for New 

Theologians: Why and How to Study Theology, and submit a 4-5-page reflection paper on the 
reading.  Identify and expound on three significant learning moments from the reading, 
including how it will impact your ministerial theology. 

CEU Students: Due Monday, May 15, at 12:30 p.m. Email the assignment to the professor, 
or bring to class. 
 
Degree Students: Please submit this paper through Trevecca’s learning platform 
(Blackboard). You will receive instructions about this procedure in a separate e-mail from 
Gail Pusey. This assignment should be submitted by Monday, May 1, 2017. All responses 
should be typed (12 point, Times New Roman, 1 inch margins) and be in APA or MLA 
format—just be consistent. Papers should conform to APA or MLA standards (be consistent) 
for citations and formatting see: http://libguides.trevecca.edu/documentation . 
 
 

Additional Preliminary Assignment for Degree Students: 

1) Read Practicing Christian Doctrine: An Introduction to Thinking and Living Theologically.  
Write a 2-page summary analysis of each chapter.  In each summary analysis, clearly identify 
the major point(s) of the chapter, detail the concepts or ideas you found most interesting, and 
pose any questions you have that arose from the reading.  Submit through Blackboard by 
Saturday, May 6.  

Post Course Assignments for Degree Students 

1) Respond to a Theological Dialog Question, which will be posed by the professor via 
Blackboard.  In this question, the professor will take up the role of a fictional person in 
your ministry setting who has posed a question to you, seeking guidance.  Your response 
to the question should demonstrate that you have understood the range of doctrines 
studied in class, and that you are able to apply those doctrines in ministerial capacities, so 
that they provide a theological foundation for your response. Submit through 
Blackboard by June 1. 

2) Write a 6-7-page research paper on a doctrine we have studied in class (using Table of 
Contents in Practicing Christian Doctrine as a list of available doctrines).  Your paper 
should draw upon two or more peer-reviewed sources (published books or articles, no 
unreviewed internet sources) in addition to the course text book.  The research paper 
should provide an overview of the doctrine, provide some historical background on the 
doctrine’s development, consider any controversial points the Christian tradition has dealt 
with concerning this doctrine, and provide a reflection on how this doctrine influences 
Christian ministry in a contemporary setting. Submit through Blackboard by June 15. 

 



Submission of Assignments: 
 

All assignments should be submitted through the Blackboard Learning Platform (unless 
otherwise noted).  Please upload files in Microsoft Word file format (.doc or .docx). 

 
Papers need to be dated on or before the designated due dates.  
 
 
GRADE SCALE  
Grading rubrics for specific assignments will be provided on Blackboard.  To access the rubrics, 
click on the assignment link, then click the button which says, “View Rubric.” 
 

Description Grade Percentage Description 
Exceptional A 93% - higher Exceptional 
  A- 90% - 92%   
Superior B+ 87% - 89% Superior 
  B 83% - 86%   
  B- 80% - 82%   
Average C+ 77% - 79% Average 
  C 73% - 76%   
  C- 70% - 72%   
Passing D+ 67% - 69% Passing 
  D 63% - 66%   
  D- 60% - 62%   
Failing F < 60% Failing 
Description Grade Percentage Description 

 
 
Due date/Time Commitment/Points Chart: 
   What Due Time Points 
    
Reflection Paper—A Little Book for 
New Theologians (reading text and 
writing paper) 
Degree students submit through 
Blackboard 

*May 1 20 hours 100 

Summary Analysis of Practicing 
Christian Doctrine *May 6 25 hours 100 

Class Participation  May 15-18 23 hours 100 
Theological Dialog Response *June 1 2 hours 100 
Reading Various 25 hours --- 
Research Paper *June 15 35 hours 100 

Total  130 hours 500 

 *Submitted through the Blackboard Learning Platform 
 
 
 



Tentative Class Sessions/Outline 
 

Christian Ministry Program 
Introduction to Christian Theology 

     

Day(hours 
 without breaks) 

Session Hours 
Taught 

Unit  

Monday Afternoon  12:30- 2:30 2 Introduction & Syllabus  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Speaking of God: Theological 
Sources  

Tuesday Morning 8:00-10:00 2 Knowing God: Revelation and 
Scripture  

 10:30-Noon 1.5 The God We Worship: Doctrine of 
the Trinity  

Tuesday Afternoon  1:00- 2:30 1.5 The God We Worship: Doctrine of 
the Trinity  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 A Delightful World: Doctrine of 
Creation  

Wednesday 
Morning  8:00-10:00 2 Reflecting God’s Image: 

Theological Anthropology  

 10:30-Noon 1.5 The Personal Jesus Christ: 
Christology  

Wednesday 
Afternoon  1:00- 1:30   .5 The Personal Jesus Christ: 

Christology  

 1:30-4:30 2.5 The Work of Jesus Christ: 
Soteriology  

Thursday Morning  8:00-10:00 2 The Holy Spirit: Pneumatology  

 10:30-Noon 1.5 The Church in a Diverse World: 
Ecclesiology  

Thursday 
Afternoon  1:00- 3:00 1.5 Resurrection Hope: Eschatology  

 3:30-4:30 1.5 Benediction  

     

  23   

 
 



COMMON POLICIES 
 
Attendance Policy 
Regular class attendance is an important obligation and each student is responsible for all work 
conducted in class meetings.  In emergency situations, a student may request to the faculty 
member, with approval by the Associate Director of the Christian Ministry Program, for missed 
sessions to be audio or video recorded (the student is responsible to provide for this).  In addition 
to the student’s listening/watching the recording, the faculty member may require further work in 
order to make up for the missed sessions.  The student must be in attendance for a minimum of 
85% of the class sessions in order for this request to be considered.  Appeal may be made to the 
dean of the School of Religion for further flexibility. 
 
Academic Honesty 
To protect the integrity of your university degree, academic honesty is expected of all students at 
Trevecca Nazarene University.  TNU students are held to high standards of academic ethics, 
personal honesty, and moral integrity.  Trevecca enforces these standards by dealing with 
academic dishonesty fairly and firmly.  If plagiarism (using another’s statements or thoughts 
without giving the source appropriate credit) is confirmed, the assignment receives a grade of 
zero. The assignment is to be resubmitted properly (although the zero grade remains). Cheating 
on an exam, falsifying documentation, and dishonesty in reporting reading are just a few of the 
infractions that are grounds for course failure and/or program termination.  
 
Disability Services 
Trevecca Nazarene University complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 
2008.  Students who feel an accommodation for a disability may be needed must schedule a 
meeting with and submit documentation of the disability to the Coordinator of Disability 
Services in the Center for Leadership, Calling, and Service, Room 115 or 209. 
	 
Late Work Policy 
Papers need to be postmarked, or dated (emailed submissions) on or before the designated due 
dates. Each day (not counting Sundays) your assignment is late your grade on that assignment 
will be dropped by 10% (Degree Students).   
 
Electronic Submissions 
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure the professor received the assignment. All electronic 
submissions are to be made to Blackboard and are due by midnight (CDT) of the assignment due 
date. Submissions after midnight will be subject to the Late Work Policy described above, 
unless, under extenuating circumstances, the professor has provided (via email) an extension to 
the deadline. 
 
 
 
 



 
Cell Phones/Internet 
As a courtesy to the professor and other students cell phones (calls & text) and internet 
connections (email & surfing) are not to be utilized during class. In rare situations taking a 
personal call or text message may be appropriate, but arrangements should be made in advance 
with the instructor. 
 
Required Paper Format and Product 
Papers should conform to APA or MLA standards (be consistent) for citations and formatting 
see: http://libguides.trevecca.edu/documentation ).  
A polished product (with proper grammar and spelling, structured writing, and mature thought) 
is expected.  Ask yourself: 

1. Is the paper clearly written and logically organized?  
2. Does it have a coherent argument toward a stated conclusion? 
3. Have I, the writer, articulated a definite position of my own? 
4. When other texts or positions are engaged, are they adequately understood, fairly 

characterized, and cited appropriately? 
5. Does the paper follow sound conventions of academic writing, and is it polished? 

 
It is advised that students ask a trusted colleague or friend to proofread their work after the 
student himself has proofread his paper.   
 
Academic Support/Writing Help 
Writing help is available from Trevecca’s Academic Services Center. Please email your paper to 
writingservices@trevecca.edu along with the following information: 
• Class name 
• Specific assignment requirements (or attach the class syllabus) 
• Date the paper is due 
A writing tutor will read the document and respond with suggestions for improvement. Please 
allow at least four days for the process.  
  
Disclaimer 
Please note that all digital communication content exchanged as part of this course, including 
email, online discussions, and chat sessions, are the responsibility of and owned solely by the 
author.  It is also understood that all digital exchanges are submitted freely by each student.  


